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FILM MOVIE
cArRTRIDGE CAMERA

Tuke nction now to ensure
future holiday movies and pick
up this complete outfit of a
Super 8mm Electric Drive
Cartridge Film Load Movie
Camera plus a Super Bmm
Automatic Projector for just
£39.95 when other home movie
outfits can easily cost you up to
£100. ., or more! (and
remember — it is equslly ideal
forindoor movie-making).
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CHELMSLEY WOOD SHOPPING CENTRE
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Alarm fanie lasts one full minuie
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* ® Push button back light for night use
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ELECTRONIC BRASS
CARRIAGE CLOCK

Here in the tinest tradition of British clock making
is a fastefully elegant, space technology, brass
carriage clock, A superbly designed replica of the
1Bth century, but with the accuracy of the 201h
century electronic age.
Howeyer due to 2 bulk purchaze direct from the
manufacturers we are abie 1o of (er this delighttul
gift for the modes! sum of ooly £19.85, shewing a
substantial and unrepeatable saving off the normal
price.
FULL TWELVE MONTH GUARANTEE
Makes this carriage clock the buy of the year
CALLIN TODAY AND TREAT YOURSELF

WORTH
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ELECTRONIC CARRIAGE CLOCK

HOME MOVIE MAKER —£39.95+£1.95 p&p i
QUARTZ ALARM WATCH—£19.954£1.95 p&p s
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OH, THOSE good
old comic days — the
vivid impressions of
childhood which stay
with us for all our
lives.

But who can say where it
all  began? Maybe we
should look back te the
satirical lampoons of the
A8th  century or {o the
Victorian taste for lurid
“penny dreadfuls.”

What is certain is (hat
4 production called “Ally
Sloper's Half-Holiday"
went on sale back in 1884,
But  perhaps  the vifal
evenl  came sy AL
Lty ‘
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rowne cvomled (wn ol i
most enduring chnrincteors
of all e ot ps
called Weary Willle nnd
Tired Tim, the stirs of,
“Chips."  The  floodgates
were open lor a rush of
comics, with Harm-

Sworth's Amalgamated

Press leading the way.
In the first quarter of

this century came a whole

galaxy of comic stars, with
names like “Butterfly,”
“Puck,” “Merry and
Bright”, “Chuckles,”
“Rainbow,” “Playbex” and
“Tiger Tim's Weekly.”
During the vears of the
First World War there was
even, reom for propa-
ganda. “Lot-o-Fun,” for

L example, had a character

called “Patriotic Paul”
who made monkeys of
sundry Prussian military

iypes.

The rise of films also
had its efleets with spin-eff
productions like “"Kinema
Comic” and “Film Fun,”
featuring the likes of
Harold Lloyd and Fatty
Arbuckle. The idea of an
entertainments link-up
was not  entirely  new
though, there had already
been one starring musie
hall favourite, Dan Leno.’

The histery of comics
has been punctuated with
any number or rows about
their suitability for young
readers and even sugges-
tions that they might be
actively harmiul to kids.
The publishers were
always conscious of this.

““Rainbow,” for instance,

used to advertise itself as
“the children’s paper that
parentis approve of.”
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Tenee ob content wins Linhien
g b e s by BHhalton
Pross with (hele “"Eagle”
experinent,

The great story papers
of the 208 and "30s  dike
“Gem”, “Magnet" and
“Nelson Lee Librarvy™, did
mudch o redress the
balance and  set  high

standards.

Then Amalgamated
Press found itself with a
serious rival. The second
great dynasty and
pretenders, to the comics’
cerown  came S awith  the
arrival of the Scottish lirm
of D.C. Thomson.

Their stable of titles was
to include adventure pap-
ers . ke ““Rover” | and
“Wizard” but immortality
came with “Dandy” and
“Beano", featuring the
slapstick anties of ¢ha-
racters  like  Desperate
Dan and Lord Snooty.

The style was very dif-

ferent and young readers:

took to it with enthusiasm.
Not only did they provide
escapism  but  actually
managed 1o show  kids
defying authority, or at
least, challenging it in a
rather forthright way.

o

Regrettably, Hitler
interfered with the pro-
gress of the comies’ world
though, as we know frem
our readers, many a ser-
viceman had his
“Hotspur” or “Wizard”
sent  on, But chronic

‘shortages of paper spelt

the end for some, including
the famous “Magnet.”
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generation of Kids e
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But  there Wil
plenty to choose Lrain, |
Thomson were well vxl
lished with Beryl the 1
and Dennis the Men
Horky the Cat and all
rest. Amalgamated 1
weore in there lighting w

preduections like “Kini
out”,  while Hulton
their Eagle-Girl-Syw

Robin series.

Roy of The Rovers o
saving the day, the Secs
World War was  In
re-fought by a wide vari
of characters and i
space was being explo

daily.

We cannot hope
mention them all in »#
“Special,” so please, de
shoot the authors. In
same way we realise |
many fans will object
the story papers |1
“Gem'”  and  “Magn
being Jumped togel
with the comic strip |
ductions. But we deo h-
that we shall be able
revive fond memories
childhood with this ta
of those good old con
days.
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My Clarhe's ldew Is for
Ihian  « shap,  He
o ereule o (Il.“[llul_\‘
vomlen memorabilia
litehy moy gradually
pand Into o museum of
(LTI
Vi Lo business, mostly it
Vinerlean comics, Apart

e

e anything else, there
0 dearth  of British
Ieationg,  though that
Uhe el mesh anything

i thin countey is worth
L

\ ol of people come to
I vamies nnd they think

e extremely valu-
o he noys, “They may
o buy one for 50p and
e they have made a
I killing, But you ecan
¢ ul lwo which seem
Haw, though one may
Vorth K10 and the other
Very few are worth a
i deal of money."
U you want to keep
Ve upen for colleetable
Hes, coples of “Beang”

“Dandy"  from  the
1965 period are worth
gy Alas, the glorious
TS i d “Magnet"
‘oare rather common.
W what is the fasei-
mool it all for Phil
ka?

think it is just the
¢ atmosphere  of
¢5," he says.

CILARKE'S eyes

(L the quality of that art work,'" he says and, once slarted, there is no

anthimiast forthose good old comic days.

ys, bought comics, collected them and then moved on to new
F'hil Clarke somehow found time for hoth girls and his comics

Hndination has turned into a business,

light up when he sees a “Mickey Mouse

THE KING of
Collectors has to
be Denis Gifford
~— he has more
than 22,000 comics
dating as far back
W TREO I what, he

My, Gifford is also ;
the mastermind %
behind the
Association of
Comic Enthusiasts,
for whom he is

currently compiling doubling his
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HOW THE STORY STARTED.
00M, THE TERRIBLE, I8 A FLYING
AANDIT WHO AlMa T0O mE MASTER OF
THE WOHLD. HE WAS KIDHAPPED TOM
DAAE, A CLEVEM [NVENTOM, MIs
EHOTHER RICK, AND Two CHUMS
RICK IS COMPELLED TO TAKE PART IN
A RAID OM A MILLIONAIRE'S HOUSE,
HE CONTRIVES TO WARN THE MILLION.
AIRE, BUT HIS WARMING IS UNHEEDED,
A3 A LAST RESOURCE, RICK THEN
FIGHTS A BATTLE WITH 00 IM THE
AR, BUT THE YOUNGSTER'S PLANE I8

SOON CRIPPLED. MEAN-
WHILE, BACK AT 0OM'S
HEADQUARTERS, HAM,
THE BOYS' NECRO SER.
VANTY, IS ENDEAYOUR-
INC TO LEAAN THE
SECRETS OF THE BAN.
, BIT'S STRONCHOLD
& WHEN HE SUDDENLY
COMES ACROSS A
FERDCIGUS LEOPARD,

AND A DWZARF ARMED

WITH PoOISOMOUS
DARTS,
andy dfrer

D
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il L it
from the Byt
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pievnbuck, ©
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were lise 1
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Ham on the Warpath | With trombling Gegers W d

the big chair, aml from (licnce cn (o
ook b abe Weivmine s (hiedu e e of ot el ol o

A thrill a second for the Bn_vs who read “Magnet.”

hey’'re just
wild about Dan

THERE ARE, of course, highly specialised clubs for comic enthusiasts and
the Astral Group make no bones about their hero. Just read their publicity:

“If you think jepeets knock spots off hovercraft . . . space trains heat space
shuttles . . . Anastasia means more than a Russian princess . . . you've got the
slightest idea what we are thorking about . . . you ought to be in Astral.

Got it yet? Well, they also say that, though there is no membership fee, your
application should be accomplished by proof of your Dan Dare knowledge.

This is, of course, the International Dan Dare Club, in existence since 1965
and dedicated to the memory of the character and technology first portrayed by
Eagle artist ®rank Hampson,

They say of themselves: "‘Astral is a friendly and more-or-less sane group of
mature enthusiasts, most of whom were readers of Eagle during its golden age
between 1950-1960. Our interest is not merely nostalgic but also one of technical
appreciation because we congider that the quality of the Dan Dare strip is such
as to survive today on its own merits, "

Already, they are laying plans to celebrate the 30th anniversary of Eagle in
April, 1980,

If you are “thorking'’ on the same wave-length, more details can be had from
Adrian Perkins, 19, Wolsey Way, Cherry Hinton, Cambridge.

There is no

Phil Clarke . .,

“one comie mau be worth £10 and another worth 1op, "

MAN WHO DREW PANSY PO

E

entirely in the
mood Mr. Gillord
has been known (¢
start his editorial
column in the
ACE. newsletter
with the immortal

“Knockout” and
developed a
super-hero called
Marvelman, ;

Since then he has
written several
books on the

started drawing
steips ol the apge
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1. Lupino was etanding at the corner of Jujarre Street enjoving & puffor three at & raaper, when & clinp eame along whio awed him e
Anid this client cried: " Aba! Here's my chance. I'Hl make him look silly, I will 1" So what il he o but tie the 1oy enpine 10
our hero's etick, And when Lupino toddied off he trailed the engine after him, of course. How that goker did «hortle, to o wyre |
* That will cost you ten-and-six ! " cried the toxshop proprictor. \Voll, tliat it the wind un his nile

ko }' \‘3@

But hiz mirth didn't last long.

2. " Ten-and-six, ch 1" he howled. ** That won't do. I must get that engino back.” ‘So lLie fost uo tune in rushing after Lupino,
who meanwhile had found out what was which. Of course, he untied the engine from the walking atick, *'L don't want ths
iollowing mie about,” ssid he. * If you want it you can bave it. Coming over your way." And I rent the engine whizzing along
&t cxpress speed right towards the oncoming joker. It reached him before be could dodge it.amd the result was that he trpped up.

Eek 7 ,-" A M
o
o 3 " ‘HW
3. " That scrven you right, that docs, my led ! " remarked Lupino, with perfict trath, ma you will mgncs. Hut the funny filbert got very
ratty.and he chased our worthy Warrior, anxious to dot him one, or something cqually unfriendly, Jigt Lupino whizred mertily along,

and it wasn't long before he reached the river where an angler had ot 8o tired of waiting for bites that didn't vome that lie'd dropped
off to thut.eve. Lupino, Leing the quick-witted laddie, promptly hit on a clover notion. e grabbed hold of the line and pulbedd it

- = Hoaa i

4.' “HEere, whal's the game A Lhwle':ll the anphsf, waling up. U hvere may wol be many fish hoee, Lt there’s wane ar all where
Youwre, bonsiaie O Let ipg, dve ey Y Uertaindy 1 warbed Lijana. " Snuything o oblige £ So e let po, timine it to the
c;.l»[ pites e liook ewung back nr\'nlrraughl in the waisteoat of the anrusbing  weathfil e, Thar dub ittt Ho was Jerkhed

The laughable larks of Lupino Lane as presented in this 1934 copy of *Film Fun.'”
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F'rom penalty spot TREIET
to Khyber Pass!
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WHILE some
story papers were
content to stay at
home with school
yarns, there were
those which chose to
roam the world in
search of adven-
ture.

They had stirring
names like Rover,
Wizard, Hotspur and
Champion and  their
pages secthed with
imagination.

Thiv s how Mercury
velder 191, Newmon, of
Bordenley Groen, Birm
Inghonm, remambors
then T've WWH
hvough the stewmy  Jun
ple  with  'Morgan  the
Mighty,! st wilent with
breathless excitement
alongside ‘The Sapper’ in K
his fantastic carth-borving
l"lll"l“ll‘ s we 'illl"ﬂ“‘l'i
ey et copital oiblon
wadl  whinpg wilh shieas
delight  ab  we sl
wverhopd  an Bl duin
Waee b

Pvw shundd plaedd with
T T T T T
penalty wins st o b
fbein, bl plowlanpg with
the Kowledge thpt  all
world be o well wiih the

IVERY m“oﬁvg it s of "Cast Lion

B i pond

YWikh forefingers  and
| thumby 1 have glven the
’ wpecret S oslgn on recog
n I nising the Startlor badgoe,
ke y while dodging the bullels
T ! 1 PR
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e
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Nee2

ol warring Alghan
tribesmen as 1 nego-

Nit 1ARAJULY 13, yebe J

; N M oy tiated the huge boulders
e o < of the Khyber Pass with
. e Vs the ‘Wolf of Istanbul’ and

: - his trusty servant,
wielding his fearsome
‘clicket bat.

“Yes, the Adventure,
Rover, Wizard, Skipper,
Startler, Hotspur and the
creepy stories of the
Bullseye were my pass-
port to tense excitement,
thrills and adventure the

CEde S 2 it e 7 L4 A he I Alicezid world over.”
T-Inky Johnson, a negro member of the Inter- ice, div 2=, i and he float w,
LG Rt T D s e vhdbe (B i e gmed bl Nokbad_for - tuppence
him he left a lighted fuse, and the cariier was due to blow up in a their leader, from prison in Ulid.  He was alsa wondering when the . or 50 a time. LCals
lew minutes time. At the moment, jet-ciaft from the carrier, manned space-ship canying his fellow-cops of Planet Patrol 4 would amive. | So doui)le-dyed villains
Ly Venusian pirates, were busy raiding Ulid, capital city of Fragg, one Suddenly a temific explosion came from the carrier above and it shattered | were thwarted by decent
ol ]anel Jupiler’s nine satellites. into a_milh > which_knocked Inky_unconscious. heroes week after week
‘ and somehow the magic
never waned. It was,
after all, the era of the
clean sock on the jaw
when retribution lay in
wait for the wrong-doer.
On this page we rep-
roduce four of those
classic front pages with
the certainty that they
will get the adrenalin
flowing again for many
a fan.

The front page facsimi-
les on this page are repro-
“duced by permission of D.
C. Thomson and Co. Lid.
who hold the copyright of
the drawings and the titles
of  Adventure, Rower,
Skipper and Hotspur.

3=A prate piloting a jet‘cralt saw what had happened. and as he 4=~Fiom the space-ship, with the aid of powerful binoculars; Lisutenant
“f swooped closer he recognised the unconscious space cop,  He knew Mick Swift saw Inky's kidnapping and gave rapid instructions to Sergeant
that Inky' had been left a prisoner on thie carrier, to the pirate guessed Logan at the controls.  As the space-ship slowed down, Nick opened
| the negr, was responable for the explosion.  Skilfully the Venusian an inspection hatch m the ship's sde then clambered out on to the wing,
theottled back until he was able to grab hold of Inky. Just at that making use of the special hand-holds. Next moment Nick had launched
moment P.P. came speeding fowards the scene. * himsell in a death-defying dive towards the craft that had kidnapped Inky.
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Eagle, the
brainchild
of a vicar

ON THE morning of
April 14, 1950, youngsters
were queuing up all over
the country to pay 3d for
a new comic called Eagle
and 900,000 of them were
lucky enough to get a
copy.

That sell-out was the begin-
ning of a post-war legend with
an unlikely pedigree, for the
comic was the brainchild of a
young vicar who had always
lancied his chances as a
Journalist.

Murcus Morris, Vicar of St. James’s,
Birkdale, in Lancashire, had also
exprossed concern at the American
comies flooding inte this country. He
felt  they were often over-violent,

obseene  amnd  placed  too  much
emphasis on the supernatural.

L]

Mo, In 1949, he began to plan the
Fagle, wlong with his chief lieutenant,
wn et tencher ealled Frank Hampson,
Wulton Press liked the idea and the
e began to grow. Among others
theve wis a promising art student
cilled Norman Thelwell and another
vicar, Chad Varah — founder of the
Masnir i,

Whey winted 10 (o ook jroed wid il
did, But the resalt was no plous ser:
mon made dull with an excess ol
moral  tub-thumping. Eagle was a
vivid, exciting comic and from the pen
of Hampson came ils mo‘st famous
character — Dan Dare, Pilot of the

Future. y
The intrepid Dan, aided by faithful

B

Digby and not forgetting Hank, Pierre,
Sir Hubert, Sondar and Professor
Peabody, were to fight many a cam-
paign against the green Treens of
Venus led by the dastardly Mekon.

When you came down to earth again
there was P.c. 49 pounding the beat,
Jeff Arnold riding the range and the
idiosyncratic Harris Tweed, Extra
Special Agent.

And who could ever forget Luck of
the Legion? The rugged sergeant,
loyal corporal Trenet and Legionaire
Bimberg were to mount many sorties
against the Touareg, accompanied by
cries of “En avant, mes enfants!”

The famous — Churchill, Nelson,
Baden Powell, Lincoln — had their
inspiring stories told in comic strip.
MacDonald Hastings was the Eagle
special investigator and, on the centre
pages, the innards of trains, planes
and ships were laid bare in those
famous “exploded” drawings.

Later came the sister paper “Girl”
followed by Robin and Swift for
younger readers. The Eagle family
looked set to be an institution.

But its life was surprisingly short.
Marcus Morris says 1950 to 1962 was
the golden era. After that, the paper
went into decline. Eagle was amal-
gamated with Lion and in 1970, dis-
appeared altogether.

Gone but not forgotten by a gener-
ation of us who thrilled to the
adventures of Dan, Jeff, Luck, Tommy
Walls, 49, Storm  Nelson, Huarriy
Tweed wnd all the restd,

voomnd the
Tamily”

that
followed

SECOND OF OUR SPECIAL CORONTIO!! ISSUES!
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asunday Mercury Comic Days Special 3

The ever-growing
of starva

. 2 has already landed
i I ded on Venus, where
gre:; ‘ll)an .!)ar_e and Dighy, has been picked .up ;ret}'ls
enusians, and taken (o the cily of Mekonta, e

¥ HERE WE ARE GENTLEMEN
THE FINEST CiTv on VENUS )

My NAME 1S SONDAK | T THE SVARING LB MAMDY

\ WILL OBEY | 1S AN EANTH CLIRTETM

ANDVSSORDERB §THAT BEEWIG 1L L sl Al
COLONEL DARE ! I

ICAN ¥ WE HAVENT BEEN PROPERLY
wgﬂ'f 'r%w ¥ INTRODUCED WET |

DIG—HES ABOUT &
:SOFRJENDLV AS A !

AN ANCIENT GESTURE TO SHOW T

ONE DOES NOT CARRY ARMS —
ALSO USED BEFORE BOXING
MATCHES AND BY BUSINESS
MEN ABOUT TO =
CHEAT ONE

ANOTHER

LOOK/ THERES THE
sHIP SIR! BANG IN THE ERE
A MIDDLE OF THAT OUTSIZE J IF TH

| WONDER

IMT HUMBU STILL ALIVE ¢

1S OF MINOR.
mTponm-TrAace. THE EFFECT OF
THE FLUORINE. SPRAY GUNS
\& OUR. MAIN INTEREST

L 5 WE NOW
BN WE SHALL DIVE




4 Sunday Mercury Comic Days Special

 LEAVE\TTous |
WE LL LAY TuaT |

2. Foi the Duke de Murky was sleepiue on
hisown duorstep.  Aud all hecause a ghosty
was erceping around the manor. “Ghost 17
aeafficed Wallie and Tan. ** Fulillededoodalia '

1. Iwia cod and tiony might, and Willie
Bnd Tin wers looking for somewhers to lay
i down whon their trotters brought them
urky Manor, where thoy ot a shock—

| CHIPS—THE FAMILY FUN PAPER

b Foltowe i | wus looking lor By bl w Lad

2 Whieh pandke it uwm kvward oy soe, as the g was
oy who was wanted, nmd 1 thought my Tuck wan in

r ; A Berce kil of hound, Then iy maryellons brain got
Wl E bmped o b Cother night Hut ho lauplied, an the jump with & nobby notion.  D'ye know what
aek wmbil bl st s dog o me b L e G0 et b Foalind * Why, cnut the alindow of & moggie on thie fence,
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" T E btmsd Ak Ot 1 Y e, the A4 Fonga omuphithi face w uanty s ugaiint U 1o,

Ao wonm alidiliosd, il momide s bodiiid loeward alter i W ligh puk b ot of sy thought thet Ml wee
e T e rrrigoed

T it OF me Lisns, e 1 thinught that Wil wes
B ol o e B e mae & tuugh WK mal
Nt bl ot miins wht Yuu've B 100" e liisamd

AL LU LT TR L T T e e ™
e ol ool

P‘T E :*n.'
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le - tbnRp ey e Adel el
\

3. 77 Lewvo it to us, Dukey, old toft,” mud
thoy, “We'll show you hinw to spurn apooks 1"
So they toddled into the ancesiral hall, and
Llow usx, if they dudn't ot the old ghost ¢

—the

A0 Rh ] e b Diim sbewvim don Doiminean Diko Bial
0 Whaghe 10 Demi ko b bivinke bk, afved i
A Rowd ful, bon )

— w ILIRDY \ »

O For Pongo, hating tnisde s lh-u-ri'lluu- m-vr.l' (]
wan bionikiog alter mo, Mt ha Jerkod away & plank,
Wi it mmote I e whiminger (hst put him ln dresmlasd §

shong Puigo's load do ihe fepe

Billy

fat

HTT".'.' Bunter at a Z'r‘_r,t’m.rr‘ = wpaiware of the "beastly” follow ahout to give M a woll

OF ALL the schools
in all the comics it
s Greyfriars which
is best remembered
and of all the many
great characters who
stalked those famous
corvidoirs therve v one
mightier thun the rest

Willinm George

Bunloy,

To he weeuwrnte, he did
not so much “"stalk"™ s
move in Ught-trousered
& VEgR KN reua

owl
who
raised

LA e e ¢ nuuse
waddle. For this is Bunter,
the Tt owl of the Remove,
Bantor who hints wt (e
velinbiven, who winlts foy

many
a
hoot!

WHoever, oomes, This Is

e wndovely Bt somehiow
Povabile youlh whose i
I usiindly stieky with Jonini
tarts plifored trom othoes
chiapn' tuok haxes

|

Most of all, he is the
Bunter who sereeches
“yarooh” and cries oul
with an anguished “beast!”
at every imagined injustice,

opontil ovder whieh vinrely,

deserved kick up the baekside

Yet the fat owl, In constant

sbattle with Mr, Queleh,
"actually had a talent,

He was o noted venteiloguist,
Alter all, n chup who

Is constantly deneribed

an bedng not very helght

i o hive someihing

polng for hiim

ot 1 Wil Gosrge
Biter win o b dulier,
i en o wll that, he
hak iwlwo onrned hlmself
i nlana ln hloadaces B
a place in history. The
tight - trousered buffoon .
i become w part of
e lnnpunge, n hyword
oy el

Nov whanlid we forget
Y ' squntly il sintor,
Bonnte, o puphl aver al
T BRome, 1090 In hie
AL ndverspry wnd sho
MO appears In "Pammy "
Woonntemiporanry comb
oy how nge passed
them by,

ot chaps have nlwinys
heen the stoff of Knoe kbl
comedy. Put o thin fellow
alongside — in the style
ol Laurel and
Hardy — and
you have a classie
situation.
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Alter Buntler,
the best
I'(‘llll'llllli‘l'l“'
childhood
characters of
all are certainly
such a thin -
fat combination
— Weary Willie
and Tired Tim.

]

Also from “Chips”
came two more
of the best -
remembered
features of any
comie, according
to the memory
of our readers.
The first is Casey's
Court and the
adventures of
the Nibs and
Billy Baggs.

The other name
that seems to
stick in the mind
is Iver Klue the
great detective.
Hardly Sexton
Blake, of course,
but with a certain
c¢harm of his
oOWIL,

ey

Bl = .
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Our lively lad rpeen = \
cly lads were on one side of the ai ” o
on the other, 0 e it e road and the fair dana |
e iR ige s ulled ete rer s
il sce that she crosses without gf-ttin;; h:-lr :L:Tllxl;c[i':u{;lrll:w"; ; . . e
—F o ¥
5 > I ALWAY S COME W
e D S e
dilys R L o B0y i
r E 5 =1,
....;1_: - : v
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HAHERE IS i N
MY HAMPER. \ |

o D' ol te M i
'l | ‘llH II\ \”|..I.l .1.!u, .'n.n-.vm r?rg_';tnr_ﬂ‘lc, the owner of which
ol \I|'|t l lx"w-\l‘lll.i‘rl.’fwr a portion of roast and hoiled,
b L ‘1 ] anreDdid 2 Whyy, grabbed the end ot the roll
it avrosd thie road to where the young Luly waited,

Tranns'! rou can
MEET ME On THE
BeacH AFTER

Palace s
too! '«

1010 S0 Bre, miisel " : - o=t
Bver 2 "Aw the fule on e chortled, " Now you can step qo g —
A e falrione was leliplitel, wealless fh sas. il - =2 W 1t a menageri ot
i I.n‘ il \|II by to I|||||||. of auch things ! she declieced, @ 1':1 l|.] Wﬁs, with giraffe, BeTic F"‘"“ @ r.f)f."fjﬂm_-,_-"‘ -
Wb ameel e on the beach N be there 'Y said Sta elephant, monkey ar of 60
oV L N G ST A i B years ago, 3. ‘'Here
we forpget K i s ere’s your hamper, Piggy " th :
it, a! Here itis!” said the ey all cried, as Porky-boy ran towards

the variation on the
th(-.me ~— also drawn by
H.S. Foxwell — Tiger -
.I:i_fl,\' and the Hippo
Girls. They were the
star attraction of
“Playbox.”

I%gize;liy Porky ; " but you needn't wait
CE ,In"g;;)i:}a_}.r_ci:";t al'l| gy mysell 1" "0, do
S yborky-boy " said Tim. “Ves, please, Poricy |

n't mind you just looking,” r(-plifvr:!“l'm I‘:'yh'lrnlv

Memories are enough

bt red aned Hitrid i from the “Film Fu_r.'“n.f‘Jt.'Hi' 23, 1934,
are not going to ha ¢
ve
Ftuee ol insigny of it, you

HIEN you think
cchoed Jacko, *Well-

I the comics
thelr myreiad
welers where
“ou bhegin Lo
oy the most
s, the best

commandos winning
wilrs that never end?
Rids, comedians, pilots
detectives, explorers, :
racing drivers, tramps
orphians, spacemen — :
You name it and the
comles could deliver the

the years, Yariations on
the twosome theme
came with Pitch and
"l"oqs. in the “Funny *
Wonder,” Big Ben and
Little Len and Plum and

Affection

P the mos: Wil Bl i} Dull, bolh |
Rentin? u 8 nol always hutl, both In "Comic .
{ "'I”ﬂlll'n'l'l':\'l Pri“ce..e. :'Iu' u‘lnlullu howsehald I(“I'll:"‘- ]l.h:“.ln""d Bert In b ™
il e 1oy thit Hve on In b g Slog 11,
l"" (LT ‘n—l'mpq wit wlinild e manary, dudging by "“ﬂ Lo, the comiopt S 1
L AR T I apa bl e YiE B0E peuders, thern Chitgro chipa, 'The T'wo II]-
. W i ’} Ll ﬁ.‘"h‘i“ 'l"“ MH‘H“ T R RCTTTI
ikt P i g " -lmwm
™ aiab. i Al b i J g M’H Minve
m‘ul ]l'ﬂ Mo RLEELIL T ERERN M il ey P hy
M ! . F *H" wtwn Binve :

" ‘ . | 'm f‘“‘ [ | " Vi Wby P WIE YR "
[l » TN Wyn Wi el sy i, OF minyhin wo shipalid D you hogla 1o uxdventura” o ) Munl iy he rmw, il
w bl ikl e e Phere wore many coneeniente on the wndersbiond why we e oy winy At the ey will never ha
fainots stirs who woerg nevoer Imlu- to mention nudlencs for comlos now forgotten ot whils .

f the meovy s e

|y e

¢ iliterent chalee
GO EVer ol

waee wll ol the

w o fnw Tor even

ot thine, Where,
L owany, are Pansy
wnd Beryl the

ar Roy of the

w or any number

g muaseled

Waoekly'" and "The
Ialnhow,"

ey sy that in the
Wi they were parbiculiy
fuvourites of the
Princesses Blizabeth
Margaret Rose,
Popularity al ¥4
Buckingham Palace is
nol a bad pedigree.

and

alhers, of vourse, Hie
the comionl capers of
Constable Cuddlecook,
the singulie bobby Trom
W he Jester.! How about
the adventures of Ken
the Boy Pilot?

Just think of all the
double acts that pranced
across the pages over

(L HAVE LOST |mil,
§ SHILLING FOR
UR BOAT TRIP

T,
SEd

'g MAKE YOU A
TABLE BOAT

them nall? There wers 80 b pechips half of whist

many comles over the

o Fnlse n winlle

envlontured In the
comies, “Kinema Comic”
starred Chester Conkling
Charlie Chaplin and
Harry Langdon, while
the “Jolly Comic” had
JWill Hay, the daftest
schoolmaster of them
all, “Film Fun” included

— — e ——

30 NOT HAVE THEIR CHRISTM }j.l‘lll_ll

L

PO LNLEY il

2, So poor uld Pearl was
!

thing we did ot fet her in !
chasenall the | wa! Now | can Kave theni imies

Wncover thre tir L-“u-l...--o'

: .
{ 1, You can guess haw excited those Hippo Girly were on Christmas shut outid
Day 1~ Oh, hip, hutrah] We have gt 8 lovely Christmatcijee§ u47g cliekled Tiger Tilly
Baby Jumba, " Let's take the toyy off it, pirls i Oh, yes! _;u&:mg-l
o A Tlie.

Il come, too! ' Oh, no, vou won'l

i
STl gasped Pully excitedly

Pearl Porky.

2. But Marzi just

smiled, and pickin.g up a

Aren't you going for that
p, after all? ** said Marzi, when the boys came
k. "We have lost the money,” wailed Don.
frovy 19 S0 LoOW WHAT

ENGTHEN ONE ¢
Lu.c.aas A MAasT MARZI 1S POING

g,

I, " What! ‘Ma .
table carried it down to the water s edge. l.sha!l

have to make & boat for you out of this, he said.
; - € ThATS A
AUM BOAT
RICHARD!'

(% 6

= ?', ,
Fr )
~ i

A

ratimas did rot last very longs 1 am alraid, 1%
hie Moot gave way, and down went the Chrivimss
Touk ! 1t i diappearing! " gay
S Pur it wad loo late!

T The nest foment Tiger Tally had taken off the sheet that hul the
tree. O, it wau simply loaded with lavely toys 1 ** Liet's dance W,
gt U7 laoghed Ty, "1 feel 30 happy | am aure 1 shall b
minute! ™ *TA merry Christmas 1o Al eapecially me ! squeaked

neorie |

NOW WE HAVE
‘A BOAT OF
OUR VERY OWN

6 " \ell, 1 gever! Pearl hay gal the Cheintias:
tree, after all! " wasped Baby Jumho, Lot up share
it, Pearl, don't e greedy | ™ " Oh, but you wouls

4 ‘who way in the soni down:
“My word! This
he chuckled, w0 the

Thank you so much,

5. And ean you gaes
sain? Why, old Pearl Parky !
508 lovely Chrlstmay present!™ s

it lel me corme in wheo ‘you had it; would you? §

‘l'.h' A. :

s - — T > TR et | L
' . . . . » = g . through the cehn®s 4
3. He did so with the use of his magic wand, 4, Then, uxing vp an enlareed handkerchief [l chone . ha | el ot Gl et Bl e e o
for a sall, he took tiie hoys for « "welv trip.

d a mast,” he said, as soon as the

*“So I'll lengthen this leg.”

Now you nee

able had grown. " Doesn't it skim along ryicclv.' they rosaiictds
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C “ Heedless of fhe buzsing fol
ell, Wharlo Dlenting
ve ’ yo ) | bl et HEL

chaps

akin

Onie ] put the worth of hi 'j
gllllﬁ)lioli. s;gfl]?. Ju_st marvel at the wa};flsaiguolr?s
Goe i L q% ‘l_)e so prolific, Sustaining the
J‘H)R'unl“l _lsqk ories in the “Magnet’ alonegf 5
Y08 111940 is a remarkable achievementmm

]e'.on his hands and a tasie
il i 1101%%%1?@“0“ wrote the
1,000 f s dur is 86 v
Inmnp,n‘ll_lmsg millions of words found mg'hxs 55
s 1(.\}1 audience - - and still do e e
1¢.InSs and outs of hi :
Pk & 18 and outs of his style were bes amij
Wl,.-.:' :I.I‘J.:il!:‘d|Ii:)(‘\('}lill]}.{‘(' of views 40 :’tfl(:hbic;}) '?]:{ld b
wurge rwell wrote ‘a . scathing st R R
Sheh e, 4 .scathing attack o !
; ; ieg menters  saih attack on bov's
Mr. Ovrwaell found J\I e :

Someone, presum; i

U{'l -\-l-no‘n-;" ot esumably with tim
(Statistics, hag estimated t
€quivalent of 1,000 full-len

g nall, fo. A startling phenomen at sue
Lhe 19404 \\-';:,:I” |||IL”|“I|| I?]-liflli 1" should h.'J\‘-‘l:(i’lllli'\l'li]\“ldftihillllitz]l
{J‘““ e TR, on, arth would he think to see Lthem sl

part feom Billy Bunler .

part o, Who Y
r:]”,t',' reation, ny well Innn\\u‘ .|I~. ot
hovlocle  Hlolmes, Mr, O woll

|
2 consldered g flrat-
arsian, Sexton Blake op'

\';""'"I"I"I'I "l;"'“lm"'t ey and all e n-mlll“lr‘-l‘ln'(.lr II\”| ri“”: el
ritielned the unchanglng slyle e A bl
rabjous auy which he |||;|r.||:. ||‘I|.|]“|I”I IJI,‘I'. aling "you

Ol dite
| H’:i‘...‘illl‘l'l]'-l‘li Hamilion of snobbinhness
[li I(”.w '-J..[I;.*;n”[ never mentioning ]n-lillr:w
O | Ny ' \
l" gt ke MA worl whieh wig
Wy, In shart, l'u- Reomao
oL wlmply helng 1||||>.-(=|“|‘.I|||m
gosiibat o waopld |

T !

do years oul

lef avolding nox
n ety he saw
v othing ke the pe Ly

& world In which all lovalg Wby

) NOrs wory
Ill;lrllt that the reander was
ol on Inte a dangerons y
1 W B yoalily had no parl SR AR
) P T l "

N i

it’

George
Orwell

rite any appreciati
special mer?tp i s

WHEN

the
lndrunlon

ol

TR ST T

Adualt "
il s Wi n||l'|ll ll|lu'“:"l'n.l
for wo mniy  conle Tins
Ourites, things waore noyay
Gulle  the  wumn  agiin
Bomio  of (he  ohnrndters

:-nﬁnw baek I w difterent
ormat but the original
m'.ltrzu- had gone.
Thut w; he
I Lihj‘llil Howrd

T AL ]

l!i‘-iilwllwl wik bl b whieh voplhity I no pan'd

) Ml the veul Whamibination came with @ '||\|I“lll vaply
ke b Woank Wiehards" whivh nel Gy Pl

TR LA O T TR oo briben Am it vl LA
‘ 1' \
PIUE sl Al IWflE fpningl iy wer @ hat |
ks pt 1h enf M @ peekgd Wil MY Uil
P e o OO ET R T AL TR R L TS Pinbishly,
Ny oldeF than ME W vall il T st A8El B Hial 1w
s bl vl M sbl Wlieit 1 VaE it heen e il
b dteeal War, the tlensral Ry Phe st hiponle ol s
Rhntley Pl ug o Hpatiel; iy this pre sl aH s apienie
i by My Eh I Clradip e gy Lhe gene L nlonial
Mol Mo, Gl el sy o vilie i e e g il
Li {11 Il o Wi na gt by e pecunes him ol
gl in b wnehabnonn, of belng ol of dute, even of
R bt hng ol mand, an 1 Wl pre o omin aleo
Iy whind owitly rlposte, Frank Richards then
Povepaded Lo vefib Opwaell'n eritiolsms point by point, 1]

of Uhie b oplied that "0 M, Qrwell supposcs

Ll iy i

Lhil the avernge aixth form boy cuddles a parlour maid
g often an he handlos o ertoket bat, My, Orwell I8 in
ru

e Mlean of Walter Beotl, ¢ ‘hokhov, Shaw and IThgen were
dinminned ax “duds” while foreigners, he declaved, really
wore funny, lacking “the sense of humour which is the
ppecial gt to onr own chesen nation.' Hitler and Mus-
wolinl, he argued, would have heen laughed into oblivien
had they teled on their antics in Britain.

Qoienco fiction, apparently admired by Mr. Orwell, was
yolhing new. Voyages under the sea, flights to the moon,
death-rays and Martian invasions had all been done, some
ol them oven before Frank Richards was born.

11 is casy to see how George Orwell could have been
astonighed at the time of the exchange, for the world was
in Lurmoeil in 1939-40. Tt is even easier now to scoff at cosy
{eus round the study fire in an age of blase acceplance
pf just about anything from sexual liberation to urban
{errorism. But the undeniable fact is that the charm
persists, Bunter is still funny, Greyfriars has an appeal.

Maybe it is no lenger possible to live the fantasy as fully
as the readers who amazed George Orwell, but who can
yesist all of that "1 say you chaps” stuff? It had a certain
amiability and now it is possible to regret the passing of
such an age of innocence.

\ The ‘swap’ shop

HOW cagerly we looked To add to our enjoyment,

forward to weekly comics there was the ritual of
Jike  "Chips,” ‘Jester,” #swaps,! when we read
“Butterfly,” “Comic Cuts" each others hooks and

comics. There was also the
local second-hand book:
shop where you could swap
fwo for one.

and so on, and how we
Jaughed at Weary Willie
and Tired Tim, Tom the
Yoo Keeper and The Bruin

Boys. Rven today, at the age
of 63, 1 like to read my
What joy we derived grandchildren's books, but

they lack the faseination
of ihe good old “Wizard,”
“Magnet,” "Gem' and
“Champion.”  — ' 5
BAYDEN, King's Norton,
Birmingham.

from following the adven-
tures of Harry Wharton
and Co., with Billy Bunter
and Hurce Jamset Ranv
Singh providing the comic
velief.

Paker hpidl his bhralnwisye

why nat veprodnes Hhe
Wrlpinete wy exat | Y
LG
When  the Hesl Bl
vilninen o e eEd

Mstfiet” gl o Tew

Vil aEe the  peariian
Wil P s sl ANl
e wundhortal Wil
waltow b mosbialpin

shoey  delight poud
Bedulde hooaka Tar anyone
ayer A

e wocholagionl
vislue I8 fmmenie « 4 '
Now the HMoward ke
Prons produces more than
100 volumes of faesimiles
of “Magnel", “Gem™,
“Nelson Lee", “Hexton
Blake”, “Union Jack" and
wo on. Tiger Tim's Own
Comic Collection presents
16 of the best-loved picture
strip  papers from the
inter-war period.

Homage

Many of the illusirations
in this “Special” are taken,
with  permission, from
Howard Baker books. In
many ways they are M,
Baker’s own act of homage
to the age and, particy-

larly, to “the glowing
imagination, the humour,
the humanity and the
well-nigh jncredible
industry” of Frank
Richards.

The books have found a
strong adult readership,

perhaps among those iry-
ing to recapture an age
when things seemed to be
beiter. A survey showed
an astounding variety of
readers, including doctors,
accountants, lawyers,
pilots, industrial workers,
M.P.s, professors, eleries.

Now Mr. Baker is pro-
ducing full-length Billy
Bunter hbooks which, he
says, will introduce the fat
owl of the Remove Lo a
new generation of young
readers.

Could that be full eyele
from schoolboys
through middle age and
pack to the kids? Frank
Richards would probably
appreciate that himself.

oul's armehalr,
the pld bounder to

his s I
murmured i il

* That'll bring

o

A sticky situation for Ha rry Wh

T

) LAUGHT

arton in “Magnet."”

4. " Ha. ha!

1o put up &
sisters

The hat mlke a lovely
Pauline. as we went on fishing and
‘House Full ' board soon !

** | expect our crabs are wi

IThe ©hitdian's Favmuitis

INLI BT Wi bN

@SPIE) o PICKLES (e

CATEL Wi

Ihenr Bawides I bt |
TRUTA T LR UL sl patehiig pnine
WMaway Tug % 0 wod wliead diit sl e
| \ L R AN

i

[ &{uu AIALL WA
A TEn 1TAY

POE s TLY I

“crab-house " !
caught a few more. " We'll have
] L \‘f,." I rrpll!d.'la s
<hing they were sardines; Pauline !

G e

RAINBOW

6. But | shouted too

pened 7 he cried.

hat snd upset all the crabs over his head
** Something is mpping me! "
are Littde nippers.” barked Flufl.

CPHE CADVENTURES OF MARMADURE YAND MONTAGUE,

late and the next moment deddy took up his

“Help! What's hap-
" " Yes, our crabs
* Mind your ears, won't you?
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3. Not lore alterwards daddy wobe wj
place for his hat
it an aur hrrakwater,

My ba!

‘AR There o' r
] “lswant that tn ke the
Don't put it on now, daddy !

ot DADE Y

L‘_'l:}r ; s
i YOu HavE dreH &8
(00T Lot £HOUGH I
aa =1 £08 oL Day: S A
A5 { £
s TR A
W ) avi ounBeDn )t
B ) Dower it

0 P df!r' w.;n'l daddy crabby with us lor using his hat a a

crabibouce D1 Home to bed he stagied,  Yau've been on the

.+ beach quite lan‘; cnough ! Buat there's a lovels bed dosn here.”
wulfed Fluft ‘Can't we try the SEA bed 2 - Yours. Perer

THE MEBRY MICE. -

thimers, whet

p

et on the heacl

The Twe Pickles on heliday in

| Marnwduke was picking some lovely
Muartagur noticed such s preity

e =

i, e —

know,” he sad.

2 And he made b, liother place the bunch
ol fowers inthe shell. N
hoth tu sunty as @ present. he evelaimed.

3 As you can sec, they made ® lovely
bouguet. " Well, that 15 kind of you, boys.

suid sunty. 1 must take you oul to tea'!

Now we'll give them

“Fhe Rainbow' the children's faveurite. This story was print

August, 1938.
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Yarooh! But did
anyone yell it?

“Nelson Lee"
and “Gem'i [
« o took a nice
line between
snobbery and
democracy.
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LATIN RULED THE DAY

and  moral  backsliding

l VIVIAN BIRD'S SCHOOLDAYS -

I STILL remember Yel Greyfrinrs, St Jim's,  “Gem”, “Popular”, and  c¢redulous, No nonsensical  occasionally as voices in his reformation and place
iy  horror, around Rookwood, and particu- “Magnet”  were  “Estab.  bionic boys; no ridiculous  crowd puenes with “My. in the Eleven to Winnie carried fear ol “Coventry”,
1050, when in one of larly St. Frank's — named  lishment” motivated, Yet laboratories forever rang.  only topper”; “My sainted  Pitl. A visil from Cousin and less of one’s place In
s by Edwy Scarles Brooks they ftrod a nice line  ing space. We doubted that  aunt” or “Jumping Jeho-  Kthel always caused the the team, with expulsion
my s0Nn°'s COMICS ' “tor his wite, Frances —  between  snobbery  and H-year-eld Jerry Dodd of sophat™; unlikely  com. immaculate D'Arcy of St the ultimate horror,
there appeared a Sl bave their part in the  democracy. We know thal the Remove could ever  ments, though I did bave  Jim's to give an additional, Those who were hoys
shrip cartoon of leap of my ageing heart  Somerton of St Franks and have played for Australia  a school friend \\'Iw-cou. polish o his glossy topper,:  when I was a boy hitve
“Billy Bunter of “henever I pass my old  Mauleverer of Greyiriars  in lest  matches; thal  stantly called on “Fiends never forgotton Handforin,
e Lt school at Camp Hill, were  belted earls, that  Reggie Pitt could have and jellyfish,” Bui does ® h Wharton, Jimmy Silver, or
Greyfriars, the Fat- Tregellis-West (St.  revived his family for< anyone, anywhere, evep ng teo‘“s Tot Merry; but to re-rend
test  Schoolboy eon Franks) was a buaronet, tlm(‘-‘if with hlii rf'ﬂlt‘l';"]l]gﬁ a5 yell “¥arooh™? . the old stories foday is a
Earth.” To find one and that Singleton (St. 2 professional footba erin The old school slories  voyage of re-discovery ol
of ik tHic ficional Umbalanced Sl e L U S R TR T could have a' salutory names like Owen Major,
swchools  of ' b Jims) were “Hons”, yet  Dick Lawrence could haye Amazons' elfect on boys in this less  “Squifi", Tom Redwing,
seliools of my boy- Frank Richards, “Mar.  this was seldom emphas.  been a champion boxer or, disciplined age, Half a  Falty Wynn ., , Majors

hood  thus
was like seeing one’s
old school tie in the
dock  at a police
court,

.-"r:K eyholes

caricature,
Wk keyholes, heir to the
raginary Buanler Court,
whose postal erder never
perived.

reduced’

ol that I ever liked -
Billy Bunter, a Dickensian
eavesdropper:

tin Clifford”, “Owen Con-
quest”, and E. S. Brooks
aimed their school stories
abt grammar school boys
who, with one foot up the
academic ladder, had
dreams of public boarding
schools. Yet us rugger-

CPlaying Ysrammar  cads”

had played soccer at our
‘council scheols, so the ene
concession made by these
lordly fictional establish-

‘ments was to play, nol ihe

rugger their status
demanded, but the soceer

common . tp  all their
readers, |
The “Nelson Lee',

“ised, and peer or scholar.

ship boy, each received
short shrifl frem DMoessrs.
Crowell, Quelch, and
Proul, the form-masters in
charge of an unbalanced
curriculum consisting
almost entively of Latin,

at constraing which our
schoolboy heroes  were
remarkable for puns

rather than accuracy.

lnm‘fe%ﬁible

What wisdem was shown
by Brooks and (0. in
making  the

incredible .

the Onions -brothers a
famous trapeze ariiste and
a lugubrious Circus clown,
We wondered — but it was
within our range of possi-
bility.

Prodigies

Having - starred
throughoul a series these
progdigies subsided into the
background of a Remove
which must have grown
inordinately large and
strained the alphabel with
three boys to a study. Yet
they were  resurrected

An incipient sex inlervest

was créated by the intro-

duction of *ecousins” or
pupils at nearby girls’
schools. Barbara Rediern
and Co. of Cliff House not
only enhanced the Grey-
Irviars chronicles, buf had
their deings told weekly in
the “Schoolgirls’ Own”,
illustrated  as  hockey-
playing Amazons,

panama-hatted and gym. -

slipped,  with  bulbous
black-stockinged  calves,
Oceasionally their inter-
ventions  were dramatic..
Fullwosd, the original
rotter of Bl Franks, owed,

century ago osur youthful
ethics were moulded, and’

. Ihe School was ruled by

ihe righteous demagogy of
the clean-living leaders of
the  Remove, Occasional
problems were posed by a
“black sheep” such as
Vernon-Smith of Greyiri.
ars, in whom smoking,
gambling, and sliding on

. knotted . sheets from ihe

Jhocturnal
shady  cha-

“dorm”  for
trysts  with

racters at the lecal, were

surprisingly compatible
with athlelic altainment,

© Normally; however, virlue

brought -3is own reward,

struggle to  keep their
Minors on the straighi and
narrow, dignified prefecls
lake ashplanis to inkye
fingered fags who burn the
toast, ihére are pillow
fights and feeds " after
lights-out,

Boisterous

Thus fthey Hved, out
boyhood companions, in
their = boislerons and
cheery fashion. They had
their day, and a happy one
‘it was, and we are Lhe.
better for having shared
its
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YOU-MAY WIN-ONE*OF OUR 30 PRIZE MOTOR-CYCLES | == You're Buying the BEST BOY’S BOOK
| ) |

p 30
MOTOR-CYCLES

and
800 other Valuable Prizes
for readers ! ¥
Enter Our Great
FOOTBALLERS' NAMES
COMPETITION
on pages 14& 15

Walph Woskness Oupdews, tho alavker of the Fusrlh Farp, s ihe i ] i
the pennlty for onlting fester prasctioe | (Mee the 't:ml.,-n" :" m

BOYS! THIS COSTS TWOPENOE, BUT IT'S WORTH A BOB!
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CURING THE SLACKER!

b Gimiien Camiiiitbes, sy
wiw aluvw this Iname " o ™ R

Gems of
a golden

 @Cr@Aeoo

IT WAS a world in which chaps “jawed”
rather than simply talked and greeted each
other with hearty cries of “I say, you fellows.”

More than anything else Magnet and Gem are
remembered for those magical stories of a way of life
about which the average reader could have known little
— the public schools. They did not carry picture strips
like so many of their contemporary rivals but, for 3d, they
offered long stories of Greyfriars and St. Jim’s.

From 1908 until 1940, when wartime paper shortages
got the better of Greyfriars, Harry Wharton, Johnny Bull,
Frank Nugent, Bob Cherry, Huree Jamset Ram Singh and,
of course, Billy Bunter, held sway in Magnet. The stories
were the work of Frank Richards, alias Charles Hamilton.

But there was more than Greyfriars on offer. Inside the
covers of Magnet you would find many an adventure tale,
perhaps of “Oom the terrible,” the flying bandit with
designs on world domination. Or, if the fancy took you,
features about football penned by “Old rel.”

[ ]

School and soccer were the mainstay of the Gem recipe
too. St. Jim’s featured such stalwarts as Tom Merry and
the Hon. Arthur Augustus D’Arcy.

The author of those tales was one Martin Clifford, or
Charles Hamilton, alias Frank Richards. The prolific Mr.
Hamilton somehow managed to sustain both storylines
and quality and is estimated to have written the equi-
valent of 1,000 full length novels in his lifetime.

The result was an extraordimary loyalty from both
“Magnet-ites” and “Gem-ites”. In his column on November
%, 1931, the editor of Magnet reporied receiving fan letters
from a 42-year-old lady from Nuneaton and a 58-year-old
Yorkshireman. In the geoldes age of the story papers Gem
and Magnet reigned supreme.

BVERY BATURBAY

“TOM OF THE AJAX!"

ING HIS FOE

and saves hiis sicorm enemy, Cardeir, from n severr
entained in

Tam Merry hits owl nf Cuits, the bullging Fifth-Former,
Frondting. (. ing Jro grand school stovy of Tem 3lary & Co. o2

When You Gel This
Bumper Twopennyworth!

Wk Bivbion Wasambine Tl fwan

Maliling Mew Teainlng Ship
Biory I This lssusl
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THE_SCHOOLGIRL'S OWN_PAPER!

Theee-Halfpence,

WITH the launch-
ing of Amalgamated
Pross's ““‘School
elend"’ in 1919
ipting schoolgirls

were replaced by equally
f‘.om_pe]ling symbolqs o"i'
intrigue and adventure —
:‘!;gd Secret  Society. Girl
AT ers res

set in film and broadecast- romantie alifrf’fse;heﬁ ”c];;

the wartime [ IR b e
tages of 1940, paper shor- and the South Seas, plots

qulekly supersedsad
the atrait - Iaced
and ladylike heroines
who had been served
up to girl readers
fslnce  Queen  Vie-
loria’s time by mor-
ilatic magazines like
Lhe “Girl's Own
I'.|’u-n' o

' "School Friend"
'.F‘tlll'll‘ the  “absolutely
vipping"™ Marjorie Hazel-
dene, 'Il‘ululm_\' hockey cap.
btiln - Clarn Trevlyn, the
b taon: i, buffooning
Poanle Bunter and  othm
givly ol CHLEE Maniue Bohioal

Concelted

T Conceltea

Home of them, ol course,

bl nlready bhecoime
popular in the celebrated
hays' paper, the “Magnet',
in Greylriars stories hy
Charles Hamilton (Frank
ichards), The first few
“Sehool  Friend” adven-
fures were written by Lhe
game author, using the
name of Hilda Richards,
pul rather surprisingly he
goon came off the paper.
He had perhaps over-
exploited the comically
conceiled Bessie, and his
lurid, skirted version ol
Billy Bunter had 1o be
mellowed to  satisfy girl
readers

Subsequent  wrilers, nll
of whoiy were men using
female paeudonyms,
chnnpged Bossle from a fal
and greedy sneak into the
pluing, well-meaning duf-
for who was loved by
jovaral gonerations  of
wehoolglels  during  the
(n20n  and 80s in  the
“Hohoo! Kriend” and the
“Sehoolgirl!”

The Cliff House girls
wore 4 fearfully talented
und charismatic lot of
teenagers. Barbara Red-
{ern the idolized Fourth
{'orm captain was a bril-
lant artist; her chum
Mabel Lynn, at 14, had
already turned down offers
of stardom on the London
slage and even Bessie
Bunter was a cook of
Cordon Bleu standards.

Torturey

In the 1920s the astute,

Eton-cropped, - monoeled
Jemima Carstairs sym-
bolized the freedom-loving
flapper and her craving for
new horizons. She
unmasked spies, outwitted
international jewel-thieves
and defied torturers and,
like Barbara and Clara,
could also drive fast cars,
speed-hoats and  aero-
planes.

Always keeping her cool
she remained popular until
the “Schoolgirl” folded in

"Oh, chin up—chin up!"
gemima muttered fierccxll\-/.
Chest out, old thing!
Remember the hulldog

spirit."”

The success of the:
i“ ¢ e
School Friend" encour-
aged Amalgamated Presg

tg b{"ing out the “School-
irls Own" (featuring
etty Barton & Co.,, of
‘I};I;otl'cml'c School) the
choolgirl's Weekly" and
the “Girls' Crystal.”

Gypsies

Uing n virlety af
oxtremely  fominlne  pon
BOPEE pale weltoes ik
fulih Whiwn s ik
Phiips  and 1 M Ran
I"'I"Ll"l‘““.i. .'w-|..‘.| il kg

e [1]) i i§
AR H'nn-.lphi.\.\-‘:-l.—. LY
pgudlence for twopenoe n
woel  through endlessly
successful school themes,
“tales of bygone days,”
ghost stories, mystery and
detection, exploits of gyp-
sies in disguise, poor little
rich girls and rich little
poor girls. ;

For more than two
decades there were Girl
Guide stories, dangerous
enterprises in Africa, India

When

NO LESS a person
than Noel Coward
once commented on
the apparent total
lack of sex in the
classic school stories
of the 20s and.’30s.

On the face of it, he
seems to have been quite
right. ©Oh, yes, Harry
Wharton and Bob Cherry

1T must be nearly 70
years since I used to wait
patienily for my brother
io finish reading “Chips,”
the pink comic paper.
Then I would at once look
at Weary Willie and Tired
Tim. How I Jloved ihe
antics of the little fat
tramp and his tall thin
companion,

L]

The Casey's Court car.
toon gave me areat
pleasure, sorling out the
goings on and many’
details of its inhabilants.
How well I remember the
fwashin' dun ‘ere” sign,

Going back a mere 40
years “Chicks’ Own” was
a great favourite of my
son  and he still has
birthday cards which used
to be sent to readers, —,

H.ML, Handsworth,” -

Birmingham,

ing studios, jungle and
wild west adventures, and
,S0_on, for thousands of
millions of words,

Well-cut

Teenage heroines, of
course, became more and
more liberated. Perhaps
the most potent symbols of
career-girl success were to
be found in the “School«
girls' Weekly" and “Girl's
Crystal," which produced
a lot of girl reporters (like'
Sadie the Live-Wire of the
Daily Wire"), aviators and
detectives. W. J. Bobin
who also wrole gome i-‘u'.\'-‘
Lo I loe nlortes, npeclal
ol In female Ml s
My ivia Bilenon, Lilg 1iasls
Wil Yalewts thaw An weill
Al B e wilh
o feen, sl Buser
Uagnlfoont  and  super
intelligent” Alsatlan assis:
tants, he endowed them
with trim figures, well-cut
fashionable clothes, red-
gold hair and eyes that
were “a deep blue (or
viclet), fringed with long
dark lashes...sparkling
with humour and the joy

of life.”
After the Second World
War schoolgirl sleuths

l ‘

of Greyfriars both had a
tremendous  admirations
for Marjorie Hazeldene of
Cliff House and one or two
of the chaps had an
pceasional excursion with
the fair sex but there was
nothing to write home’
about.

Love was SOPPY,
romance out of the gues-
tion for the dashing
cricketers and the ripping

clandestine meetings i
ancient ecrypts Ii% 1;;’1
candle-light,
whe're, hcoded and r:)%efl
against the cold, masked
schoolgirls planned how
they would solve mysteries

tlickering

and right injustices,

Nostalgic

The Silent Three firs
appeared in the 1950 pici-:
ture-strip version of the

"School Friend" an i
the early 1960s lhisds‘:}:.-r;tel%
sociely offen occupied the
star position in this comie,
holding {ts own againsl the
ll” valir, pony elding  and
el opfenialed  Kiven
PR Whehe w0 oy i
U A T Frivgieei m
ettty Aany Ayi0n
herolnes, we can still Tind
Bessie Bunter; she celes
brates her 60th birthday
this month and is going
strong as a character in a
children's comic. Still fat!
and anarchic she prances’
across the pages of TPC's
sTammy” and provides a
nostalgie link with the
golden age of the comics
and story-papers in the
19305,

0 A MU e (b ) LN

SSIE BUNTER MAKES A FAULTY STROK

(An Amusing fncldent from the Grand, Long, Complete Tale of the Girls of €I Wlanee danishi e tn Hhis fasned

was just soppy . .

gels. Or have we been
under-estimating them all
these years?

In “The Schoolgirls
Album” Mary Cadogan
commenis on how most of
the girls were always
described — and drawn —
as immaculate dressers.
No wrinkled stockings, for

Frat all the mer-ry Ghicks’
. Qwn folk
This tard brings wish-gs
Lrie,
May all yaur days bs hop-py
days

And for-tune smile ot you,

A 1938 birthday card sent ot by “Chicks Own.” l

instance, while “they also
managed to achieve sar-
torial elegance in holiday
garb of flared shorts, sleek
but unsuggestive bathing
costumes and those rather
gorgeous beach pyjamas
which were popular then.
Much emphasis, oo, was
laid on finery for special

mouth-watering  descrip-

crepe-de-chine, tatfeta and
chiffon dresses and lacy
handkerchiefs discreetly
dabbed with eau-de-col-
ozne or lavender water,”

Bad form

Oh my hat, what's this?:
‘Surely the gels were not
dressing up to impress the
chaps? There was, after
all, a tendency to sneak
ouf of the dorm and moon
over Douglas Fairbanks
senior movies.

It is true that running
up excessive dress making,
or millinery bills was bad
form, as was wearing too
much face powder or
scent, but it makes you
think,

Liberated

‘the emphasis may have
beenn on a healthy life,
ability at sports, a sense
of justice and decency and
all that. But these were

{alented girls who could do’

anything that the lads at
Greyfriars or St. Jim's
could manage — and a lof
more besides, when it
came to flying and driving
and that sort of thing,

As Mary Cadogan says,
Ahey were a pretty liber.

ated lof, on the whole, Was’

this the real beginning of
the women’s  equality
movement? Were they all
far more aliractive than

the later breoed of w
girl  with  an  wpps
obsession with ponles
ll“ things "horsey J

No douny some W
young psy chulogint
read a lot Into Wil o
{hough, heaven forhiy
should now slart I
gating the privide liy
the famous flve of
bara Redlern

But it must be v
bered thatl as carly o
Bob Cherry wus hels
say: “Ripping! |
thought an evening
with girvls could be Iy
.ripping.“

(TR T L LU R

Mary Cadopil
co-author (with
ricia Craig)
“You're a 1]
Angela” (Golla
Her latest boo
“The Charles
ton  School
Album” written

John Werl
(Museum Prese
Tonbridge [

Maidstone, Kent
(8 Ijl
Tlustrations

“Sechool Friend”

reproduced by

mission of 1

Magazines Lid,
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The Rainbow, as colourf
front page while the Two Pickles broug
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wan a favourite from 1914 il 1o
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THE “HELP-VOURSELF " EXPRESS

a jolly time ummy Boys had on
Christmas Day! *Ha, ha! Take what you want
when de train comes round ! " chuckled Koko, But
when the Christmas pudding came in they coon
playing. Oh, it was lovely |

T Tty
e o
miling
et Ly

]

Larks, featu
and his son W
delight from
Playbox, w
intended for
developed a
audience duriy
1925 to 1955. A
Bruin Boys o
Tilly and the Hi
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Boys! Build anything
you want

Your blushes

banished for
just five bob!

build with Meccano—you can have a different model
overy day of the year'if you wish |

A Meccano Outfit will give you endless enjoyntent
and hundreds of thrills] All the time you are
building and inventing models you will be earniog
the secrets of engineering—knowledge that will be
invaluable to you when you grow older,

The models you build with Metcano aro real
engineering models in miniature, because the&oara
built with real engineering Fartn—-Nutu and Ita,
Girders, Plates, Gear Wheels, Pinions, Cranks and
scores of others, These parts can be used over
and over again to make hundreds of different models,

I you already possess & Mocoano Outhit, buy mors
parts so that you may bulld bigger and better models,

Do sure you got Meceano this Chrlatmas |

PRICES OF MECCANO OUITFITS FROM 2/6 10 4%0)«

£500 IN PRIZES

Auk your Meconng dealer for an entey form and
full partionlaes of our grand £9o0 Model Bullding
Competition,

Part of the wonderful world of comics, foo,

Back in 1931 there seems to have been quite a lot
of sensitivily ahout inches, “Your height increased in
14 days or your money back” for just five shillings,
Said one ad, followed a few weeks later by another
“astounding” system offering three to six inches in 10
days for 1s, 6d. “Why pay more for less results?”

I'h thete¢ was the chap from § arborough wha
increased his ownt height to 6ft, 3%iins.—though he
neglected fo say how fall he was when he started,

df red noses and a lack of inches were pretty bad,
What aboul incurable blushing? Obviously something
ihat concerned “Maguel-ites”, Bul “shyness, nerves,,
aelleoncionsness™ could all be eured for fiye boh,

Stammers silenced

Neodlosw Lo say, there wore nl
slammoring,

A how aboul the chap who promdued “rohoat
Tentih, double BEven et sl binn oot sl [T
ll, U0 iy o your monoy haek"d Not oy wonli o
5( v LWL sl onptial,
! i
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318 TIADIFVINNG oF SRARY Wohile, Tl ”\Hm( I coutd hayve done without the servioey of
BZEEAas ailvit . The Boy Delecfive Supply Stores? Disguises, Krease
NI S800 Shny, e e puint (anllow or Chinese, y red-Indian) —to
IR T Lt Ahe sy Rl fredy Nay nothing of remoyable s and warls—were in
mLitTiekd nl yoiE LTe . Welle ens ihe kit on offer, And shilling bought that invaluable

WA BAME B0 Alens oleatly, am manual “Things the Boy "Tec Should Kuow",

A Y AT Modern concern for health might have frowned on
the ads for cigarelles and the gifts to be had with
coupons.

MECCANO Finally, there was the “preat adventure.” Boys, aged
11 to 19" were wanted for work in Canada, Australia

MECCAND LIMEED IDEBEE 10, OLDBWASN, LIVERPOOL and New Zealand, the ad said. “T'raining, outfit and

assisted passage may be obtaine

d through the Sal.
vation Army.” How m. 5 e

any fook up the offer?
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- Ef, BY THE WAY, HAVE You

“HAVE YOU a red nose? Send a stamp
{0 pay postage and you will learn how to
o e rid yourself of such a terrible affliction
2! There must have been ! {
A different model free of charge : ! :
z something in it, the firm with the miracle A & i T I R s =1 THOROUGHLY ENIOT &) IAAI ¢
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WE HAVE |
SEARCHED THI
WIDE WORLE

KOLSTER-BRANDES “MASTERPIECE"
We tested dozens of new 2.valve sets. . . ,
examined every set that claimed to compete
with the K-B “Masterpiece” and nof one sur-
passed the standard set by Kolster-Brandes,

500

The K-B " Masterpiece " in the finest yalus
offered! A revelation in Z.valve radim
Get your K-B quickly and enjoy the picll
of the winter programmes . , , fres by
saving BD.V. couponsfrom loday

The Kolsler-Brandes
" Magterpiece.” The

most compact. 2-valve
sel inexistencel
il dimens!
“X7E"

Over - al
7

c O U p O N s 7y E;uilg into —lhn
A
) N @ 4 Seatles

B

valves and in
lructions.

®
CIQARETTES

each Coupon worth 3
TIMES ovher coupon values
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queaky star
and a girl’s
est frien

I
DoN'r WOB! AR~
EVENOTHING 10 o
\ o w{'y'l;fcor WENIIYUN%}]% fh'
. %ﬁi:' LaN'T SUCCEED WITHOUT HER-_

COMICS come in all shapes [
and sizes — to say nothing of
tastes.

Each of these represents a

Test iyl

“Mickey Mouse Weekly” — this
one dates from 1937 — not only
reflects the global importance
of Disney’s squeaky superstar
but sets a trend for high-
quality colour production.

[]

“School Friend,” with its
tales of gymkhanas and
intrigues in the fourth-form
dorm, was the archetypal girls’
paper in an age before
Women’s Lib turned traditional
notions inside out.

“Knockout” was a post-war
attempt to re-capture old
magic in a new format. It was
a successor to “Magnet” and
included Billy Bunter — but
this time in comic strip form.

]

1€

Vol. 2. No. 65. May lst, 19

Sunday Mercury Comic Days Special 13
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Sunday Mercury Comic Days Special

THE TINPOT ALLEY BOYS START BROADCAST!NG!

A vast and quality range of sexual al
pijves. pills, creas
lingerie. The most comprehensi

produgts available anywhe

country.Our friendlya:

and advise you withol
o : o B ®
fast becomi l l e
the Bull Ring. why not wsvt !
f change your style

The Love Scene, 43 The Bull Ring,
Blrmmgham BS SDB

if vnumn' JH 1 on L
‘ for our full range of broch
under plain cover by retu p.)
Write 10 Dept68. ’

The Love Scene, 43 The Bull Ring,
4 Birmingham B5 5DB.

WHERE HAVE all the comics gone? Not
the red-nosed or blue type, but the penny pink
and the tuppenny coloured comics around
which our young world revolved happy years
ago

hose were the days when “school” and “war” were
dirty words dreamed up l)v those who ought to know
better, when no-one was a cissy because no-one wis ever
seen to hold hands with the g and
:mt‘)thdﬂy parties excepted. S(-x in comics was, of course,
aboo.

[

But what enchaniment the titles conjured up — “Larks,”
“Happy Days," “Comic Cuts,” “Chips," “Puck." “Bubbles,”
“Skipper,” “Wizard” “Champion” and “Gem”

Has the “Rainbow” finally disappeared in the gre)
of the pop picture-story magazines which are bor
terday and die tomorrow?

Weary Willie and Tived Tim at last found a haven
putside the warm pink pages? Were the boys ol
('ulu'l" evieted when the brave new Britain was

‘l)ulmwmk Aloxandria: Cairo: Holy I.nnd
(4 days)i Patmos: Ephesus: Istanbul:
Gythion and Rome ;
Outabar 4 o 24, 1979, Prides from £700
iolusive  (Mall  Landon/Venloo/Genoa/
Landan)

Wilhs iviw T yain ,-.u.n-m (e

A O Wishns o Lt {1
) i Mighy

Do Tiger Thn and (he

L Bk Boys now fnd (e
Ww y t0 Lugh 0t thelr contm
| ’mnn‘\ Koarky the Cal or

Vlghten Moaa Bl with

watonmding  tates of D
gr“ n Do fram wnother wue?

Y.
TEL, 01.930 2241

FER W1 TV

e welootboys i the

Jim's did not. But all were

1 P— ’_ S¢ _"(:r our (lm:-*
 (he maniers were —r TR T T A ——

l ' ‘ CHILIMOOD mamnrion Womemier hw wo wers

he " ‘ “" ' | come tumblig ik ol all R O L T T LA

thane  Apedial  chavasters i ol Adveitire's”
help you to (o e ol pamii pipars i\uuvn Mhbver and wheeled
Phore  wal  Dokporate ey e g viys o the
LOO Dty il Wi oow plon, Wiy

‘ el Circle wehoal I 4 1 I
subiconseionnty tnftiok wuy
wie Ao e il
Punter, the fat owl of the

| & Fil CHopu grew up, O "
l m onen b Greyiehrn and St "“ /-w'”' ey Nmmn Radio P
Wiskredd ol fenehiery
antiyhinge  whivwaen ot

Homaove, Wik nlwayn v Lant of the Ineas In AR A ol 1 toarned b R R CR Il e fwi vy

palding tuel hoxes, Thon WEhe Wisard"t Ponil By aennn of o pamie B A work's padhet monoy T T T |‘m Iy
Bea Llllful | thare win - Our I _‘nln In 1 venteiloquint Val 1oy ( e "k |.. T |,m‘ mlll I”..‘I..:”:‘y‘l.“...; ‘|‘|Hjll‘4“v e |‘.,|:.“4 I‘.”“:f‘r‘».»‘l-j”u.y“ ;
IKnockout" snylng “what's faflod  to wmnze  us it bt aohaol  ab five f { il ) Af ‘ Ne o
| for ten, ma?"! imes, we could try our voars of age. 1 wonder If nge bt bl yememher ey naving : " Il‘l\l
| hand at - detection with other vendory of the Sun the slmple pleanure 1 fell Bolding up Galling ke
I ] “Dixon Hawke" or disap day Morcury found hiy — When ho came home from — or tearihg dowi i
| pear Into the bowels of the — comic of wimilar value? — work on  Friday nights, DD would alwayns bo @
| Laurel and Hardy were  qapth in Sapper's  won The words wore 8o clearly 'I‘u"im;h”g me a - copy ol Lo satisfy  his  enorm
in "Film Fun" always derful tunnelling machine, printed and the syllables }f'lll“{"'ll ':l:t11"}“1"‘\‘4"””‘.'.“'-(IA appetite with o glant ¢
» April Offer % hard-up and in another hypenated to help bl ./x < JUNS, Smeth ple : A
fine mess. But usually they L Another memory of the iwick and  Pansy  Polter
F“EELONG VEIL ended up with some rich There was always a later years of buyhuod is strong  man's  daugh
i b 4 m:hmm‘;-u chap handing them an ‘om;,l‘:u serial around to What I recall as a splendid * would he almost bionie
old-fashioned . white ﬁv?l give us a big kick or we papcr, though }l was not I  REMEMBER my lln\;:r‘.’ M
da for a nosh-up of ‘luy a comic as such. This was brother sending me for the AROEIIIL LG MR O, WAY
Chn”.w’mNM.I:::":"‘:"':"":":;:::"“’:' | grub” : v N)nlllxlid \:itf :::;‘ps:ﬁ(‘l‘) ;::10 “The Modern Boy," though YRover! uml) “Wizard,  son's favourite when
100 """‘"""‘""““‘:""' ] i Nor should we forget  uion“the cowboy ventrie Idonot thinkitlasted very — These he would swap for W ?’i:\ll‘l\h' n:.nl I)'". I”\‘”
L.lusllsol"."g.lnd’“l’ Ak characters like Pans i lon; ther comic every woeek. 115 W ca Aori
i et el e || Bl (e stronarm gal };{qul‘:tlg(hb( '\:‘n;:mztxnmgﬁi‘e)} M my age T am out of | 2 Nossy Parker, I bolleve) MBENCEW.  JACKSY
modelied st the Strathatton | | and Keyhole Kate from the g qventure” westerner  touch with the comics of  wag on the page of Nechells, Birmingham
W 9'"“"“"““ “Beano.” Tickly MeTurk, today, but in my day it was  he “Rover.” Nosey would, r—=m—e——u—0
| The list is endless but A new bo, magazine common o give away . of course, end up with his
132 Castle Square, Weoley Casﬁe one thing is certain - Uley in those days an event  8ifts with the penny or nose trapped in someone's
Birmingham 29 — Tel: 021-477 M_r | don't print comics like 'em 4, e reckoned with. If you  twopenny COMICS. 1 letter box ecach week.
" | these days. — PATRICIA 0 1d not afford the 1d or remember “The Modern There were papers like
R RODWELL, Oldbury. 2d there was always a Boy” giving away coloured SIilm Fun,” “Tiger Tim's
p— e S SN R e S S e i wth « Cut-outs of racingiearsiands s Wesllyi Koy Wonder,"
someonie, “The Hotspur” trains. “Adventure” and “Kinema

sprang into being with a Perhaps because of my'  Comic. You would tind in
giant eagle on the cover early introduction  to them = characters  like
and a jumping frog inside reading through “Chicks Merlin the Wizard, Barney

HAD MY CH lps ! IN THE WESQTFICIIICDELiNDS AREA

the second issue. Free Own’ I have always been and Gus and all your film
gifts galore, L“"‘“L““.‘f keen on books' favourites like Laurcl and The H

| ® But those were our days, and papers. One Christmas’  Hardy, George Formby, V'J on
The mornings of tramcars when I was perhaps 10, an Lupino Lane “and Charlie Pl fC“
and cigarette cards, the Uncle in Canada sent me Chaplin. rofessio

| afternoons of hopscotch five dollars as a present. But, of course, I |/ ﬁ’i\(rflg;'
and  bubbling  Vantas After cashing the five remember best those cha- i
drinks, the nights of Andy dollars for £1 I horrified  racters from "Beano” and | .
Hardy and Harry Roy — the local newsagent by o A D s 81 T ]

| and the weeks and weeks spending the lot on all the

| of comics. — GORDON Christmas issues of every

l SPINK, Wembley Park, comic¢ and boys' paper.

| Middlesex. q But normally children of

| Ly || TOM CURRIGANLTD.

i MORN ING l NEAR WILL PURCHASE LICENSED BETTING

PRICES SLASHED ON DRALON 3- PIECE SUITES |[
|
!

Sandringham 3-Piece Suite. Special price £499. Nﬁmm_aw A
Normal gaie oy PRICE Minimum cash takings £3,000 per week.
Hatatl PRICE  salerno pink (wooden frame| £595  £399 ALTHOUGH it is many a garden wall. I remember 1 b PRICES PAID!
Chesterfiold complete with ladies Sk Ten cushionbrawn i yeu go I still remember my father picking me up TO
Shaabortian o £ o hion brow my urite comic paper with blood pouring from a treated in
E‘h‘:a;:f:an Plus many more in stogk |ty It was pink cul in my forehead. Negotlatmns reate {
e ‘ with Nv dventures of lllu]‘)plL nlll ; w(;:[”\:;‘;l\l stnctestcorgldﬁn;e .
| Weary Witlie and Tired and was able enjoy one: Mr. aultless.
B'“M'NGHAM‘S %i‘lx:xt'm the frent page. reading my favourite ‘ Teleph 2501
; CL SIVE Every Thursday mora- comic, But 1 still have the 921-359
| ing ¥ Twas Yad o dent and scar on my {
‘ fetch my paper. Bul one forehe: ul to ummd me ol
me \iny,‘ I had a nasty SEhpSY = G CHY, i
| accident and fell against “’v:-iun-su;wr-M.no



Sunday

my comics from a secondhand shop on the
Dudley Road. They cost a penny for two or
you could take four clean ones in and
exchange them for two.

“The Champion” was the only comic I
bought new, because of the glossy black-
and-white picture cards, I collected a set

Champion—for the champs

BORN in Welverhampton, I used to get

of 50 showing past and present boxing
champions and kept them for years,

My other favourites were “The Magnet,”
“Cormc Cuts,” “Chips” and “Nelson Lee.”
How about bringing them back — beys don’t
really change that much. — H, T. PEPLOW,

Sedgley, Dudley.

&mm Chester: &%

Still reading
’em at 71!

(Centinued jrom pege 1.}

"o Bisted. © I'm in (R
me the fale elum'r in dua cotrse.

nd 1
gleclaro (hat ha waa 10
il ernpped the oo

Then Hmljr- & spotted the wooden

I
-nndan
e tedy Pl
ko tondly imagined that

And Tilly

2 eat ki
sid T iy,

[
e N hrm .

M
ﬁh
Andull nh weot with
tike wea bringing up the resr,

Thw 0

tarTiny

~That’s done 81"
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From

“The Kinama Comie':

TE Down e
atang aod said

Aud b for 3,
Tunning kick st i,

iy, i §
e Thers's x big el eo
ratio, he briboed \m bv||

L l.u mr came.

e looki
uur way, Mister Conklin
kmkn 10 take &

50 that was ail right.

of Octobier 18, 1920,

I READ “Nelson
Lee,"” “Gem" and “Sexton
Blake" from the age of 14
and T still think they were
the finest stories of that
and any other age.

What a great pity we
have not got anything like
them today. They were.
good clean fun and won-

derfully constructed
stories.

I am now 71 and pleased
to say that I am still

reading them as I have
several copies of "Nelson
Lee," "Sexton Blake," and
“Buffalo Bill" dating from
1923. — E. CLAMP, Hand-
sworth, Birmingham,

THE = best  detective
magazine was “Sexton
Blake," with Tinker, his
youthful assistant, Pedro
the hloodhound and their
lovable housckeeper, Mrs,
Bardell,

There also
policeman, Inspec
Grant, and a French girl

was the

enlled Julie. Both she and
Itake  thovught  highly  of
QeI b BUL LIE W is a8
AWELEAAMB, WL, Rl

pham

I used to
e Jam  Jars and
and run crrands to
comics. My fav-
Comic Cuts,"
‘Chips,'" “Funny Wonder,"*
“Merry and Bright,” and
“Film = Fun.” Later I
graduated to the book-
types like “Hotspur,"
“Rover,"" “Wizard," ‘Cham-
pion,"”  “Bullseye” and
“Adventure.”

When we had read them
a Jocal shop exchanged
them, two for one off a file

FOLKAIST ROCAN, RAF.

on the counter, The regular

dodge was to slip one
inside another, but jt did
not always pay.

I cnught, you would lose
your own el thoe

Paehin o i
L1 I§

YUl oy ng
he i

CARIL
|t O A A Y

*

HOW well T remember
“The Magnel." There was
always an argument in our
house as to who should
read it first. Usually, my
elder brother won, being
bigger than me. He would
curl up on the sofa for a
couple of hours or so,
chuckling at the antics at
Greyfriars,

We would be giving him
devastating loeks but my
brother could not care less.
He was in another world

reading aboul Bunter and
Co,, and so was 1 whaen 1
eventually got hold of ""I'he
Magnet," = R, L. LILLe
INGTON, Fariswood,
Warwlols

ORH fiaw b i Lrned 10

YORER nl npe e remomiher
conilon wueh an "Chipn "
“"Woary Willle and Plrod
Tim," the comleal tramps

on the front page, nlways
seemed Lo bhe nicking ples
or iced cakes off window
sills, But why they were

put out to cool by the cook
always puzzled me.

Court and a [mlul o
Mi Collum by the
office boy, which was
of 'bhad  spelling

and
frowned on by my parents
as being detrimental to my
education,

Measles and

1 WAS six at the time
and in bed with measles.

A young school friend
dropped by and left me a
copy of “Mickey Mouse
Weekly."

1 ' c¢huckled away at
Mickey, Gooly, Pluto,

Donald Duck and the oth-
ors and forgot «ll about my
uncomfortable spots.
Even today, whenever I
hear Mickey Mouse men-
fioned, it takes me back to

the days when T had
measles. — MRS, M.
PUTNAM, All
~Coventry.

C LOOKING  back many

yr'.ns the very first comie
which 1 wm(-mhcl was
#The Rainbow.”
AL llu‘ time lh(‘ll‘ was a
ial story run-
about a it bu_v
soldier father w
ssing in the 1914-18 war.
The mlc of this pathetic
story s "Where is My
Daddy
The most serious side of
my carly reading was
dken up with the doughty
Cdecds of that unforgettahle
trio Jack, Sam and Pete

-

(not forgetting Rory the
dog) who were portr \r‘d
weekly in the “Marvel.”
The exciting exploits of
those boyhood heroes fas-
cinated me, with the for-
midable  assortment of
firearms they toted,
together with the fantastic
amounts of money they
had which enabled them to
fight or buy their way out
or any sticky si
Another great fi
weekly of mine w
Jack" which, year
changed its  name to

“Detective  Weekly.” The
character featured in this
famous puaper 5 Sexton
Blale, with Tinker and the
bloodhound Pedro.

These  famous names
and the many cases of

hard fought battles with
their enemies in the cri-
minal  underworld pro-
vided me with countless
hours of thrilling reading.

THOMAS J. FIGG,
Green,  Birming-

*

MY delight of the woek
when I was at school was
“Girl's Crystal T used to
feteh the groceries 1o earn

L

Mickey Mouse

the money to pay for it on
Saturday

The dear man at the
shop would give me a
handful of- sweets from

edach of the open boxes on
display and I think I used
to have almost a pound of
them for free. That, and
my book, were heaven. —

MRS, PEGGY PHILLIPS,
Kingstanding, Birming-
ham,

*

WHAT wonderful weeks
they were shortly after the
First World War for the
Just-growing-ups. For the
adults there were world
problems and local _diffi-
cultics but to those of us
who were still at school
cach day was a bonus.

On Monday “The Mag-
net" with Billy Bunter,
Tuesday brought the
“Funny Wonder,"” Wednes-
day was Tom Merry in the
“Gem*™

while Thursday

had both “Sexton Blake
and "Nelson Lee

That there were earlier

ones, - we L knew. o Ally

Sloper's . Weekly"  could

alw, be had from mar:

ket stalls.

I remember the gaudy

“Union Jack" which lived

up to its title, and the
Monday I went to get my
first copy of the newly-
published “Rainbow.” A

year or two later came the
never-to-be equalled
“Children’s  Newspaper,”
while my older brother
had “Topical Times" it
weekly sports magazine.

@ came “Kinema
to oust Wednes-

“Comic Cut The
Own Paper” was too
classy for us, bhul we
looked for the annual

every year, when we had
outgrown the marvellous
“Chatterbox.”

Never, though, did we
outgrow the marvellous
"“Chums" with its special
offers of pen-knives And
five shillings for p

was so very patriotic
but then, so were the oth-
ers. — R. BURCHNALL,

Leicester.

A\J unforgettable “Bull-
story concerned a
millionaire cripple living
in an ceric mansion. He
would pay £1,000 to anyone
who could thrill him with
a story. Every weeck a

strange character called at
the mansion and told a
story that was a cracker.
Those were the days. —

AJ.B, Moscley, Birming-
ham,
*
MY son, who will be 34

this year, joined the Bagle
Club when he was seven,
Our milk woman used to
bring his ¢comie when sho
came on her round. Where
we lived there were no
shops or buses and his
"Eagle" meant the carth
to him. Mind you, we older

ones always took advan-
tage of our ch ¢ to read
it while he w away at
school. MRS. D. B.

WHITI, Donnington,
ford, Salop.

*

WHIEN I was a schoalboy
some 56 year ago my
favourite comic was
“Rover” which I had fr om
the first issue. It w
published every Thurs
priee 2d, and I carried un
reading it for some time
after leaving school.

1 always found

el

their

stories to be adventurous
and exciting and they had
articles on all sports and
some very_ funny comic
cartoons.

I remember the free
gifts which they gave such
as miniature ¢ which
were treasured po sions
at the time. Most memor-
able of the free gifts,
howeyer, were the handy
pocket albums which were
full  of interesting and
useful information about
birds, butterflies, stamps,
trains, and  coats of
arms. C. F. DARRBY,
Handsworth, Birmingham.

*

ONE  of my
nemories from the ¢
(I.x\s is a paper called 7T

Popular! which,
week, had a story

chief

every
from
eich of the three schools

Greyfriars,
and Rookwood.
like myself,

St Jim's
To anyone
whose affee-
tion was not confined to
one school, this weekly
selection was a Godsend.
- A, ANDREWS, Sutton
Coldficld.

“Comlo Cutn
anothor of thin peviod,
Tom the Tleket of 1«
man on the fronl piage
alwo  featured  Hom
Hoolor the stray dop

e, Lhie

nisn

g
alter e
Vorld War, In limlml
thoy woerd all tasued
Chelstman dothle numbif
at a penny ench

\m]ml.n

These comle atrips wid
adorned with luvl
amounts  of  Know U
icicles, with  plum
dinga put out to cool 1o
traditionally  plnched

the tramps or Homols

Heetor, W, N. NIWICT 4

Acocks  CGreen, rmbw
ham

*

I READ my st ooy

of the “Muagnet" In 10

could

i a il
liking a boys' paper, bt

spent my 2d. pc
on it every
always  asked for

annual at Christimas un

I left

hooks and comics
own two sons, but
were worn out wilh |
reading.
Eyven

Lhe

how I go o 1
childre d(plllmrm
the lib: v and bring how
a Billy Bunter bool, |
.mvuss makes i mi
RS. J. SANDAI
Shvldon, Bir mmumm

*

AMONG the we
Jomics and magi
be had during the yonm
between 1916 and 1920, o
stood out from all (¥
others and that was
ton Blake."

In the Birmingham 11|
Coat  School this
sought after book wu
feast of crime detectin
and also a form of
rency among us pupils

It bought you, hy |
way of barter, a round
two of dry bread.

“Nelson Lee,” “Gen
and “Magnet” all had the
worth but “Sexton Blal
was the maost valued.
HANDFORD, Great
Birmingham.

i

Ba



“MASTHEAD ahoy, shouted a bluff old
sea-dog clad in a captain’s uniform, with a
patch over his right eye, as he stamped about
on a wooden leg.”

Thus began another saga of the sew in the
“Boy’s Graphic” back in the summer of 1390.
Other  thrilling  items  included an
Knglishman’s adventures in Spain, a tale

called The Fakir's Curse and Riven by Steel advice of (he man hehind  passing  mention
a yarn of soldiering written by one Colonel the desk. uses {
Offen the fone was stern  punishment,

'enn
“Doe:
my birth?

cleanliness  of  thought,
word and deed and a taste
for adventure around the

ny stain rest on
" So asked Rob

RN [lhe indulging in it deserves &
mel’s  tale, bhefore  world that was to survive 1 e 8 ! RSk
tng off to enlist in the for dcca:!es. sound ﬂoggu"lg."' % foodstuff for guinea pl:gs‘
my to fight the Zulus. s ‘;fl:::fcnx 0[:;10\;‘:‘1 ‘l;geﬁ l
But most illuminating o misdemeanou £ ¢
Moral tone all l\J\'cre the letters to the comniuttt;]d. x“l‘lg'll lh[c ed'xtolxz Freckles .
editor from his readers — }lrlilél‘]l(derteo. llisef:‘l%hil;‘? o}lixe Various.  imperfections

It was, perhaps, in this  or rather, the editor’s.
o of Kmpire and British
that the style of
sulve waves of boys’
wlory papers and comics
wis truly set, There was
W mornl tone, a belief in

replies, For, in an often:
confusing conundrum of &
page, the letters were not
printed at all, just a name,
initials  or
followed by

pseudonym
the weighty

as with the immortal lines
— “smoking is a dirly
habit and any boy caught

wants a flogging.”
Perhaps he had been
carried away by another
series running in the
magazine on life at Eton
which had more than a

But it all hi'ped to
leaven the usual diet of
‘queries
rabpits  or the

about

and physical disabilities
were often the subject of

letters
appearance of freckles,

stuttering and so on, There
seems to have been quite

00,

like

a  pre-gceupation  with
stature even then — “gooa
food and plenty of open-air
exercise are the only
means fe increase your
height.” 5

Good work with Indian
clubs and dumb bells was
recommended 0
straighten” out round
shoulders while ‘““a Jarge
hook tied hetween the legs
when going to bed at night
is often .recommended fo
cure knock-knees,”

On the other hand, there
was such splendid advice
as: “Persons having weak
Tungs should on 1o

‘Sunday Metcury Gomic Days Special ).

ADVENTURE AHOY!

Fakir’s Curse —and a
flogging from Editor!

oceasion play wind
instruments”  and  the
eryptic “all depends on the
state of the glands. Try

‘something of an acid’

nature.” ‘
Fools were not suffered

gladly and were often

rebuffed with a curl “don't
ask silly questions,” or the
withering: “We have never
heard how many Hs there
are in St. Luke's Gospel
and have not time to sit
down and count them.”
While praise for

publication was al
welcome, certain
suggestions  for stories

were not. One poor lad and
his friends wha simply
requested a highwayman
story were told: “We do not

intend {o disfigure our
paper with sensational
rubbish.”

An aspiring poet got
pretty short shrift, too,
when he was told: “Your
verses are not peetry at

all, as they lack the first
essentials — they do not
even rhyme.” What would
all our modern poets say?

Hand-writing was
clearly a big thing and if
it was good you might be
told that you were suitable
for office work. One genius
with a pen was actually
given the ultimate
accolade of heing told he
was good enough fer the
Ciyil Service.

On morals, the Graphic
thundered: “You are a
very foolish boy to allow
such thoughts to take
possession of you, Give up
the idea once and for all

or you will inevitably
suffer.”
And finally, wWis

everything so marvellous
in our Empire when the
editor could say: “We
should not advise cither
¢lerks or book-keepers (o
emigrate to any of our
colonies?”
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HARRY STANTON:
A Story of Real Life.
By Guy Ravyig,

S

charTeR NXI(Continved.)

1OMPLETELY ex-
Tuusted Harry foll
down upon & hedge bank,
and Charlie dropped by
his side, neither attempt-
ing to speak until soma
minutes had elapsed.
Their faces weee burning
jiot, and their unders
clothing  clommy  with
Jerspiration.

#Do you think it wise
to go on in this state?"
ventured  Charlie,
feel more dead than elive,
and_ by this tim
whole iicighbourhood will
et lamed. I8
v casy o talk abont
sunning iy, Dt
1 ghall T

&

No. 16,--Vol, L]}

Wi Wi hake w
Jped kbbb
I

A Mlivy wf Mewl Ly,

HARRY STANTON :

" SATUREAY, JUNE 21, 1890,
T

WHEN I was smali and
:;:U'Cd dwilh my grandma
e used t e y
Wonh 0 buy me Funny
I can sce ner
carefully donning "ﬁxf
shawl and placing her hat
on her head, securely fix-
Ing' it with a pin throug"h
gol'_bun. Then, with her
asket on her arm she
would go shopping, L
She asked me why I
!1kcd the “Funny Wonder”
ialn‘t;l I iaid it was because
vas &: a
wondm-.mm) and made me

1933 T began to writ
gnwl' in New Zc‘dl:mdo i
¢ have kept inllou *h
ill! _U‘n'oug‘h the years ar(ld
”.S‘tll‘]' Write regularly, so
1 "Gem" has a special
]p\}ur':" N my memories. —-
P_Rb. L. J. GOODWIN
enn, Wolvox'hampton, ;

The

boys
shown

over an

A pal for
life thanks
to ‘Gem’e

nation by a Chinese secret

The series T remember
Wilh the greatest affection
appeared early in 1997
concerned the discovery of
a lost oasis in the Arctie,
were

T and

being
hg airship”
which was due to sotg}:f);
11] search of a lost explorer
V\hcn_u broke free from its
moorings, It drifteq out of

*Single or double glazed
*Direct from our factory,
*Easy payments arranged.
“*Made to measure by
craftsmen

My sister and I tried to

-

! 3 society and taki o
I used {o like the “ TP ¢ iK' Sohosy  (opY thes

even though it wa; a(}!;:n § NLp]s(i:' IP:T;*nl{gZ School, tuzl')é x]l}?lcs;‘lx{teclfx}(s)r?: xfxlérm- e l,
aper. ¢ ol i C i i rence's, | L8

g(?xg;‘x'l Té’f‘& used to run a  housemaster and N'lin)m SR C[MCHCC'; . '

I ends feature and jn  pupil. e Northfcly B SR

N_or'thficlAd, Birmingham,

; .I. DON'T know why, but
48 a very small child T was J
a_lwzu's a little scared of
‘I‘xe:\'holcu Kate in the : > ;
t(?(k?d)/. Whenever I came ; L7
VVIIJKiN‘js‘ erit. — MRS. M, i 756)10;;%(’)“’? d

j Allesiay, SPARKHiLE%&gggﬁ?

S
A’,’,’""m

T Bt

Y xldren.
Of course you do, il you kr
b @ you do, ¢ know that the good th ) <
||ul:l[l“i;1||‘|l: uII' I»T:( yj“vlt,'('l'\l":v|“n";“ is probably thu‘ s:l)f?céglrl\fi(()‘iieléycedllhgl\:é\he';ow i;:u ng t[;“-m
. gt N § = ce, /i , andiwou enefit
meostnnes poaDL | enormously > { ami
: 'llvll\ Children do not get the chanes of a food aive her ::v\.nrvr;?:?-]uthlilz:: f‘;ltr;rﬂ]hla- ﬂl”p”v 'COL”d
| P PP Y TP MRS LR KT A 1T
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You're Buying the BEST BOY 5 el

Bamper Twopennyworth

7”6““"“2"

‘Qiﬁ;u cmm BEAT:

ND NOVELTY TOY FREE rcad ail about
vy saumoay. ggAALL READERS NEXT WEEK. =amazing offer on p
173 NG AD'EITIIRE R
smv mu W mwm

A FUNDAY COMIC 'ﬂll. EVERY WERKI

t there!s a treat every week in the Sunday Mercury . . . thair own

FOR today's youngsters ther: ,p v i 'W & melvian Hire fromt old

favourites like Mickey Mouse, Popeye, Tarzan, Bnu- Bunny and Peanuts, and newer ones

like Timbuctoo, Superman and Bloop. Plus prize purles and the youngsters’ own Punday
contributions.

Only the Mercury, the Midlands’ own family Sunday newspaper, has this super st Bo
make it the Mercury, mum . . . with o regular order avery wask,

- i, W -
No 15! Vol 15. ¢ Every Tnesday i
LAU

REL AND HARDY

i

PLANET
PATROL
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