EXTRA LONG SG 100L TALE o JAGK NORTH '.';3:::

PLUCK

GRAND SCHOOL TALE.

Big Billy's Tx unsrox mation,

THE GOLDEN KEY,

Splendid Tale of the Messenger Boys

{ ///!’/// ,—
/‘//{/’/ // \ \ ‘//

\

l
./ / i
—
NN
: N ,
= \
- ' \
W N\
d N\ a3 \
B
) \ = - : |
\ {
17 =, Z Ly
s %
) Y
/ = —
: — - ‘\\ |
i | g 5 A : . !
B I = _ |
“ [ | 3 '
i : Dy R e
-
‘l
‘ h i ]

: SRS
0 p-'-'\‘ ' ool ¥ Pl
- ”(fr] LI .-




©o

NEW SCHOOL TALE,

gains the victory:

masters.

trces and watch

Lacy Is Forced to Face Talbotl.

leam of bope, hali incredulous, darted into the prefect’s
elcka.g It had nftc occurred to him that Talbot would even

ink of keoping silence upoa tho matter

“You will?" he muttered, in a low voice. oy

“Yes; w0 take your choice. Ilace me, and take the }_x_lr‘]:r},t:"
you deserve, or face the shame that awaits you at St. Kit's!

The prefect breathed hard. He was not likely to b(: long
in making his choice between two such alternatives. DBut he
cast an expressive glance at the juniors.

Talbot understood it, and he turnced to the three at once.

. *Nugent, Greene, Blagden, you will keep silent about
this affair, if I ask you?"”

The juniors hesitated, looking at one another.

**The hound ought to Le shown up!” said Pat.

“Just 0,” chimed in Blagden and Greene. “ You're too
good to the Lrute, Talbot; he ouzht to Le shown up to all
St. Kit's, and then kicked out of the schoc] I
i Lacy'grc_:und his teeth. But he was teo much at th> mercy
of the juniors to say a word just fhen.

o1 are ”i;h" in a sense,” said Talbot slowly. “DBut I
do not want to 1ave any disgrace brought upon the old school,
nmy lads. This picce of business would disgrace the lowest
hoole,'ans in the lowest slum in London, and I don't want
People to be nble to say that St. Kit's fellows disgraced them-
selves like this."

“Well, I didi’t think of that,” sai
the sake of the school—." . B

wThat’s how I want you to look at it

We'll do whatever you wish, Talbot.”

“Then you will say nothin b i 8
ity sar o o, y g about this occurrence at St.

to?e.':‘}’w:l:w‘sl\a'ofl'}omcm,s hesitation, the {hree chums replied

. “Thank you! You hear, Lacy? This gi f. i

u';‘hs:c;otfuntlfi’s_st sl'qu lqhoosﬁmhdlk nho‘laxt iltsgvrggssgllf {{txsmcss
refoct bit his lip, 2 1

Bumiliated in his life, and the fact el 50 shamed and

umil hi e fact that (h i rithess
his bitter humiliation made it all the moreelgil:?el:n Wiisshend

I am ready for Foul" he said sullenly.
“Then come on ! =

"'..;cml l'lmo ]hrnts away, and—-""

"Rats!" exclaimed Pat indignantly, think i g
going to keep tho secret, Talbot, we're entitled 1o |£c:0tlfg
oad licked. You ean't get out of that!"

?:li{l)ol uln“;‘ll. |
: omuin if you like," he snid, ‘] have no reason to con.
::),»c-r the feclings of Eldred Lucy, and [ don't intend to do

S And the threo juniors stood in a row, watchin )
deal as il they were about o witness a ‘JUR-ﬁnh!‘. 8, & good
Aro you rua(zfr, Lacy1"
you .

“Perhaps, for

" Yo, ‘confoun "
Aud the fight recommenced.  Laey, knowing that (here was
RO cscape, nnd furious with disnppointment wud chagrin and
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BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE FIRST CHAPTERS,

g Nugent arrives at St. Kit's an elocction /s
V;,:IZ’;}IP‘;; thg school between Arthur Talbot ang Eldrog
cap Ono day a tramp named Slack come
at the Instigation of tho two Lacys, who for some reason
Taihot, claims Tallot as his son,
s not know what {odo; but Bh_zck is warned oiF the Bl
doe Talbot resigns his position as captain of the s
d tho Iatter gets Talbot to promise to fi
::;’tgt.“;f‘;{'sc,ma condition being thkat there shall he
arranges this, as hu has managfd to get Dunn, his friend, to
creep up behind and attuck Al:.hur Talbot,
Taibot's thiree chums, follovww him into the wood and hice behlnd‘u,
tho fight,

behind Taibhot and strike him a cowardly blow on the head, stunning ym,
and then move quickly away. They then rush to Talhot's assistancs, ex
in the end they make Lacy face him fairly, otherwise they determinay
exposo his villainy to the whole school. (Now you can g0 on with tho sty

T a oword,

YOU CAN stp4,

!akfng blace .

S to the gcho:::'
fear ang m:‘
n his Rareny, .
ace by ong o "
chcol. Ha g
aht in o WEog o
NO witnesses,

Promissy
Pat, Blagden, ang g

As Arthur has never sepp

They are surprised to See Dunn come iy

his deep humiliation, found in his raze some mbetity be
the courage he lacked, and he atiacked Talbot (SRS
Talbot met him. with 2 grim determination t oy
punish the traitor, and Lacy's rage only sdded b &
severity of his punishment. A
Arain and again the prefect reeled back from Eeree blomy
which left their mark wherever they fell, and agaiz s2d a2
he came on with savage [ury. : Y
And at last a terrible right-hander, straight fmm\x;‘
shoulder, caught him full betwcen the eyes, and be endéd
down with a thud upon his back. 4 :
Ho ley gasping and blinking, pot al:cmpfggd_mr.';
There was no shamming about it. He was licked—2
and thoroughly licked. . it b G4
Talbot gave him one glance, and sow that be & 20
intend to rgenc-.v the fight, that he could not hamg’-:;‘::l
he wished. Then the captain of St Kit's turn
hezl, . daryt" e st
“You will remember your promise, youngsied. "
quieily, . .
And the three l3'v.micr's replied together: '
‘* Honour bright!" = (3
Talbot slrodcga.wuy through the wood. hn‘hgguf:" Lt
more slowly, quito satisfied with what t E‘Jw" ooz, ¥4
rose slowly to his feet, and stood staring 8& o
black hatred in his gaze. p bis ¢
“My time will cgmel" be hissed, bft:gi‘z jnd®
teeth—“my time will come! \\he'r) o
Kit's Arthur Talbot shall pay dearly u pain, the &0
And, with many & mutter and Ozf(l‘d in the &
prefect limped away through the w
St. Kit's.

After the Flaht. b‘.;\uf“’::’:

It was dusk when Eldred Lacy Nmoil:; s word 5‘8‘

: . ot t exchangind Evez ¥ © pot

straight to his study, withou o him. ot

oune. Many a curious glance “"l””‘: s pre b"u 1
between a captain of the F'N‘"‘"_:l-n.. (ie o0 vt ¥
au almost unprecedented )‘-‘r‘p‘ ’r'_{ﬁ"(‘t and Lact *
stances of the encounter between '

aroused genecal interest. yad o
U > -~
The eccrecy of the uu\hn.ﬁ":;‘m to w2 Ce 4
mont to all who had lJeoked ¢ afl
“mill " between the two “".“:”::Al opiniva Wy
to how it had gouo. The ‘EI“(“‘ Lacy had 3 oot 19551
Talbot, but it was recognized B2 @ e e
it was discovored that the two =70 5.4 0% Tges
school tha reason was Pj"'«).:} f:‘ the gates @~
intorested individuals waited &
! cturn, . 3
cumbatants to retur 1, ko P
Lacy was first In. A we Bave s35 fon
waiting group, and wont straigh

[Log
e?

.
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1 22 if he had been through a
* Rake remarked. ** But we

Ibot he'd say so fast enough!”
ted ke is. and serve him right, I
g the foight."”
cz"::" Rake observed—" at least, I

cood wrong, kid. It was Lacy's idea,
erstood BT Mo} Hens Talhot 1
- of the late captain of St. Kit's appeared
He came straight on towards the gates
ot appear to see the waiting group,
in to go towards the School Houee,
=1f in hiz path, with a balf-threaten-
e look. .
ing, are vo in & hurry? Hold on a minute
e .
.‘[—':rfon"‘. az Flinn was directly in his path,
quichly sarrounded him. o )
it isit?” asked the taptain of St. Kit's quietly.

go!’

owled Flinn.  “ Why, the foight, of course I

“My dear chap, you must ask Lacy, if you are curious.™

“8ure, we'se asked him, and the baste hasn't answered
» vorred, snd it's devoured with curicsity we are!” ex-

caimed Flinn. Of course, we know sou licked him—-""
" Then I don't & what you want 10 question me for.”
“Ye spalpeen, how quick ye catch a fellow up! We want
wa to tell p—"*
“I've 10ld ¥6u ta a:k Lacy.”
“We'se acked him, [ tell vo. Now we're asking you. Of
coune, 1 know sou ain't the fellow to blow your own
trampet 3 but, «ill, we can’t lave the whole school un-

satisfed "

Taltet laughed.

“1 hardly think. the whole echool is worrying about such
an extremely trifling matter,” he observed. o

YTY Cunous to Luow gl about it, Lacy and 1 met in the
:{yg'- avdwe perted wirn wo were mutually eatisfied. That's

" Bat, sype—_n
! :I'H}m Im"' ¢ hand on Fliny's shoulder,
tonined Rixth-Former on one side, and

calmly twisted the
' Raring, passed on, leaving
S Erun at the gato, comawhat discomfited, stared after
i and ‘“"]” at cach other,
"U'n T exclaimed Fj *3 i i

Talbi oo i 'nn, M1 shall begin to think that
- mfr,yulf;{"'m who lias been licked! The baste, not to tell
. Well, l.nt.\- wouldn't,”

vu:-x' Landled of the

remarked North, “and he Jooked
(27 Yoy e

4 “ %o, I fancy he was the licked
hed's 1o )m.-l cant expect a chap to say oul that he'’s
Irag yhny it g")‘ ';""'Jther hand, the victor don't want to
l:.':b:f!;:'-""." e talk Jike o
alony o 15 €rd study, and

Pey \"J:Q
o, oy
LI

gramaophone, North,

me boy.
they look as if they

know all

o, Blayidon,
inarm, 16

fuiling | =z
thy AT An, '.l,nL]

and Greene were c
¥ had not hurried hom
LE extrome
T]...' o ink B extremely pleased
ere way A

*udy i not ‘l\‘u:'\ '1“1”0 Ehe o e e et e ot he
Doy Wam | aboul, anq their knowing looks at the
Tally ool™3t, and the g that 1} i
AU i, S8used Fliny 44 I "
"..( ords t}e anxions
) " e the throe § 3
bt .allu!" said I)‘
ey h';nour.
o

oming up the
¢, and now they
with themeselves

llll]l.(() a oy
seniors bloe
Juntiors {g stop,
ux'.tlonkmu at them coolly. “Sure, and
HUppose you've ) come out to receive

N

rect conclusion at_once,
‘ked up the patéwly, so

an
by
"'»‘Jf[)ﬁ‘ : P ye 0
kaf oy t\"..b:?? l"’\l-””."- Noiliing ever abashed the cool

R, 2010 of the senjors laughed, and some
M was all one to Pat,

1 to seize the elusive junior, to
¥ easae, hut, P

at promptly dodged.
A sont Ty can hear your pweet voice

More uy ),
liere ™ Fling ¢
.l("'i".."hw..

v You you
5 J 14
Was Pat'y K

but he controlled Lim-
WG use aftempting to ride the

said couxingly, fye've reen the foight,

¥ M Clarke Mook

ATale '»m‘mfg'ﬂﬂ'ffﬁll}:z. ACa,
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“Ye little baste—I mear

1. me dear kid!—ye saw the folght
between Talbet and Lacy?”
*Ob, syes!” said Pat airily.

*We
(|up~:’ g

* We did!” said Blagden and Green

Flinn gave a chirrup of joy.

* Faith, and I knew it! 1low did it go”

*How did it go!” said Pat reflectively. * Hasn't Tallet
told you?"

* No. The baste won't spake!”

s lIasn't‘an_\' said anything 7"

“No. He's assilent as a mummy.”

“Then T think I'll be silent, too. Curiosity,” =aid Pat,
with a wave of the hand, “'is a besetting sin of the young;
you should learn to control it.”

The Sixth-Formers breathed hard as they received thia
really excellent advice from the junior.

“ Ye little spalpeen,”” chonted Flinn, “it's
neck I'll be in a minute

saw it, didn't we

o solemnly.

breakin® yer
y il ye don't auswer at onee!”
**Never let vonr curiosity run away with you,” said Rak
soerionsly.  “Learn in time, my bresiren, 10—  Gerrcof s

He broke off suddenly as Rake, making a sudden d:xsﬁ,
seized himn before he could eseape,

* Got the little brute!” shouted Rake, dragging Pat into
the crowd in tha gateway. " Now, we'll make him talk, or
wring his beastly little neck.”

" Here, no beastly bullying!” exclaimed North, pushing
forward.

Rake glared at him,

“Mind your own business, North!"”

* Come, den't be a beast, Rake, if you can Lelp jt.””

"“Go and eat coke! 1'm going to make the littlo brute tell
us what's happened,”

* Oh, I've no objection, then, to that, only—""

“All the same if you had,” snapped Rake dedantly,
“You and Talbot and Brocke, and gl your set, have had
your day at St. Kit's, I can tell you, and we don't want fo

h]car too much from you. ’Nuff said. Hold the little brute,
chaps!”

" Rescue ! yelled Pat,
against the gate.
.:-]\u'l Blagden and Greene, reckloss of
Hld,

But a couple of seniors seized them and held them fast ina
twinklingr,

Rake laughed.
y “A\;}nv, young Nugent, answer my questions, or you'll gel
rt.,

“ Rats,” said Pat. gasping, ‘‘and rats, and more rats!”

" Noue of your clieck. I tell you we're going to keep you
kids in your places now.

as Rake and Haywood pinned him

odds, rushed to his

- Arthur Talbot is a back number at
St. Kit's, especially as he’s been licked—
“He's not been licked I

exclaimed Pat indignantly,
“Eldred Lzcy couldn’t lick one side of him.”

' Then Lacy was licked!” exclaimed Flinn.
didn't T say s0?”

Ruke chook Pat roughly. i

"Is thiat the case, Nugent? Was Lacy licked
*Ack him.”?

“I'm asking you.
answer.” .
** Go and eat cocoanuts!”

TH‘) next mowent Pat gave a yelp. Rake had kept hig
word.
Yah! Don't!?

“Sure, and

Il twist your ears if syou don’§

“* Oh, oh!

“Tll do it again if you don't answer me.  You say you
saw the fight. Which of them got the worst of it
*Find out1” "
Pat was the last fellow in tho world to be bullied. His
back was np now, and he wouldn't have answered the bullys
i"% Sixth-Former's questions for worlds,
lake grinned, =
“T'm going to find out, my pippin. I'm going to twisk
your cars till T have found out, How do you like 'em doneY
And he gave Pat's cars anofhor twist.
“You beast! Let me go!™ i

‘'Iere, stop that, Rake!™ oxclaimed North. “T tcll you
I won't stund it. He’s an aggravating littlo brute, I admit,
but yow're nol going to bully him."

“U'm going to do as I like.”

Naorth strode forward,

= Llct lhul.'l\id go."”

' Sha'n't )

vorth laid hands upon the bully the next mowent.

]\l:l:ol,. nll1:;o«;tl deal lto his ulum’shment. was !\,u»lm'}‘ ‘nlvl:':(y
from his victia by the stalwart chum of Ar m'r”‘x. Sabe
and I'at Nugent stood at liberiy. For a momen ‘1.“1“
sniors sloml plaring at one another, Rake panting wi
riuge.

i North, you cad, I'll —""

““RUNNINC THE CAUNTLET,"
A Tl.nl‘lmd 'I'-Irll-l .\':nunnv,
vy wen Lows

AND

N *“PLUCK.” [™
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02

g "
. v make me tired.

Ahul np. Rake, vou make ; "

e ate <l answer me !yt lled Reke.

Lim ! ) ‘ o
chap yo are,” said Pat. ! I don't

ant to know, but [ wonldn't anewer

wis licked.”

“Oh,
©The young hi .
Yo sha'n't buily
wNorth, it's a decent

mind telling you if you w

at heasily bully.  Lacy hi s )
(h,~ Laey licked?"” cxelaimed oog *'n.-..llc(n}cl’ﬁ’”“l hat., We three
e o a cocked-hat. E :
wypss Talbot Tnocked iy anto 1 K ce, Talbot

Lacy hadn't

y tell you s just as were going

waw it all from start 1o finish.
did him down prnwr‘ly, I can tr
to do him down at the election
“ Are you!” exclaimed l!.\)'\'.nu«L
he (:q.!n;n of & Kit's, my kid, end
b
out. -
“ (aptain of your grandmother!
W We wan't have him at any price.
wo're going to get him 1n. ) s .
“Cat vou Vol pasenl It exclaimed ?or!h},}ln;tghmg. And
‘ms of ; ff to the school.
he chums of the end study cut of "
. 1 eay, kids” oxclaimed DPat, as they entered the end
etudy, it will he a bad look-onl for us and all the fn_S,‘i"f
Lacy gets in as captain, of the school.  You soe how the
bullies are beginning to <how themselves in their trie
dolours already. Talbot has always been down heavy oo
Eldred Lacy's way. If Lacy gets

e Next week Laey will
1.
tlien you had better look

 said Pat disdainfully.
Drooke's our man, at

ballging, but that's not I
iJn. '\\'«:K;imply dia'n't be able to stand the Sixth at any
rice.” G o

p"\'ou'rr- right, Paddy,” said Greene. “We've oot to get

But I say,

That's next hest to having Talbot. ¥
if we

o left for Eldred Lacy
the wood to-day.”

% Yoes; but we can't, as we've promised quhol," he said.
1 think Talbot carries generosily a littlo bit tco far. lle
won't get eny thanks from Lacy. But we had to do as be
wished in the matter, and now we can't go back on our
word."”

- No: that's impossible,” Blagden remarked. It would
settle Lacy thoroughly, though. It will be rotten if he gets
in as captain. We've got (o work tooth and nail for Brooke.
After all, it was us got Talbot in last election. We'll do
ps much for Brooke. Brooke's going to be the new captain
of &t. Kit's!”

And Pat nodded a hopeful aseent, yet there was a lingering
doubt in his mind. 1e knew that Eldred Lacy and his
triends would strain every nervo to capture the post, and
Brooke had not the standing in the school that Talbot had
possessed, when he had Leaten Lacy by a very narrow
margin at the poil. .

And it was true, too, that tho disgrace that had fellen
upon Talbot was to some extent reflected upon his friends, in
the eyes of many at St. Kit's; and the fact that Brooke
was the late captain’s closest chum_would tell against him
at_the clection with many of the Voters.

Talbot's friends wern cortain to do their best for Brooke
and the end stndy would not be wanting when the time
came; but it could not be denied that the chances of suecezs

ct the clection were in favour of Eldred Lacy.
<

Brooke in. 1
there wouldn't be much chane

told the fellows what we saw in
Pat nodded.

Sweet Sympathy.

Eldred Lacy had entered his stud i i

( s y without speaking
“:xda ::cl)lul, and as he went in, ho slammed the doorr shut,
o tr?iw himsclf into a chair. The mnext moment
- d. arted up again, It was dusk in the study, and he
ad not noticed on entering that the room had already an

qcﬁu&mt. j

s}i!o! " Who's thore?" ’

white face glimmered in the gloom. L

. Lac [
Iol:ln :::‘mr}\,nt; but the next, he rgcognis(-d Din‘;ns S
3 w. v D . £

hEB! . ow you startled me! What the dickens are you

unn had evidently Leen waiti i

“ a 1

fl.‘l:nr was pale and anxious, l\isl:\{l«ﬁ ‘;'?-rv(hlil;} Pt 1

’”‘ncy. whal are we going to do?" -

T lm :re'!ucl throw hunself into u chajr sgain
o on't know that T'm going to do anythi
icular,” he replicd. 1 feel prefty used 1
to take a rest.” ’ s

ll)l‘:'nn r:nm closer (o him.

“You know what T mean,” ho sai oly,
ounted on anybody being there. ool i
1 d‘ll;l\lvl t wlnr;‘l to doit,"”"

*No; anow.  You wanted to have th i i
daoing the work,” sai . 1ave the price without
ge dI(J)m'. - EM,.'”unl Lucy snceringly.  ** But it couldn't

**Don't speuk like that, Lacy. I've stood a | ,
:ﬂl’t‘mly.' suid Dunn, clenchivg his fists. “a\'o‘:: :;n’:ln |)hm:
“wro‘wou‘ld be no danger of its coming out. Now [ knn‘w
“.l!]’f it will be over the school before bed-time,  Si. Kit's

ill all know that I attacked Talbot from behind to halp you.

-DON'T MISS

3 in p.r.
I'm going

0 “T never
You forced me into this.

the Long. Complete.
Tale of 'I‘ompn::orr? cll:iool

oL Py :
a2t 2 lOGi—an an nrr
have laten '

>
.
-
S
‘.

on Durn za
wo goinz to
S8 NS g i
None, az far 23 [ amy
“You don't
ﬁ“ St. }1.'.1 }
you could got 2
of him!" cri
Thie pre 4 it}
“IY will ~ L > > ‘
Vill Iaean expr.
“Whg, the scheol «i
silent either. [ #ha
e into doing it, beea
Y 1
Oh, hold your tonn
meaking a mountain
a word ahout whnat }
Dunn stared
will
o

What

t 1
200U
*“ He has given L
“He has given hi

breath. t

w
i
-

“If he haz
why did he gise it?”
**Ho gava 1t. and tha
“ But—but there are
““You can make ¥
asked them to keep qnist, azd
his sake. nat for ourz.”
“[ can't understand this
The prefect smiled scucly.
“(h, somo rot abomt the
wanting to brinz di :
pantly. **There it ia,
suppose he thinks he
school, as it i3, with tha
And Eldred Lacy gave =2
Dunn had =at down, brex
listening to Lacy. The danz
had set ell his nerves throbbing.
He had waited for Lacy's ret
pulsion was a light sentence 1%
of—attacking a fellow from b
conflict with another. Evea!
matter up, ha would be ruize
boys. Net one would spexk 10
a rigid Coventry, and fw.z_i lea
long 23 he remained at St Eits
}fe had escaped thet; and B2
generosity of Arthur Taibor, the
spoken zgzinst, &n whom ke
And even in his heart
a feeling of sham~. Ha did
of a cyatcal zatiafaction at
be revenged upon Talbot at
Lacs watched him with 2
“Well,” he s2id.
o to Talbot and thanx b
gim you'll be 2 good littie
like you, Dunn.”
Dunn started to his Teet.
“ By Jove," he excleimes
some thanks. He's I=h
he's done what neithes yod
“You are going to Lait=
“Yes," said Dunn, €70¥]
tey to stop me. I'm going. | .4
“ [ don't want to stop ¥0d. oS0 g
think you're a fool. Talbot Wit 77
out of his study.” .
Dunn paused, irreso.at® .
1 don't believe he ¥o i
[ don't suppos2 he'd ! Beosk
proing to vote agzinst his C19E - T
this to him now the better Don T4,
“The elestion! Perhap b
said Dunn, with a touch of ¢
““Yes, I thought I saw 1327 1% -
contemptuously. “Don [ e ‘
pets in as captain, where's FOE % 3
cricket cleven?” ”
*[—1 had! forgotten that.
" Yon saem to have forgot*e]
be botter for sou to remembere 270,

Dunn stood still, evidently ¥
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o amd thank him for his kindness,
Taltet 80¢ 1 g

‘s loa

os (0! becast. o who hestates s .ost,

; YU LT . . P

r‘“;":'.' ‘0 s 1 | : oAl i 1;,-1 5._\'[1], It I]::"]t

: ’{:'? SPRTR 0 Aaery ‘4; I edmit that !L;.ﬁ. wasnt

Vol B 0, 1 aubtiCinYe T o juniors, and I will nizke
1 ~ .-I _.-" WO sl . g " _atp

ot 7 Ty wapadl One B0 Ll 110 'l., 31 s

e Ip3ete o 5 o FOU . wea eacory from the door.
2 - “"1 £ ! a-ti I]J:‘.-’l Callas (“l"-". - l nt "

b oed B I of veu, Lacy, as jt's turned out.
B awlnly GO S Dunn examined them cagerly,
A L R "‘: Fioi taroe thom into shreds,

M : R ool Tealel, e " :

.‘f -, #1183 250 AT the prefect. li‘! get m‘ as

b:l 1 keesp 73 1 j'“"r'.”ﬂ in St Ki;‘; Ticst., 10u d bv..lf.-:
ok ¢ $ oLl et i

Agin, = " . - M

;‘_;;‘,(*" s o " gaid Dumn, who was quite his ald =elf

»1 ¢t T Thith yeou, Lacy, through thick and thin,
3 pow LI TECEY 1ehouid think that I owe Talbob
AT sl Id'ﬁl; " cine ient from motives of bis own,
- """. - f-'.']"'_"" t.‘- " - = 4 "
By o ie That is tho way Ilook abit.”
¢ Of‘::“: ke ge him,”" said Duaon; "so that'a settled.
"Vl 1!‘5 Y s weickt of my mind. I any of the fcllows
rF-s .= o bim o4'W - s Y > -
z:‘, I‘s:.!:;";f.l;.,tf:’ 1.1.":“’( "!._‘-_.m in t}"lr‘ [.'-.'.':Q"a'h__d‘n.
b:':lxk( sOuT :"-'.:.J €38y 3 E.I)qﬁn‘:.ﬂvﬁ"’?’ -
ad-d, and quiti<d ta= study, ‘ye
D e with ‘acking hesd, tingling
- P o S

3 -5 {vis} < .
o, grd sTATINE ekin. Yo had received such a punich-

72 ad in the woeel as he had never experienced
: Jht in the woewd as

E;cqma:}glfﬁckaa fealing completels woarn cut.  1le threw
) y s ™ - 4

‘ Then he leoked u agely as thedoor
el into & chair. Then he 1_(,...:d. up savagels
hﬂﬂ;&! :GEHA?‘.«:,’.] put his head in. . G
= Goery, ¢d chap!” s2id Haywood cheerfully. *1 hoped
.'.W‘-& ge: 2}"' u‘;t (Jt it-,;_‘ - t - d
sowled at his sympathetic friend.
?’ﬁ:: d{,i-\'gu kuow I dida't?"” he snapped. *‘ Has Talbot
beapsine .
< },_‘m:.-.-_-, he woulda't do that, and you know it.  He
'° :Ji a IDY‘L" . -
hir'xl;:.’n I don't see where you ge! your information [rom."
* The kids of the ¢nd study gaw it el], and Pat Nugent told
ol
Lacs started vidlently.
“What did he tel] yon?”
“Quly that you were licked,”
" Anything elsn?”
" Iﬁo."' esid Ilaywood wonderingly,
R
"No.lhiqg.” tald Lacy l.mstliy.. "“"Now, I don't want to be
it'xboop;tab.o. but ' feeling a Lit nsed up, and I want to be

lome
" *Ifhl-hol" said Haywood, as he closed tho dcor and
walked away,

Leey began 1o Lathe his bruicwed face.

“Hallo, Lacy!” 1le tumed, with a enarl, as the door

:f;r;;;\:d and Rake's hiead appr.:arc-d. “1 say, Lacy, I'm

‘What are yoy talking aboutt”

"I've beard it [rom Dt Nugent. I hoped yon would lick

T * I : :
151.16-;‘. ;:t‘:n:‘t '!}.lr' I suppote you bade't much chance,"”

'.:‘:-'ell, I'msorry, A fe
z I'll make Jou sarrier |

Oh, don't pot ralty!
VACy mado g threy!

“What ¢lze weas thern

low ean't say more,”

I'you don't Jeave mo in peace.”

i A I kr;ow you dg _v}our best, and—""

_ HNE fep towards the door,

gnnn:d r::?d vanished, slamming the daor l:ch(iggrhilr:a!l.d Pk

Vi n{‘ ;“_F:m}vlml and returncd to |yis occcupation. But
{vuppl;;l('}lo "fl.i‘luln WwWereG not donq yct .

door any k’gk'ﬁ"ﬂu“t Presed, and then Morton opened the

the Sixth, ang ui"' Morlon was one of the woret bullies in
ion, ¥ in the impending

ol ercfors a backer of Lae
ff'l‘z'.'- gﬂ uoch.h-d Zenially to the glowering prefect.
“Ge Ag sey, I'm ry 1l I've heard all about jt."
" Ell?" Kot 1 {‘“-H":d Lnr'y.
::(‘}“ i :'t' Morton, astonished., “T el you—"

hlcll'icl]:e?u.m Boing to take it Jike that— "

fon poia Up a hairbrush, and Morton, looking cextromely
s Olr*l?;-‘:l 'll.d" door thut und took his departure,

tha Sixt,, boLodo‘ wer open came the door again. Jonce, of

O

5 in, with g cheerful ned,
lh;al[.__?_,'ol‘“f'.'f Ve just looked in o eay how corry I am
he lairyry.
" ro.:_ul'r“ h eracked on Jones's head and then crashed to

('1‘; :: "l‘";f"'l Jones, What—why—lLiow—2""
wiched up nother brush, and Lis arm went up.
" miad as o Latter | :
o iL.‘i'-l-.-m- *hut with a slam, and the brush

WA Lefb iy pennc %, ll.cl:,’t? the next moment, and Eldred Laoy
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A Council of War and an Offer from the Cnemy,

" Iow do you think it will co?”

Blagden asked the question, and he and Greono fixed thei
cyea anquiringly upon Pat Nugent, who eat ot the table in
the end study, with a pen and pager in his hands

Pat was making caleunlations, his bovisii brow wrinkled in
thoughit. The paper was covered with all sort: and conditions
ol uiercglrphics, myeterious enough to anvbody but tho
person who had dotted then down.

"1 can’t be exactly sure,” said Pat clowly, * I've dalted
down all I can think of, but there are 0 many uncertain
vcters, I'ellows ere nol taling so much interest in this
election as in the last one, when Lacy was opposcid by Telbot,
Lots of them wan't vote at oll, I beliove.”

"“XNo,” said Dlagden, with a doleful shale of the head,
" There'e young Badger. I asked him if he were goinyg to
vote for Talbat, and he said he was going out on his bike
that evening with Jones minor, and wasu't roing to vote for
anybody,”

“ You see,” gaid Creene, ** BDrooke's a decent sort of a chap,
and we all like hipi; Lut he doesn't carry the schosl along
with him as Talbot did, and wany of the ehap: who won't
vote for Lacy won't vote for Broole citlier, but will just keep
cut of the hall when the election cumes off.”

“That's what I'm afraid of," caid Pat, thoughtfully pnaw-
ing his pen. **We've got to get old Droake in: Lut hew are
we going to do it?"”

" You'ro leader of this study,” said Blagden comlortably.
“Think of a way.”

“There must be weays,” said Greene.
I'addy.”?

" Jast like you twn, leaving all the thinking to me ! «aid
Pat. **Where would this study be if it wasn't for my braing
1 wonder? 1 believe—-"'

“XNever mind that sow, Paddy. The
carpet now,”

*Well, wo've gol to get Brooke in.  Last clection Trimbla
played a mean trick, shutting a lot of our voters up in a
etudy.  You remember how we released them aud got them
into the hall to vote at the last moment."

“I'm nct likely to forget that,'” said Blagden, with a
chuckle. “Ilow green old Lacy locked. e looked as if La
could have bitten :omebody.”

Pat laupghed.

“We waut to make him feel like that again. I've cale
culated and caleulated, hut each time I can only work it out
that Lacy will have, at the lowest estimmate, a dozen voles
over Brooke'’s lot.” '

* O, I eay, that’s rotten 1"

“It comes to the same result each time," said I'ut discon.
tentedly. * However I look ot it, it comes to the same thing,
Lacy bas got alout a dozen veles to tha good—that is, of the
certain voters. Thore are a good forty or fifty uncertain
ones, who may vote anyway, or not vote at all. 1t's no good
bothering our Leads about Lthem.”

" No good at all. But of the cerlain voters "

" Lacy has a dozen over us. I'mi suro of it. The question
ig, how are we going to get rid of them? It's no good an
of us voting with both hands, because Lacy's lot would star
doing the eame; and, bosides, it ain't playing the pame.”™

*“We can't kil 'em.”

“No. Therce's a law against that. I know it's ahsurdy
but we have to tako the law as wo find it. We can't kill
‘em, or take 'em out and loso 'em. But, somehow or other,"
eald Tat, Lringing bis fist down with a thump that made tho -
table dance—" gomchow ar other, we're going to get rid of

twelve of Lacy’s backers before soven o'clock to-morrow
evening.'

Blagden and Greeee looked extremely doubtful.

(Another long and interesting Instalment of thia
pPopuiar tale noxt Saturday.
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