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BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE FIRST CHApTERs,

Nugont arrives at St. Kit's, an olootion Is’ tayip, Placg 1,
wWhen Hat school! botweon nr:hgr Talbot andg Eldreyg

capitalncy of the “bu t arterwards resigns his position
guains tho l.tl'cfo;'):;tc’d. by Eidred Lacy ancd his brother,
mean plot inst :“m.' the efection for the position of cap
Lynwood, SOOn“ws nearfand Taibot's chum Brookoe,whe
has vacate:d, dr.,otcs and so is elected captain of St. Kit's.
iho majorily of iy ‘; Silver bhox belonging to Taibot which contaln
his brothor to s c:)no evening ho enters Talbot's Study when he Isa
ant docu"lﬁﬂt::; ; Hut as he Is lcaving the room fie meets Talbot
Becurﬁ?:';::it ar:: youdoing hero,” sald Talbot. (Now go on vith
WLy,

1 $1 want to compluin of Pat Nugent and the kids of the
end s:tudy,” said Lacy. , ) ‘
. ';_‘"C:Iudy;;r;nlwn\‘s on lhrlr.llrincl:. it seems.
ot ine now *"’ Ftlid_ 'l.‘l. ot . . :
fooyfl}:ii'nagﬂinhp fourteen juniors who were going to vote
for mo 1a the ervpt under the o
~ Talbot laughed.

- I suppose vour fo
then,' he remarked. T
- * That's nothing to do with it
y¥ou and Brooke about it
You can do as vou like,
. “'Don't you think I have
know that the majority is

What have

ld chapel,” said Lacy.
lows were trying to do the same .l'or

I came here to speak to
shall dewnand a fresh clection.
of course.”

a right to a fresh trial, when I
really on my side?’ exclaimed

cr. = . .
*“How did vou gel your mujority? Dy bribery and bully-

vou say. If wvou can prove it, that's a different
'y 5
t shrugged his shoulders.

0 and demand vour fyes
gﬁt‘"

b election if you like!
,And he w

ent into his study,
sreatly relieved,
ad puasse

Lacy walkod down the

unexpected and

AWkward meeting h
Tulbot closed his
3 Or soine moments in the
I can't trust that fellow
B8 really come.
Ahat Pat N
nnt time,'

L off very well,

turned up the gas, and then

he muttered.
L can’t forget
ng i my study
Iere was notlin
nothing

r of his 4
ew of its
Innced g

an inch,”
son he stat
bout his rummagj
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in the eavity. It was empty! For a moment he eyt
;:;;l:dlv believe it: ho had acted .On vague suspicion, apd y
was startling to find it changed into an absolute certaints

t thero was no room for doubt. Eldred Lacy Ead
rol?l;:*d h;m. The silver box was gono!

Tho Seccret of .tho Silver Box. ‘
“There's someone .thm'l':fc; ’.--
“Scott! Suppose it's . o
"332{ our lgg)k " growled Pat Nugent. vade: and B
The gas was turned half-down in Léc,v‘s cs o edield
the dim light the figures of Pat l\l!gt‘ﬂ}-I ““h‘;’;“ ol the el
might havoe been seen in the room. rit‘Ol aine of Teoduoull
study wero on tho war-path. Since l'l'gf:_t? flc»lthm' oo O
to the vacant post of oaptain of St. Kit's, bout that desired
who had token so much trouble to bring o i
result, had found themselves in for a W; [or them whes
Laci"s partisans in the Sixth had a c“'nlvd prefect b
ever they oame in sight, and the d:_sam-toéxcw. and givea
self had picked on Greene on a flimsy it
- W _ _ _ ik
h.'ti‘lh: élf({u;lt?ldy were not to bo treated .ltll‘ios}‘llt]tns tarond
B e o by too. windwwthet Leoys 1 o
down, and knowing thereby that the p ny's quarten? ¥
r.tudy: the threo had entered (heir ene . 3
the tention of making “’l'“’“‘lf'h scalingwess and ln‘ |
To plug up the gas-bumqr wit :n the bed, were 3%
exele-oil in the ink-pot, and cinders “i‘on-
the polite intentions of the three J‘!"ht
But their luck was out that mgmt: I el
cntered the study when footstops ea thems §
and at tho thought of Lacy catch;llﬂ‘ was 00 1CIU08, b
they wero seized with dizmay., Tdmr; oxeuse for brs
the prefect might do with so goo | e, startin
" Better hook it," suggested Blagden, J hime
the door, ler, and stoppe ]
Pat caught him by the shonl L:gd‘-'" .
“And ru:l; right inl? l“mia riatt"" said Gm;no-, . OFef :;"
o stopping here, : . out 2°
e ey
alcove which contained Lacy's Ix (‘f‘, of taking €@V g v
only place where there was a chan .

“

., Pat )t
cupbourd was not big enough for e here ! [t
comrades towards tho bed. s e can't #top
“ What areyou going to d:’l' Py - |
make a rush for it!" gasped Green eaid P'» e oMo' 4
" Shut up, esnd do as I tell ."0"'! wn and Greefe oo
ie a\‘ol)llc:l on tho bed, and Blagd:

| they YU yples
tim.  Crouching thero in the l'h.a"'f:':‘“'.ﬂ'l ’ x
by the curtains from general ‘i'.-h.md tha e ‘
prefect should glance purposely ,th might thel Thel o

If Lacy hud como to retire for think © ““t.n . lﬁ
ba box, hut there was no time to refect ont® c:““'d‘
barely onsconced thero when 129 hl: and then
walked in, and turned up the ligh',
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Yowoded the doore The olick of the key struck the juniors
with dismay,

What on earth was Laey locking his door for? Did he
Rl L] !fl-'}' W rer lln“rt‘, and intemd o ol l_‘(ll.'”)' cut ofl
their eseape before dealing with them?

Pat drew s pach breath, His hands elenchod hard, But
Yie woen saw thet that was not the case,  Laocy did not even
glanse towards the bed. He gtood by the table, and the
Iebt, falling upen his face, showed ot pale and set. e
wss hreathing hard, and it was casy (o seo that his henrt
was throbbing pamiully,

What was the matter with him?  The prefeet’s hand
clided into his Tircast, and he regppeared ywith an object
i 1t that glinmered dully in the light., I was a small bex,
and apperently made of alver, dull, and wnpolished.

The siiver box!

Lacy held 1t in fingers that trembled slightly, and his
cvea were eager as he examined his prize.  Through the
opening of the curtains the juniors watched him in wonder,

Tho secret Arthur Talbot had <o carefully gnarded was
in his hands at last! It was at the thought of his meeting
with the Jate eaptain of St Kit's af the deor of his study,
that made the prefect’s heart throb =0 much.

Weuald Talbot suspect anything? It was not likely.

ile conld not imagine that Eldred Lacy knew anything
JJout the seeret drawer in the desk, or ot the existenco of
the silver box. He was not likely, the prefect thought, to
if the box were miscing. If he missed i, it

look and see 1
mipht not be for days, and then he wonld have no grounds
for atlrihutinr the loss to Lacy; at all events, he would

liave ne proo ) o - ‘
The prefect examined ile hox with keen, searching eyes

end fingers. It appeared to bo entirely without an opening
i That oun opening must exist, was, of course

ol any kind. : :
certa’n. The box contained something, and theére must bo
at the contents, What did it contain?

A WRY ol gf‘ll,in

What did the Squire of Lynwocd want with the silver

lox and its contents? :
It was 2 mysterr. - Lacy had stolen {he box at the

and the hidding of his brother, Rupert Lacy,

direction
ni ?:;rwood. Ho did not know the squire’s motive. He
kpcw thas Rupert feared Arthur Talbot with a deadly

He eould not gness the reason, hut he ecould not doubt
the fact. What had the silver box to do with it?

The prefeet was intensely curious. Ho intended to take
the ctolcn box to his broiher, but if he could find out the
weret first, he wae resolved to do so. He keenly examined
the chased surface of the little box. . When he chook 1t
he heard po sound [rom within, yet he was certain that
it woe not emply. Where was the opening? A sceret
epring of <ome kind—but where?

Again and sgoin Lacy scarched over tho surface—in
vamn! He sought, and pressed;, and squeezed, and twisted,
Lut the secret still bafled him. The box remained un-

opim in his hands,
ok |
Lacy gave a sudden, viclent start, as the sharp knock
camo at the docr of his study, and the silver box fell from
his bands, and dropped with a crash on the floor.
For o moment it lay unheeded, and the prefect, with a
wildly palpitating heart, gazed towards the door. ;
" Who i« there!” '
"It 19 1, Arthur Talbot.”
What do you want!"
T] wan! what you have stolen from my study.” .
,,‘,hf‘ prefect gasped for breath. He was found out, then,
:f:bf'l knew, The Sixth-Former outside was already trying
« hzudle of the door, The lock held fast.
L pen this door 1 '
1wl peg I
You thief!"
"Taltwe, [—
L; j_"’”flh"'g' ! Give me back what vou have gtolen
% o l-}::t‘:}fl]l; hard. It immediately flashed through
deterinines] mot te ot could prove nothing; and he, wan
b Wirkly 10 i I: o vield up the silver box, Ho stooped
) RN I“tl' Iup, wnd nttered an exclamation.
L g n,.';".:,,r] .’"; was cpen! The concussion on the floor
fo—it Lad j'};',:.:f“" whet his Leen scarch had failed to
h.:!."ft ;n'.x_: twe ilaij\!::” ]‘L:. ROCTeY "DFIng, ‘."nd lhc lJU.'!L h&ll
*Y0 Or three .' gl together Ly hinges,
the uian Log. ,'j';l‘!""“. }ri'llow with age, had fallen from
5 that we thio u"';rl.'t”ﬂr‘tf gathered them up instantly,
oW paners f"“:i tho silver box! Two or threo
& nnoll wins, mto small composs—yes, and a
g 1.:1inznt.nrc»-notlung noro than that to
(U Lynweod go oin deadly fear of the
TP ater ‘,0\!
: d.] llh'a“!

fear.

¥

-

"o0r wee Wel:
L T L' sy ! 1 i
eking violently as Talhot flung his weight
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ng:‘lll‘l!f it. Talbol was evidently in earpest.  Tf Lacy did
not open the dear he meant 1o break it down, and the
i:‘rn!r(f. farnesd pale, as his stady shook with the conenssaon,
. I" picked np the poapers, the ring, and tha mininore, and
tiru-t.lllu-m into llu-y jacket-pocket,  Then Lo selzed the
“ilver box, snapped 1t shuat, and put it i e seket,
‘l-"'““]” ¢ ) | uto another pocket.
. .ll" ™ L4 ' H
P 't!':!'"l}‘ s‘llr:.-c,'(lnml. l..rn:lflul.‘l\nd an onunons crack cani
¢ Jock, Tt wax not built to withstand sneb waue
as that, Lacy crocced quickly to the door, nnlocked 1.
and flung it opoen.
Arthur Talbot «trade into the room. IHis brow was Jdark
with anger, h'|§ eves flashing fire, He walked siraight to-
wards Lacy. The prefect instinctively shiank baek.
44 11 = s * (L & L
Where is the silver hox? Listen to me)”" snid Talbot,
speaking calmly with difficulty, 1 found you in my stud),
amd I discovered that the sceret drawer in my desk bhad
Leen opened, and a eilver hox taken out of it."”
I oden't know what you are talking about”
U You have stolen my silver box”
8o you call me a thiel?"
o ¥es; 1 odo call you a thief—a low-down, dirly thief,”
card lat!hut. between his tecth; ““and Ull call you that
before all 8t Kit's if you do not restore what you have

sdalen.”
“Why chould I steal such trumpery, Tulbot? Don’t be

a fool.”
“I doa't know why, but you have stelen it.”

“"It's a lie."”
“Jv's the trnib, vou cur! You know it! [ don't know

vour reason; but I know that Pat Nugent found you hant.
ing throngh my study once, and I dare say you were after
the same thing then,  Give me the silver boa.”

“1 haveu't it.” -

“Liae !

The prefect furned pale with rage.

“Got out of my study ! he said shrilly,
Cot ont ! '

Talbot did not stir.
* Are you going to give me the silver bo
“1 refuse to speak about it. Get ont!”-

“1 will acquaint all St. Kit's with the fact thaf you
“And T will domand =«

have stolen it,”" caid Talbot. d
Mind, I am giving yon a

coarch of you and your reom. M \
chanee now. I don't want to disgrace the Sixth Form.

({ive me back the silver box, and you can consicer your-
colf safe from punishment. Refuse, and T will brund yeu

as a thief before all tha scheol.”
“Do as vou choose,’”” :
“You refuse!”
“1 have -nothing more to say.
study.” ; .
Talbot's lip curled with a bitter expression.
“Yon would like me to go while you get rid of tha slolen
property I he said contemptuously. “1 am not likely to bs

¢0 extremely eimple.”
“Are you goingl

“No; I am not!” " Y
Lacy panted for breath. His glance wonk to a go!f-. tick

lying on the table. Talbob smiled disdainfully.

“ Listen to me, Lacy, for the last timo! I ehall not iose
sight of you for an instant till I have recoyered the sil er
lox, and so 1 cannot leave your study. I ghali step to te
Joor and shout to the fellows, and send a fag to Io:;tch tha
Head, If necessary, 1 will send for a policewan, You wih
be searched, and gour room. If you think yon can stand
that test, do so. 1 give you one minute to decide.

Lucy's fuce was white as death.
1f Talbot had only left the study for a
“eould have opened the window and hurlet

hox away far across the elms, _ i
The papers could easily have been thrust mto some erevice

where they could not be discovered by a search.
Bat with the keen eye of Arthur Talbot upon
thing of the kind was, of course, 1m|m.:mblc.
A hunted look came into the prefact’s eyes. ’
A seaveh now could ot fail 10 reveal fhe.ml'i'c_r bfuf'r»:r’lnv
i+ waould Le easy for Talbot to prove that it was lus properit.
Dr. Kent would bear witness 10 that. & it
A sudden !]_wmgl]n Hruliu.'d into Lacy's mind.
G Cxpression chuanged. : .
!{":::‘nl\p::\ It‘lll::.!t}l:"‘.u‘am willing to l'r!'t‘ !!IIC“;“‘?:;:::'C ‘?mp if
this hox vou =peak of 1s restored to youl  ae CXCIRE
“ Yes,” sait '{'qlbuf. c_~:mtn-mptunusly.
o1 might hind t—— } . ¢ & e
”l‘fatir\'. 1 should think, as 1t was jlr!"{‘;?‘::n"'if;";m't E‘m
minutes ago. Give it Lack to me, ul l'd e ocent Fokiool.
thore. You onght to e k.ukml out 2( 3!“ 2
But I don’t want o bring disgrace on =t RIS =

x “THE SNAKE IN THE CRASS,” IN 6 PLUBK.” >

“Do you kear?

x

Now, met out of my

minute or {wo. ha
1 the tell-tale silver

Lim, anjy-

A Splendtd Tale of Captalu Frauk
b sl Delective

] AR TS



135

] % a
. "‘t l'l.‘."" ‘.;..'-T

“ 1 might ha'
. TEAIN] o M ".-"'""" . ' . .
ln; I\‘.‘ : ‘.\“' " .“"";l‘ waye !!‘!t:'.\;“n (O hee]pdy ik
a4 s 3 - . '. 1158
\ "'! texdh e box. ni'nh{
LY -

Cast. >
Time s up.
Lacy 100X
lh“ l-‘:‘!l‘
o Confound you,
Tallxt pichea up
ot | \!l" not I ‘.tl"\ ¢ NOLL
B }'\‘1'1:
“That 1 cannpt say,
rizle out of mere
ﬂr,‘,d . 1. . : . - &4 ]] y ot g% 1 0 S \'\‘l‘
pllrt! I'allxot. owneael, .']"'
dll‘ mntter o A= 1 =aul.
And Talbot
to thoe door.
The prefect’s oyes

the silver Lo from his po
there ii s

the oy
I.." cN

k"!ll“-‘."'.\.l 1

-
£ !It‘ 5, i

blazed with triumph.
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been opened.

He knew, of course, that the opening was a see :
and it Jdid not ocem
sret by chinnee,
civen

he h:d never scen the box open,

mind that Lacy might have discovered Hu\l St
' wen

The silver box—the empty  sheli—had
ransoming the thief from the
allayving all suspicion!

The papers—all
that the silver box
*had of value about
it—were still in the
possassion of the
thiefl
" No wonder Lacy's
&yes Dblazed with a
keen exultation as he
watched the late cap-
tain of St. Kit's turn
to the door.
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dream.
There was a corasi
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