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Twopence

“The First

¢ Fire—Fire 1 ™
HE chums of the Fourth Form at Morcove
School had gone to sleep eariy that night.
A most strenuous game .of hockey in the

afternoon had left the girls quite played out, and -

even madcap. Polly Linton had been too tired to
téase long su{fenng' Paula Creel when bedtime
canmie roun
BeH:f Barton said - afterwards that
actually dreaming of that hockey match .when i;'he
.great "alarm went up.
She, the Form captain, had taken on to the
ey-field a most extraordinary team. %e
- Minden was playing the piano as she kept %oa
Paula Cresel was continually dizappearing
the field of play to change into another frock!
+ As for Polly f,mton she kept on miaking the most
silly proposals as to how to avin the match,
'fhele wad something about a bonfire. Couldn’t
they light a big fire and smoke the rival team
out? Smoke—lots of smoke, that was the thing!
So Betty was dreaming, in the most gbsurd
way, when &he suddenly opened her eyes and

saw—smoket
Lots of smoke, ™ here in - the Fourth Form
dormitory ! o . :
She sat up with a gasp -of alarm.

© “My gracious!” was her whisper- of dxsnmy
S Is there a fire? Is the schoo] on fire?
“Yes, wather!” came a murmur that seemed

to be a very apt reply. But Paula Creel was only
{.lalking in her sleep, as she turned over upon_
er

Betty flung aside the coverings and sprang out.

Across the floor she rushed, hoping to avoid
waking other sleepers for the 'moment. But she
knocked over a chair in her_ excusable haste, and
- - 'y the time she was at the. door, peering out into
= the corridor, several girls were rousmg up.

_ . “Hallo! Oh, goo’ness!” .

’; “Bai Joye, geals! What a Wemarkable—

" smeke?” some girl, more fully awake than the
.others cried out excitedly.

'8h! Steady ! came in a soothmg' whisper
from Betty.
Ilfﬁﬂ second, however the - other” glr] shmﬂed
wi
“ Fire! Fire! Firel”

this particular dormitory, as every one of its
occupants took alarm, there came an echo of that
i::wfu cry from other parts of the great sohool-
ouse:

“THE SCHOOLGIRLS' OWN
of a New Series of MORCOVE STORIES which you
: will all Thoroughly Enjoy. o a

“THE SCHOOL IN
THE WOODS!”

A t‘nagmﬁc:(_mt long complete story of the girls of Morcove' '
School which tells of a deep mystery connected w1th a

she was -

- escaping into.the open air. -
“ But wi at. does it mean? Oh, why all this

And then, above all the sudden commotwn in -
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prefect, Myra Marshall

By MARJORIE STANTON

“ Firel” .

" What a state of thmgs' At dead of mg-hﬁ here
in the great schoolbouse, remote from any town
fire-brigade—fire !

“ Well, take it calmly!” cried the Form captmn,
as she stepped back and slammed the door {o keep
out the smoke. ¢ We'l ma.rmgel .

“Yes, wather! Howevah,” quavered Paula
Creel, stmndlng ag be‘mldered as any, * it's pwetiy

awful—-—w af
“ Oh, Ws frightful! We'll all “be killed!”

" screamed Cora Grandways, a girl who might: be

counted upon to fly into a pamc.
way c—f ou! I'm goin
m, outed Betty sﬁarply, “sta.nd st:lI!”
* Bug——"' )
“ You can’t get down the staivs,” -

“ What do you mean?’ Cora asked ihysteucally,
fe;;;n% round at the close& door, **is escape cut
0 E " isd

“« Keeg qmet= Shut that daox, T tell you e s
Core shut it again, quickly enough after she had

“ Qui- of ‘my

.Whipped it open a few inches and had been miet

by ‘a great puff of thick smoke, -
Nor was it the smoke aléne that made her shut
the door so violently. For the oné .instant that

the door had been open, the lurid glow of fire, -

from somewhere 1ound by the stmrs, had.“shone
mto ihe dormltorg
m{:ameky gir struck her hands toget'her a.nd
moarn: Two or three- stroni T nerved girls ran’
to her and tried to calm her, nowing how ensily
she might infect' others with fright, -Meanwhile,
the spell of utter helplessness amongst the girls in
general gave place to flustered action.
Some, hardly- knowing what they were about
began to dress. Others ran to the, windows an
peered ‘out. -
Already scores of the schoo[s ‘inmates were
They could be seen
swatrning about down below, and it ‘was débvious -
that their one thouﬁht was how to help those who,
like. the Fourth Form' gu-is, had found their
escape cui:l off, o
[11 = ﬁ L3 . . . o
¢ Poliy dear,” "the Fornm captain quxetly
answered the bosom chum who was. at her elbow
the window, “1 am sure we shall manage !
they would all keep as ealm as you. :
¢ are wasting time!” two or thre-!- of the .
most frightened gnIs began to cry L We can’t.
get away !”
And all in an 1n°tant they were at one winé'ﬂ-nr

or anoiﬂ:br, calling wildly:



) ,mean——- g
+ Put on your brest dressmg gown, d-erarl Thatf

LTk o
“soho

in a7 great

R |
B help——ha[p' Sm:e uﬁ—-quwk P

4T call that. 511]1!" Polly Lintou commeﬁted.

loudly, hoping that her derisive .words would have
. a bracing effect upon nicky gitls, ““Just as
i the don"t know we neec‘iﬂi help. Paula dear—"

Poliy. )

’ w;il give. you something to ‘do.
“ Bai Jove, wather!: ‘Howevah—""

¢ It s all right—"
“Quite all wight !
N They: have. a Iadder down there. ‘
commg-—-—” "
‘¢ Ok, thank goodne‘sa!
: ha,]f a dozen of the girls, “ Hurrah—yes!’
“Up, Morcove!” . yelled . Polly. - Naver s&y
die! Now for a jolly old slide!”:
Betty shot her an admiring glance. .
. “BaiJove!" said Paula, struggling into’ a drels-
mg-gown that was. 1eale .inside out. . What
-bwicks some geals are! Howevah—"" =
“ Don’t forget yrmr comb and brushes md
mtrmr Paula I” | T
~ . “How- £w1volous you are, Polly dea.h 1” .
" “ She’s an idiet!” came imt desperate tones from
. Cora Grandways. *‘ Trying t6 bo funiiy. at-a time
. likethist:
'long envugh. = You know it wontl”
#-Corg, dry uptl = -

It's

H1 sha'n'tl? the coward yelled “at Betty : “I‘
hark I was her
ering cry ‘of horror as the noise of the raging

el gou, “we are {ong for, Oh,
shud
‘fire: suddenty grew louder
down, and-then—' g ‘
‘“I?hﬂ.t noiss 1" Llstenl” enhrea.ted Betty “Yes
means that they ve got to work mt.h the
hydrant.”
e Hurrs,h ‘then I a‘ppla.uded Polly
sf: 17
er. mtentxonal[y ﬂxppa.nt ery was alnfoat iost
chorus from ithe “gir
' Here's the ladder! It 1is
. comn bver to, the wall.
Hurra :
o With- a erash, the hfe savin
at the Wmdow, but, although-

bL The door wﬂl burstv

Fes, 1t does reach,
ladder came to rest
. ‘godd gs saved, .with others “the chance .of: escape

ccari¢-an inducement: to take rash Fisks.
Up to now, Betty-and her equally calm:

"ha.d been unabla to 'do ‘anything but' allay pamc 2

Now ‘they saw ‘the urgent need -of : holding: in

those girls ‘who were in .peril of loging: their.

-,'balance and -falling headlong because of. thexr
,ea.%mess, to get gut by .the window. -
; h & darf;, ‘Betty, and Polly ‘both go‘b to the
mgdow a’;}nslils wflf};h o 3
- and- gtar ulling the pamc v piils away.
* Cora Grendways was one,

:th.e window-sill, her:crazy -excitement, she

“Inight eesjly have oat her balance before she- had."
o 1

apmper Hoi eladder.

oM é ¢
. “Not? she ahrmked'; bu-t Betty szmply dra,gged".
" her away.’: . ‘
“Go and. get some. more clothes on,” fhe Form .
“ and take your “tuen I

. captain -ordered ster {’
© . "“You want me tc Q suffocated ' Cora’ crled
- hysterically, -
* Rubbish I"

! This. smoke—-"

We are all right until the door

. goeﬂ Now, otte at’e time!’’ Betty. pleaded,
ing.her bacle - .upon .Cora’ and: ngg &mr attan‘hon
to: I‘l‘.e gu‘ls in genetal : E
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Bai- Jove_. ho-w ete you? I
. “Hurrah !’; Betty suddenly sa.rig mxl{ eneours.g—
“ingly. ‘ ;

" odds and ends in a hurriedly-m
Let. me seel”’ ;panted‘-

The ladder won't reach—it wont be

 That's tha< ‘

-at’ the -window. :
oing te Teach.  It's"

many of the girls-
now, had nerve enough to feel that they were as -

u%ﬁ:n the: I
the: ladder . was - reare ; whilit after, ‘her weni Dolly D

ith all a cowa,rds :
. fierce mtantmn to- be ﬁrat she had eclambered to

-turg-. |

:hoarsely fh«rough the smoko _“ Do yeu hea.r me,
déar? 1

E Qv')ery' :I"msday

“ Heore's Blue’ball Cuurtney,

cmed\ Polly, push-
ing that girl tor the -froat..

‘"3he’s one- oi the :

“ Down you go, then, Bluebell 1” gaid Be'c.ty

Bplendid it was to see- how ; ly other girls
now stgod back, leaving. just. orie. or two to heip,
Bluebell on to the Iadder,

“.Quick as ‘you can, but take it ea!lf :
Madge Minden’s timely word to the git a8 she
- began the steep descent, - ** Next [’ . :

One by " one - the girls clambered out’ to the
. ladder in good order. .There was no scramble for -
precedeénce, Some even turned back to. put on
more clothing, and to take.away a few treasured -
e-up bundle.. .. -
And yet there was peed” for. haste, and- zmy.
excitement ‘would have been excusable, .
However capably. the firé was being: ‘tackled by
those who had got the hydrant inte play, matters
- seemed to be getting onf
“Fourth Form. dormitor :
Louder and louder the hurly burly of the coni-
- flagration became - “out there.. The girls heard .
the erackling of burning. wood, the roai.of spread: .
“ing flames, the fierce h.lesmg of water mbo the ”

- youngest of us.’

' ra.g1§ furnace..

ext !’ Detty was makmg d point of calhng,—
.moment by moment, as she stood: by the window,

. “'Now another! .It's all right, girls; no burry - [y

"Suddenly Pa.ula. came. back' to- the wmdow. ‘
“ Botty~deah.’ L
- Hallo, Pa.u]a Yo
-~ Am-T quite - all mght Betty‘? Or, woul& y@u" .

weccmmend me te wun f:mc"k and get my )

prc . # g

onf”’

“T wilp gwe others a chance, dear—yea
“Then I will, bai Jove!”
" And Paula did! B

. Bick she turned, and was lest %o view ofice again - b
‘whilst ome by~ one” other_ -

in the dense emoke
. gitls swarmed out on to the ladder. -.

‘Cera had lgoﬂe by now —and good - nddanes, “
toof" 458" Polly had cried

- Grace Garﬁeld and . Ella Elgood Flsw Drew and "

‘Norah Nugent, Sybil Farlow and -Eva Merrick—

all these and ‘many others had by now reached ‘the ‘

,ground in safety. ‘There, in the glare from the
'fire, -.they could be seen- mmghng “with ‘girls
belonging to ether .forms, excited: gtoups W 1ch :

. prefects were keepmc im order. S
- "Not' 4 mistress Was to be seen, and Betty md

her chiums. could quite imagine that Miss Somer-’ .
‘field and her colleagues were all t.akmg an active *

part in_fighting the. fire.
At last not moré than ﬁve ar Bix gu-]s wero:
stﬁi in perit up heré in the dormitery. -
Trixié Hope.was one, and now she toek her tirn
der.. . Then' Tess. Trela.wney fo]lowed,,-

elane.

- % You next,: Madge I”” pleaded Betty, © Why in
another ten agconda we'll all ‘be awayl”. 3
. But befors that short space of. tlme bad e!aspsed
a dreadful thing happened.- : 5
The lwa.t oif the  fire Emrst in the dorm;tor

Wll’:h ‘a-dull thud; as if it Fad been struck by a
ramy it -enddenly - #lew: open, -and_ into. the great
-roomr poured.-stiffir clouds of smnke -shiot w:th
“tongues of Hame,” = -

In'a flash Betty and Pol]y were. almosls mvmble
'to each other. thmi- glrl st;l! remsmed—and

“where was shef E
“Paula: Creel—wheue was she? e
“You rext,. Poliy!” the Form captam shouted g

Go—-——

y worse }ust oumde the =
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“No! Paula—— Where—"" -

%Pl find her! You get away whilst you can.””

“ Betty .dear-— .
% We must go in turns, Polly.
' That cry from Betty sounded - fainter to
olly, and she knew why. it was, :
.Beity had turned back . across the smok -packed
room to find Paula. And this meant that shs,
. Polly, had simply got to go.
would all three {)e at the ladder together. i
©On to the sill she scratmbled, and seized the
l;dder éby both hands. But not one rung did she
-descend. :

Don’t ai‘gue v

She was out of the suffocating room-x;nd_

- absolute safety awaited her helow. .

But Polly was not going.down—hot until she
could see her plucky chum, the Form captain,
back at the window with Paulal

_ Hercines. Both, :

N. the smothering darkness of the smoke-

packed dormitory—a darkness that wag only

" ‘emphasised . by the fitful

of flame that licked through
. was trying to find Paula.

The dauntless girl had been prepared to guard

ainst the overpowering effects of the smoke.

nowing she would be one of the last to léave

the dormitory, she had drenched a towel with

E}kmvm from tongues
] do_orwayw—-Bet‘ty

water, and now it was wound -about the lower

half -of her face.

It helped wonderfully, but it meant that she

could not shout a ¢ Where are you, Paula?’

All she could do was to go right through the
great room, blundering amongst the many beds
and other furnishings until she came upon the
missing girl. o ‘ ‘ .

Amidst the
8o easy to find one’s way_ to any special part of
the room. Betty got to Paula’s own bedside. at

- last, however, and that nvas when the searcher
became wildly alarmed. ~ -~ :

" 8he had hoped to:find her chum there, perhaps .

too overcome by the smoke to take a single step
_ towards. the window.
vain, : L ‘ )
Where, then, in all the great room, was she to
s gri | herself, the brave giil
il ing a grip upon herse e brave gir
tried to quicken the search,- whilst all the time
the fire seemed: to be getting rapidly. worse.

The _heat, ‘too—how suffocating. it was, “apart

.from the dense smoke! . . ;
Casping for breath behind the wel muffler, she

rushed this' way and that, tryini toirzﬂiss ngf p:htt,
e felt as 1 a -

of the great room; but often
were getting too dazed fo know just where she
was searching. .
And then suddenly she found herself almost
stumbling over the missing girl!
Prone.upon’ the floor she had found Paula, with
her senses gonme from her. :
How the poor girl .came to be there it was
fnpossible to guess, nor did Betty let that ques-
fion claim & mement's thoughs. With & gasp of
‘relief, she bent down .fo take the insensible girl
in ‘her arms, and thep—— " -

Oh, merciful goodness, was the human burden

going to be beyond ome's failing strength!

That wes the appalling fear that seized Belty
in’ this critica] moment. .For, when she sto -
she becams very dizzy, and felt like toppling
over, and when at last she did get her arms about

* Pauls and tried to lift her, she eould not.
Yet. the girls very life depended upon .her
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If she didn’t, they

confusion of the smoke it was not

But she groped- about in
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being got out of the zoom in the next few
seconds! : o L

“Again Betty tried to lift the burden, and this . .

time she staggered just - step or two with it.
Then she gave out utterly once more. =
From "the diregtion of the window—od, the
window, if only it could be reached!—she heard
Pol_li!{:fwutmg into the room: o
“ Have you found her, Betty? .Betty dear, are .
you all right? Shall I come?” .
Then Betty took the inert’ Paula by her
- shoulders and simply dragged her across the floor.
“They were at the window then, but it meant

no relief from the stifiing heat and smoke. The
flames lit the -darkmess with strengthening

 * s ot
) .o i . s e ~ }
NO ADMITTANCE ! , Siond.avay shees
e E X ® please!" eaid the
fireman to  Myra Marshall, “ No one is
allowed Inside ! ' Betty and Co. wondered a8
the prefect continued to argue. -

intensity, and ssemed to be traversing the whole
room to find an outlet at tha{ window. -

“ Botty, where are you?!” Polly shouted in
anaxiously. again, as she clung to the top of the
ladder. = “Oh, I must go -in to her—I must!
They are hoth overcome!” ' -

But no! : y )

Evén as Polly, full of the same heroic spirit’
that had actuated her chum, was on the point
of clambering back on fo the sill, she made oud
Betty at the firelit window. Belly, with Puula
clasped in her arms!- ; o

One last superhuman effort the Form caplain
had made to raise her insensible chum from the
floor. Now she was lurching with her fo ‘the



Wil manage now!
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" window, .. and .her e{esm]ust vmﬂﬂe above the

mniﬂe.r—entreated Pao
“ Take ake herl 1 ean’t*manuge a.n}
Iongeri’

. The lightning a.d.:ons rmt.h w‘lnoh endxd Po!iy
answe"ed that appeal | - Betty never forgot them! .
Fer - the “whole of her-life she would remember.:
" geeing Polly, amidst the firelit -smoke, clam'ber

into. a safe jposition. for the purpose, and. then’.
‘take the human burden from Jﬁ ‘

"And 'down ‘there in ‘the grou.:n&s bre " tﬂ*mn
]Jundred pairé_of ‘eyes, peering’ ‘anxibusly,’ saw a.!.l
‘this, too.  Groans of suspense camae from . the:
watohers whilst. Polly, at the risk of her own

- life, stluggied back to. the ladder, burdened the

ile’ with Paula’s limp form.
‘But it was dome at last, and what a frenzned

" ‘chicer ‘of relief went up | then! -
- =% Hurrzh, she has dona it! It's Polly, and she
Hurrah, ~Polly!- Brayo—

brave "

it barder -than ‘ever. Looking.upwards, they’ “pould
see it bending in andout at the mlédle “with. a
-violencé that threatened f,o ﬂmg “the buvdenbd
" Polly from the rungs.
~ -Down she came, iwwever : Rung by run
- down thé ‘jolting ladder. she made lier way, with
“ Paula -sWung safely across “ane -shoulder. . The,
o %;ermg went - on—raged louder -than® éver when
t

also was &éen,” coming after her -chum, .
. urrah I-. -Bravo, . the “cap. |. “Bravo, Study
Twelvel” sonie. of the: excited: gitls, preferted

~:¢all, remémbering. that Betty and. Polly wer
. msepamble chunis’ of: that -study. i

.. Loud  as _was the school’s a.pp]ause for its’

hammes however, there were 'some girls sta.ndmg-

there who suddeny pu:keed up. a sngmﬁcant nome
from somewhere far off in .the da.rkness I

“Haik ! Listen, allt? . :

. Arid: their.the: whale crowd.- heards. T v

8tilk 2 mile distant ~from {he burning sche

- but 'coming  ‘along - at’ terrific: speed, . Wer

motor ﬁre-engmes from’ Ba.mcom‘be Touwn! e

Thqir School. in Ruinrs! = ‘
THE gu'!s found out afterwards that the ﬁrst

thmg “Miss' Somerfield had  done - when - the .
dnight. alarm’ started: was to phonse for .

.Ml
tha brigade.’

-Now : the englﬁeé were On-‘thelt wky 4o the’ ﬁre, o ) oo
artful ‘way of ending all talk “about - the t}mlhng i

eaoh thobor- sendmghﬁub blast’ after ‘blast from its”
siren, ' to proclaim’ the fact-that: hi

.. It was the Fonrth ‘Form that

" escape;
to take time to dress

the narrowest..

¥
emselves; before hurrying

-, inperfect order down a staircase’ that was not
; mvolv_ad in- the - conflagration, d

So, naturally,”theso scholars ﬁsw rushed ‘to see
thé ‘motor-engines . turn: in’ at " the school gate:
and comie tearing up-the mdgﬁjmve And
{mllm,g sight it was] Al the
g
springing |
grr?ﬁr up; nd gettmg‘ 16 work wzthout an m&tant 3
elay. - z
Mea.nwl:uie stret&ied apon. t}ze grasa was poot'

"Paula, wham Madge and others were doing their | <~

best to- revive, w Betty: and Polly, none the

. worss for. thejr frightful ordeal, simpiy stood by,

pantmg for “breath.

“ That’s . hétter! - She’s pulling "round now,”

kS ' Yes, stand back—glve her lats of an‘ Pauls

- aristocrat - of th-e
, thoment her senses came swn-hng back‘

i And - you never will

w
T Don’ t tell her

was at handix’
Of the Othettﬁlﬂs' many- liad- been able -

smc»u}darmg ruins,
wart velun- . -
rnoomhe, in . their: gleaming brass - i
down as- soon 4s .the engmeﬂ"_ tll-md fact - that many ‘of theni were .ol
_cla
" mugterad, so tiwiieach mistrass might make’ sure-

't‘lmt all-he : g

‘ hcw th
" jozme ‘with & sudden sigh of relief from Madge. -:

Evsry Tuesday
J‘u.st ﬁle {;hm the have ex.pected
orm to

mi"ﬁ"?*

Polly suddenly" la.ughed
 You beauty!"” . e
“ Yes; wather!. Howe a.h .

4 Qhe thinks she’s st:ll m bedl”ll’olly chuckled e

She"’ ‘
,--o'beyed..‘Then she. blinked: around at’ the ﬁreiztr. :

“ Hi, wake up,
‘Paula téok- t‘hat as an order to ‘8t up

“erowd; and het.mouth . fell wide open.. F.
“ Giweat: .goodness'” she” gasped ab laa‘t “Ij‘

wemamberl -

.- “Do you really?’

said, in-the mood

mexnment

How s\mét of you 17 “Poll:
for “some . rather "hysteri

dressing.’’ 7 :
“ Bgg Jove-—yes, wather P” fa[tared Paula. “ Of -

__oourse, T weeollect ! 1 went back: to get divessed = -
B pvwoper y. I.wather fauclsd tﬁlere was time,: don ..
‘Those. steadymg the Iadder t its foot held on’ o " 2

you know, Howe g i
“Pauta,” bmke in ’I‘nxze grewely, i gou 6we'
your J—r? ;
4 Whoa 1”7 'éang ‘out. Pq!ly g None of blm.ﬁl"
Don’t tell hier.now,” anyhow, ~Tell- hier” what s

- ‘duffer she was to ,80 to. sleep. w}nlst everybody,;-

else was escaping.”

“ How fwivolous You: are, PoIly P sighed t{Ew::, ’
amiable -aristocrat of the Fourth Form, lef:tm
two or three- girls - help her. to her feet., :

-weally did not dwop off again, you e
- had pwactically. ﬁms-hed dwessing, bai- Jove; 'when
... 'the; door blew ' in, A fh ]

en—" Bai Jove,
don’t guite wecolleet: what .hdppened then ! ..

"said Betty, .regarding ‘the fatuous bat 'lowb!Q S
‘Paula with ‘an.-affectionate look. * The fact 15,,“, T a
- dedr, you stood back to iet ethers g0 before you,’ .- |
'and u ravher overdid it.”
' thén, what I ‘wish to know is; how ‘do - ¢
L[ come. ’%0 be: heah at all, bai-Jove?’ demanded . -.:

Pasla. Pwa.y tell me,. geais' Did T. lmve to be.f $

3§1=!)ered Pelly 1mp]ormpc[v
“1 wealise,” sazd‘

everybody laughed again, “I can  hardly have -

awwived dewn that La.dder of 1y own fwee ml!”’— N

“Ha, ha, hat’ ;
. “ Howevah—"1 - ~ : .
4T say, look- ab the fﬁre nowl ¥ vrag. Betty 8

restue m,whwh she and Polly had- ﬁgured Wh&t‘"'

‘a blase!
i Yes; wa.ther! Gwea.t goodness, has: the wooﬁ :
_gons, in?”
Tt wes rot as bad as_that, but the chums, hke
“all the rest of the bewildered onlookers, cerfainly - .
“had good cause for féaring that Morcove Schocl- . -

by  the ‘morning wculd be a mere heap- o-fl
They wece. not al]owed to si;wd ghout, ‘watch-
:hye never-to-be-forgotten -seetie. - Apartl f]r10 g
1€
there. was:need. to get ‘the whole sch
resent, - - .
epherded’. to - the

ér- girls were
“But - their . being =

rom
from keeping an eje on the fire and secing
e_valiant work: of ‘fighting it went on:. .
Several hoses vere already
was no shortage of water.  From -one

watér ﬂynng from sh]fu]ly handled ‘nozzl o3, :

; “ But some’ of  us ‘wish you hadi,—v'.‘
: wemem'bered to be 1a,ﬂher qumker about. your =

a good. job, toe,” "

Piula, so “comically 1 A5

reat - .
gymnasium—a fine building, complately, detfched} s
? the main block—did not: tEmven!a HBetty and ;-

‘&t work, and thers
pert of the " . -
ﬁrelat;ﬁgrounds and another the. acholara saW bhef‘— ‘




" sign that the ﬁra was bemg g0t urider.

.beautlful building ‘we - all loved’

" . schoolhouse. in her - nsual

Twojbmce
bat whether: dhe ﬁremen .were .really making- -any -

' ‘aheadway it was impossible-to tell. .
- Not unitil half an hour later was there & deﬁmte

T en
- however, a_chang, e- about, '
T Fhe gia.re of hght suddenl chetl dow'n, an& the
gu‘ls were_szble to 'believe that the ‘black: ¢louds
that still billowed from buint- out mndow& were

" mote steam than smoke. .

By that time the muster .had been held, and
| Miss Snmerﬁe]d had absolute proof that all ‘th
. intiates of the school -aqe safe nnd nmnjurecl

- Looking pale “and exhausted, -but full of joy ab
) .everybodys escape, ' she.” ood up . before the
- strange muster in the gym.

- ““Girls-of Morcovs,* she ‘eried, "yather. hoarsely
& school,: “although. the
may ‘Dot shelter
Jus_again for many a_day—I. thank. ;nm oné and -
21l for the commendable way in’which you have

—“for ‘we mre shil

‘behaved. . There has been one brave ‘deed done
to-night, which I shall have to° say’ a lot a;bout
en I get an. Pportumty.” -

. % Hear, - hear!”” chorused . & hundreﬂ voices, -
- whilst Paula Creel .was heard - do. . say
. ‘lé)mpha.tmally “Yes —wat.herl’ -—{or Paula. Emew

nOW.

y Y
L ‘\Jeamvhxle,” the’ Heaﬂmlsfta'ess went
‘quickly, T am sare you will alf make ‘the beet
of things heré in.the gym
am wanted elsewhere. But your Form-mistresses
“and some of the prefects will have Jou m cha.rge,
; and ‘will .belp ‘you to settle down.”
L “That i all right, -Miss. Somerfield I sang out..
© some. of f.ha gu-ls cheenly * Don't. worry aboub

. usP”

- Tt was oné of those little tolens of the schooI s
‘fine mpirit that always touched the. heart: of Miss:
" Bomerfield. . She was seen to come-'very near to
taars whilst she smiled out upon her scholars. -
% Vou-are so splendid!” she said, with a g:ﬂp
W, g:rls, I might add just ope thing before
I hurry a.wa.y The gymnasium. is- not -the only’
‘refuge, - f)eﬂlaps scme- of you will prefer’ to
shake down elsewhere for the rest of the night. T
- only ask that no girl goes .off_independently, but
that- you each look whoisver s your .Form
cd
goily Lmiﬁon pmmpi.ly swung rmmd
5 rrah.! ou hear that, -Betiy?.
%ﬂ 0. ﬁ}i? changmg room next door‘f” .
Polly.’
‘8 Yes wather!  Bai Jove,” I could ‘do mth a.
down -ab )i

i change | . said- Panla, looking
' .-raf-her glum]‘y. i Whak » Iwightful scareuwow I
am}’

Nor did it conmie her to -know--that all: her
chums were in the same pickle, :if not more so,:
: ithout doubt,” Paula- Creel hed s notiod - that
Rhe -ought to- have come :ont of ‘that bupning
bandboxy- state; wi
“her hau' * qmte all ewxght—qes, wather1”. .

en -can’t

- SOmn Mystory Here.

. what 'was _oalled the cha.ngmg—room It
- . 'wag' parb..efl the gymnasinm - buﬁdmg—a
great. room with boarded walls, ﬂhe Tatter. bearin, (5
" af least & hundred- coat-hooks. .- In -tha. centre

belongings.
In course of time a good many, garmente, fallen
- into- disisé, had accumulated in thm Tock:
" and how handy. they proved now!
o Hurrah ! Polly was anddeniy shoutmg. b I'va
got a. xports Ia,cket m

-I must not stay; I .

Brs,.—

THE SCHOOLGIRLQ‘ GWN

“Bau Jovelmiin '
‘Whose” tepniz shoes

bheuge, T wonder?”

- came~ Tess Trelawney's” glaefr.r} ‘rematk, . Better '

i tha.zz bedroom slzppers, anyhow.”

I,
iy don’t know  whose . cold’ borots these: a.re,

“ Qui, es!” responded T
still ﬂmd a fancy fo:’;* allege?igpﬁrenuh

behold;. T ‘have found g=—" i
"Geals, "I one - of  you. wxll o-bhge me’ mth ;
¢ Qh, I say™ This was Bluebell Courtuey_': i

“but-, ,

the fit 4"

os, wather! Howevah " "sal

abioal 1% & dlstracted maaner, “Fif af :
_-‘_geal.& oan. ob 1fle me with a—="  ~ e
in her bar-

"d emand, there: came an, m;betruphorb-me

_rosge,d. 1.ﬁq:mrb&; 3ackat Pr

Look at”’ Polly

lige me w;t.h

Jo%‘

“ How's. that?” -yelled: Somieona glse,. ‘abo -

general d,m, _after gattmg into . Some’ bormwed :

gurngent Do I.look: all vight?™ - .: ?
1 “bai Jove' Howevah -EC

nt'; ncfom anyhody, could: suj_')pl

gi lxt&la relis ed e ;S
All at once & were aware oj a ce in samor
‘g:rl gtanding in t e doorway. " Most of fhe seniors -

at Morcove were popular with.the ]"sumu;I ot
“-this particular girl-was not.  Myrs: Marshall w :
her name, . nafae that had besn more thar ¢ onca .

‘me‘ntmned during’ whispers abouk -bullying, -

ere, less moise, some of youl! she eried

-',sullen Y, thus’ puttarng 4’ sudden - damper on -the

i whole gleef ul” sc&ma

on Beti:y' P
- w1th sofiie of the seniors!™

‘i;bwuéh bai Jove!” -

"6 more talk! . T was asked by Ethel Courtway,. . -

] _,“ hl" wias the glum cmam:;t.

whﬂst it made’

iE You: ou-ght. fo be gethmg"

p again, you kids!”
ieep—-:t’s 2 kely thing t Pt Beh;y ]aughe&.
dom‘t 508 ms' oef ug - get.tmg mueh “amore s!ee-p.-"
bo-m ti]f” e .
€

you "o goh Jeep. qmet anyhow

_Myra wmgd them. “I'm here fo -seer that you '

do s :

g pre et

Yes,. ‘and so no_che :snapped -t
5 Wi thme aaynu‘ean_-,:-,

You can’t do as yoi-

¢ are quite aware you -are not the. -spcﬁrt'

th-at ofhers are! P sanced PoIly £ Funcy exptm;--r_: it
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us to seftle down at once—— 5
‘ When the-fire xsnt finished. yat!” chuned 'n. B

“.Aml I'm- stﬂl Wmtmg for that comb

mg
Tess

ﬂias remark - set . the g.u'la Iauglung agam
yra sCOWl..

“Look “here”” the would bé tyrant. exclanhed,',' 5

- t6, come &nd see after you, and I've got to-

[

; AILY Beiiy: “Barton led her Form ro:md to  ig—"

“the scens- but Ethel Courtway-herself;
i make!:

" the room were lockers; meant, .tb take. bhe ‘scholary’ e

a.nswer for your behaviour.

*COan't Wwe have a ldok-to see huw the ﬁm .

ik

“ No, 'you car’t e
And . then, Who should- suddenly appeurdupcﬁ: S

wha. ‘g di

do?" she. as:ed, ln her
“They as good” a8, sa the

ol Whala toat the. girle wart 1
waiit o
a.}fublz way, - .

--and go to sleep,”’ “ But 1 tel] »
" them ‘they have olf well got tol" :
Ethel. pursed ips ‘for the moment, -

head ™ gx_r of the adio

- she was noi .sohgﬂesa;

_hz g

So just be careful?’ - - l

won’t gebtle down-"» :



/g\_j/

0I.B Acqumumm's'z Nona, of the-

saw the secret giance taat the tall, handsoma

. womai, gdve
leemad to make Myra very agrtatad.

a8 to want to rebuke another piefect in front

of the ]umors. At the same fime—

- YT must say,” she said at last good-humoredly,
“‘one can -hardly. expect them o get . to sleep
ix@vthg'a.m, as if nothing had h-appened W:th only
e Roor to sleep on, too?” :
“ Yes, wather
7 W'h.y

glrls—

w;th a” gentle ‘shake of

you told me -to make .the'

, Myra, -What I smd was 'would you mmd_' -

seemg it there was anything - you could.do for
tﬁhen' comfort, It is a 1)1t rongﬂ{ on all the girls,

“Oh; in. that case, I don’t seem to be wanted
© at allt® Myra shrugged sulkily, ** I'm sorry, but
i} (iz]elitamly did, nof understand you to mean that
the i
PolIy vraved her hand to the depa.;tmg gxrl
a.nd murmured :_‘* Good-bye-ee !”
“ Now, Polly " said Ethel,
to keep ~ herself from laughing.
Betty? ' Oh,” Bettyl”"—as the
. promptly . stood forward
misunderstanding—my

e Where is

Form captain

the morning?

“Why, of course [ declared Betty. ' It's
topping 1 .
© “Yas, wather! - Huwevah if ' I might wun

. acwoss for. my bwush and, nom’b——— Oh, bai Jove,
I forgor,, though!” -
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whole ’émwd of girls gave ear to keenly.

; axmtemenii. :

Gmndways who . never mvanted to b

to’ Myra Marshall—a glance that .
guls being quartered out?” Myra a.sked

A twifle hard, too, pwobably o
Myra i)urst. ouf. ‘but Ethel checked her 1

‘of the large ma:}smns standing ‘empty; they

She hed to frown . 4
~ she suddenly:turned-away in a manner. that would

“There really wes a -
fault; mno .doubt. = The.

simple guestion 8, can you all manage: kere until -

“more than once,

: Every Tuesday

“Hﬂ. ha ."

- 4 The achool is_pwobably
time,” Pauld finished, amidst the. othere’. merri-
ment, "Howevah I’ll get my ha.lr o w1ghta
somehow.”

Ethel turned away to the door Ia.uf‘hmg like
the rest at the aristocrat’s fatuous exc amations.
She 'had called .a cheery: “ Well,” gaod-night,
girls 1" when Betty ran. after her to put. an. eager
question.

in wuins. by ‘this-

“Tthel, can you tell us? We are‘all wondering -

whatever we are going to do now the school is
burnt out. Shall we havé to go home to-morrew?”

nol” was the airy answer which ‘the
l‘ Mm
Somerfield has a plan; you'll hear about it in the
mornmg You are alI to be quari;eled out.”

“ Bal Jove ! - ) w

“ What I'"* ' :

« Split up mto d;ﬂ:'erent sections and q_uartered
in ‘unoccupied houses round ehout Morcove,” the -
head girl explainéd, enjoying the g!x!s’ looks of

* Rat er ilm——eh?
C4 Fun 1 : . .
—_“ Bai Jove | S ‘

“ Harrah 1" Polly, for' one, was domg a !tep-
dance. ~ “* What a lark?”

" Well,.be up with the Iark in -the mommg P
smiled Ethel, * and then you'll hear a.Il abouf: it
ng} t-night 1’

e was real] ' off this time, the. ste st:]l p]a.y-
ing about her lips as she tock away with her ‘a
mental picture of Betty and the rest‘of the Fourth

logking such queer giys in thelr ma.keahxft
toilettes. .-
Except for one or two girls sueh as Gom

liked, ghe
foved them all—this enial, ’big-hearted senior;
gho go well deserved the proud puslbmn that was
618,
Qutside the bmldmg she found’ Myra. loxi.ermg ]
a.bouf. ‘obviously. waiting for her.
“ What .was that you were saying ‘about tbe

“"What
an lde -—@@urd
I'm not so sure' Mtss Somerfield ma.de 5
t a. remark er two about it to a few.of us’
bthel answered, *“In the morning T quite ex ach
that all arrangements will soon be ﬁxed up. ss'
Somerfield has" a: way, you know.”

“ But—" exclaimed Myra;. she was qmta

agitated. “ Do you mean to aay. that the .gu-ls
will be. going to—to—m" .

s’ ’I‘o different houses in the nezghbourhood-—-'
yes,” modded Ethel. “ We know there are w{leml

a.ws

félt the ' slump. y own opinion. is that M
Somerfield will soon arange with the estate agentl
for the. girls to be accommedated.”

“ At houses- like—like the Old Priory?” Myra = .

{altered, naming one of the most ancient houses
in the district,
“Why not?" returned Ethel blandly, = ““ 1t is
let, pa.rtly furmnhed s0 it seems just the plac
Myra had no answer to make to this Instead?™

havé seemaed markedly rude to-Ethel, oniﬁ Myra. -
was not a well mannered glri even.at il
of. times. |

Left alone in ﬂle deep darkness—-for the sg:}mol-

house flames had been quite extinguished by this '

time, although the firemen. were still busy—she.
stood’ very still, as if stricken with dismay. -

“The Old Priory?” she said, below her breatb
then with Jncreasmg

“ Not at the Old Priory, sure]y P




Twopence:

agitation, came this harsh ovhisper: “If any of
the girls go there, it may ruin the whole
business "

’ Myra Marshall’s Cunning.
THEL COURTWAY had been rii&lxt. .
E By the following midday the Headmistress
had made all arrangements as to the disposal
of the scholars. .

Interviews with various estate-agents in Barn-
combe resulted in her renting several .of the good-
clas mansions which were to be let or sold.

The Bixth Form were to take over a small
Georgian house about a mila from the burnt-ous
schopl. The Third and Lower Third Forms were

to be installed in a roomy rectory that had been

-erying out for a tenant for some years, The
‘ go_urth and Fifth Forms were to go to—the Old
‘Priory! e

When Beity and Co. heard this news, they weve

overjoyed.

hey all knew the Old Priory. As a conirast
from Moreove School, nothing could have been
Breater. . . -

Morcove—to-day looking like a mere shell of
brick and mortar, with fremen still on duty at all
points of ingress—had been a fine building, stand-
ing four synare to all the winds of heaven, on a
great headland.

The Old Priory, by contrast, was a low-pitched
ﬁy}cient house, lying in a hollow amongst woode

1118,

“ We will bave a time " chuckied Poliy, taking
part in the excited debate, * That lovely old
place, all dark and creepy—so dark, that Paula
will never be able to see to do her hair!
Serumpiious I ‘

“Xow {wivolous you are,” sighed Paula.
“ Howevah, I wather gather that our school in
the woods will be a welweshing novelty. Bai
~Jove, what wipping studies we may come in for!”

“ I remembeér going over the place once,” said
Madge. “ There is some wonderful panelling,
and thoere's a carved mantelpiece by Grinling
Gibbons," ‘

“ Any secret passages?’ asked Tess.

“ That's a secret,”” grinned Betty, .

At this point the Form captain felt a quiet
nudge from Polly. It was to draw Beity’s atten-

tion to the fact that Myra Marshall was going by,

looking very sulky. . )

“ 8he doesn't appear to have got -over- last
night,” muwrmured Trixie. ““I say, I hope we
don’t get Myra for a prefect.” -

! Bai Jove!”

“Just what T was thinking I’ exclaimed Betty,
. now that the girl in question was out of earshot.

. “The arrangement is, as you know, that' Miss
Massingkam and Miss Redgrave are fo have the
assistance of .a prefect, because it is cxpected we
‘shall want more looking after at the Priory.

= U._ﬁ—.e-—'
Ifa 'tlwiish we could have Iithel Courtway,’” said
ell, v g
* Yes,' wather! Geals, I have a downwight

-wespeet for Ethel, bai Jove! Without wishing to
use a stwong expwession, Ethel is a avipper!”

“ Hear, hear!" agrced Madge and several
others, i

-““ Then suppose,” cried Polly hrilliantly— sup-
pose wo go to Miss Somerfield and ask if we can

ave Ethel? Let's!” R ; 5 .

Dut as soon as DBetty demurred to this sug-
gestion, the impulsive Paliy saw what good reason
there was for abandoning the idea. ;
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smoke-blackened fagude,
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Miss Somerfield had-enough to do at present,
without being bothered with requests &or_speczai
favours, - "At Betty’s suggestion,, and with the
hearty approval of all the girls, it was resolved
to “ take what comes.”
the undamaged gym., where they were being
housed and fed for the present. As they now -
dispersed, Betly and a few others stuntered
across the field to have jet another rather sad
lock at their dear old schoolhouse. '
Although the fire had not raged throughout the
building, “water from the hydrants had done

"unavaidsble damage, rendering the unburnt parts

of the house quite uninhabitable. - Gazing st the
with all its charred
window-frames, ‘the chums could hardly believe
that the building would ever be restored. . It
looked like having to be pulled down, and then
re-built, . ’ g ’

Bot, to their great joy, they had been assured
that an army of builders would soon be at work;
and that it was quite possible the old schoolhouse
would be re-opened after the Christmas holidays,
Night shifts were to be worked, if necessaly, to
achibve this end. : . -

For the present, however, the damaged building
was strictly out of bounds to the scholats, Fire-
men and 2 few men accustomed to salvage work
were going in and out, getting away school furni:
ture that had escaped scrious damage, and the
lawns were eovered with stuff thus. retrieved.
As for any of the other scholars hopitiy to get.a

i lq '
iy &

A BULLYING PREFECT (ttow dare

this part .of the house!” Myra Marshall do-
mapded. * The west wing is out of boands.
dJust keep to your own quarters.” .

The girls had been holding this talk just outside -




N sonclars.

: &hout, ‘and. whilst: his back-w4s turned
- -had taken & fow: quu;k stealthy stndes to. enter-
* the house .
"Bhe ‘was almosl; a.t the., porch when the man .

. 'wera, qu:te :openly "watching . her..
' passed, but it was clear- that, she- wonlf_l havg h.ked -
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" peep ab ﬁheu- cld si;nd:es ;t wa.s a.hsolutely oub of
the question. - _—
"What -wis. their surprise, then, whan ﬂley now
saw Myra Marshall prowling closer and closer
to the tuined "house, as if she longed to sli
unnoticed by - the ﬁremen who were
sentry-go. .

The order'placmg ‘the schoolhouse oul; of 'bounds‘.-
other :

lied “just as much to prefects as

“ She only - wants to. show off; » su gested TQSS, "
as _they watched her. *Trying go somaeth :ng‘

that will impress us with her power to" go-above
the law.” - ¢
© “T am not so sure"’ muttered Betty

S oa little ‘way to vary

' turned round a.nd saw her.
COYHREP

'He ca,me runmng back in & great state Otf

-.'kno

mdi ation. - . : :
L. M Btand away, pleasel” he cned to the glrl .
with 8 wa.veai “No gomg m there, you a5
e But Tana efect»i" “ L T
. “Can’t help . that, miss, My orders are,‘tha,t‘ it
no-bedy ahaélnenwr e bujldmg : :
still—* .
T ean’t - allow you, mlss, said - the ﬁzeman
inflexibly. g

Then Betfy and Go saw. Myra look mere

- than- huiniliated. - She shamiled a foot]. as if mad- .

- dened by ‘the. man’s’ refusal. to-let. her, enter:

. DI'm ure you can just leb'me go i for a. e ..

'-mmu‘tesr I~ waht. to, i‘ar a—a’ partacula.r

© . “Borry, miss—no P C

g It Was’ no use arguing with the man, He was
obdurate, Myra turned away, not merely’ funous

- -over the rebulf, bui logking ver uneasy. .
., and how they-

Bhé now noticed Betty. and
Not "2 word

to vent, ‘her anger upenthe girls.

‘ What ‘can
"-is so anxious to get hold. of
- Jost in-the fire 7" mused Tess.

- Can’t imagine!” :'said . Polly.’

it has not~ been

she doesnt w&nt them to- find,

- Nor was Batty far: out in her reckOnmg, as she

and her chums -would have ‘soon’ realised conld -
have known ‘the thoui ts that were paasmg‘

the
yra's mind as she wal ed away.
Sho -was.. in - such
‘ a.nx:ety. &b last’ she fell to muttering,

© i they cotig upon it she whispered to her-
reat agitation. ' Oh, whatever shall I do
then? How account for bemg in pDSSeSSlOIl of it!
And with- those girls going to the Old Priory—
ﬁndm out . everything, perhaps—I shall be con-

B(f WIth the whole. business straight away!”

- self, in

' -paused;. heaving . a  desperate sigh, and
'Iooked ack at. the. “Burnt. building. -
* Perhaps I “can shp ‘in t‘.he.re one mght,” s'he

V'JfWaa thinkmg’ TOW. I dont know'-xt méy ‘be
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omg* _jeopardised by a number

.. schaol house:
.7 in the" fact that Myra Marchall,
o “ She as

_'.Fomg 4 very slinking way about, it, anyhfowl Just :

Bure enough Myra had seized her chanca! ' The
ﬁreman on dufy ‘at thefront porch had -walked:
the' monotony of standing- .
ed the prefect -

'goto_

.post

'th
T hope not a sa:d the Headmmtressa

- ﬂ‘eﬂkhed to herse}f

aflbe. belcmglﬁg 1o her. tImd: she ‘the Priory, and eo T can keep my eye on them—

5 B - ¥ Burely she

: -can trust the sa}vagers as ‘we have ‘all got to do.”
. *Ii:rather Jooks aa if she is afraid they will ﬁnd -
.- something: -

A®

-downhil] - tewa;nds t.h@ eiatrance g‘ates :
‘ the R Prlori ;
. Morcove Se ool Was @ movmg
: first. char-a-banic  were Gl'ace GarﬁeT X

an overwrought s;t.ai;e‘e af-
: a.nd alI &r companions of the Fifth Form.  Tw the =

;¢ f%}éfy"Tuesdczy- e

osmble 1 musf & g anyhow Oh I lnustn’t :

t the hox he found I’ | e

Strange talk for a préfe(?t o Mofcové Sohuol  l
to be uttering!

‘What was the * business m‘h.\ch ss to. be 0. i
of the .scholars “heing: -
quertered at the Old Priory? What was ‘the box
that she was in dread of.the salvagers finding? .

‘There was a: deep mystery here-——yes, mdaed |- S

‘only Betty and Co.. had known! .

As it was, the chums hardly. gav-e n.noiher'

-thought to 1%31‘3,5 baffied attempt to. e.ntar the

or did they see anything suspicious™ - -
‘at her own  :-
request, was appointed to bie. their prefect at-the S

Priory. They sxmply Iooked ‘upon_ it as: & bit of
-sheer ‘hard luck?l .

How Myra camé to be nommated for t.he glost‘-' o
was zoon known -to all the scholars, = ;

"goné - direct . to-Miss - Somerfield; and- had asked-

1o be appointed; pleading: that she was most. likely =~

~going in for. %he scholastic: profession, and so she e

wanted to gain all’ the expenence she could,- L
“Well, you will get experierice enough if you. -
I:Le Priory wrth tlge ‘Fourth ' ‘and : F:?fth‘
. Bomerfield’s 5

Forms,”” was

t;arf:uhngJ 'a:emark s
-~ when the request Wa.s made to her aturally; * .
-conditions ‘are going to be very different from® ;'

ordinary school lifs, I will appoint you to the
M%m, but try. to 'be s, tnctgy and rea.sc-nable
“Oh yes‘ The glrls .wonf. ﬁnd me hu'd on‘
“ gme
bound 4o sdy, howevgr, I have sometimes notiogd
that. you 'd:on.t go. the best, wuy a.bout hand!ms"
et.her irls.” .

“I--I -have wmtad more: mthonty—— poE L w A
And' 5 4

“ Oh ino ! Bay move’ ex]ﬁ crience; Myral -
expanance is what you"w get, as I temarked '
just: now. i

‘A genisl .nod from the Headmistress. eoncluded :

. the interview, for Miss Somerfield had no time

waste to-day. And Myra Marshall went away, in.::‘-' N

more pleased at havmg got tke posi; than she‘:- )

dared to show. - R
Only when she .was quite alone’ dld she’ ailow e

her hard eyes to ghtter w1th the exultation that. -

n. her . :
at's goad i.hmg anywayl” sha :
“ I'm going with the girls to™-

was

keep them from finding out too much, :.If ever;
that business should “come- to hght wha.t &
frightful thing uor me !’ i
e ‘“business ” again!
T}m Myra- was & mystery, 1ndee.c‘.'

W Sunh a Niea Pa!r. T

aundciwn that . évening two char- a-ba.n
full 'of high-spirited scholxs came .piirrin

second .were. Betty and Co., and ‘it is quite. nee;
less to say that the second veh:cle was’ the nom

of the twol =

That downhill road to tha hollow where the_ )
Qld Priory had mu%led for cénturies' on: end was .. -
shut in on either side by the great woads. | This . .
was 2 _remoté spot, made up. of ‘wooded slog E
well off the beaten track, and never perhaps

] the ?:roodmg saienoe oi the placa been 50 v1olent1y :



- with a
full of eagerness to reach their new &hd remant:c;

*'- morning.

Twopeme S

' 'iaitm’bed ag 1t w&u by the appeamnco of the -

D Hhp,
:had taken care to “hag”
. wWe are againll.
) é“Ye& watherli’ -

j:'ocke;d violently upon the seldom-used roadway.
“Hold tight!” -
C - Bai Jove!” said Paula, w:t.h what little

. Heah, geals—-
N "Theres the

house !” sang - oub Bet’ay,
_plhlant as any. :

““Oh, v\hat a—’

7 ,qulet laugh

They had obrtamed t’helr first’ mghﬁ of the wood

embowered Priory. as the motors: got. to. thé
bottem of - the slope .and ran out upon a level
stretch of road, on to which the entrance gates
- opened.

’ ﬁna.lly pull up, just
at & standstill,
rmaoed Tess.

ai Jove, how: (hstwesmng! Howavah—
cams. the

way‘?”
T 0h,
.. “(iracious, are you -all too lazy?

ridden with the gxrls % You are a fing lot to talk
about . roughing ii. for the rest..of the f;erm,l

Hurry up; tumble out!”
No.one toqk an
It the Ifwls ‘bund ed down on-to the lonely road
speed, that was only because they were

. qua.zters, W
.char&-h‘a.nc temarked to -Betty, -as he lit a
cigarette,

state, they

g’

on edrth are’ you doing?’
", Paula, having taken ofi her hat, was runmng a
; poaket comb through her hair. - )
y S Qmize all’ wi ht Mywa."
- %0 s te - ,wrom;"

a.ula looked at the bundle and sighed.
“ Howevah,” she rallied -herself,
‘Tust! Geals which .is pwemsely the best way
to gwapple with this bundle?
“On ‘your' shoulder, duffer!” chuckled Polly
3 W1f;h ) hea.ve—-— _

Paula. ah.ggare&, . with-her. hat-bashed over heér

- eyes, NOw

ghoulder &
“Got 1t?" gmmed ’Polly i o That's nght‘"

©_“Bai Jove! The Bundle’s wight, bup my | hat’

. all. -wong! eah, . geals—nmy “gwacious I’

* Paula’ panted, turm!ﬁ' ‘ahout.in_ s hel m way.

- #Took out, or I shall dwopr the .-

_I:O-DO-ODk out, I say
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‘hip!” Pol‘y !ed the dheenng aga.m Bhe . .
& front seat, and was _
.Wwaving a ﬂag * Here %% ara, here wa are, here'

1 yelped the madcap, as the motor : 'apologles » said_the ;pohta arm‘r.opra;

.Weahse

breath wag left fo her. “Is my hat on- stwaight?
*'We are in for a ‘nice time at Myra’s

The first vehicle was now seen to slow down ‘and -
‘ short. of the gateway, and :
" in a few seconds the Fourth Form motgr was also

boom !

“ 'What, have we go!: ta walk the rest “of the
.~ here to film us!”

‘- would pwefer to look more pwesentable.
* . goornful remark .from Myra Marshall, who had.

notice of these snappmh Words._'

-ghock to discover that it ras: tenante
“You see, miss,”’ the. drwer of - the second?

“we couldn’t take big cars like these -
up to.the 'house The carriage-drive -is m a-shock: .

in
- F”;[‘hm‘."s all nght i’ Be['.ty a.samed him hn'htly_‘
L.+ % We don’t mind Waikag

© . I%"Now, Betty,’”’ ecall Mﬁ'u. sha.rply,. “don't > «
stand ta ting ! @Iurry up, all of you! Paula, what. -

-arrivals

‘_years came into the o

Pui; your hat cm and v,

' eimé from her, | however, whwh one’ of the:

necessaries. for the- mght.] ‘jupiots nioticed, . -

. would .be along "in: the:. -
“T suppose- I -

i a'hnelted ﬁhe marthful gzrls, a,s'
'ﬂis &bundla was . on her- r1ght_

ey mehxle what do you*
" clasgroom,” P

thmg., _magke. 2

33
“The bundle -slipped behmd “her, - struck the
ground, -and. bounded & kﬂ;zmnsb yra.. -

“[Ha, ha, ha!” exploded Polly and.ofherss. then - 4
they locked very,- very. solemn, ben&ma Myras

-dignity seemed to be hurt.

** You ‘clumsy 1chotf” Mﬁa snaj ped at Paula. -
P

“ Yes,. ‘wather! mea.n—-prwg “Y

on w1

ilOWeV&B—

l"

¢ Under the d1stwesmng cucumstances, Mywa, 7 .

it was extwameiy twying for me to——"'
“That will do! Hold your. tongue, Pa'ula B
Polly said in a loud murmut: T
“ How sweet some people arel Whal. mwst the

" ‘driver think!”
© " Relie? struck in Madge Mmden, w1th her'

“T know what I think,* said Tess, gnma.cmg. __‘l
Hard luck; our getting hewfor a prefect!” - -

-... The unpopular senior now mustered-the girls i ml' '
~fair ‘order. on.-the road, with, their bundles, much .

like- a -of soldiers with their “kits.)’ Theny

" finding that the Fifth Form had a]ready mwrched

the- signal. to advance: -
irgépressible, .. stmck up e

“B buom,‘
What a pity the cinema - operater 1sn’t'

2 Howeva.h, 1

on, she gave
Polly,  the
imitation band.
“Ta-ra, ta-ra !’ she hummed.

“ Yes, wather!’ said Paula.
deah, is-my hat quite stwaight now?” o
_And. do; still in. great good spirits,® ,deapite the -~
résence of their overbearing. senior,
long to the- still st.ateiy entranca gates

- sncient house.

Just inside the- long—negﬁected gmunds there was‘ o
a: handsome lodge, and. it ‘gave the dgu‘ls qiite '3~ -

The Priory itself being unoceupied, they had

. quite imagined that the lodge ‘would also be' .

standing empty. Buj there were' clean. curtains af

-the "windows, a.nd smoke was eoﬂmg from a. t&ll-..

chimney,. .
Sudden odv’ mdeed oné of the tenants' of.
5}‘:ug afb

A very txﬂ, beantrfﬂl woman - of. a.bout forty' -

operi o watch the- girls pass .
in. BShe .could- be no- paid caretaker, for her. -

stylish dress was such as to make. girls: like '

Paula: Creel and Andrey Blain gaze in a miration,. -
The fascinating lady %ave ‘all the . schclars.

mosz‘? sweet smile, an

g Good—evemng P There was one look, that -

‘Not oné of them saw the” secret glamce whieh‘

thée-womaii. gave to Myra Marshall—a glance which -

1eft tha.t arl very. agltated as -she wa.lked m,
a v&me of Betty ‘and. Co.

one bf the dim.- old roomis of the great mansion

. ‘whez-e most- of “the Fourth. Form had oongrsgﬂ.tad T

“T'vo found ott . who the -lady 'is,”” Madge

]

in.Rer quiet. way:
Michael' . Carnay, . are : rentmg that.

-"lodge, lim'mshed. I met them -both,” ;trol g near - - S
. f&m house, and th - seony to want ho be 4

endly.”
- Was I-‘allys %mexy ' gomment;:
our new

e aaBeY ks hat 1 sto Ghoy have
brought along- already,” said Madgo, £ xt “waould
fine music-room.

ood: eggt’

know.”

acaeptm',-'

hands! ;

-Polly AL

the nwzmg e
-4 ﬂl&‘;

o - actua.]ly ai;ood revealed 4o the nm?v:- 7

sy ‘muttiured - rather - =

an’ hour  later Madge Mmden came mto :

*She and her bus-

P&nelied w&ds, you, B



" © . Madge: deah.””

other girls, they -were-all: going offiin
i la.ughter again-when in: yhu-led Betty.

‘ L _aﬂ;en !{hlmesaed.l

3f3

o Yes, ewather “gealst. And bai Jove " cblmmi
in Pw]a* ﬁoa.tmg Jinte the- mom ab this momem
T+ PYye‘just fixed on the vewy woom, upstairs “that's
to be m study. A weal - w:pper LCQme ‘and

" “Hali "a sec 52’ : cned ‘the exuberant. Pally.

"% Vote we: get some’ of these desks mto place,

* -:thensée how ,we look.
- ““Bai Jovel? -

.. “Mind out of the way, Pa,ula P was tha mad

~ cap's shout, -as - she ' playfully gave: one, deak a4~
~1nighty - push :

“ O, ‘look out !’
Y Vow ! yelled ‘Pauls, as she very nearI gqt, ;
ca. ht bei:ween the ‘desk and the wall, .“ _weat

ness.’ . Pol iy; ‘how fwnolous you: ‘arel”
“ “Ha, }Ja ha

o8 T was In gweat pewil of being . Weducad to a

.--sa.ndavmh -1 hope you wealise,” Paula. complanned

x et Howevah, quite wight of you 'to. want
- '-‘:i.o et to wights," bai Jove! PP s 2

J %1 ere. was something -in. this. 50. tmklmg t;)l the~

"] say,” panted-the captain of: the Form,

' in; some of you, for the official apening 1!
L What?? cried Poll% “ Where?” ' .

For answer, Betty ‘led ‘them all to.a- eertam

fall

':_ empty . foom,. .twhere sbe ‘had a surpuse Eot her

chums;
On a Ia.rge_ sﬁuare of bls.ek boa.rdmg she harselE
inted i letters C

ﬂ'“-'-M'dm GHOOL, | FOURTH Eo‘n,m;x
: TEMPORARY.- QUARTDRS ”_ e

) w Hurmh' [Hlp pip—~— burﬁt out Polly
© “ Where do we stx’ck it up? - Only say, '.Betfy_""‘

~.% The "gates I” suggestt-d half the guls
3'leeful chorus, ™. -

SUCR. N erl"' i -
+-Add 80, Hefore five mmnl‘.ea haci shpped L

.+ aitive youngsters were.down by:tlie maii entrance’ -

“to .the  ground,. and" Betty.aud Polly were® soon’

B ma.kmg ‘the board fast to a blg free, plain for’all

to s
= Threg chaers fnr the school in the woods!”
'_ca.ﬂed Betty fac).ng round _dpon the arow,d Erom

i er laﬁy tlor_l. 1p,‘p:p, plp-—

. 'p PiE
' “Oh, cheekl’ cried
: iwords on the - boa,rd

- Form temporary c;uartei‘s! How a.bdﬁb the Fifth

Form? . Betty-

" “Take it. ‘down l”r clamoured the Flfth Form

o 'glrls mdlgna,nﬁy

ou- ea: ha,ve yom’ own board if you hke
y t's our own pnvate one—""

li? ‘Etay,ﬂ g% declu;red Polly, takmg
the’ worda cmt of -Befty's- mouth., e
. Y Aré'we going to"let the Fou
in the background? eried the FifbhrForm
. “No-g-0:0 " whas -the shout. =~ .
. Then,” conte onl’’ .
“And, fext. moment’ there wou.ld have -keen” yeb' -
another -of thoss - desperate scrimmages, - Fourth

'.Form versus. ‘Fifth, that Morcove School had o
16 two Forms: seemed to kave
k. of- up= tmg each other over litle ,

| 1 Tlied . mun& Betty b the
Flfth 'were ready t.{) begm
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- grave. nhghtmg from her machine ab thi
." 4 Miss - Redgmve"’ '_geliecl the - Fifth,

- That- ycmng !ady looked at. the boa.rd

“our board !
It was perfectly ev;d‘ent that the. qxxartenng of
. the two_Kormis at' the Priory was going to.be the-
~cause-of miore rivalries' than -ever, and’ parhaps

‘-ea.si',mg a glance &round #T

" turned: up.
“good deal- older than she.
~tweed cap, that went; so well with ‘his. fice tweed ,
o the 11:13 AW, tha.t ‘hig hmr Yras: quil G

"-.,‘laidlea 1 he :grested ‘the:youthful mistre:

- wifesand T only rent.this.
y But once: o’ t.'mee we ‘have. ]

‘thought-the_ west: wmg extlemely gluomy Da,mp

'oourt‘i' bow and the smile that, he
- . turne
p}xt us -

" very decepiive, especially: when: they are bamg ps.lt

. M}chaél Ca.rnay aﬂd hss faacmatmg Wﬁel

Evefy Tmsday

the omlaught ‘but now three aounded t.he ror-iin,
of -a cyclwbeil and the girls ‘all aw. Miss- Red-

orused ‘the Fourih

¥ Miss” Redgrave !

she laughed. .

O Ien't it cheek?” 'protested ihe Flfth
ids—— . O
T Kids I shnHed Po]]y Ceghp : -
“ A rather pmctmal notion, I think,” smiled -

Miss Redgraveil loyal-as_ever. fo: her Form--

‘““Well done, the Fourth!¥
“ Oh, all right!” was all the. Flfth cqu]d reply
to this. .And they - added L Waﬂs till - you ﬁee

that: was wh;
great: gIae. .
wa,a Polly1-
: ow “quickd
i thls wooded

Polly Linton suddenly laughed writh, =~ **
hithe Fifth, | |

‘the - da.rkness -falls dmvn het’e;‘ Tk

ollow,” rémarked” Miss Redgrave,

I think you had: better. -

come in, girls. There must ba ‘heaps to do’ bafore ‘

you get settled for the might.” . 3 e,
Eagerly ~enough’ the girls. turned. hack ; tﬁ

‘Targ tme fm‘ a seﬁ 40

. their -popular -assistant-mistress, for they wmete’. .
.‘\yea{mpg ‘to improve.their knowledge of the great. =~ -
“old h onge;
- Jrive in 8 light-
3 ;-fdeniy came forth from ghe bld lodge.. - -

the. broa

were moving on. up z
earted ‘way when someone sud i

T.hez

Jt was' the husband .of the stnkgl‘ngly beautlfal -
lady ;whom the girls had seen -whei they “firgh - - .
He, too, was tall and Handsome, But's. - -
As he doffed the. grey.:

od‘evening, . .miss; gopd-evemi g, y
.:scholats, * “ So the solitude-niy wife “arid lI ‘haye
‘experienced - hiére is. to - be ‘broken for & timef - &
Well, we . hoj ge you will -be. eom.iortable And ¢
what gsar[-. 0 the house have ‘you decided . o
odeup;

@

ast, wmg,

:Miss Redgra.ve mict'med hlm. Za
- Ah, exoellent' %

-he.approved. “Of course; my - -
llbox of ‘a’ lodg
een over the- housé:
The . 1;,:15& ‘wing -i§ dec;de?ify the” hest: part.. - We.

et m"" sa.ld Mrss Re&grave :
- -The elde:ly gentleman’ made. a. pass m the. af
most gracefully. -

“The - trees, you know—very da.mp' Bt i
you keep 'strictly to the east wing—so much more’

_open on -that _side —then you will- be a.ll nght ncv :

doubt Good-evening "~
‘And. nothing could have- been mcer than the

ba,ck tb e lodge, . :
‘of himyi” cominente& olly.: .
b Yes, Wather' A weal wipper—what 7 chrme
Pauls, and- most of the‘guis mu ed to the . .
same effect, = - -
It wis’ not: surpnsmg

Appeamnces can be.

on by people skilled in duphmy, - : .
The time had yet o come :when !,t Ba,ﬂon
" and all othelxjmembera of the-school in the woods |

yoth, - fnend‘ly bearing of -Mr,




Twé;ﬁencg

P e i Ordered Back. )
£ ELL,” said Polly Linton, about ten o’clock -
- that night, “ I think these Fourth Form
. bedrooms are -a great deal.beiter than
the Fifth’s ! - - - ‘ o BB o ah
‘“ Yes, wather!” agreed Paula beartily. ‘Al
" the.wooms are a twifle depwessing, pewhaps, How-
evzh, it's a tweat to be bwoken up intd separate
wooms, . bai Jove, ' instead . of having 'a single
- dowmitowy!” . e ER
- #Ti's a change, anyhow,” said Betty, glaneing
réund this old guest-chamber, which was one. of
_half a dozen that the Fourth Form- had -taken

.. over.

" The girls were going to sleep four or five in a

. room. Along with Betty, in this particular room, ..
~ were Polly, Paula, Madge, and :

Tess, -

“The dwawback of a -dowmitowy,” pursued.
Paula pensively, “is that geals are inclined .to.
wag about ! ’ :

€ There will be some ragging here, I know,”
“The Fifth. mean to make life
a8

-grinned Polly. c
". ‘ot for us, I fancy. And we shall givée them
' good as we get—eh, Betty !’ :
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. Well, ther: go down three steps,. and up & cork:

screw staircase,” . S g
“ A—a corksewew staircase! Heah, bai Jove!”

“ You'll find your bundle,” finished Polly, ** And

let us know if you see any ghosts. Ha. hia, ba!”
" ‘Paula sat down sadly on one of thé heds.

Y How fwivolons you. are,-Polly!- You' jrealise
quite weal that I stwongly weasent having . to.
gwope about in a stwange old houte, How-:
evah—-"" : . : -

* The. sooner frou get used to the Priory, the
bftter,” said Polly; * That's-the idea! 8o trot
along !’ :

Instead of trotting, Pauls wenb very slowly "

. indeed. Bhe got as-far as thé staircase landing,.’

then came back. . . B

© “Did you say wound.to the wight, Polly?” -
“Yes, dear.” ; r T TR dme g BT s

Er—you would. not ‘care to accom-

¥ Thanks! | [

arﬁy ?”me on thiz distwessing pillgwimifidage,
0! i . L . :
- No, dear. Sorr »

e “said. Paula, with s-uﬂl. )
affability “that the teaser’s heari. was softened

“ Quite all wight!”

] ﬂfﬂ’ —

~=

I
ik
Htis

. i

g

{

“We.generally do,” chuckled the captain of the
‘Fourth. .* What are you looking for, Paula?”
: “J ‘was undab the® impwession,” drawled the
_aristocrat of the Form, “I bwonght my bundle
up to hed. -Howevah, it does not appeah to be
- heah, bai Jove!” : ) 5 L
A sudden titter from Polly made the swell girl
eye her 'reproacl‘:iullfy. s
. “You arte vewy: fwivolous, Polly. I believe—I
" have a .stwong impwession<that you have played
a twick with my bundle ¥’ :
“H h - '. c A :
o Pgﬁy deah, pway be sewious! I must wequest
you to explain pwecisely what you have done with
. my bundle! I am in pwessing need of my bwush
and comb, -not to say my nightwobes.” . -
“ Well, T'll toll you,” chuckled Polly, whilst the
others could not help smiling. ~““ If you go along
the corridor, Pauls, and past the staircase la,ﬁding;
and. then go to- the end of the next corridor—
¢ Bai Jovel” :
right."

- And round to “the e .
# Wound. to the wight, bai Jove! Weal?”’

o o : s e 2 e
-POLLY’S LITTLE. JOKE ! ::Ja*":.';_::z':;.;’;,j:%::..l.:;',r:',z:::i;,f..-" o
i - ’ : - sudden alarm. : -

Polly almost “offered to go with her victim then,
but she decided to wait a bit: -
Pauls srould be back again before getting the
bundle! % Sy :
And so it proved. _ o e
“ Geals,” said Paula, reappearitig half a minute "
later, “ I g’we'mt_l?weg'wet. being a twouble to you.
Howevah, when I went wound to the avight, I~
Weally, T wather felt distwessed!. Very oppwessed,
bai Jovel"” .. - s ! .
“ Oh, cowardy, cowardy!” teased Polly. :
“T am -not aweah.that I was afwaid,” said

" Paula, Merely -depwessed. Without wishing to

use & stwong expwession, this old house iy ex-
twemely - bewildewing after dark. Extwemely
disconcerting, bai Jove!™ A e -
_Even Madge gave one of her rare laughs this

time.

# Oh, come on; let’s all go and get the bundle,”” .
said Betty. “ You were a {ecase, Polly! Mo -joke-
to make Paula grope about this place on the first

. might!”

“Not at all,” protested Polly. “The house is



' the_y

.. shall have Myra
a. ton of ‘bricks 1"

" without' my bwush and cgmb‘ Not tD sa.y my.

" “Less noise in there, please

-+ was missing, and promptly

kxmw that ‘this 'waa hhe west wmgl
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‘admﬂ..hed after: throwin
- sudden ‘alarm. .
abqut down there on the e&ge _oi t.he shrubbery.'

And she began to chant wﬂ'.ly, &s

five moved out of the room:.
Ours-‘ig..a nice -house! . ouis. ds; -

It’s got nq rats or ‘mouses!’” -

“all rzj})t Lidd

4'8h{ Stop your monsense!” whispered Betty, ’

but she .was laughing under .her breath. . “ We

“ Ve, - wather [, And then .wheah w1ll 1 be,

mghtwobes bai. Jove !’ -

After that plaintive remark had onme ftom poar?

Paula, there. was silence. = Noiselessly - the

girla.
stole along .-the corndor

at one.doot, and call in mock -stern tones: . -
P #

0pan flashed - the door mstantly,.and out : cs.me

Trixie Hope, Bluebell ‘Courtney, and twg or three -

mote glrls The. motive. for. the expedition ‘was
" explained,’
'Paula find that bundle: .

So it was a’ pretty.

tghmd
went -groping along the panelled corridors and

" wound to the wight,’ and then up. th&t oork-'

screw. staircase for ten steps or so.
Out _of this winding stairoase they emerged upon
a.’ver,y “noble “corridor;. with: room doors only on

ohe side .of .it. - The other- side - ‘was the  outer
- wall :of the house, - pierced’  with- nany

-

- windows, .
Moonhght. . was’ ﬂaoﬂmg in through these win-
- doms, shedding eerie shadow - shapes«everywhereq
" % The ghost's walk; 2 whlspered Poliy ‘ ‘
: “Oh, be-quiety’: . = -
* Ysa, wather I

“ “Well, there's your . bundle anyhtsw Paula,,”'.
“Run ‘and get i,

the m&dczp chuckled, pointing.
‘and ‘then we’ll all turn back.”
-Paula went forward alone- gmger]y, w}nlat most-

" .of her chums stepped * close e windows, . to-
_pesér out and down into the: moonht %rounds
* " Next moment Betty exclaimed. sharply
“Hallo!. I say,. d1g you see——"".
“ What—where?’. .
‘“ But: I must  have been m1st&ken - Bett;

her chums into suc
1 thought T saw a figure movmg

But it couldn’t haye: beent’.

“ No, not-at this hma of mght " sald Ma.dge.

6 Got the bundle, }
% Yes, : wather{ -

And Zsha.ll ‘b extwemely

- “welieved to e%et back .to our peopér: qiarters,. <bai

Jove " owned the aristocrst.’ ‘¢ Weady, geals?”
“For all her eagerness, she was' soom lagging
“behind, the bundle having come to bits,

. The others, in fact, hn? got well ahead of Paula '

Jon- the réturn journey; when they found that she
guessed- the reason.
Supmeﬁamg their tilters, theiia“ turned hack,’
and . at' that instant: Myra. a.rshn.ii sudd'enly
swoo@ed upon them..... .

ut - of your rooms
mght L she b{md at them fercely.

1':1 this’ -pa.rt of the house !

[LEAS S

“¢ Homw da.ra you Gomie’ o ‘thla pa.rt of the.
‘house!"! she cut them short.
-away.from the wesi wing.

~agreed to. m gﬂaugg’eshon—the west, wing must be
out -of boun
. “You. said. 'something about thalt—yes,

-answered . Betty.. * But the fact m, we thdn’t

THE SCHOOLGIRLS’ OWN

DT - wont ‘have it!

arshall coming down on us like -

hearlng the hedhlme‘
. chatter of the girls-in other rooms. - -
Then Polly was seized with the meu!se o ‘vap:

and they’ prompﬂy decx éd o help.
crowd altogetl'ter ‘that’

at thm ‘tims of ~am I tQ do?

e HCIW dare T .

% T told you to keep -
Miss ‘Redgrave has

Ewry Iaescmy
“Which was perfectly true: None nf the gz:ls {
had got .their bearings yet.
“ Well, you are not to do an
where, - Do you understand?” a said” flercely. -
- Just keep to . your own.
quarters,’””

“ Yes,~ \vather""ca.me the very unfortum.te et

‘téjoinder from Paula at this .instant; and. there
she was, flounderin,
thh the “burst b

le clasped in her arms! -
“ Geals——

Mywa].*I didi’'t. wealise—"""
“Yes, ii’s Myra' snapped; back that . prefaot'. :
gnmly “And s6 T have’ caught you, toe l’ .

1 gweatly wegwet—'" =
“* That, bundle—nwhat. does it mean‘i” L
“ Weal, yousée, Mywa,
gamful necessity -of wetwieving . my comb. . .and’
wush—rot  to - say my mghtwo‘bes 'ba.l Jove -
" fwom - the Ww’ong quarters.’ . )
“How did they get there?” -
"1 can assure
theah. ... They—they went- aslsway,
- know,” ‘Paula said ‘affably. - ¢ Yes,: walsherl Most -
dmbwessmg I;hmg, they went to che w'ong- place,”
“ If Yeatch any one of you'larking about in any.
part of the honse that is ‘out of bounds,” Myra’

sgid, ‘clenching her hands as she spoke, “ I’ll make‘..:_.- .

< you, sorry for it! I will??
M

. # 0Ob, I've had enough of you, duEer 1” snap lped :
 the- prefect looking: as if she Wou 1d llke to ‘clout

Pauls.. -1 (eb to bed, all of youl

. .7 8he watched ‘them until they had passed out . of';‘
d s1ght«--a tall, .
) look upon her face, - . B
“Then, breathing: freely. at last she moved a.leng'."

imperious - ﬁgure ‘with a vxndmtwai_,

.the passage that led to the !west wing,
. Tn. stealthy ‘fashion. she  came to. the: g'reat'-

dor,. with -all its' moonlit windows, ard here.

“sh ‘paitsed, takmg her_. stand at ome wmdow, to s

" gaze qut. -
There Was & nervous ea.gerness in {;he
saanned the moonlit grounds below. ;
-1t was as if she was afraid of seein: ssmethmg ;
or gomebody that- the’ g:rls mght aIso%.mve seen— .
- andshould not have! - - :

~ “And was she pondermg agmn, perhaps, all tfhe: b
o

. resenting the other gitrls’ presence at the. Prioxy? . .

Wondering . ‘How-she was going to_keep.d chegk: . .

* fipon- thelr univelcome activities? “Realising only . - ..

" too well what thrilling d:scovenes the girls m;g}lt i

desperate, secret molives. ‘which - were hers;

make at.any: moment;"

*Pethaps !
. Porhaps, too, theie was to be no sleep at all for
Myra Marshall, on this first hight at the Priory; -

-but, instead, hour- after hour of staring wakefule' . 7. -
_ ness, whilst. this -;ughtmare f;hought would be run-.

ning-in her ind: x
e Suppnsmg' that hox is found amongst the ruing
~ of ‘the firel. They ma.y np-en Jt, ‘and’ then—wha.t

.{END OF “THIS: WEEKS sromr]

On nmeount must you miss nc:u:t mk’s !eug
. complete Morcove mry s

““THE SECRET OF THE OLD PRIBR\”"

" fin it you will gain an inkhng as to why’ Myra

Marshall is so agitated-over. the. Morcove girls -

taking up their quarters at the Priory. The reason’.
is tremengously interesting, so-order your copy. of
_next week’s SOHOOLGiRLS' OWN_ at. oncs.),

My explormg any-
yl‘

towards Myra and the rest, . -

I have been unda.h t\he,'.. il

ou, Mywa, I did not put them':
don’t’ you - -

way she":". g




