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MYSTERY OF SPORTS DAY.

did School Tale. By Jack North,

THE

splen

gAVING A THRONE.

A Story of John Smith, Deteetive, Vot eH
| Y 277, N
i i ' I‘JH' = o /
i Tl

i | ’]V 22
||w" "‘I ‘i | |
;#ﬁf;;*f',(!;;ﬁf'?’!'-.'y"*‘" |

fal )| ! ’ t'

il
il ! .'l‘ -'f"1l '..

Ay
Ao ?_i"‘. Il
1\ fl

,,,,,,
& s Y s
7 A " L T,
.....

i“
4‘-“

e ———
' 8
.

/] !

3 1" Ju““ <4 RS

STy o k

FRoCANNAAR LOWERED ED EDGE OF 3
$ E HIMSELF FROM THE BATTLEMENT NG OUT HI
No, ;r"' Wlnl?g@w YOURSEL' UP AGAIN, TAFFY?'' ABKED MAC, STRETOHI

% NEW sERigs.

TO THE G




PILUCK — EXvery NMaturaay, 1q,

GRAND SCHOOL TALE,

=
s & O
o e e e b e e 0000 00 600 0% 0% 000 e 0% oM et 0 e a0 e 1% 0% ¢ ¢t o 00
0aP 0 09,00.00.0 0,089 %" %% %676 %0° 6% %7 %0 %" %" %% % %2 %1 %" %67 %* %% %’ % p
) »
- -
ol '\-p—v& - ;:.
-

L)

.- ®
.0 0‘0
3

.
*

<=
TNy
R g
:1'

7]

e — - ' 'S
L
X NG
=S :
.:. —— n——- “e
O’b . 9 ':‘
» .
-~ - - f: ;:"' Fi2 e{,‘a %
.*‘. », ' \ﬁ :
* 1 J sy & »e
2§ 6 Lv il Me :
e DO
»> & & b 9 ¥ 8 4 b b 8 A o
* * _® * & L2 L.
T 0 00 29 03 0630 80 08 00 00 00'06‘0...

L)

* *

Ercdred Lacy Spernks OQut,

There was a buzz of excitement in the hall. The IForms of
St.Kit's were assembled there to hear what tho Ilead had to
say: but already the news had spread liko wildfire through
the school. There had been a theft in the doctor’s study, and
Arthur Talbot was suspected of being the thief.

The boys were amazed at the accusation, even Talbot's
enemices; but few of either his friends or his rof_)s waited to
hcar any evidenee before making up their minds on the
matter. ) )

His friends, to a hoy, Dbelieved him innocent; while hig
enemics—and they were numerous at St. Kit’s—shrugged
their shoulders and sneered. ‘

The Fourth Form was more excited aboul the matter than
any other. Mr. Slaney had returned to his Form only just in
time to stop what threatened to be a riot, and the jumiors
were sti]l breathing wrath. ‘ .

T’at Nugent was the most excited of all. Iis hot Irish
blood was on fire at the crucl accusation made against the
boy who was his idol, and his ideal of what a young Dritisher
should be.

Talbot a thicf! It was impossible, and Pat was ready to
fight anvbedy, whether in the Fourth Form or the Fifth or
Sixth, who should maintain an opposite opinion.

And as Trimble and his set had already plumped against
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Talbot, it was probable that Pat and the chums of the end-

study had a large number of combats in prospect.

The Fourth was buzzing with suppressed indignation when
tha doctor entered and took his place. .

All eyes were on the Head at once.  All noticed how pale
end worn ho looked, years older than he had looked the
previous day. The matter was telling heavily on Dr. Kent.

Talbot stood in his place in the Sixth, pale and calm.
After the first stunnifig shock of the surprise at finding him-
self suspected, the young fellow had taken it calmly. He was
deeply hurt, and deeply indignant, but he knew that there
must be an inquiry, and he was rcady to face it quietly.

The doctor clearced his throat. The buzz in the hall died

away. Everyone was anxious to catch every word uttered
bEr the doctor—rather a rare state of-things on the occasion
ot a speech by the Head. |
"My boys,” said the doctor, and his voice, though very
quict, reached to every corner of the big lecture-hall—* my
boys, there has been a terrible happening in this school.
SBome of you know what it is, others are still in ignorance.
Last evening, while I was absent from my study, a sum of
money in gold and notes was taken from iy desk.”

Dead silence !

*I was forced-to the unpleasant conclusion that there is a
thief in the school,” went on the Head. “‘I have made some
tnquiries, and I have learned that during my absence three
boys went to my study with the intention of speaking to me.
These three boys ore above suspicion.”

There was a buzz. The doctor waved his hand for silence.

““I had hoped that they might have furnished me with
sjome clue to the thief, but I was disappointed. I have no
tlue at present. - But unlcss the truth is immediately made
known, 1 shall have no alternative but to call in the police,
when I have little doubt that the thief will speedily ba
brought to light.”

The police! A sort of shudder went through the hall at
the word. The police at St. Kit's!

Even fellows who did not, as a rule, think much about the
good fame of the old school could feel what a disgrace was
about to fall upon St. Kit's, and every facc was dark and
Kerious. ;

The ITead paused for a moment. There was a dead silence
while the boys waited for him to continue. :

‘ Before such a serious sth is taken, however,” resumed
Dr. Kent, ‘1 wish to give the unhony boy who has dono
this wretched deed a chance. If he will come to me and con-
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There was a dead sile;
little forward.
“ May I epcak, sir?" ho i
. ’ . Cxcels
"l‘h? doclor looked fixedly aytcil-li'rgmr'
Certainly, Lacy! I shall be g!;ld to 1
you, or anyone else, may be ahle to Gy
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““I have nothing to say,” he 1)
E]on’t for a moment put any be]iei lillit(tzgnoﬁt' :
invented this morning.” e

“Very well,” said Lacy; *vyo
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.. There is ono person in the school, sir, y
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- ‘1 thin 1ave already said, Lacv, that ¢ . g
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““Pardon me, sir, for disagreeing with you. M
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‘“To whom do you refer, Lacy?" :

Tho Head kpew well cnough, as a matter of fact. -

““Shall I mention his name, sir?”

‘““Decidedly! As I suppose the whole school knows tc
whomn you allide, it can do no harm to mention his name,"
said the doctor, with a ring of scorn in his voice.

““Tho person I mean is Arthur Talbot, ir.”

“Very well. Now, Lacy, this has been hinted at beloze,
and I am not sorry to have the matter threshed out belort
the school. It was only for the purpose of sparing an ina*
cent lad’s feclings that I refrained from referring to &
myself.” ' s it?

*“If Talbot is innocent, sir, I supposo ho can p:m;e.&" J
There’s a strong Seling in the Form that he oug}lt mf;;:}ﬂv

“What do you wish him to prove? Ho told me
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there was to tell. Iaywood and Dunn went alsf_o.
“Thoy went together, sir; and cach is 8 witness
other.”
“Ahl
separately, you would have suspect
committed the theft?” . -
Lacy shifted uncomfortably. This waslrall}:flrl l:n 2
tables on him, and in the silenco of tll“cour'th Form.
chuckle proceeded from the ranks of the
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The doctor’s voice was . ; e
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