ROSE LAWN,

March 9th 1948, KINGSGATE-ON-SEA,

KENT.

Deer Frenmk Snell,

Heving read,marked,learned,and inwardly digested
your pley,l now return the seme Rerewith,with many/% compliments,

I epine that the football~-pool prize would have mede & more pleusible
finis: mevertheless,the climex is good and exciting, But O Boy,did

ever happy pleywright snoop £5,000 fer & play? I like what I will

w21l your gallopigg style, ==the whole thing goes with a swing,ts
everything should bt too often doesp't, One gets the impression that
you wrote the play at & single sittingwithout stopping tetake breath,
Which in my epinion is exactly how a play er anything else should be
written: for as 1 have eftem remarked,when the aithoer slews down,so |
does the reader's interest~-er the audience's,as the case mey be, |

I remember using & Berlock ence,and it was an experience
not te be fergotten, But that was in I902 or I1903; they have had time
to improve since then, “Iff tried many makes at one time: I think it was
in 3903 thet I fianlly settled down with the Remington--since when I
have used ne other! Butwhen I recell it,I canm still hear that old
Barlock clumping away like & coke-hemmer, '

Yes,l wes in London for the Wer,from July 1940, I had
settled down here for the duratien planted up twoe gardens and a field
with petatees and things: and them the Powers that Be sent round a notieci
politely requesting me te clear off the ceest Hitler being expected to
call in any day, This made me curse considerably,for I was getting a
little old to be pulled up by the roots, duvmadixywnkseswhuspeimani
immine s em vhwnbmisswinwnenm But the place was getting se cluttered upwith
berbed wire and tank~-traps eand other things of & similarly pleasant
neture that & deddering eld civiliaw was perhaps better out ef the
way, I arrived in London in excellent time fer the bombingte begin,
just as in earlier days I had arrived in Paris just in time fer the
Ferrer riots,and later en in Austria is good time for the.outbreak of
the 1914 war, I always had rether a gift for getting into the wrong
plece &t the wrong time, I don-t think I shall ever ferget that night iy
September,when the sky cver Londen was red with flame &s far as the
e¥e could reach,and buildings geing down like houses ef cards, There




were curious experiences in those days, One morming I was taking 1k
down & street I had not traversed for some years,and. I said to mys f,
said I ‘Surely there used to be houses on both axdes of this street®, And
then 1’ discerned that the houses were still there~-~but in the form ef
shapeless ridges of rubble! One side of the street still standing,the
other side gene inte powder! One morming,loeking eut of my study window,
I was & little puzzled by &n unusually extensive view----& house had been
nipped out ef a,rew,like & tooth &t the dentist’s,6 It is quite

curious as & new experlence to feel ene's house .haie,and the earth reck
under ene 8 feet: but it is surprising how soon one eccommodates oneself
to circumsteances, All the while,only one wretched little chunk came
through my roof; and I felt rather neglected,

Yos,l read Mr Rowse's article in the Saturéay Book,and rather liked
& S ceme ecross reviews by him sometimes in the Sunday papers,which seem
to me pretty good, I have not happened on his book "A Cornish Ch;ldhood-
but from what you tell me,I ¢can guess that it will be interesting,K I did
not know he was & Laboutk man--which I suppose means Secialist, If there
were & genuine Labour ?arty,l should certainly belong to it belng# an
industribdus laheurer myself: but I have no use for Soclalism “Elimineting
the prefit metzve on £5,000 & year does mot impress me, Not very
much,anyway, But I used to have real respect for the early Soclaiﬂlsts
of other days=-they.were rather windy,perhaps but sincere: and certainly
they mnever foresaw that Socikiism in practlcegyeuld meen what it means
to-deys=---meddle and muddle!

Thanks very much for the book sWhich ceme premptly te hand sond is
now well on its way te Eritrea, Isn t it curious that a,miaalenary at
Asmara should be keen to renew his acquaintance with Billy Bunter? 1
hope thet W,G B will brlghten up & spot eof Darkest Africa, No doubt
you heve recelved "Horizen",which I sent elong en receipt of your
letter,

With kind regards,
Yours sxncerely,

M/Q@e«z

P,S, I had a letter the other day from a readérif 1n
Clovellyl But it was Clevelly,N S W,



