ROSE LAWN,

Octobsr 22nd ,1949, KINGSGATE-ON-SEA,

KENT.

Dear Frank Smell,

Thank you for a kind,pleasant cheery,and
altogether jolly lstter,--the kind of letter I like to read.
Therse are so many Bismal Jimmies about that it is a real
pleasure to contact somebody ¥ho thinks like myself ,that the
world is a jolly old place,with all its little imperfectioms,

1 am very glad to hear that Timo is still going strong--bless
nis littls doggy heart, My little Sammy is jtrue,a’éat: but he
Beems to have all the manners and cystoms of a dog--added to
which ,the cheek of 0ld Nick! He likes to go to sleep on my
typing stool: and when I find him thereon,I just haven't the
heart to push him off,so I get something else to sit on and
leave him to it, Only when he has a fancy for testing his cluws
on type~written sheets',Ik{ have to exercise a gentle restraining
hand, I think I told you that some time ago he damaged his paw,
It is quite well again now: but while the damage lasted,he could
not negotiate the staircase,--and he would plant himself at the
foot,and yell forme to carry him up.,my study being upstairs, As
you tell me you would like a photograph of the Old Bean,I am
sending you one with Sammy in it ,which'was taken a few weeks
ago, Youth and.crabbed Age togethere~---or hims ancient and
modern,as it were! ‘ ' o ok e n s

" lany thanks for the cutting from the Mirrog, I had
one but gave it away,and am very glad to have one to keep, The
01d Codger wrote me a delightfuk letter; he turned out,as I
never should have guessed,to ba'Eﬁg,Radford,author’of a good
many works of reference ,and of thrilling novels,such as “Who
Killed Dick Whittington?",and “Crime Pays No Dividend~, His
Live Letters certainly is the brightest spot in the Mirror, I
am returning his letter to you,after reading it with pleasure:
he doss seem to be a very kind and pleasant fellow, What a lot
of good fellows there are in the world, One of the best called
on me yesterday,a chap named Thomas of the Manchester Evening
News,for an article on the subject of my extremely unimportant




self for a South African paper,~-the “Outspan” of Bloemfontein, My
venerable chiwvy was photographed for reéproductlon in that paper,
You can bet I was interested ®when he told me that Frank;( Richards,
plus Bunt sr' and Tom Merry,:s qu:tta well known in 57 A. suhere he was
with the R,A, F.in the War days,

‘ You are right--I never dreamed in 1906 that Bunter aamd Tom
Mer'ry Frgnk Réchards and Martin Clifford would still be go:mg J’trogg
in 194-9 ---stillY less did I dream it when I was dipping a pen in the

.ink to write my first stiry in 18901 It really does seem rather a

long innings: and the wicket is still up:. seventy-and -8 ome =more not
out and a hope of making a century!

T am glad to hear that you are looklng forward to Tom Merry's
Annual, I Feally think that you will like it, Tt truly is an amking
production, The Tom Merry,ﬁ’ story is as long as a Bunter book? and
that dossi-t fill half of it! KXing of the Islanis ,Rookwood ,and
Carcroft--and the Bounder of Greyfriars turms up in a short stary,
The more I look at it jthe more I wonder how it can bs dome, I have
not seen anything l:.ke it ,31nce the Wemmwwdd days when they used to
give me Annuals at Christmas in the far-off sighteen~sightiss, Iy
game leg is rather in th: way of “syrutting®: but I own up that I feel
as pleased as Punch,and then some: especially with the news that
14,000 had already gome,and that it is still go:mg fast, It will be
out on November Ist, ---3ust as week after the -Sacrst of tne 8tudy-~

 which has been delayed ,but is due on the 24th.

The Billy amnd Bess:.e books came out last wesk, Now I am taking
a.spell off from both Bunter and Tom Merry,to write a little book I
have long had in'mind,of a more serious kind,called “"Faith and Ho
which I hope won-t maks my old readers fear 'tnat Frank Rlcharésﬂf;(pls
becoming a bore,

With kind regards, s e
Always yours sincerely,

K, Dedmer



