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Grand School Tale :

“THE PREFECTS OF BOWKER'S HOUSE.” By JACK NORTH,

Splendid Detective Story :

“A REGIMENTAL MYSTERY.”
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" LARINGA BEGAN TO PLAY A LOW, SOOTI :
IKE WAX BEFORE FIRE. A DULL LOOK CAME INES
F A SLEEP-WALKER. (See page 9° z e
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| that unspeakable blackguard!”

- NEXT SATURDAY:

Buy “The Unis- Jask "-Every Fllise s =l
NEW SCHOOL TALE. YOU CAN START NOW.

-

L. TAE RIvALS oF STHIT'S
B B Chado Youilee

BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE FIRST CHAPTERS., =
When Pat Nugent arrives at St Kit's an election is taking ’:lcnotbr the
captainéy of the sghoo! between Arthur Taibot and Eldred .y, Talbot
gains the victory. Pat is thrown into o cupboard by some juniors, and falls
voices—the voices of Ekt-od’ Lacy % Fio

asfeep, On waking up he hooars
brother, Rupert Lacy, the squire of Lynwood: : You must ruin and d
Arthur Taibot, and drive him from the school. Heis a menace to me—to both
¢ us. But ruined and disgraced, driven Torth into poverty and obscurity, |
shail no longer fear him1™ :
~ = Pat becomes great chums with Blagden and Creene.
One day a tramp, named Bilack, stops Arthur Talbot and
};’ls fathc;. The latter believes hir, as he has never known
o gives him some money. z
at, remembering what he had heard when
decides to shadow kg‘cg.,. and overhears the bul
terribie piot against i Talbot, The ;
while a cricket-match is on, and clalms bo
However, Black is warned off the piace by one
goes to his study. Later the Head ne him,
silver-box that fongs to Arthur, ]
ope . % No,' said Arthurs it Is not to be ed -
Besides, it may only prove that Black Is my fatherl” (Now g

siory.)

'has never be

Ay o oo vary, and by fho

The Head has a Chat with Tatbot.

Dr. Kent felt his heart sinks.

Truly, this was the most plausible theory of the secret of
the silver box. : S N o

It/ would be no gain to Jearn for cerfain that the ruffian -
Black was in reality, and indisputably, the father of the boy
lie claimed as his son. - :

“No,” said Talbot, *we can leave the silvez box out of
!.113 qx;e_stion. I have !nedver atltach?d any 8:“‘ ;mponrtoa;oe .
it, and in any case a pledge solemnly given to a Man A
cannot be broken. K’o must deal with this man who claims
to be my father. I try mob to believe that he speaks the
trath, and yet I am aware that my feeling comes from the
heart, not from the head. I cannot resist g eopviction that
this shame is real—that I have found my father at. Jast in

e s —_— R

And the captain of St Kit's dropped his head upon
hands with a groan. Sl

“ My poor boy! Take courage; at all events we are
certain yet, and in any case the man cannot claim

“ A father can claim bis sonl” —— - o

“Not if the son is well cared for by good
father is a blackguard not fit:to have th
exclaimed the doctor, ° Exactly how such
at law I do not know; but this I do know,
has neither the money nor the desire to g0
subject. So far as actually elaiming you
can defy him.” =

“ Yes—yes, I suppose 503 but—~—"

‘He must have parted with yol
therefore forfeited his elaim. — An
offered, ‘though sufficient to make us
absolutely nothing in & court of law.”

“ But if he is my father——" -

‘Do not deceive yourself upon
owe such a man no duty, no o
father, he has forfeited every claim.
not believe it. I repeat that you have n

“I supposc he could not teke me &
but he has disgraced -me here:
fellows in the face again?’

“The best of them will

this, Arthur’” e
< ‘* No doubt; but they 2
‘I have enemies, and n
to regard a disreputable
tc}mse who are sorry for me
ime.” s S

The good old doctor was silent.

He knew that there was a great

The boys at St. Ki ma)
wealthy parents, and, as at.
tertain element of snobbishness,
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. The Commiitea oF the Sixth. This waz & gew‘ vfew;r to the fea-party, but many of tﬁ'—\) ;
3 : s Were quite ready to endorse it. b 5
.%Wh:!o those nllwr{atﬁle hours fo: i.’%lx’thur: Talbot passed on o Sgll. he is captain;”’ remarked Dunn. “It would wanb @
Neaden wings, Kidred Lacy was not idle. lot of nerve to ask him to resign, wouldn’t it?” £

| From the point of view of the prefect, all had gone well.
1 lBln::k had s?‘runk his cowardly blow, and no one at 8t. Kit's,

‘g0 far as the prefect was aware, knew that he had had a hand
in bringing about the disgrace that had overwhelmed the

captain. ==

ﬁdred Lacy believed in striking the iron while it was hot, T e e iy
&1 he was Sover elow is do au il-oatured acthn.l_ .:An{l 70' pLauy. gluzxce}l‘ round at the interested faces. CoE Y
iw.hclle ‘:I'alhb'ot o l:}m:ged 15 thlig?e‘:ftwgﬁ?m B *There are eight of us here,” he said: -**Eight seams ﬁ% 2

Co'n;{:‘g 183?:}%.,:!“?252:;3%.691{] afte;;t»}'\e affair of Seth meﬂto be a] ;itood}nnId suitable number for a committes,” :
‘ 3 . . < 2 aywood laughed. z .
o bk omn (oncis, o Sobed them 10 come. snd have - But I say, we can’t appoint ourselves u giddy coms

“I don’t think so,”” said Lacy. ‘*It would be a nérve Imﬁ
a single chap, or two or three, but if a committee of tha'
Sixth went to him, and put the thing plainly, he'd be sure
to see reason. Don’t you think so?” "?

“Well, yes, I dare say he would. But how about getti'*__-i‘
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* A 2 T s s mittea!” he exclaimed. * We’ll have to put it to the w
f:g:(énwi?:{%%?hgh;yo;e:gdnafe 2 e::: "?:'l;;;ng;‘d ][;‘ﬁ;lvt; Fo.frln-('l;n,t gee it. We don’t want to make a lot of talk ubml;g‘ ‘&‘ :
33 of money, Whatever the Squire of Lynwood's faulis were, it, and make things unpleasant for Talbot, more unpleasant ™

‘t:o'&‘:r “‘e"zr }:"k"‘gwl‘:) 52';913’:?s”?:“{g:dshlgoﬁg“?x; than they are, I mean, If he won't take any notico of
{ 'llan.% Pasi &llntd! Lioy's feods weyre s W Rt Kot 'S opinion, then it will be time to call upon the whole ¥orm,®
R 471 the: Invited seniors wyere not long in turning “l; SRy This was putting it skilfully, with an appearance as
fags, watghful for crumibs thai fell from the rich man’s table, Lacy were actuated by a desire to spare Talbot's feelings &
‘Tih' the shape of cakes and biscuits and [ruits, after the guests much & hy»a"ythmg., else. :

? Sl X ! 1 i As a matter of fact, he knew that such an expression
! finished, were on their best behaviour, and had set the St b ks S Ve £
itable nicely, the cloth also covering a desk which stood at one ~ OPinion by eight members of his Form would wound Talbos
Qad %5 ma{'e ot Miore. extensive to the quick, and perhaps hurry him -into an indignan ;5
; Foer old desk vo;z"re; ., -giddy St [ deid < Dioin lf'esx r_\ah;)u. whxc}tx Lacy would see afterwards it was not easy:
ki 440y, O eal; yaui 1 ¥ or mm to retract. Z
#This 13 the kind of thing one likes after an afternoon’s _ “Well, it seoms & good whaeze,” said Haywood, at

cricket, though I must say that the cricket to-day was rather “ He ought to resign, and we can put it to him in a frien

222220
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@ rotten kind of a frost.” way., If he does so, there’ll be a new electio ;
T4 v ) : n_for eapta
I:“! ,hu,ghed. : 2 and that's where you'll come in, Lacy.”’ , -
¥Xeos, I'm afraid most of us forgot the cricket in . the “1 wasn’t thinking of that, of course,” said the prefect

excited by the arrival of Talbot’s estimable parent.” with becdming modesty, * Time enough to talk about

; “¥ou believe the chap was his father, then?” new captain when the post is empty.
"mm 1 know no more about it than you do, but “True enough. Well, then, as we’ve mopped up all
) a3 admitted it himself, and that's what I go  tea and scoffed all the biscuits, I vote that we make a nu
. . s : to Talbot’s study.”
A t's 80,” sald Haywood ‘I never saw a fellow so . ‘“Nothing like striking the iron while it's hot,”
-~ kuooked into a cocked hat in all my natural. Talbot knew he  the prefect, ' ;
was telling the truth.” : : : And the self-constituted committee of the Sixth Foi
““ Nice sort of & giddy parent for a captain of 8t. Kit's,”  Si. Kit's rose to their feet, angwith Lacy and Haywood &

: 3 g the lead, marched away to Talbot’s study.
“They were coming of their own accord Lacy’s somewhat peremptory knock was “answere
fo approach without seeming too  Talbot's quict “ Come in?’ Lacy pushed open the doot,
S e TR e = the worthy committee marched in. e e
ve, yes!” said Haywood. * Faney a captain of St. Talbot looked at them in astonishment.

ltgned a5 a son by such a howling out-and-outer “Hallo!” he_said quietly. * Anything up?"’

S s : > -~ His face wadstil] very pale, but quite calm. He
kit to resign,” : = ‘glance that none of his own friends were among the v
: ut he did not gness what the visit portended. -

out time for him to o e ““Yes,” said Lacy. ‘“We want to speak to
oeen thinking about that, too,” he remarked. ““ (o ahead!” sax{i the captain tersely.
S : %ﬂm for Talbot,” > : ““There was rather an unpleasant scens
S Ty a0 air of great honesty, which deceived Talbot flushed deeply. 2
ﬁh&oﬂm earers. S e e “ Well, what about 1t?"" he asked,
‘.Ul course,” assented Rake. ¢ Talbot has always been a :%eaﬁi?%ht be repeated.” .

i sort, But 8t that horrid tramp, he’s : 2 , =
e ; 5 e 2 “ Under the circumstances, the ‘?? ‘have thought
. “We’ve not got enly our- matter over, and the long and the short of it is, that we're
rere’s the reputation a committea of the Form——"
- *What are you driving at?"”’ :
#“The Sixth think under the circumstances you o ght
&o!ﬁgn the captaincy,” Lacy savagely, provoked by
albot’ ter 5 i}

yIAN
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buislf you choose to appeal from us to the whole F
. at liberty to do so,” he said. * We thought y
ar keep the thing as quiet as possible.”
don’t believe for a moment that the Sixth
‘of this,” said Talbot calmly. *‘There aros
owa in the Form, for the Form as a
a chap a kick when he’s down.” -
mittee turned very red in the face, an
‘that they had left Lacy to get through-
hout their assistance, 3
“Vou can insult us if you like, Talbot,” said
“can afford to put up with insults from a
0si and I one won't guarrel with you,.
- off your temper at us. I know how you I
for you,”

o

Tt oy

eep our sympathy till if's asked for,”m
. *I 'want none of it.”
're all sorry for you,”” went on the prefeet



feritaiing persistence. “Mhe whole school is-serry for you, and the chumﬁ looked af it eagérly. It was Ixwelly m@d;
rrlébv"b ‘matter. - Bub that isn't what we came here fo say. . but very much fo the point. : s S
AO:;, y,;'u going to do the decent thing, and resign?’ . > ¢- I promise to pay bﬁt‘hl Bh;,ck tl:jo gum of "I‘h":’otp:f nds -

¥ g not ;',.oi“_g to listen to any more ,,! 3 inso ,\514":} !“ 4:./_&9) when -h>(! has pu‘;_)c v ‘]O arme rth%:r a} I Of Ot

i3 Talbot quietly. ** This is my study. Th the deor. Kit's as his son. (Signad) ELoeed. LACY.”
.20 * flushed at this. Some of the committec edged I'he three chums stared at one another with startled faces. !

Even Iﬁac“aooh.’ "’x.:,v:l Talbot indicated with an outstretehed -Thiz was indeed a capture from the onemy !  Thore was proof =
towards the oS : e in black-and-white that the prefect had béen at the hottom
ﬁn‘g%’ruy well. * gaid Eldred Lacy, between his teeth. * Have of the plot against the captain of St. Kit's. I that paper

v You won't met out, so you will have to be were placed in the ha,"d’? of De. Kent, Eldred L would
’c‘;(redwr‘»lﬁr' I don’t ca S : 2 have to face the mwmsio in & way lie would probably find
5 s 3 - . ¢ » 1 3 - -
s 1 )jou are not outside that door in one minute, there "‘-f‘j"‘d“lgl}"}1n]);8333nf~ = wid be 3
S ill be some kicking out done here and now,” said Talbot. My hat,” said Greene, *'it-wo one u ngm.m:’;im
g § 1tte e already outsides to pin this on the notice-board in the hall, wouldnt 2677 -

.H:i; L}sfoiﬁ?xl)‘;“}[)i;g!(}:'.‘ followed them out., 2 !]'es; gu:' ge' h?"el_to tllul.gek !?(f);l;ﬂbOt‘ 0% it chap‘x 3
. lked after him to the door, and closed it. Inm wouder Wikl 068 30CUOE e ! - e
th?::l:;;tid:? LI:(L p:'(;:'jluuw committee stood and looked at one o What shall we do-with this paper, fh;!’n?; asked Blagden,
‘another in a rather uncertain wa .l\Ac_o'y_g’gbt to show Lacy up, don’t you think so, new.-y{u;g
siWell. he's taken it rather badly,”” said Dunn, at last “{_’{\’7 ’ > s o
¥ : cts hath e bt e i Faiee o}, I think Talbot’s about the proper personfo bave
;;}_{.?rg;g&; :r:fpx]u:: :.llx’dersmm] that we were actuated by that,” said Pat, “ It ?"W'mb};im' S we can leave him to -
That! v P 597 on - lecide whether o make it public or not. :
;:IV‘\;}:%: sOth.lzlthm\.v.('i in the hall about?™” said Haywood: HoL Well, yes,” said B]agdgn slowly ; “ﬁ‘-‘* y?uhknqwlm 2
ana see, z - 3 2 o3
= The eight seniors joined the crowd of boys of all Forms he reccived you when you fried to warn him s S e e o

\ : : : rame before.””
who were gathered in fromt of the notice-board in the hall g ‘T know;- bt be miside %

eraning over each cother’s shoulders to read it. Fr e » T bm e sanit tealhE ;
I‘hatsallverywl,ﬁﬂ%kh ﬁ 1 B

“My hat!"” ejaculated Haywood. 7 s § - Iy
Foryt-his is what they read—whast they might have read N':gf;;% 1 .(.kin fioggtm 1o 5 ﬂ”
eerlier if they had not been quite so busy planning the down.  SFADaCH 2 e AL T
= fall of the captain of St Kit's e 3
i “Netico, to all whom it may concern. For reasons of my
~own I have decided to resign the post of captain of St. Kit’s.
The post 1s therefore vacant, and a new election will take
‘place on some date to be fixed by the headmaster.
TH hat th d B2 et e thaba

at was what the crowd were reading, and what 1 e, R B I 5
committee of the Sixth now read. = gﬁ%mﬁ:‘%m’] éoj‘t feel
: They looked at each other a little foolishly. Mg e R i

3 ,,5‘9,,'-‘ ; o

‘We've been a little ‘bit too previous,” growled Dm
“Nice silly asses we've made of ourselves, haven’t we?” = -

And the rest of the committee had fo agree thit they bad! —

A Remonstrance from the Fourth Form,
*What have yoii got there, B! x e
!_xgden'sh fa.(; h(?d tgg: qaitl:z g’;}le,ld s&ﬁiz oyes werz
ﬂumgasesrea»_at,e ust picked up out -
the dust i g\;g’em: suld! Greene Wlt

of the lane. Pat
it amazement.
What is it, old man?® %
: en hastily thi{st the paper ‘intg- his
ianced up and down“the road. Then he gu
arms through those of his chums, and hurri
gate. Toa-amazed to resist, Pat a
-aeross the guadrangle by the excited
m?&te&lgedahkl};h o! s
Jouve not gone right off your rocker,
st Joure up to!” bo exclaimed. " What-

Come up into the study.”
Do t tall; it’s scrio

Pat gave o jump. =
“You don’t megn to say you've
Yos. 1 have. Black must hi
Let’s look at it” = -

gden spread out the




3

“Tacy Is.sure to puf up for it,” Blagden n,nmxl.od
# Now's his chanoe, and he’s ;n»\'lv ce \u‘ll) not to lose it.
# Lacy has alvem!) put up for it,” replied Hooper, who
had t(wllo“.ed the chums, * Trimble is canvassing for votes for
him among the juniors.”
% He's lost no time, the

beast !™

® I wonder if anybedy else will put up?'’ said Grecne. % & ]
will be absolutely rotten if L acy gets in in Talbot's place.
He oughtn’t to have resign wed.’

“Did it in a moment of aberration, sure said Pat.

¢ Since that beggar clanmmi him, he felt he ought to do
it. That's all rof, of course!’

“ Of oourse it is! He sha'n't resign!”

#No, he sha’n’t! The Head hasn’t fixed the date of the
so there’s still time for bim to

PLUCHK —Every Saturday. id.

Your Editor’s Cometf

Sppp

All letters shouild be addressed, " The Editor, PLUCK,
2, Carmelite House, Carmolite Street, London."

“THE SHADOW OF A SECRET”
h the title of our first long, complete tale for next Sa.tur. <
day’s issue of Pruck. The story will deal with the adven.
tures of a party of schoolboys —Jack Blake, Augustus, and

new election yet, you see,
withdraw his resignation.”

“Let's go to hxm and remonstrate.”

“That's the idea.”

 Come on, then!” Aund Blagden was starting off, but Pat
caught him by the sleeve and stopped him,

“ PDon’t be in a hurry. This thing has gof

Figgins & Co.—by Charles Hamiltc

by a new authoz.

to be done in

roper style, my boy. It's no good two_or three juniors
pem%nslm}trmg %‘he whole of thag Fourth Form ought to go tales by this author, Owen Leach.
§u a body to Talbot and put the thing to him plainly.” However,
“ G wheezo| Let's gather the giddy clan!’
‘:iLci,{ of rot}"
Bal ooper,  who
evidently pbe’longe.] i mmmmuu u' J
to the other party.

“Let it alouo! It's
no business of ,you
ghaps, anyway.’
] Pat seized Hoopor
by the collar, and
ran his head against
the notice-board.
- “What's that?”
he exclaimed.
“Don’t you  want
Talbot to withdraw
that notice ¥

$#No, 1 don’t
Lemme alone!”
“Then T'll knock
= your bead &gamst it

untxl you do.”

s % Tooki-here; you
—wild Irish beast——"
§ “Sure, and you're
i not  polite,” said
- Pat, solemnly

|
] A SPLENDID

COMPLETE SCHOOL TALE
EVERY VSATURDAY!

yqd want Talbot to
withdraw now?”’
e No —yes — leg-

“Then you _can
e’
X Min ear

~ever b.ad in  your

Tife.”?
scuttled

Hoo
Pf: ver cared
e close

to
with - Pat
; the

anse P
Talbot’s sxde. But"-
Pat'a influence in
Form was very

&‘ ive. Most of
“the Fourth
¥ wi

1 0 10i-

.

Our second story will be a bit of a surprise, as it is wrnteu
*UNITED WE STAND : #
is the title, and I am sure you will want to read some more

that is for you 6 say; and when writi
ing
I shall be glad if you will lét me know what you think of

'his picture depicts an exciting incideat from % The Suadow of a Secret,”’
Chu'les Hamilton, ome of the two
- B i l¢ : complete tales for next Saturday’s PLUC

4
I

d weekly b' tho Pro E um. the Aumunno Pruss, Lo, of 1, Oarmelite House, Oumoi_;to Btreey, Londod,

num, Bmxtdn.y. May 4th, 1907,
1g ‘,

to mn'

the lrmg completa
story in this week’s’s
issue of * The Gem !
Library, I am in-
terested to find oub
whether you con-
sider them equal to
our tales,

NEXT
SATURDAY’S |
COVER, |

SRS

The two new ad~ -
ditions 2
Boys
Libracy

sale.
NOS. 17 AND 18. l‘-";-

No.. 17 bem%‘

ipl(‘ndld tale of Gk :
son Lee, Detective,
by Maxwell Scoti,
entitled

“THE MISSING
HEIR.” :

No. 18 being 8 |
grand aew tale of 3
J&Ck, am, d
Pete, by 8. Clarke
Hook, under tho
title of

«“PETE I'N=
CANADA =5

The price of thesé
two new books is
each,  Get them @' Sk
day. “g 5

My friends ghoufd !
also note 1 1
have -still @ fotr‘
pocket - knives  $9°
award for Limetick
published oft
page. 7
YOUR EDITOR.
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