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THE TARTAN PLAID.

A Crand Detective Tale. Fy PHIL GRANBY.

BRIAN'S BADGERING. 1D
A Tale of School Life. By LEWIS HOCKLEY,
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what Pat Heard.—When Greelk Viceis Greekf,

A murmur of voices could E“:. fa.ipily he_a}idln}; thlﬂ t’illle.t

14 but. of course, could not be distinguished by the boys
l.itl."“,',h'..,w for below the window. Pat strained his ears to
Ti\lltm].:‘ “.nd then lie gave a sudden start, and gripped

a:-den's arn. .
BI.‘f’i“ﬂE;:‘;r'lll“;;ll_.b:‘: name mcntion.(-d,” e wlnsp’cred. .“ I
can't make out what they're saying, but they’re talking

.t Talbot.”

al{t}hii'?:—1:;;‘5;-.‘-.;-atingE" growled I}lngden. ““Perhaps f!lo
whelo giddy ploi’s being unfolded iu that roqm,,?nd we can't
discover a word. I wish I had a pair of stilts. :

Creene joined them. Pat Nugent swiftly explained tho
citua‘ion to him, and Greene came to the rescue with a
brilliant suggestion.

“TLook here.” he said, ““that window-sill is only about
ten fcet from the ground. If I were to stand on Blaggy's
shonlders, Pat, and you were to stand ou mine, you'd Lo
cile 1o lock inte the room if you wanted to.”

Pat ave him a slap on the back that made him stagger.

** Bravo, old chap!”

. “ Well, you ncedn’t break my back,
you think its a good i1dea?”

* Rather, 1f yeu chaps could stick it out.”

“1 think I could,” =zid Blagden. *“I'm
you know, and you're a rather light weight, Pat.
Groone's g feet 1Min nervous about.”

“Lel me fect alone,” said Crecne.

“I weuldn't touch ’ems with a telegraph-pole,’”” assured
Blagden. ' Don’t be nervous about that, my dear fcliow,”

* Look bere "

" gasped Greene. ‘' Do

pretty sirong,
It’s

“Rure, and dry up, Loth of ye!” whispered Pat. “Ts

this a time lo start ragging, ye gossoons? Stand against the

wall, Blaggy darling.”
| Blagden did as requested. ;

““Come on, Green!” he said. “* Quisat, fethead !

, “Give us a bunk up, Tipperary.”
' ** Here you are.”
‘ Pat Nugeut gave him the required ‘‘bunk,” and Greeneo
mounted elowly and carefully upon Blagden’s shoulders,
halding on to a drain-pipce that ran down the wall close
beside the window.  Under the window of Seth Black’s
room the wall wae blank.

** Now, hold fast,”” whicpered Pat Nugent. :
_ Holding on to the drain-pipe with ose hand, and the
. Juniors with the other, the chief of the investigation com-
mittee commenced a diflieull and perilous ascent. Pat
| Nugent was as nimble as a menkey, or he would certainly
never have sueceeded in effecting that peculiar climb. But
Le did succeed.

Hixs %iuces were planted upon Greene's shoulders, and then
he v:as able to rcach up and hold on to a corner of tho
window-sill of Black’s roem, and so Lo did not attempt to
rise upon his feet,

. l.Now the eound of the voices from within canio clearly to
- l.lfhcnrs. There was a flare of Jight in the room. Black had
f::sr ttrl'"l thg: ‘;,.;:as;' but be did not trouble to close the window,
o li'tt‘nf;'-{ t.t was hot, and, of course, he had no thought
g I.: iancla: w:lndow overlooking a blank wall.
Blnines o Ined to whoop alond with triumph, but he
81 Black had 'l’J Ilmnxt:on was certainly a dangerous one, for
A i.'};( uri)_md out of the window ho eould not have
e bick 0}":‘1;‘ "?t(’ly spob the committee of investigation,
o tﬂrrwm;o o luoum‘w.r: dnrlc,. yet 1t was g o possible
o sed TG core out of it at any morint.
bon 110 l“f ﬂ‘“tfl“‘f' thought nor cared for thoso rigks.
Bt 'i;“ "t-};tc;(.f: fth'.' conspiratore; {hat was all be cared abeut
B s 1 '[;ltlfll};i“ llll‘if:i‘] \«l:lce of Back came clearly to his
'Of.f“{iil at the side of tihs'.r}\:'c;:]‘(i(:"it‘ i ok Kl psp ik
Ot can <ay exnctly what you like, Mastor Lacy. I'm
fn‘il‘: hl'm'.\. ind you cun talk all night if you cllogg;i; hut
fthur Talbot is not to leave St Kit'a”
He wil! leave 8¢ Kit'at? '

22y he won't, and he sha'n't "

NEXT SATURDAY:

o ' - .
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““THE CAPTAIN OF WYCLIFFE."
A Bylendid Inns. Complete Bubocl Tula
by Jack Northj

t—Every

sSatuarday, 1S,

“-,-‘\rn you mad, Blick? He has he-n proved guilty of
theft——"

* Moonshine [’

“The proofs are as reloar as daylight, and not a sincle
fellow in the schoaol has the shightest doubt upon the pomnt.™

“Gammon!”’

“Talbot eutered the Head's stady in his aleopee, and when
the Ilead came bacl: the desl; vas found to be robbed. The
HHead himself believes that Talbot 1s guilty, and it's as cleat
as daylight to cverybody.”

“Rot|”

“He's gamg to leave St Kit's, and if he didu’t he wonld
ba expelled, so there’s not much dilference.  There's no hopu
for him!” :

“Stuffl

Lacy snapped his tecth. DBlack's contemntuous interjce-
tions showed that the ruffan was fully determined apon what
he had in his mind, and that not all the argnments the pre-
fcet conld advance would shake his deterniination.

“Ue must go,” said Lacy. " You speak as if I could pre-
vent it somehow. 1 can’t, and you couldu't ¢xpect me to do
1t 1f 1 could.” -

“You can, and you must!”

“What do you mean?”’

Black brought his fist down with a thunp apon-the table.

“1 mean that this is 2 ploi against Talbot, and that, ii
vou can deceive the whole of the school yonder, you can's
deceive meal”’

“I'm not secking {o deceive—— : .

“PDon't lie)” interrupted Black roughly. *°T can sce right
through 2ll that. Do you think I am a baby to have the wool
pulled over my eves? I've heiped vou to humble Talbot
hefora all the school beeausa I hated him, because he scorned
me.” The rufian ground his (eeth. **If it wasn’t {or other
reasons, you could get him kicked out of St. Kit's and wel-
come !’

‘“* What cther reasons?”

“ Good reasons, which you needn’t ask me aaything alout,
becauze 1 sha’n't tell you if you do ! Black said rudely. 1t
doesn’t suit my purpose for Arthur Talbot to leave the
school, that’s all. Put that in your pipe and smacke it!"”

“You dislike him 23 much as I do, and——"’

“I'm not saying I don’t; but he's worth a let to me at St,
Kit’s, and he’s worth nothing 1f I lose sight of him. Du
you understand that?”’

* No, I don’t,”” said the prefect testily. *‘I think you are
mad or drunlc.” '

Se.rr Blacl chucldled. ;

“1 suppese the squire has told you nothing, then,”” hao
said,  ““That shows a wise head of his, ’eause you ain’t o}
any more sense than the law allows. But Le’s at the bottum
of this game to drive Talbot irom St. Kit’s.”

“*He knows nothing——

“Lics!” said Scth Black calmly, stnfling tobacco into lis
pipe. " Lics, my young friend}! If you knew the whole
stary, you wouldn’t think it possible to teke me in. The
squire’s game is to drive Arthur Talbot from St. Kit’s, and
I don’t blame him; only I'm not going to let hisa do it. It
doesn’t suit my beolk, you sce.”

“I can’t see how it maftters fa yon whetker Talbot goes
or stays.”’ ; 2

“1 dare say you can’t, and I'm not gu.ag to explain. If
you want to know all about it, ask the squira; ho can tel
you a¢ much as he lilkes.”

‘“He has told me nothing.”

“And I'm not going to tell you nothing, neither.
this: that Arthur Talbot is to stay at the school.”

““I have no inflvence—"’

““¥You can tell the truth. Tell the Head he is innocent.”

‘1 should not be believed.”

“You could make him believe you. You say some money
has been stolen. TIind it." -

“How am I to find it?’

*“Those who hide can find,” said Seth Black, with a leer,

Lacy flushed hotly.

“ Do you mean to insinuate—-"?

‘“’Nulf said. You took the monrey, I exnect, and threw
the blame on Talbot. If a detective was to watch you, I
guess he'd And you had the czsh hidden somewhere,””

Laey was pale with rage.

“Buat T dou't eare how you fix it,”” said Black. * Talbel
has got to stay, that’s all. You know as well as I do that
ho did not sleal the money, and il you don’t make it porsible
for him to stay, I will.”

** What will you do!'"" «aid Lacy, biting his lipa.

" I'll go up to the school and see the Heud.”

*“ What can you toll him1

“T'll tell hirn of your plot to ruin Tulbot, by making cut
that I was his fathcr, and if that isn't sufficient to convince
him Tl tell him more,” said Seth Black, lighiting bis pipe.
** 1 tell you, Talbot sha’n’t leave 8¢ Kit's."”

*«FEARLESS AND FREE.” IH 11 PLUGK " in.
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A Thrilllng Tale of Adventure,

AXD
By Owen Leash.
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