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"SCHOOL YD SPORT"

By Tom Fopperton
Lmon. the shosl Of boys' pepers sterted in the yesrs

efter the 1914-18 “/ar, there is cne which holds & peculisr
feseinetion for me, not sc much for what it was, but beceuse
of whet it might have been. "The Gem" assumed its finel
furm slmost by eccident, es Tom Merry hed to expel his co-
tensnts snd St.Jin's only supplented Clavering es sn efter-
thought, while "The liagnet", which hed & }Minerve-like birth,
wes lsunched on the strength of less then twelve months'
pupulerity of its friendly rivel. Then "School end Sport"
sew the 1ight on 17th Dec.mber, 1921, however, its new achoc]
of St.it's wes being developed frum the ripened experience
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of fourteen yerrs of St.Jim's, thirteen of Greyfriars, #nd
six of Rockwood. Given o fair ficld, it should hoave been
the king of them #ll.

An pdded spice wes given, too, beceuse of my ides thet
the peper, resulting from differences in Fleetwsy House, wos
8 "breckewey" by Chsrles Hemilton end H...Hinton, deliberste—
ly designed to meet and beat their \.P, successes. . Thanks to
the kindness of ifr. Hemilton, who hes unrevelled for me some
of the remorkebly tengled skein of the short-lived waekly, I
now knor that this wes not quite correct. Although nominnl-;
1y cwned by Populsr Publicetions ILtd., it wes Finton's child,
end Mr. Hemilton, whils yielding to persussion to write for |
it, discleims eny intention of entering into comvetition with
his own pepers, which loyalty to his publishers would have
precluded. He thought, ond still thinks, thet in these so
different deys there wes room for everyone #nd thet "School
end Sport" c.uld heve lived heppily by the side of the ..P.
publications. Not unmneturally, he found thet not everyone
shared thet view! He inclines, too, to the belief thet
Hinton thought es he did, but, whilc I diverge from his
opinion with the utmost diffidence, it is difficult to con-
ceive that the editor wes thinking of anything dbut direct
competition with "The Gem" snd "The Magnet",., He copies thei
unique meks-up of & 30,000 word school ysrn featuring the same
cost continuously - even drawings in the some suther - end the
motter is surely clinched by the prior publicity which in-
cluded circulerising readers of the other wacklics, whose
nemes end eddresses could only have been obteined through
Finton's officiel connection with the L.P.

Sentimentsl reesons presumebly kept "The Boys' Friend"
end"fhe Boys'! Reelm" to their trediticasl - end swkwerd and
outmoded - formot. Thy on editor ss experienced ss Mr.Hinto
chose to duplicate it in 1921, snd why he wes content with the
less then medioccre drewings of R.H.Evens are likely to remsin
unsolved mysteries. He wes better served with the serisl.
"The Cruise of the 'Tertar'" wss sbove reesscneble reproech,
probebly beceuse "John “.interton", the ruputed suthor, hed
ell the cermerks of being Duncen Storm.

The pley's *he thing, though, #nd it is on the mein
stories by "Clifford Clive" thet our interest centres. The
ovening series, putting it in bald outline, desls with Herry
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wemeless, & boy of unknown parentage, going to St.Kit's School
on ¢ scholsrship, being befriended by o deccptively lenguid
aristocret nemed !lgernon lubrey St.Leger whom he rescues fr
drowning, discovering thet his fether is Colonel Lovell, St.
Leger's uncle, ond breeking down the largely snobbish opposi-
ticn tc him in the school until he becomes Ceptein of the ;
Fourth, There is nothing particularly originel in this typ{
f plot, which wés used in "Boys of Englend" wey beck in 1879,
while in 1915-16 Frenk Richaerds hed sent Frenk Courteney to
Highcliffe under scmewhet similer circumstences in the Boys'
Fricnd Librery. I em not one of tiuose impossiblists who
femend brend-new plots in every issue of s boys' weekly: thd
point is, why this particuler type of plot, which is sdmit-
tedly drametic but — despite the smooth end convineing
nﬂn‘rtlon - cunteins more inherent improbebilities then most.

(Tc be continued)




"SCHOOL LMD SPORT"
By Tom Hepperton

(continued from last month)

The choice indicates, I believe, that Clifford Clive
was writing at the top of his Went, and that the eventual
failure of the paper was in no way because of lack of care
or attention on his pert. lMeny years afterwsrds, he stated
thst the Ccurtenay stories were, in his cpinion, the west
work he had produced, and there is nothing more natural than
that, in the electrified atmosphere of "School end Sport's"
initisl struggle for a place in the sun, his inspiretion
flowed from the same fount as that treasured best.

For Herry Lcvell to surmount his obstecles snd take the
capteincy occupied five mpumbers. What then? "They used to
say et the 4.P. that a tperring—cut'! was a sure cerd to playg
(Frenk Richards, 1951.) Clifford Clive, 1922, agreed with °
him. L substitute Heedmester wes imported, whose acid
tyrenny precipitated a revolt. The record now becomes moTe
then e little cloudy, for diligent enquiry hes feiled o
unearth eny copy after No.7, in which the barring—out tele
begen, although Mr, Hemilton certainly wrote the continuation
which filled Nu.8, and sfter he felt constrained to cease
writing for the peper, H.A.Hinton did as he hed done in
"he Gem" 2nd "Megnet" end brought in a substitute writer.
Anywey, whether the peper ran for nine-or ten issues, OT
oven the twenty with which it is credited (on what evidence
I don't know) in the 1947 "Annual" matters little. = The
important part for our purp.se ends with No.8, end that yorTn
we have in reprint form. ;

The stories are thought-provoking in the extreme. In
the initisl »id for pupulerity, strong plois were hurwying
events slong £t = much faster pece then in the, contempoTary
pepers, where the series form was well developed. The
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berring-out, for example, was over in two wecks, while the
Remove could have been relied un to hold cut for enything
up to three months. This wes inevitable, It tock about
four yeers to sssemble the permenent residents et the older
schouols, end most uf the sub-plotting which allowed the
series to combine length with urflagging intcrest depended
on the developed cherscteristics of the lesding boys. The
finnl etmosphere of St.Kit's wes still to be worked ocut, and
the interest of the resder hed to be meintained by drematie
.p].»-ts while the constructionel work on the cast prcceeded.
It is significent that there wes no house division end there
could heve been none of the concentration on conflict thet
kept the characters cf the St.Jim's juniors so curiously
astetic. ks ot Greyfrirrs, it wes in the sters that the
thet the stories would heve stemmed from developing subtlety
snd complexity in the delinestion of the cheracters.

In view of the foregoing, it is not surprising thet the
boys of "School end Sport" were sketched, rether then ctched
Herry Lovell wes s much the cresture of circumstences that
his theracter had not crystsllised: Algy derived s mething
from D'Arcy and a little more from Hsuly, slthough gquite
distinct from either: Bummy Bootles was 2 not unfemilisr
®lend of fetuity, mendecity and greed, but seems tc me onm &
close comperison tu be further advenced then the contemporery
owl slong thet mellowing rosd which sublimated Bunter's esrly
dross — perhaps beceuse he wes not curcumscribed by Bunter
stock situetions. The fourth cerdinal point of the St.Kit's
cumpass, Bob Reke, appeared from justralis in No.5, when his
vote tipped the election tu Lovell, and formed 2 bluff, even
rowdy, contrest to the others. What further impurtetions
w.uld have been mpsde we shall never know, buf, with "The Gem$
snd "Megnet" in mind, we cen do more then guess.

Teking a1l in #11, the sturies were certeinly not
inferior to their competitors, and Hinton cculd count him-
self e most fortunate editor in having preveiled upon
Clifford Clive. One could reslly heve gambled that the
combinetion of editor end euthor must heve ween infallibly
successful, but there were factors other then the mere
established strength ¢f the A.P. weeklies to take into
scoount. Mr.Hemilton spesks of his old colleaguc with 2

certain effection s e good chep (ss does Clive R. Fenn) end
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no-cne should kncw better. 4s editor of "Sch.ol end Spurt',
however, H.\. Hinton showed scme peculiar treits. He was
"chencing his 2rm" from the stert, es the paper wes under-
cepitalised, end the formet waes a grave editcorisl blunder.
Some sleshing of the stories might heve been expected with
No.T, when the pege height wes reduced by 13" end the numbex
by fcur (ominoua signl) but the length cf the feature stories
wes misceleuleted from the stert. The poor suthor, acting
¢n instructions, turned out each week yerms from which 5,000
words were coolly hecked. This would heve ween gelling
under eny circumstences, end how much more gelling when eech|
batch of copy brought in reply hesrty end genisl letters ———
none .f which conteined & chegue! = In short, Clifford Clive
received nct sc much es sixpence for his efforts, and while
he tuck it philosophicelly, I gather that the seme gentle
resignation wes not feetured prominently in some other
quarters.

A little wes seved from the wreck.,K Non-peyment meent
that the ccpyright remeined with the suthor snd, with some
of the names sltered, the entire run wes serialised in
"The Boys' Friend" end subsequently reprinted in the S.0.L."
That wes perheps not much to shgw for e venture begun with
guch high hopes, Wut Clifford Clive cen st least derive now
some comfort from the fact thet externsl factors eslone senk
uSchool and Spert". On merit, St.(it's cculd heve held its
Lwn.




