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‘frairTor s -iram
(Continued frem page 23)

some of them near enough to the Kid
for him %o discern the brand of the
Lazy S on their hides. Handsome
Harris was riding towards the huts.
As he approached them six or seven
rustlers gathered to mect him.

The Kid, scanning face affer face,
did not pick out the scar-faced rustler
among them, and he reckoned that
Sear Face was not at home. But with
or without their chief, it was lalilill
that tlhe rustlers were going to ride,
and ride at once. Within five minutes
of Handsome's arrival they were
leading horses from the corral to
saddle up.

The Kid counted seven of the men,
but he noted that they saddled eight
cayuses, which made him wonder
whether Scar Face was, after all,
somewhere in the camp. That Hand-
some was aiming to ride with them
he did not reckon—the spy was not
likely to run that risk. "Morcover,
Handsome had disappeared from
sight among the huts, and the Kid
did not see him again.

Suddenly a man with a scarred face
came striding from the Ituts to mount
a horse held for him by one of the
gang. The Kid's eyes fastened on the
scarred desperado who had fired on
him at the camp-fire on the prairie.

But he hugged cover as Sear Face
and his gang came riding for the
ravine. Deep in a creviee in the

across the valley in a bunch, but at
{he arroyo they struug out in single
file to ride down. With a clattering
of hoofs on stones, a splashing of
water, the Scar Face gang passed the
hidden Kid, and the clattering died
away down Lhe arroyo.

At last the Kid left cover and
advanced cautiously towards the
group of huts. All the rustlers had
just ridden out under his own cyes,
but Handsome Harris had not been
with them. As the little valley was
empty that could mean only one
thing—Handsome was .in one of the
huts! His gun was in his hand, his
eyes watchful as a cougar’s. If Hand-
some Harris put up his hands the Kid
was ready to ride him back to the
ranch a prisoner, but if he chose gun-
play the Kid was ready for that, too.

He hunted cover as he advanced, but
he knew that if an eye was on the
alert he must be seen, and every
moment he expected bullets to whiz
from the huts. But there was no shot
fired.

It was a puzzled Kid that reached
the huts and searched them with lifted

+ » y + -
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ood at last

St Sl r . T 4
more puzzled Kid that st t 1
unbelieving

staring about him with
eves.  For hut after hut had heen
drawn  blank—Handsome was nob
there, and the Kid was the only living
man in the valley. Yet the whole
valley was open to the Rid’s eyes, and
if Harris had left the huts the Kid
would surely have seen him. He was
not in sight, yet e had not ridden
away with the rustlers, and he was
uot in the huts.

It was a mystified Kid that trod
at last down the arroyo from the
locked valley and tramped back to the
mesa where he had left his mustang.
“His brow was clouded with puzzled
thought. He mounted Side-Kicker
and rode at a gallop for the Lazy S.

It lools as if the Kid is asking
jor trouble when he leaves his
herd on the Apache range, and
that's what Handsome thinks,
too. But unknowun to the rustiers
as they ride down they are sur-
rounded by THE WATCHERS
OF THE RANGE!
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