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The Rio Kid Rides Again!

meet up with you,” said the Kid. “I
firure that you belong to Hall's
outfit.”

“You said it.” assented one of the
burly punchers, “and T guess we want
to know uhu you are, and who's that
guy you're toting around, all
h'mdmrui up.’

“ Mebbe the guy we're looking for,
(‘.uh:m:iu i «:_u:l the other long- limbed

man, * He sure was due tu hit the
ranch this afterncon, and he uever
came.”

“Surest thing vou know, Bill

Saunders !” said Colorado. “I guess
I ain't seed the guy before, but he’s
about the heft of the man Mister
Hall's described to us.”

“If the man you're looking for is
Mister Dunn, your uew foreman,
yow're sure squinting at him now!”
said the Kid.

“How come he’s all
this, and
Colorado,
ionk.

“That’s an easy one, Colorado!
broke in the dark, handsome puncher,
his eyes gleaming hostility at the
Kid. “The rustlers shot up our last
foreman, and the whole bunch knows
that Sear Face and his gang allowed
that they would shoot up the next
man when lhe came.
ain't fur to look for the rustler what
shot lim up.”

shot np like
bandaged ?”  demanded
with erim suspicion in his

1

some !

Aud I guess we

“1 was jest thinking so, Hand-
said Colorado, with a nod.

“Aw, can it, you gecks!” said the
Kid, with a cheerv erin. “If T was
a IUHUL' , and shot up Mister Dunn
that-a-wav, do vou figure that I'd
bandage him up “afterwards and ride
him Lome where lie ]J{_‘lUllUb You
got another guess coming.’

Colorado seratched his sun-blistered
nose.

“That's hoss-sense!” he admitted.
“You ain’t threec miles from the
ranch, and you're hitting right there
the way you was wo:u‘r_“hc'n we
raised you on the prairic, All the
same——"

“ A1l the same, Mister Dunn's been

shot up, and sure he can’t spill who
did it the way lhe is now!"” said
Saunders. “I guess we all knew the

rustlers might ln\ cunning after him.
I want to know who this kid pumlu'l'
is, and what he's doing on Hall's
stamping-grounds 7

“Name of Carfax, if you're honing
to klm\t " osmiled the Kid., *“ Fellers,
you're wasting time chewing the rag
—vyou want to Mud me a haud getting
this guy to the ranch, where he can be
looked after. I'll tell you, he's spilt
a lot of juice, and there’s two chunks
of lead somewheres inside him this
minute. I've covered a good sixteen
miles getting him away from the
aaloot you call Scar Face”

“You're coming on to the ranch®”
asked Colorado r]nuhtfnll_y

“Atn't T shouling at out"" asked
the Kid zood-humouredly. “Take the
other side of lLim, hombre, and buin
the trail.”

Colorado and Szumdors nxchuugml
glances. deoubtful and
suspicions; but the Kid's offer to ride
on to the raneh with them disarmed

Tlipw  wore

suspicion. They nodded; but if the
two Texas punchers were satisfied, the
man they ealled * Handseme” was
not. He pushed his horse a little
neaver to the Kid, his cves gleaming

and his lips seb
“You pesky boueheads ! he rapped.

“You letting that gol-darned rustler
put it across you as easy as all that?

There's our foreman. all shot up—"
“Aw, can it, Handsome!” drawled
Colorado. 1 guess vou ain’t going

to put on no mourning for him.
all the bunch wise to it that vou
put in for the foreman's place when
old Jake was shot up a week ago.
Now the noo man's shot up the same,
I guess you'll be putting in again
for it.”

The dark, handsome puncher gave
his companion a fierce fook. Then bis
black eyes gleamed at the Kid again.

“There’s our foreman, shot up and
tied to his cayuse,” he snapped.
“We've cot Mr. Hall's orders to shoot
on sight if we raise gue of Sear Face's
gang.”

His Colt was ouf,
the muzzle lifted

and
110
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In amnother second the boy out-
of the Rio Grande would hkave
rolied from his mustang, with a bullet
through his heart. But that sccond
was more than enough for the wateh-
ful, wary Kid. He did not lift a run
—ilte fired lmm the hip, cven as *m‘
handsome man's Colt swung up—and
the roar of the six-gun was followed
by a yell of agony from Handsome.

The Colt went ﬂ_ylnnr into the grass,
smashed by the bullet. A spatter of
blood went with it. The handsome
man clasped his right hand with kis
le ii yelling with pain.

‘Tiunder | gasped Colorado.

“Carry me home to die !” ejaculated
Saunders. “Stranger, I've sure seen
some guys that was sudden on the
shoot, but vou've got them beat to a
frazzle! T'll say you've learned some-
where how to handle a six-gun.”

The Rio Kid grinned.

“T should smile!” he agreed.
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cf the new Ooronation stamps from - Nyassaland
and Turks Island, both depicting our King and
Queen. Limited number pnly, which cannot bhe
repeated.  Send immediately 24, for postage,
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to see our bargain approval sheets. Send 2d.
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“I'll

tell a man this baby isu’t Litting the
Lazy S for a frout seat in a funeral.
Not so's you'd notice it! I ouess that
bulldozer you ezll Handsome won't be
handling his hardware so spry aesin
for a week or two to come! Say, you
‘uns riding on:”

“Pull on him, you skunks !” panted
the handsome man hoarsely. “Pull
on that pesky rustler—"

“Aw, pack it up, Handsome!™
drawled Colorade derisively. “I
auess if you'd got away with that

dirty game we'd have bocted you off'n
the ranch! You've sure got what you
asked for! Chew on that, you gun-
slinging firebug.”

He made a sign to lis comrade, and
they pulled in their horses on either
side of the wunconscious foreman.
Then the Rio Kid released him, glad
enough to get a rest from his burden.
He rode on with the two punchers.
Glaucing back over his shoulder, he

grinned as he saw the handsome man
leap from his lorse, and, stooping,

search savagely in the grass for his
Colt.  That guy could, the Kid
figured, shoot with his left; but he

did not figure that that Colt wouldl
be of much use when the curaged
puncher found it.

With a cheery grin on his face, the
Kid rode on with the two CU\\I]U\‘b.
and he was glad to sce the ranch
buildings rise into view over the
prairie—glad to ride in at the gate,
to turn his mustang into the corral,
and to join a l]i(‘('lY bunch at the
Imukhouuc for bacon and beans!

The Kid will be wilh you again in -
next week's Free Gift Issue. He
scitles doun to rwhat he hopes '
will be a happy life on the Lazy -
S, but trouble is only just vaund :
: the corner. Once again his life
A depends on his shooting ! _
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