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THE HEAD VERSUS THE SCHOOL.
By MICHAEL STORM.

DR. NEVADA'S TRAP.
bTIn'i‘nl'mg Tale of the Great Mystery Investigator.
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BRIEF ACCOQUNY OF THE FIRST CHAPTERS,

Whon Pot Nugent arrives at St i(it's, an oloction Is takin rizc
captaincy of tho sciiool boiween Arthur Talbot aned ElrlrcclanlciI:o r?.-';,ff;:
qalns ihe viclory, but aficrwonrds rosipgns s position o cccount of o
mean plot instigated by Cidred Lacy «and his LDrothor, who iz Squlirt of
Lynwood. Soon aiterthe olceccotion fer the position of captaln, which Talhot
has vacated, draws near, dand Jalbot's chum Brooko, who oppotes Lacy, is
cleccted captainn of 5¢, IUL'5. Ono morning the Hoad discovers ho has boon
robhed of £L30. Mo calls «a ryceting in the hall, and Arthur Talbot Is oponly
accused of the theft, Ho is sent to Coveoniry by thoe wwholns school excopnt
Nugont, Blacder, and Greene, Yhree clhiwns, who belfovo In his innoconco,
and who arc determined to stand by him, Heowever, Arthwur Talbot doecides
o run away from St, i(it's. He Jeaves the scheo! by nighit, and «s he iz
prssing over tho bridge which spans the river e heuars a splash, folicived
by a weak cry for help, Thao ciryis Trom tho fips of Sath Black, x irump
wiia has becn bribed Ly Snuire Locy to cfaim Tallzot as His son. Wihon
Lacy hears that Aribur is golrg to lcave iho school ho Kknows thot Biacic
will bo a hindrance to his plans, so on the night that AriLiue icoves 5S¢,
Kit's the Squlre attacks Blaci on $ho river-bant, and thcen throwves Ll
into tha water. Arthur Taibot, howover, ovontualiy saves [Biccic irom
drowning and tales him to the school, For o wholo day Suily Nlcelk jics
unconscious [n eno of the bed-rooms. In the night tho throo chHuums, by
shadowlng Trimble and Cleve, aro instrumental In yvceves=ing tho Docior's
sto en meney; and it is so proven that Arthur Talliot is o thiof Cn
getting back to the schoo! thoy find tho dormitories in w sto<o oV pnaic,
for while the chums have been chadowling Trimdic and Clcove, Sguire
Lacy hreaks into tite cchoo! and is almast successfus isr sifencing Soth
Btacki for cver, ic is Trustroted by Taihot and rushes dovee tho corridor.
Ar. Slaney attempis to siop Hiim, but (o Squire sgrings on 1o o windoviss

], and emashing the g/ass mh—jumps.

7he Shadow of Doorm.

"

“Heavens,” mutiered Mr. Slancy —“.hca\'-}n‘i !

Thud !
© A faint, dull sound
end silence!

Mr. Blaney <h'p{)f'd
halk. The hand that

“Wha wae it, boys?

course ! .
| 4Tt was Squire Lacy, of Lynwood!
“What?™ : 4 ‘ o
34 —is he dead, do vou thinlk, sir?
"%’fill}lz:r dead or noar it I id the master of the Fourth
quictly. *“No mzn could survive thut fearful falll” i

e hurried away down the stairs and out 1nto the dim
elose o roach the injured man.

The chums of the Fourth Form returned to where they
“had left Talbot.

e had taken off his jacket. In the light of the lantern
his face was deadly white, and his shirt showed red, drenched
with blood.

Pet uttered a cry.

*“Talbot, you are wounded!”

Arthur Tulbot smniled faintly,

“ It is only a scratch,” he said. “ The knife glanced along
my ribs. He meant ill enongh, but it was a blow at random.
It is enly a seratch.  Where is the squire?”

* He jumped from the window at the end of the corridor,
zud fell'in the close !

Talbot started.

“Then he is a Jead man! Jleaven have mercy upon

from ihe darkness below, a deep groan,

Jown from the window, white as
held the lamp trembled and chook.
Do you know? A burglar, of

There was a strange quiet upon S{. Kit’s.

_'I'he boys came out of the class-rooms with noiseless steps.
Whey they met in the corridors they spoke in subdued
\uxges.

;\o merry thout ranz in the close, Even the foothall
fidd wes quict. A <hadow scemed to lio upon the old
school, .

A vhadow there was, truly—the chadow of death.

Within the ancient walls of St. Kit's the Squire of
Lynwood lay dying!

There had béen 1o Lope for Rupert Lacy from the first.
The fall from the window Liad shattered the strong frame,
end the marvel waw that ho yet lived. . e lived, half-
conseiouy, while srother doy ran its course. Night was
Malling agein, and with the speat day the lifo of Ruport
 Lacy was ebbing.

There had been sirange news for St Kit's when the selioal
awolke that moruing. The dizcovery thut had beon aado
_over night nad cleared the namo of Adthur, Talbot. Tho
met obetinate of his encinies could not doubt him further.

NEXT SATURDAY:

""THE SCAMP OF WYCLIFFE,”
A Puwertul Long, Conmplete Hohiod T
by Jak horu,

as ho shools downward into the garkness,

Oone wild, despairing cry oscunpas thae iins of the wrelched man

{Now 0 oir with 160 siory.)

His innocence was proved. Eidred Laey had been the
thief; or, to be more correct, had Lrought alout the theft
in order to throw the guiit nwpon Talbat.  Ile had sucecede:d
or o time, but he was known in his true colours now.
Of the intention to steal himself, hie might be acquitied. bat
there was no_ doubt that he had planned {o ruin Talbot,
and that but*for the chums of the end study his suceess
would have been camplete.

Now the truth was knownl

Ii came a3 a stunning blow to the prefect. ITe had nok
dreamed of this; when ho least expected it his fate had
found him out. i :
lllu‘ﬂ. the accident to the squire threw even thig info the
shade.

It was impossible to expel Eldred Lacy from the school
when his brother lay dying within the walls of St. Kit's.

The Ilead spoke to the prefect plainly, very plainly; it
was made clear that Lacy was to leave 3t. Kit's, and there
the matter ended. &

Talbot received ‘congratulations from all sides.

Tellows who had been down upon him all the time camo
up znd begzed his pardon openly; and as Arthur was nob
o fellow to bear malice, he allowed bygones to be bygones.

The triumph of the * committee of investigation™ may be
imagined. .

The contence of. ¢ Coventry ”” was, of course, a! an end,
and the Fourth Form, having come round, Pat, Blagden,
anil Creene graciously came round also, and nothing more
was caid of Coventry.

Tho threo juniors were tho heroes of the Form.

Trimble and Cleeve left St. Kit's thel morning, it being
pretty well known that they had been expelled, although
the oxpulsion was not public; and so the preatest encmy
of the chums was gone, never to trouble them again.

The *‘committee of investigation” would have received a
crand ovation from the Form, but for the grim shadow thai
Imng over the school.

Tt with the shadow of death on the place, oven
spirits of the end study wore subdued.

The lours that brought death nearcr to the
Ianweod, brought recovery to Scth Black.

Tho long unconsciousness of the ruflian was over al ]a_st,
and he was able to speak. . i

1lis first demand when he awoke to his surroundings was
for Arthur Talbot. *

Talliol eamo to his bedside at oncoe.

Tho i:ljurvlcl ('l““l“ .lukmml a'palo and

H H n s cd swek-room. - %
ll'l',"lrll;nlx.\!. ):)I:I, Muster Talbot 1 ha asked, peering at the
wihletio figura Leside hia bed.

WY suid Arthur quietly,

O tow did I coma heve . . -

“Vou were picked out of the river, and carried here.

“Who did itt”
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Tha ruffian’s voica and look were strangoly cager.

1 did,” «nid Talbot quietly, e ’

“y ‘]“ "eht <o. I had a sorlér feelin'—na il T had dreamed
t— l;ll((‘lk\\x\s in tho water, and T zeed your fwl(“('. Masler
‘Tallnﬂl 1 felt it must be you who had saved me.

1bot nodded. s
:l:';:nu must not falk xp:xch." ho eaid;
ow minules with you.
» "“I‘}mmill‘\“n bad state, I kunow. Dut T shall get well 27

o loctor savs so.” i L
: "('l‘;f':gd‘! I shall get wall, if that murderous villain does

pot gat at me again. You know who threw me in the
- river!"”

.tl “Yeos; I think T knm\'-;"

“It was Squire Lacy.

1 thought =o." . ) ) )

“ He met me on the bridge that night. prefending to give
me money, and he tricked me down to the bank and struclk
me down. A wonder he didn’t kill me; lie meant to!”

Tho rufian gritted his tecth. .

It was evident that all the spite of his nature was roused
by his sufferings at the hands of the Squire of Lynwood,
and his narrow cscape from death. . :

“Let the police know,” he went on. “I'm going to tell
them everything now. Let them arrest him; don't let him

t away!"”

y Talbot was silent. )
o, “He meant to murder me, as he did once afore,
forcign country. where know 1" said Black.

“T can only stay

in a

hing ! 1

- knew his past—he dared not tell me it.
ou I knew more—

; knew whera

And arter I seed N
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the child
made away

with.”
Talbot trembled.
“His father!
MWhat childz  What
~ are you speaking of,
. Black:®"” R
The rufian
grinned faintly.
“*Ah, that’s nows
- %o you, is it?  You
- never knew?:"
B “Tell me, Black.
it you have auy
- gratitude to me for
~ saving vour Jife—
tell me the truth. Is
- there anything in
¥dur asscrtion that
you were my
athert’

- Talbot bent
eagerly to put  the
question. .
Beth Black slowly
shook his head.
#¢No.”

““You swear it?"”

“Yes I was
It was young
: who

 There never was
any trath in it. If

Fou knew the truth
e

“Do  3ou know
whom my father
.wn"'

"

"es; I know."
el_l' me — tell

““ As much
life is wqﬂch

as your
t?{ know
! upert
“Lacy is safe under
- Jdock and key!” re.
~ plied Black. ™ 1.
m bz arrested!”

‘** Listen ! said

, for he will
a dead man be-
: morning.””
gave a
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