Iin this

HOOL issue,
Er e, ; = :

ast the Eleventh Hour,

By JACK | NORTH,
AND

The Nystery, of Mers,

By OWEN 'LEACH.

7

G /{/
il

)
’Ir), 1
! " (i 7}

i ) :
,’ i a iy it
i ] iy ‘

TOMMY. (Sco page 160

s whan




3 PLUCKHK —Every Saturday, 1d,

NCW SCHOOL TALE.

qgains the viciory,
asfeen.

to fight.

with the s tor_y.)

A Mean Plot. .

*What's the wmalter with ITaywood, Lacy?™" asked Dunn.
“W are you sending him?'" _—

}}Plcﬂ,;g gro‘-ng to fix things with Talbet. He doesn’t like
tho idea of the fight coming off in strict private, without
eny spectators or srconds.” X

6unn looked at him in astonishment. o

**You'ro not thinking of lhat, are you, Lacy? :

“Yes, I am.” . .- .

““It will bo a disappointment for the whole S_lxth. }’\hy,
a fight like this doesn't come off once in a dog's age!” ex-

" claimed Dunn. *““We are all looking forward to seeing

Talbot—I mean—that is——"" He paused in confusion.

Lacy emiled grimly.

‘*‘ To seeing Talbot lick me?” hLa asked.
well say it out.” o

*“Oh, no!" said Dunn. **Certainly not. I didn’t mean
that. Tt will be a jolly good fight, that i3 what I meant,
although, as o matter of fact——"

_, ““As & matter of fact, I tacklod Talbot once before, and
found thet I had bitten off more than 1 could chew,” said
the prefect. *‘I am perfectly aware of the fact that I am
no match for him in a fair fight, and, you see, I make no
bones about admitting it."” .

i ”,Yet you are going to meet him,” said Dunn wonder-
ingly.

I am going to meet him because I cannot get out of it
without confessing that I funk it to all St. Kit's.”

Dunn grinned.

1‘1\\'::{!, this is boing candid with a vengeance!"” he ex-
claimed,

“I am not being 80 candid without an object,” the prefect
replicd grimly. “I am compelled to meet Talbot, and I
do not intend to get licked if I can help it. If I could lick
him, the eclat of victory would very ﬁkcly carry tho day
for mo when the new clection comes off. I am going to lick
him if I can.” :

" You said just now you were no match for him."

Y I waid I was no matth for him in a fair fight.”

- Dunn stared at him and shifted uneasily.

“I don't understand yon, Lacy. What aroe you driving
at? What did you wanf to sce me about?'’

“Several mafters, this among tho rest. We have been
pretty good friends, Dunn.”

1, yes, 1 suppose so,” said Dunn, looking as if the

reflection was not particularly gratifying to him at that
moment,

“I've lent you moncy
worried you to reburn it.”
“1 know you aro nl\\':\rs a generous fellow,"

1

“I)o' you know what the exact sum amounts to just now,
unn?"’

A good n*nnydpounds, I dure sa
g

”
“Tifteen rounds and some odg shillings,” 2aid Lacy
ealmly,

“You may a3

from time to time, and never

.
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BRIEF ACCQUNT OF THE FIRST c""PTEns
! Pat Nugent arrives at St Kit's an cloction Is 3
"E,’,'ﬁ.,r;y of¥ tho school hetween Arihur Talbot r':n.q5 T
cons Pat is thrown lntq a cuphboarg by Some
Oon waking up he hecars voices —-tho volces fun
brothor, Fupcert Lacy, tho squiro of Lynwood; i yg,,
Arthur Talbot, and drive hira from }1gpiq(1ooi 0 IS @ menngs a0 g n
of us. But ruined and disgraced, driven forth 0t povers S
shall no longer fear him (" ) L
s ";:At beromes great chums with Blagden ang Gre
what fe had heard whop locked in the cupboard, Pgy Ueory.rem
Lacy. and overhoars the bully and Black, a ramp, h“'chlnnos
against Artirur Talbot. The nextday Black cemoes to ¢
mqu:ch is on, and clnlnu:anlbotoz;s;’fys Snonfgeforo:, vhite ”
4 2ed ofF the niace Ly one 10 rmiastors, and Talhg Sy,
isu;z‘:rir:’r*;l“c day Lrihur pins up @ natice on t goes ¢q hig'g ik
he has resigned the capialiney of the school.
Lacy at oncs puts his
chum, opposes him. Talbot and Lacy quarro!, and

Haywood scconds Lacy, ¢nd Is told by the
ments so as the twocan fight it out absolutely
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(NO‘Vu-,“
“What a memory vou'va got!" said Dy :
¥ 3 . o Bt
ln.ugh- p hmu‘

“0h, not at all! T have all your T 0 [y 1.
have just totted them up.” g U's bere
“If that means that you want me to s
afraid it can't bo done just now,
with at the present moment.”

“That's your usual state, old fellow, Some ill-natrd
chaps have spoken of you as a spongs, but I have ey
thought that if you couldn't pay a debt one WAy, you yal
another."” .

Dunn’ turned very red.

““Now, I want you to do me a Tavour,” said Lacs, “Is
dona you a good many, and I think I have a right byt
for one at vour hands, Dunn.”

*“ Oh, of course! Anything I can do I shall be most by
to do,” said Dunn, looking anything but happy, hovew:

“Then you will help m~ in this affair?”

“What "atfair?"” o 0

“This quarrel with Talbot. X

“I don’t vnderstand you, Lldred. What can I pilh_:!
do? You don't want me to take (he_:{unrrcl off your biziy
do you, and fight tho fellow myself? St

“No; that would be impossible. I want you l{' i"r}:i}

“It seems to me that thet's impossible, too. Your
ing in riddles.” . . -

“I'll try to make my meaning plain. Imtn:::;llo‘f‘,,
meet Talbot quietly, without seconds or l‘,l"“"_“.tire.‘.‘-}
fuss at all.” Lacy lowered his voice mf:nml i
shall meet him in the wood, some distance rﬁ"{\a“p!emg
and wo shall fight under the trees. There wi
cover close at hand for a third party.” - dore!

“Yes, no doubt; but what good can a ”’-.‘5 Junn'. grovh
I don't mind being there, if that's all,” sai g
visibly more uneasy. of and 8

“That is rot all. T shall stand up o el ol i
best. As soon as I show signs of getting | al—you Wi
rather, as soon as I make a certain SIEHET
out, and—-"

‘“IHang it all, Lacy, I— ; soowl g
‘Lot iznc finish,” aid the IH'C‘{“?L:- “"'h Do Talbot
will rush out at my signal, s I x-:!!l Sl it
behind. If tou aro quick enouy l’-l e

know what hit hi"(i' {'o “ll}o““ see )

Dunn had twrned quite pale. o AW

“I—-1 Cn:l't do it. It's too rotten—tod puse” 4

‘thing. I can't.” . triond, Dunl o4
e I“ﬂf’ught vou said you “'("'k“."‘-“.gl:x.‘l. 5 right V )

“Yes; but this—this 1n't a thing 3 1 o8 1
n friend, you know that. ounds 0dd: o'

“I know that you owe mo fifteen P o lake
unpleasantly, “Are you prepare
10 U’s?” -

*“You know that I am not.
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afinir is over satisfaclorily, T will male you a

awhen (his burn them if you like.”

wl vou ean
¢ (hem, and you ci L
gesent €8 2 hed up somewhnt, : : "
punn !'”'El,‘m.“n‘,q ‘I,{ you Eldred, T admit.” Then his
«That 9"’ Joomy again. “But—but ean't you zsk any-
\onme § dads Bt
["“..I:‘:-.»Z — 0 |

hins o
0T don't we

af anvthing else,” said the Ln'nfvct coldly.
and 1 want nothnig else. 1

now you'll do it,

1 1 B

want i, Il vou don't like Talbot any more then I

I‘hml‘{n;']“-x‘fil.:«‘n':td' vou out of the first eleven,”

Jo N ioe Erd yed. .
]M;m~?1(]."1;.0\-.";.{:11(‘;\*. the cad! But—but [ say, Lacy, 'lf
ey in ns captain, now that Talbot has resigned, you'll

{n'l g:}"cln;;{efi"ﬂ of that, You'll he able to put me in il

REye Sots low.” : .

jou i‘r]\‘:',“]"]\:lvurl('l(lz“it. like a shot,” replied the prefect, “il
AN Gl friends.” , ,

wo are F‘Z’r]c‘:i‘l?(_.\'ou mean if 1 do this for yout"”

W1 we

b

« Practly. . ;

)Iln;l,:lf(.ct, waited, his eyes fixed upon Dunn's face. ITe

Trx:' 1‘31'at‘1hc Sixth-Former would give in, and it was only
ey f time before he did so.

g ﬂl'lrp}"it«mln(? U's Lurnt, and a place in the cricket eleven,”

eaid Dunn, in a low voice.

W ox
“Ves honour hrlgm. " 5 S !
“ }';li’do iAl," caid the ofher suddenly, as if with a wrench.

“I've no cauce to love Talbot. He's never done anything
o N do it.” :
o ?{j‘.lgl ri;,:ht. I rely upon you, then. All yon've got to
Jo is to be on the ground first, and chip in \'.‘]\c.n I give 'tho
“Oh! three times quickly. It's agrecd!

sig hen.t o2 said Dunn. “1lallo, here’s Hay-

“Yes, it's agreed,”
3 0(14.’
v‘(;l:.\ wood came into the study.

wiVell, what does Talbot say " asked Lacy. )

“He's agreeable to all that you suggest,” replied Hay-
wood discontentedly.  “‘ He'll wait for your note appointing
time and place of meeting, and will come without a secend,
und without telling anybody about it. He had arranged to
have Drovke for his cecond, but he's geing to explain to
kim."”

* Good enough.”

And Luey exchanged a glance of satisfaction with Dunn.

“Bad enough, T think,” said Haywood. *‘It's a rotten
busiress, and I don't lika it.. Fellows will say that you
don't want anyhody to see you licked.” 2

"Tellows can suy what they like,” replied Lacr, with a
irug of the shoulders, ''They can go and eat coke, It's
settled now,”

The Fight in the Wood—Black Treachery—Tha Chums
to the Rescue.

Eidred Lacy had planned curningly, but ho had reckoned
without the cnd study. e had for the time forgotten the
very existence of Pat Nugent, Blagden, and Greene; and if
lle had remembered, he would not have taken the Leroes of
llg} Lower Fourth into cansideration,

l,u"t '(hc three juniors had not the slightest inteniion of
l:‘-"i’a left out of the matter. The end study, as we know,
i?( take{z Arthur Talbot under its wing, and at such an
l!ilﬁortan. conmuncture as the present, the trio were not
ikely to he found napping,
plml-q Jalx of the row between Talbot and Lacy, and the
pa ned meeting ran like wildfire through St. Kit's, and tho

l‘n\" of the end «tudy were gpeedily on the track.

. ;]9 ve zot to sce this,” Pat announced. * We'va got to
Eli!r-:‘ljlsl :lcunﬁ (hroul«lglh, chaps. It will be a treat to sco
‘“‘,g‘ b Imi;;) “';;J(‘r'cy),ug y licked, He s been asking for it for
Atheri” sajd Blagd “Only T i
ih gden. “Only I'm pretty certain
that when the fight comes off, juniors will be barred. The

:f;’m are sheer h?gs; they'll want to keep a thing like that

110 therncelyeg,
ig ¥ may want to,” grinned Pat; *but if ihey s 1
in dey ! ) 3 uceece

J“‘f)k ]nl_. I thall be greatly surprised. We ar{) on the
Mot .Mrlus et If they try to keep the place of mecting
Helo o sippose they will, then we start in the Sherlocle
e avley Dare “husiness again, and find out all
"Cu:'l"?'r ourselves,”

oy

ene

oM sco, Lacy § .
16 ¢, ! Lacy s such a rank rotler,
r“‘(,;;l('. tricks," aid Pat sagvlv, ’
te o 2F 10 the truth Lo was,
“dir play,»
Bixti, (l(j:;,:' ","" “.],mt tricks ]m‘ could play with the whelo
T ll on," remurked Greene. b
uldn'y ""',’“*1 _;\ll\'\\u)’, we've got to be there, .\‘ll\', 1
“Mini )uuas this fight” for a ton of toffee,” suid Pat.
And 1:\0': ' your peepers open, that's the word,”
Dug g Jhans agreed to keep their peepers open.
‘¢ Sixth certainly scemed to ba very close about tho

NEXT SATURDAY :. ‘THe tyverort cur.

T that he may be up
littla thinking as ho spolke,
" We've got to ho there to

A fehoul Tale of Kpecs & Ca,,
Dy L. Claske Motk

‘'THE !ilUE OF THE SCARLLT ORCHID.”
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matter, Even Pat, with all bis conspicuous abilitivs could
o othing from them,
» Ilh':x i':nz (lnr:‘ neat dax he was keenly on tha alert; but he
learned nothing from any member oi the Sixth, Dut Lo
made a discovery, which was that the Sixth themselves koew
nothing about the matier,

That the ficht would come off that day was pretty cerl
for such an aifair was not likely ta be long postponel.
when and where was a mystery to the Sixth os
the end stady. 5 ) )

The chums could have no doubt upon this point, for there
was a great deal of indignation in the top Form about 1t,
and the comments of the seniors were free and forcible. ;

After wchool, Pat mude his dutics as a fog an excuse lod
installing himself in Talbot's study. He prepared the lata
captain’s tea with cxtraordinary cere, wnd toasted mufling
and clicese in a way that would have done credit to a che £
Then, when all was ready, he did not go, but found some
silver to polish, and remained in the study doing it

Talbol came in to fea with Brocke, and o seemed very
preoceupied,  Pat mude himsell as small .oz possible, and
went on industriously with his polishing, with his back to
the seniors, hoping against hope to escape being kicked out.

Talbot glanced at him carelessly, and perhaps thought
that such unwonted industry ought to be cucouraged. At
all events, Le said nothing, but sat down to tea.

The two seniors discussed tea while Pat, with o beating
heart, continued his self-imposed task, till the silver shone
again, ‘ )

“1 say, these are ripping muffins,”’ said Brooke. *1'd
give you fourpence-ha’penny for your faz, Talbor, I would
really. And the tea! Good !’ ‘

Tha late captain of St. Kit's smiled.

" Yes, Nugent is a gem!” he said.

aim,

Bt

unless vou like.”

“I'd like to get this finished,” said Pat.

“Just as you like,”

“Hallo " exclaimed Brooke,
ing, I scel”

**Not that I knesw of,” said Talbot.

The door had opened, and five or six of the Rixth had
come in in a crowd. Rake and Flinn were ot their head.

“We Laven't come to tay,” said Flinn, who hailed from
the sister isle. ‘' Sure, you needr’t look alarmed, Brooke.”

I waen't looking alarmed,” said Brooke, lauzhing,

“We only want to spake to Talbot here.”

* Speak away,’ said Taltot.

“What do you mean by it?’ demanded Flinn.

;' Fh':".,snid Talbet, looking astonished. I don't quita
catch on.

" What do you mean by it? The best
long time, and you weznt to kape us
omadhauvn,”

YOh, I sea! I hope you fellows don’t mind!"

“But we do mind!” howlad Flinn. **We're not going to
1»3 d’one loike this, so I tell ye. When is the foight to come

'{E .

“You've got visitors come

i'o‘i:;hi‘ going for a
off the e

rraas
grass,

*You sce—"*

“ That's what I mane to do. And when?""
“You see, 1t's going to be quito private, not even secomnds
% Sl K ha .
resent,” explained Talbot. **It was Lacy's idea, but it
h 1 ; : 5
suits me down te the ground. It's an aflair neither of us
feels very proud of, as a matter of fact, amd we want 1o
keep it dark. St Kit's

It's an unfortunate fuct tha: ail St
kunows it's coming off—""

* Very unfortunate, if we'ro not fo Le allowed to see i0™

‘" But the fight itsell will be quito private. It's the best
fhiu;; that can be deune; and, anyway, ['ve promised Luey
now."

“Lacy's a baste, and vou're another!"”

“We won't put up with it!” said Ralke.

“It's too rotten!”

“We've been looking forward to it !

0N, 1 say, do bo good fellows, and et us have it out in
peace,” urged Talbol. ' Brooke liere waz to have Leen my
second, but Le's let it pass like an angel.”

“Brooke can go and eat his hat! 1 want lo wce the
foight ! ”

“T'm corry that it can't bo done; but thero you ate.

"“Sure, and it's an obstiuate baste ye ara.” .

“ITe says il was Lacy's idea,” enid Rake, *'Let’s go and
interview Lacy. If Lacy changes his mind, Tulbet, L sup-
puse you have no chjectiont” ) '

“Not nt all.,” wnid Talbot, with a smile, DBt lzn‘_\\nn t.
o feels just the same about it as I do, 1 assure you.

Well, wo'll try, at all events,”

And the Sixth-Formers left the study, and went off to
Eldred Lacy's quarters on the forlorn hope.

Brooke lauglied as he put down his teacup.

"1t a disappointment to the Sixth, Talbol.

I “PLUGK," I™

~ 4 14 ~ ~

I'm sorry,

Story of Captalu Frank Uurett,
Delestite,

wmuch as to

¢ He Laz excelled him-
self this time, too! You needn't stay any longer, Nugent,

"
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Yool Tt would be \3.';r!11">"4‘|n-:.

put up mueh of o fight.
aQh, 1 don't knows ho

present !".
vl ocan'l g

o
though I fancy Lacy won't

gcoma very recolute just nt

ia not trying to squirm ount of

atter isn't exactly
T daliency about the matter isnt exactil
i L And this (e 11';1.) nl A
it, Tulbot would eapect of a clap of his cut, ;1 11 W
i i 't it the Form to see him licked, though.
haps he dorn't want the Form [ S s bk in el
« Porhaps he won't be licked. may come

enviable stato.” .

“Oh, rot'! 1i l:n\';’r_x't Ul;‘ 'mglﬁ.

*albot leoked ot his walch. . . ;

:I‘\l'ou had Fetter run off now, .\ugnnt'.' ho snnl., s el

“Right-ho!" eaid Pat cheerfully, dmm.s his l!(:; “‘nt ride
his oxeitemnrnt. He knew what that ‘m--nm~llmlrl la 'I“I"H-”'l
about to get reads to leave St Kit's to meet Eldred Lacy
at tho appointed spol, wherever that was.: . :

The lata captain of the school had received Lacy’s nofe
making the cppointment, and it only remained for him o
kenp it. _

Pat went out of the study, and hurried down the passage.
Ho passed Lacy's study, of which the drm‘r was wide open.
The Sixth-Formers who had interviewed Talbol wese in the
doorway, and Pat stopped with an amused smile to look on.
¥linn was talking, with the Leautiful accent which reminded
Pat of his native
heath,

*“Sare, nnd ve'ra
as obsdinato a basta
o8 Talbot himself,
Lacy.”

“Can't Iielp that,
old fellow.”

“Wa've all been
looking (orward to
the foight.”

“Nice of you, T
must say. You can
o on loaking."

‘:“'C want to sce

nile understand h

zst fear of that.”

i’
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