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A good school story has a very strong appeal,
: enjoy this ¢ Morcove” tale. -

That :s why you wzzl

Settling Down.
8 thls where the Fourth Form meetmg is to
l be held Betty !’ .
Yes this is the room, girls,
I hope we shall find' everLgxrl in tahe Form turn-

Come in!

111% up in the next minute or so.”

etty Barton had answered the half- dozen or 30

" gcholars who had suddenly appeared at- the open
doorway looking rather bewildered.

Betty hersél was ay the top end of the long

* room, where a small table and some chairs. ha
been set.
‘perched on the table-edge, swinging her le

“ Anyone seen Paula Creel? " che 11ghtly
mqmred of the girls who now drifted in from t'he

SEBZE.

i No, we * haven't, anyhow,” answered Sybil
Farlow, for herself. ‘and her friends. © We've
been wandenng around all over the! place, getting
lost m the attempt_to—to find the right room.’

Lgave ene of her hearty chuckles:

“ T

old house is a maze, and no mistake! .

I’s a lcker for having such twisty-turny passages,
© and queer. old ‘rooms and-—and—: This room,
for instance! -
As Polly paused, another batch of girls. could be
“heard. coming along the dirz . passage, e\cclazmmg
““ Here we are epparently! This seems to be
the room.’

““ Yes, come alang in? Betly cried again gaily.

“1 say, there seems to have been some confusion

as to where the meeting was going io be he‘d
My fanlt, I suppose, when I made out the notice.”
* Oh, no‘” sai& Madge Midden. “You sal
Room Eighteen on.the notice in the haII
trouble: was to find Room Eighteen.”

“ Espeocially,” added Aundrey. Blam, whilst. she
set a stray wisp of hair to rights, “as some mis-
- chievous persotr has been
cim‘kmg eighteens. on ai sor;s oE doora that
* hedn’t got numbers at’sll.”

This was news to the Form ¢ ?tam and Pol{y,

- and they gave a laughing,-“ Oh!” :

“ That will be the lufth Form’s little jape;”
asserted Tess Trelawnmey. “ Now that they have
been guartered wﬁ:h us in-this old house, pending
the rebuilding of Morcove School ﬁ’zey simply
live to jape us.”

* Two oclock Beb\‘y” -erigd Grace Garfield.
“ Aren't you go ing-to begin?”

“Yes, do¥ plezded mdrey - Blain, with her
rather grand air. “‘ We don’t want to be kept
indoors %;ngsr than necessary.”’

“ But where's Paula!” asked Doll Delane:

& Hard!y nice to meke a start without . our o

beloved armoerat 2

. THE |
., OF THE WELL!

A magmﬁcent new long complete story
girls of Morcove School which deals w:th the
- mystery sutroundmg a prefect—Myra Marshaﬂ.

‘ By MARJORIE STANTON

_phrase applied to herself.

Polly Linton, Betty's bosom chum was

Look ‘abt the beams in the ceiling.” .
_captain, -

But the. grinning mulwlously at

oing round, it appears,.

TREASURE

 of the~

“ Beloved aristocrab!” echoed Audrey, nose in
811’

Al the same,. there were plenty "of girls who
knew that she- would have gloried in having that
hey exchanged winks.

and smiles. Audrey, as a Miss Airs-and-Graces,

was not uar Paula was. It was Just a. .

guestion o dispositions, !
“ Hsar, hear‘

et .on with the meetin
claimed Cora Grandways, her wsusl ﬁ.
towards the eaptain asserting itself,
ean't see what we wanted a meetingfor at ali”
FWe'll begin,” said Beity, ‘“and Pauls will
—— "Hark, though!" 2
4 Yes, here she comes!” went up the general
ery, and next second Paula Creel was conftrming
the news by her own breathless: :

oahht '

- “Yes, wather! Bai Jove, geals, I wealise I'm

‘late!  Howevah—" :
no speeches!’ Cora snappeei irritably.
i Now then! All present an& 50. ﬁre a.way,‘ .

Bettﬁ
urran ! Cheers for the Form captmn P yeIle&.-
Poily, swinging- off ‘the table. - * Morcove for
ever "’ .
“Ves, wather! Hooway, goals—hooway' ‘In
Egnte of my-being wather out' of bweath,” said
gula, heaming, “ i gives me gweat pleasui‘e o |
demonstwate my wegard for the Form and its
Yes, -wather! Howevahw-" -

‘I youw'd kmdly hold .your . noise,” . sneered
Clora, hoisting herself on to & wide stone window-. -
sifl, Ju somebody might sa{ something sensible.
They might; I don’t saE rey will?” she added,

etty, who was etandmg
at tha table nvaiting for silence.

nite all vnil " Paula -assured everybody
affab I meahly wish to wemark, howevah,
that t e weason- why I am out of bweath is the
samme }:veason that I—"

| “ Pwecisely the same weason, geals ‘that T was
]a.‘ce. You (wealise that the woom wanted some
discovewing, bai Jove! I wegwet to say, too, I
was led astwiy by some_geals “who shall be name:
less.. In fact, they—" ;

“ Opder—order !’ ) -

8!111‘:6 all wight, gaals! “Howevah—"
racious, Paula—"""

“r weahse I bhave tw upon yeour
patience,” said Paula, who had fo be polrta if she |
could not be brief. “ Now, wealising that Beity
ig wamng to ‘addwess a few. wemarks ~ to. us,

"< Parn her out!” gro&md Cora, Ug,_r_h"!"
# Order-order!" )

“1, for ong, . .
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Amides the'; butsf.i of _'}aughte'r' “that - went -ap,.

" Paula’ ¢onld be . heard making more.  affable ex-

planations; . but st _last ‘Polly Linton got silerce

_ by pounding the table with her fist,

o 'Well, girls,” began Betty, lookin

Bumoured as she stood up

- . Form, - “ Miss Massingham - said 1 had better call

*'! & meeting ‘at shott notice, as- I had a letter. from
- our He imstrensusﬁ after midday——-""" = "

. .“ Hurrah ‘for Miss Somerficld I put in Polly,

and a_cheer was :given heartily enough, - ..~

very good-

* A letler,” went on Betty, *that I"tliipki'sl'l?(:;!i‘rld ‘
be read to yon‘éﬁkllq.izd' tl}?nr we can consider what

« steps to take. _ .

.0 “Yes, yes, read it, Bettyl® -
"Yes, wathert” .~ -~ 7 3

And

ringing tones:

. quarters’ at the Old Priory. .

: “¢My Diak Berry,~You will readily. under.” -
- stand . that. I ‘have. been . very . busy . “ever.

| dince the regrettable fire at Moreove -Sch
" thtee nights ago. .~ - 5

.. Now that I have a moment; however, T am

. sitting " dawn 40 address all- my scholars
.. " through their respective Form ‘captains, . ’

. ‘‘The Fourth Form is ntgﬁesqnt installed ‘at. o

- - the:. Old Priory, along: with. the Fifth . Form,

- under -conditiotis 'that..‘canr-only "be. deseribed 'as

- makéshift, I'know that, in spite of ev_argr effort
-that. is -baindg_"made, you are bound to -

1

o Mqrc@?e‘_%qt_}l—.'—_-‘ S R s
T “It.’s all ‘the :.r'i';o‘ra fan " Polly ‘could xl‘dt;‘hefp
interjecting gaily. . . . R -

es, wather! Howevah——"

i“"
D ¢ ryou are weferwing to me; Corwa. Gwand-
ways, l#wi:l,sﬁ-—-—,”; ) : .. - ..‘

* Order—order? -Go on; Betty.” . e

“ Well,” said Betty: and the gist of what still
remained to. he read was that Miss Somerfield

© . trusted the girls would all kegg{ together, and keep folt 'H(Ife‘ tellingher o, A more
i . Seeme

up their games, and ‘make
generally—Polly breaking in
now and then, - - ¢ . T S
- Whenever Polly started & chaer, most* of the

girls toek.it up. "Out of pure malice, Cora, Giand

e best of things

ways-always made-a point of jeering :- “'VahV

Bub as it was Cora, ‘no one 'took “any. notiee ',

'ap}‘aarent]y.
.~ holding the letter before ligr, < ]
© . #ends her. love-and best wishes o all the Form.”.
7 S Harrah! Hooray?? - - - ¢ :

. ' Yés, wather! Ceals— -

T “Yah-hb-h!? came the inevitable jeer from
the sneerer on the window-sill, ** Why didn’t Miss
Somerfield send us all home, instead of——'*

. Cora had no ‘chance to sty the rest. That latest
jeer had been too much for Polly. She darted

through the crowd, seized Cora by one foot, and-

GOF—— . .
- Thump! :
- B 11 NOW sa _-r Y&h !s-'n
. delighted ‘. ,'ha, hal-to shake the ceiling.” -
T Y You little——"" choked- Corg,

aﬂimply yanked tier off the window-sill‘on to the
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% Hurrah! T*Go-if!”*éhottléd Grace Garfield and s

' ga]p'»tated‘Ps‘,ula; " we do not want the ‘meeting to.. -

before the. assembled . ,
“out! as Polly and Cora now -*went "' for each

" and next moment Cora rei

s0 ‘Betty, unfolding the letter, began in ing with more baste than elegance! - -

“‘To the captain, Fourth' Form, . now in

0oL, ”

5 b d to find Mé going o
.altogether. different irom .the “ordinary. routifie - ‘restraing 'uPi;n'_'thém all, that wa,s-evd:igeni, t
ST R from poph

‘ ! T : .. .ing, yet plain]
Oh, she’s going to start again!” howled Cora. i A4

. one she dare.not. taniper - 'with.

'witih_‘moré,'c!_me_zring' .
- The spell of embarrassmerit gave place to orderly
.
Miss -Somerfield a le
“ Just the Jast line now,”” Betty anncuneed, still
“ Miss. Smerheld

- she said, * ;
: : .- hockey stuff. amongst the salvaged things.

panted  Polly, causing 4. ¢

i .7 ‘warning from Myra M. . )

flouncing wp . Betty proceeded as if she had not_heard ‘that

- "I could sinack .your face’ for = remark, ! Bl

- Every-Tugsday
a few others, - - 2t Do w0, i g et 4
* Yes, wather! I mean, geals, pway-wecollect,”

weak up in disordsh, bai Jove!l Betty deah—"
The 'rest was lost in-a chorus. of “ Oh, * Jook

other, causing the crowd to seatter. . £ B
- Betty wanted to intervene, but. she ‘céitld not do-
g0’ for laughing., The same with- other ‘girls.
They - simply staggered sbout holding “their sides,
as they saw Polly hustling ‘Cora across. the room
to the door. . ‘ SR um v
“ Out you go!” was Poll

’s breathless ‘decree; 4
y “did leave t:h_e-r:pegh

- Bhe, in fact, was propelled from the room with
such force, she would have gone all. asprawl in the
passagre, only she shot full into the ‘arms of some- .
gne who seemed to have been hovering outside the -
This was a girl whose siperior age and height

p ed her g senior, She-was, in fact, a Bixth

“Korm scholar who had come to the Priory to do

duty -as a prefect, - : pe

[ “Now, then!” was Wer angry comment on- i o

Cora’s headlong phinge into her. s ¢ © P
1 couldn’t help it! Polly Linton pushed—"*

“ Oh, sneak’ exploded the meeting; and then .-

Ta gave a defiant toss of the head and a shrug,

and shambled off, whilst the. girl prefect came into

& room. T S e
-Bhe was silent, and: silent were: Betty and 'Co.’. -

for a few moments. ¥t was 3 ,'qgf'a; i T
g far

ar prefect suddenly tnrning up-afmongst

them. . " A
- Myra, Marshall<f6r that was her .nathe—stood
wall back against one wall, aloof from the meet::
interested in i, Her whole
expression was an unfriendly one, - She- Jooked as: . °
if she would like to quash the whole proceedings,: - ;=
oui of pure tyranny, - T e N
. But the scholars® right .40 _held a meeting ‘wade
y She was. not
indeed, entitled to be present, according to. school. .
traditions, and Reity was not the only girl who\ © '
1 dignified thing..
to be, however, to ignore her| .. -
~And that was what '\”jaéjr did, 7o

.

tallc amongst the girls. It became: quite & business- . . .
like' meéting. * Batty. proposed that they send
m tter, assuring her of their -
intention to “ carry on * as usual, and the sug- -
gestion was hailed with cheers, S w o
. Then Tess brought up the gquestion of sports,
'They had no proper sports ﬂelg at the Priory, but
there was a git of meadow adjacént to the neg-...
lected grounds. Couldn’t they get a bit of hockey -
there, -if . they got together some of- their old "
hockey * tackle 7 . v s T s

*“ Good notion I ‘exclaimed Polly, whilst Paula -~ "
mingled hef' hearty “ Yes, wather!” with -othexg’ " -
ap rovmgeted;pments; - ST e i s
“Then ty carried things a step-furthbr, B

4 If some. of us: vent over 4o the old school ™ - -~
“I'm.suré . we would €nd p!?nty of .

. .The. school is out of bounds!” came a ‘aurd.

she -gaid,

“The building is out of boun-ds,'” g - o i BB

“but the cofficial salvagers have been
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heaps

of if:uﬂ’i ‘we knoiw, - it is all dumped ahout
on the ’ : 3 R

lawns.” .

"+ “Then let’s go this afterncon.”

© *Yes, wather !’ :

.M%m Marshall came away from the wall. .
"% You must gef permission first,” she reminded
them, quite needlessly,’ - T e

“We are going to-get permission,” Betty said
sweetly, “ from the right quarter!” ‘Which was
ike saying: ‘ Not from you!”’ T

* Hurrah—yes!” was. Polly’s jubilant shout;

‘and in her madcap way she set off towards the

~door, taking it for granted that the meeting was

“was the latter end of the year

closed.

Eagerly enough, the other girls swarmed -away

. ~=partly to escape the pestering oversight of MYTR:E :
. and partly to avoid wasting a singls moment

Eh:a extra “halfer ” which had been granted them
o-day. 5w s . @
The afternoon was gloriously sunny, but this

short. There was no doing anything cut of doers

after tem; it was almost twilight by then.

‘make the school m the woods
“resdy. . This. requést was -also granted

Just as Betty and her chums had expected, they

* s06n got permission from . the right quarter to

make a visit to the school, A% the same time, a
%ood many others asked if they might run into
arncombe town, on the plea’ that lots of little
things could be got at the shops that
: esy mggh-and-
Yy

assingham, and less than five minutes later-very

. fow Fourth Form scholars were still -indoors.

The majority were round at the. stables and-

Toose boxes, scrambling for bikes. .
What with some stiI% being at the school proper,

and others being out of order, there were not

enough to .go round, and the upshot of it was . -

that and Co. decided to walk to Morcove.

obt;
Ii se.eme({
machines who were hound for the town.

. After all,” eaid Betty, * it is only a couple of
" “rmhiles across country to the dear old show.”

“ And what's a ‘couple of miles—eh, Paula?”

.chuckled Polly, digging the aristocrat in the ribs.

‘wesources. Howev ) o
© Y Yes, best foob forward!” was Polly’s exuberant

“What's a ten-mile tramp to a girl like you?”
“* A twamp,-geals, I am constwained to admit,”’ .
sighed Paula, “is, slzways!a_ stwain upon my' fwail

. eIy,

f

© And away they went—six good chums in all.
Betty, Polly, Paula, Madge, s,
they set in great good spirits, little dreaming of
the -strange -adventures. which were to be theirs
before the jaunt was ended!

7

_Busplcions Confirmed.

” HERE, are ‘few #ights sadder than that.of a

- once handsome .building reduced almost to
: a mere shell of brick and mortar by fire.
. Not for the first- time, this afternoon, were the

-chums of the Fourth Form gazing at all that was

left of the school they loved—the beautiful range
of buildings. which had. been a second home to all
of them. B i ‘

Sadly they had gazed ab it with almost fearful
eyes on the morning ‘after the fire, taking in. all
the devastation which the blaze had wrought. And
still it was & sight to distress them keenly, on this
return viftt, . . - T

They felt they would pever be without pangs of
sorrow for the old school's cruel fate, even if they
came a hundred times to the scene of havoc and

_desolation, : e
“ Our poor old studies ™ murmured Pollv. when -

"THE SCHOOLGIRLS' OWN

- Madge’ remarked, to strike a.

en days are -

would

Miss -

only fair to let those girls have the °

Tess, and Trixie—off

. 4’0'1

she and her chums weére approaching the. ruins
“across the playing-field.- “I wonder how much
is left of them, Will they ever be the same.again,
even if ‘a whole army of workmen set to between
now and next ferm?”’ o .

“ (Give me the same old chums,” said Polly -
t’heéx,l“ and I can put up with a new sort of -
study!” - ) ) :

“Hea.r,' hear, to that ! agreed Tess. * All the
s 3 " . %

-And she had to sigh again, as she let her gaze
dwell upon the smokeé-blackened walls and the .
lines of burnt-out windows, o

““ Well, I think we shall get what we came for,”
. | cheery note. * Just
look -at the stuff_that has been got out from parts
"of the building that were not charred to nothing.”

¥ Yes, wather! Bai Jove, geals, it is.a gweal

o

AN - INTERESTED SPECTATOR!
"The fireman stood behind Paula, who, ali un-
consclous of his presence, went on arranging
her hat in front of the mirror, smiling sweetly
the while at her reﬁectlon_! .

‘owgdit to the firebwigade to see so many

tweasures wetwieved! Why, I do decleah,” added -
Paula, in delight, “ I see a dwessing-table, with a
miw-wor !"’ ) ! ‘
“(Qo on—pgcodbt to it and put your hair to
rights!”’ chuckled Polly. ‘I thought so! . Paula!”
she oalled after the aristocrat. * You had better
cart thet dressing-table back with you! We are
rather short of furniture af the Priory.”” ~ =
“ We are, wather, bai Jove! Howevah, don’t
be fwivolous, Polly deah!” said Paula; and very -
gravely she took her stand in frent of the table,
thergrin the open field, and got out her pocket
comb ! T .

“Jf she isn’t the limit!” was Polly’s chuckling
comment, as they furned aside and left the
aristocrat smiling at her reflection. ** Now, about
those hockey-sticks !’ G, N

"They drifted apart in their search amongat the-

¥
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.té tile . girls

“under the sheét
- Then sudden]
Be‘tt ain - ngspered ‘mirthfullys
Lo o look!: Qver there—Paulal”™

'Ehey looked,- and  what they saw aImoat sent .

t.hem into: sereams. of laughter.”

‘A few yards behind Paula, who was stﬂl at. the.
2! rlressmgatable stood a member of.
3 hreubrigade-—a ‘big, fatherly sort, of man,

:'He' 'was standing with arms ddubled ‘at his . hips,
wa.mng for. Paula to “tirn round and see him,
- But Paula, for a time, did not turn round.. She

L just. went on arranging her hat i front’'of the.

THE SCHGOLGIRLS’ OWN

Se d:smal ‘monida of furniture, md fittings: that Pad
. been dumped arotnd. “Heve ‘and. there s -
- had: been used to ¢over some pile of move:valuable -

s “sinff, and, of course, cuntmt
i take pee

ulin

eeting, : ‘
Polly; who was mth Madge and -

- think I can find you a few.

the - Bamcqmbe )

" mirror, smﬂmg sweetly at her - reﬁectxon all the_-'

“in,
. -f-wsl—voluus twicks, Polly,
. quite all

clu

L “In, the
5 ;m;faggng' eug'er ess

. L'heard tiummgu%
- open, cither,- bu
O faric

T ell jou,
“man ‘in. my pe

. come dodging sround uh mi

L had never beexr” a- snriy o
s grave oy ; .
s i Wh_y, young lnches, if you {:eli me, you 'have
i ﬁermzssmn, then

while,
M1 e scraam"’ tn‘.tared POI!y

’ he think of her; vain' thing?”
./ The - fireman,.. ‘who. was in :a]vage umfozm, drewr

‘bwath t}:en cm}ghed pompously
erp.

ade

A _Polly dea.b is that yOfu?” s;mpered Pau[a giv- -

Now “no -

look"-_'
t}m %om dubwusly

to- her. hat. .*
Do you tlnnk

another  touch ~

e ‘W(!}g:l;t now? Ow!
3

“ You ére—w--w

Ty sorry; miss—fait sorry, I am, ‘to %ee .
lﬂﬁy as ‘shoyld - know better. admiring of'

e Bat F ave gwea.tly wagw&t dlstwesnng _you,
will wealise~
- Miss, ! he' broke in—" young ladies a.ll '[
you- réaliseas liqw you are all trespnssmg
orders’ arg—"" .

S Bu\‘: eXcuse me
.say ‘we
this. aftetnoun

Betty now ran forws.rd to

We are Morcove scholars; of.

' course, you knew that! Well, we were told. we.
?ome wand. look: around "for o few hockey- .

any are to he found. B 27y
fatherly - salvager- softened'-hi

that’s another matter altogether,™

. he’agreed:” ¥ Only, they haven’t all. ‘got permission -,
* _ As’comes. p;)kmg nronnd to see .what ean be taken. -~

%’es, young la.(hes,
mght" pursued the worthy who was .on guard
yver theruing, “I werte keeping my watch when-
oking about. Not out in the
ms: o the building.”” .. - .
-4 Bai- Jove!” B '
it feas. the anrt of thmg to make a
‘ hindignant,”. said the -self-
Aimean gif;:'ng, T call -it; o
i .
- “Did you see hér? T mean—. :

- Her'?" the man echodd; Jooking Hard at: Poliy
“ What. makes- you think it was a.her? - As a

important worthy.

matter of fact, it was a .young “woman, that ¥ -
!'know nuca.usa }' sawW her . the moon]lght. The -

e What must

*..came from Paula as she ﬂoated ‘

C i “Fove .Er—pway, _how do you: do?”.r'
'-'_Pém}a faltered sweetly, -af, last.

in: the very zmddle of the' -

PY
“found heiself in possession of twe bad ha
£ V:Sﬂ,ld the salvager g,hakmg ‘hig .

" ‘now, ‘
-some follis say.theré must he a gang o 'comei‘a e
have speclal permission. to come here .- o

i

"~ laughed. " ““I call it a most duagweenble ‘state
- . -+ihings, baj. Jove!”" . ;

.- and-turned fo.go, taking .rman;y a backwar
-at  the _forlorn ~school .1 buildings. - Thi

- - position on tiae great headland seemed ‘to be <;

- fire a.gam : :
AR cheer}ess }{b for that old chap, after
nighitfa l > . remar) “* I expect it "did giv

- in Tess,
- ¢the Pnory in the ‘moonlight, wé felt- suze. she Yiad’
',pa,ld a, secret’ visit to-the old school”

Polly.” “ She’ was too_cute,
- what she wanted, too.”

v er

in
“ing, with a whole load .of wa.ntedg
+ said-he would make 4 point of puttmg tha syo,
_things cn board:.

coin!”" Paula cried, drsmay._'“Not ‘snothah
-bai Jove, -surély I -
 But it was! Yesterdi:y it ha.d been eﬂiy

i 4 Mast. dzstwessmg"’ ahe swhed

] . way have this one, my ‘good man!:
R I’aula. o 1ogxsed, quite; sermusly “Howevah, o 5 a v 5
E'G e

ho ]

* want. to-know, don’t

-.sending. this last: red. rays aeross” the ‘moorland

Emy Tuesday
hor ﬁmshed rnefully, “‘I dldn’{'. ca.tch

- Paula thmw ont a mm'mured ": Haweva,h—-—
-4 Hxactly,” mis§! . However, as  you say,. it's
nothing to do with you, for fa\m »hardly i heve
as ~the irespasser last mght eould. ha'- been &
seholar, No. - Hockey-sticks, were. you saymg? I

:’

And h e did.
‘Not on fy that, he very kmdly oﬁ‘
glr!a the fag of carrying therm back
to’ run over to the Priory first th &
stuff, and-

The girls thanked . h;m, cemenﬁmg the gog
understanding by _presenting’ him “with *.a
Paula did the. Imndmcr over of 8. two-s!u!hn b
‘ehie e‘hancmg £ be | gu-l “with. Juﬁt the . nght
colm.” . . e
“ Tharked; mmm% all 1 said the” fire-
man, saluting. . * I'm sure if - there's .an t}un
more I cen send ‘along at any time; I'll be pleased. i
It’s all the difference when folk come along with:
pro r. permwsmn, mstead of sneakmg ‘round a.t

night and—er—-7"

He came to a ﬂustervd stop, suddemng e-yeln

ﬁ«ﬂ.

“ Gwaclous, you- dont mean to say that 58 5&

zha]hng

s Howe;arh,
Greals, fwhiedh:
o all’ the bad coins -come fwom? That’s what I

ron know 1" -

“IHAh, you imnay we say s0, mxss‘ added. 'th,e'.

;ﬁrema.n ‘“There’s a ‘rare. lot -going - abiout. just:
Barncombe’s ~ full “of Jem, whmh k

%\I?w Pauln. had pa.ssed over a bad”fw

werkmg in-the d:stnet."- o e Y )
Y Gwacxous!” ) e TR s
- “How romantic ! from ?ol] !

“ Womantic!” echoed Paula, whﬂst the others

They .said good- a.ftefnbon to the old- cha
o sun v

world of Moreove, .and -the” half-ruined buﬂdmg
exposed -to -the Turid .glare because of . their: bal

him " & shart. 'w en he found - there was, some 3
prowhng around at midnight.”. .. fa
““ Of. course, we khow.who he “sommeans s,
sald Betty, yery quietly. . *“ Myrs: Mayshally” "
© U Yes, Wa'ther' Bar” Jove, e 'were mgiht ‘
geals g2 :
- Dead rlght in- our: .guess laaf. mght,” clmned
*"When we sawMyra stealing home to -

“ My word: if she had been cmgahtl muttére %
though. And she got -

t. ‘box 'we saw “her wrﬂ:-~ es” re- d'-"-:'I G
Y Thg hox she hid—— et Jmne s

Mad )
nd the box “we “are yet g‘omg 1o ﬁnd P ex~‘_. ;




o scholars

s mterestad g!ance at the lodge . as

, waﬁeﬁée
‘ elalmed Befiy, wrhh -7 sudden dz{-.etmmed leatn of

. ‘her “fing eyes. - 'Iﬂm,t little hun$ round in the
.éhribbery this mormr:g doesn™t_count.’.

Madge glanced at her. watch as. Bai? - gaid that.
7 “ 'We. were an hour at the old’ ool;” "
- womirked goftly, “and it will be almest twilight
' at the Priory by the time wo get there. Down
*in that hollow, amongst the woods——""" " &

% Oui, oni—yes;” put in Tess. She had 'm:oughb -

her alleged French . with her. when she changed
quarters along with her chums. : ¥ ‘We . sl
what ou might call dans l’ombre—-—m the dark.”
. W’é ,re in the dark now, in oile- sense, if you

agk me,” grimaced. Polly.
Myra Marshal

Madge brought thém back to the pomt. "By not

" being . too much hurry over the rebutn journey,.

they cosld time themsslves to arrive at twilight.

" And so there might be- just ﬁhe nght conditions. -

.Eor a hupnt for that box.- -
© It “was;. indeed, a twilib world of wovndla.nd

K Tollows into which they meandered by-and-by. Still

“better -for their purpose, -en sutumn  mist was

‘%ngmng to blanket the rank grounds of the ~.
The girly who' had ﬂYeIed %o Barneombe ‘wese

. noe back yet, apparently. Betty and Co: . turned.

in at the wideflung g'a‘keway, and found the pfaee.

They could

“looking very lonely ‘and: cheerloss.
ounds

" not ‘see’ as. fat. as ‘the. mansion, but . the

" were..empty, and even the hﬂg’e just inside the
. gates—~let off to a lady and gentléman whom the ..
. and. Mrs. Carnay-—'was nof

) knew ag
-89’ thyiting as usual.

. No- lights had been lt. umde the eosy remlenes,‘
- opor wa.s t.he fitful blaze of a sxtﬁmg-room ﬁ"re sﬁun- )

he windows.

‘lmg‘

for she her ch'u'ms ~all given
b it. .“-We saw such.a lot of .them yeaizer&ay,

ut T havé not séen them to-day.”

Nor had the other girls, as they now remarked; - =

but -that fact did not become a subject for much
comment, By following the weedy by- path into
which :they had turned, they knéw that in a_few
mgivietits they. would reach the bit

. "Was it still.

1ot be certain,
of niglit,
- RoTHe! mldnugit exeumon with 2 package of some
- "gort -in’ her

- Instead of brmgmg it wlth Iaer into- the st
& shiubbery, and when
¢ paekag’e was, zo, longer in her

rather exmfedly, halt-" -
i Suraly this, : : ¥
el here, ‘where she ‘could hide the box‘ . was .

s mon, .she had ahpﬁed into:th
. she reappeamd

- Now 1. breaﬂled Bett
-ing on edsre of the & mbbery
- is our vhance!’
 Yes; Wather[ .Howevah—"

“ Bomeé ﬁf ua’ s hould keep wateh -out heré .

“T will, for ons,’

Madge s,
f volunteered 'I'rme

<% And

“and then Betty said. cauhmzsy
listen a moment!”

that they had.this part of' the mssﬁ-lmd‘an’
to themselves. . - .
£ Come on, then !" :
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What we .
. want'is a chance to search for the hox when there
.. .- 18 mo risk of other girls butting n.” . -

ghe”

3 ik pask prowih. that encompassed
all “he ? gt

‘ + We badly need some-
o ofsht to be let m ,on the. whole strange mystery' :

" the. bushes. - What the gizls all- expected

ugpose they a.ré away ‘for the day,” Betty.
rematk
as they. went

bit_of shirabbery

- where they suspec{ed Myra. Mmrshall had thidden
+_[Her mysterious. %ac

ere? Of eourse, ‘the gIrIs could b

All they knew was-that;, at dead

they had seen Mpyra creeping back from"

v We’ll cough.

5 10 give you w one coming. ;
fLE %-ho!” excﬁmed t%e Ot}la‘l‘?’ Sﬁlr?tefizlgg,
] ﬂ

‘They did so, and a great sﬁtiness ass rod them'
ounds

_-hke Po}ly—all fOl‘ turnmg up t
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And next second. Beti Polly, Pwia, ‘and Tess

Were in- MOngst the-b

L An lmportant bisoovory : :
SWII“'I‘LY the daylight was fading now,” The -
»J) cexcited girls swished ‘through rank grass
- -that was sopping: nvet with the eveming mist.
Every. laurel branch they swepi past; . as. ihey

- penetrated into the -old’ shrubbery, avas ready to

shed drops of condensed imoisture,. ;- -

< So deep was_ the twlhght indead, and go dense
them, the girla”
could well have done with a lantern. But they
had: to -de without,. peering their very ‘hardest
‘through the gloom.

Betty picked up - bit of stick and’ used it for
prodding here and there, in.the hope’ of. striking

‘the box_if it bad been merely dumped- amongst
, how-
ever, ‘was. to coine some bit of gmnid over-
'hung by. nhru‘bs, wm showed signs of iw.ﬁng
been dug a little,

. Mym buried the oz, whi Bred Betty, -
- “*she -must have been jolly. guick wﬂm it, ga :
we ought to be:able to spot- any bit of .ground
e hors 1 Polly siddenls e Gl

n here!” Polly sudden y mtezrup eagerly, - -

bending to peer ng a short alleyway between .

wgome of the ‘Their branches were.so inter-

laced the grrls fooked like having to. crawl on-. .. A
‘kneés, as they would .hame had to -

hands and :
crawl along a- low-arched tunnel,
“ We' didn't ‘go along here t]:w.t oﬂ:e_r txme, :
Pnll added #“Shall we, then——""" ‘
. Half a sec, though'” s
And a.gam Betty took the ptecautmn of gét’eiag :
them all .fo stand still and listen. = - E
. No warning cough from Msdge or Trm,a, 50
the coast was still clear
They: ducked low and set on along the dnppm
retreat, - only just sble to see = y&rd in front - o 3
. For a dozen paces they proeeeded, -and
“theri Betty, who' was f
"thé others by gwmg an excltad
o % Look—loolk here

EW

for her excitemeént,” - ‘
She had stopped déad in front of & sla.b nf s
“stone that was edged about with rank grass. The =
wet ‘blades should have been lying over it if it = -
had ﬁqt beeu moved in recont t1mes, But it. had-‘ "
een, "
N Withm«hﬁe Tast. dsy of &0; at Ieast he. grasa
had been. - parfed- away rErom the stone, : the )
result ‘of its being E

- “Tt's the place’ k1 declared Betty fl;nump};autly ‘

“ You se ;

_“Yes, wather " N
-5 Up with it 1™ proposed Po}ly gleefully. L 0&,;
thls {va ﬁ‘huhng? I say, fhough—;u;t fmcy P

et Tancy Myra."-'.‘knawmg ﬂmb there was an eid

Po!} 's_amazed e]aculahzon

iJove? =
-"'Ib is -odd, ‘when you come . to thmk e‘xf 1t,”
said. Tess, - ‘Myra inust have
to explore the grmmﬂa when she came here wr.th
us-from’ Morcove." 5
. “ Fither .that” said. Bett qwetly, ‘or we.
-Myra has been famzl:ar mth the Pnﬂry amd 1te-
grounds all ‘along.”. :
- ¢ Gweat g'oodness' But-— -
© % Tiet that wait, any-how Bettg pursund o I’

ig "stone.”

oremost, mddtmly sgltateqi . ) ‘.

With stumblmg ‘rush . the - others 'wea:e along~ -
- gide_their :léader; and than they saw _the- reason

‘beerr- preity quick. . -



" . % Down. there,’
the dark,- unfa.thomable deptdms i the box that.

‘A LUCKY DISCOVERY ! ;s fhivens
. nsiab of stone, an iron ring embedded ' in It.
* The box must be hidden here ! urled Polly. .

© " Yo, wather !

Anil they gathersd around for the {mﬁoee,
wondering all the fime how the one gir
Marshall—had been able to raise the
unaided.

In a few seoonds however, that was no longer

" a matter for surprise..

To their astonishment, it cost them ne eﬁ'ort at:

all to raise thé alab Any one of them could .have_" "suddenly -their straining ears picked up the mur.

“mui of girls’ voices and the tr-r- rmg, trorring oE .

~ dope it herself,
Btraight uprzg.ht they--had’ 1t all’ at mme, and
held it so, whilst _th
) Way at_the cavity which was mow uncovered.
. 1-tell. you what,”” whispered -Betty. * The
m‘.une must be counterbalanced in somé clever
way, --And- that’s -queer—for a we]l to llave such
an extraordma.ry 801 of cover.”
~muttered: Polly pesring ‘into
" Myra broug’ht away from Morcove A is
certain—""
- Yes, wather!”
; “We saw her enter this Jungle of ‘a place and
" come out again without the box. Well, then—-
4 Who it s going ‘down?”’ Tess. asked jestingly.
. “I am,” said Betty, quite serlously “ Not at
thls moment, perhaps, but—"
© ““Why ‘not. now?’ urged Polly, in- her head-

strong way. “ Oh; come onl It's safe

“Ts5-it safe?” demurred Betty, . with more

“ What dbout ‘bad. air?

No, .we
We shall need a eand]e

shrewdness,
have got to be careful,
to test the air, and we shall need a rope, so that
one of ug can be lowered down by the others.” -
.“Nol” ‘Polly broke oup etcmadly
clcser, girls!’ Surely inere are——"
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eavy 8 arb_ .

they st&red -in -an awestruck’

- added Tess.

Evéryr Tuesday
“ Bai Jove!”
‘“Iron spikes—all the way doewn, no doubt!”

-was_Tess’s delighted whispex, as’'she and her com-

anions all saw at least & few horseshoe-shaped
cotholds that were driven into the brick lining
of the shaft, b
Betty murmured thou htfully' i o
““TIs'it a well, after all—an ordinary well? It
geems so strange—the funny cover, and:then those
iron clamps! 0t course, country mansions often
have elaborate ﬁttmgs to the weils that supply

the water. But--—
“ What a lark if it is the way-into some secret
© passage!?” Polly  burst. out. gleefully, ‘The

Priory is ages old, and in olden times people had. .
lots of reasons for keepmg soarel passages in .
readiness.”

“ Yes, . wnther"’ - ‘agreed Paula. Bul; ﬂler

wemarkable thing is that Mywa Marshall kit upon o

this place to dwop the box inte.”

. At that - instant they all heard a cbnghi

[

£ Gwea.t goodnessl”

$F ! Sh

Motlonless they stood for a mument, haldmg‘
their breath. Then, with great steslthiness, Beity -
and Polly lowered the stome slab back into 1ts
usual position over the mouth of the shaft.

The action was pexformed without a sound. So
silent were the girls themselves, they quité clearly

. theard either Madge or Trixie give a.nother faint -
- pcough—warning to themito be carefull.
Betty peered around ahxiously. She wondered .-

if, instead of going back, they could silently - -

make their way out of the jungle of shiubs on
the. other side. With her eyes she asked her, -

" chums?

“ Shall wei” | )

There were ready nods of assent, a.nd next
instant all four girls were snaking furward in-
Indian file between the bushes.

"Their greatest difficulty was_to avoad rus’c]m
any, of the evergreen foliage. But they manag‘eﬁ'
this, and all at once they emerged upon open .
ground with the evening mmt shroudmg them in’

riendly fashion. . )

now,-to the hou.se' That was the. thing.’
urned- ong *as qu:etly .as ‘ever, whilst

. Away,
The;

cycle-bells! -
Evidéntly the scholars who had been into B:n*n- -

combe were just back from their FJaunt,

- % 1§ that why Madge ‘and Trixie warned us?’
wondered Betty.. © My fear was that Myra Mar-
shall herself had—"

‘She broke off with a sharp * Hallo!” as "\Iadoe

~and Trixie both suddenly appeared from out the

-mut ‘darkness, - C
) ‘ou  got the warning, - then?” e\clalmed S
Mad e. “ We heard the cyclists, and so—->'

es, wather!”

“ No one except the cyclists?" questmned Betty
anxmus]y. * Myra Marshall—” <
. ““No. ‘Had any luck?’ Madge asked. Al

* Luck? Yes, rather! the. four anmered with

'hu e . satisfaction. - -

nd whilst they walked with Ma&ga and Trixie .-
‘towards the. mansion, they told thosebtwo girls - -

_the’reault of their search in the shrubl

i ;
S So to-night——" s&ld Betty, and Polly bmke_

.l
“ Yes, to-night, we must “dlip out somahmv, a.nd'.

‘get.to the bottom of that well 1.

“ Get to the bottom of the whole mystery, too, .




" ‘wave of

Twopence

“ Yes, wn'fhet! Bai Jove, it stwikes the, geala 2
sa.id PauIa., fiddling . with. - her damp ha.u'.
¥ mattahs are getting pwetty thwilling.” - -

‘Then they got to the heuse porch, and there
was Myra Marshall, hanging. abous with an air of
irritable lmpa'hem:e
- “Back at last!
* mapped at Betty and Co. * Surely it hasn't teken
gou all - the ‘time to get to the old schicol -and

ack again!”

“We put in an hour thers,™™ Betty smd fblan

‘and truthfully. . Hark! ere come the -girls

who went to' Barncombe.. And how excmed they

all seem about something !’

- They certainly were chattering away in a most

snimated fashion as they came in bne parf;

towards the house entrance. If soon transpired,
however, that they  were more . disgusted tha.n
- excited.
“It's shocking!” -anncunced Grace Garfeld
- ‘breathlessly. “ The town is full of bad money.”
“@ got pulled up at the shop for paying over.
some ‘bad money that must have been given to me
" a3 change aft. another shop,’’. said  Ella Elgood

- ‘doléfully. ** And now poor Bluebell Courtney—-">"
. Bluebell finds she has come home with three
bad half-crowns > chorused several of the girls.
% Never mind, Bluebell! Present them to ﬁhe

How * late you are]" she

.+ #chool museum when Moreove reopens!”

" “Bad coins don’t seem to be rare enough to
g0 into a museum!” was Bluebell’s rueful answer.
L VVhat awful swindlers some people must be to
go in for miaking bad half-crowns!” -

Myra ‘Marshall gave - a sudden comma.ndmg'
the hand.

“That’s enough about that!” she snapped. “In
to tea, all of you!”
. They swarmed away, hungry -emough for t}le
meal; but Betty, for one, gave a last backward
gla.xlmcce &t the” unpoputar prefect, who was hangmg.

ack, .

“How pale she looks!” thought Betty.

A Plan of ﬁotwn

_ ’T‘H‘%‘T et Wl e iE of ke WoukE

orta were . very busy and very ha
taking over theu' temporary * dens ” in%gye
- old Priory. ;
And who, catching a glimpse of Betty and Co.,
< would have imagined that they had anything lik o
" an unsohred mystery weighing wpon their minda?

That, howéver, was -just hike the chums of the '

-Fourth Form.

At one momen!; they could be deeply a.bsorbeﬂ
over some matter that had excited their detective
instinct, The riext, they would be entering heart
and soul into & game of hockey, or a bit of

" schoolgirl fun!

There wag fun t-’ms evening—Iots of it—over the
\getting to rights in the studies, and Betty and Co.
tcsok eare to enjoy their share.-

-The girls had divided up for * dens ” on much
the same basie that had been in force at ‘\Iorcme
before -the fire.”

Betty and Polly were in possession of s nice,
roomy study, ence a hamdsome guest-chamber, on
tho first floor,

Next door, to one direction, they had Paula

‘ and Bluebell for neighbours.. On the opposite
side, Madge was sharing a fine room with Tess’
“and Trixie.

- Nor were “?[‘h the Fourﬁh Form, far from
gy

one another, had, in fact, taken - -over a
whole corridor, with an extra batch of rooms’
“round the corner,” so that t'hey were almnst a8
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.to dispose of.
C LS

* of “hammers and ths

rights,
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mcely kept tagether 88 they J:ad been at. Mor-

prep “was tobe done this evening,

.but it looked verﬁ much like having to stand over

until before brekker in the moining.” The articles
in demand. were not pen and ink. -and blotting-
pads, but. hammers and nails, and any chairs .or
bookshélves, if any_ well-disposed " girl had such

. Buch . a &mmmermg and & bangm ‘a8 there was
all that evemng’ Such a squesking of chair-
oasfiors, as b e ﬁu']s set . out- the® comfortable
¢ saddlebags ” ich they had had the luck to-
acguire. And, mingling with all the bang-hang
ump-thump of furniture
that was on the move, there arose a general sing-.
song of girls’ voices. :

Bome. of the: scholars were, m the proper sense,
singing away at their happy task’ of getting to
Poﬂy, ior example.

“*“Qurs i3 a nice
singing away lustily: for the twentieth time; whilst
she stood on a chair and plied a hammer, when
t‘ue ‘door opened and Pa.ula appeared. :

“ Baj Jove!

iy ‘got no rats or mouses!’ " sang on Polly
‘¢ Oh, the front.is at the front—""'

. Yes, wather! Howevah—"

“tAnd”the back is- at the back!" " Hauo,
Paula darling I’ Polly ‘at last greeted the vmtor
“I'm finished, so catch!”

And she tossed the hammer for Pau-}a to catch ;

Betty
Barton
a‘m a backward . glance ::a Myra. Marshall as

A TROUBLED CONSCIENCE?

o girls swarmed in « % How pale she.:.
looks 1" thought tha Form Captain, -

house; : purs v Polly was - '



" Betty.

- betwaen her:

Pmla ]ea.pf. about a yard h h msbead
““ How fwivolovis -you _aTe, lﬁ

" am ext.wem_ely weheved to kndw that you have

% finished.” . - . :
e How is’ your own room lookmg, dear"" asked )

“motion from Polly, causing Pai
1 have had the gweat  yelp..

Be
)ppmg, - bai- Jove'
%oad fortune, geals to ‘appwopwiate an old couch.

ou will wealise that it is-a gweat welief .to me .
““Illowevah _you nearly owushed mJ foot,
T .

. to, ha.ve an eouch : Vhen my. stwengﬂh glves—

Ou

0 Paula,” sa.:d Polly gra.vely, ‘“ ﬁhn,t couch must..'
~ come in here!” . : e

“ How fwiv—""

T am not fr:volous at al]
Papla—"

‘]?ha.t couch,'

“It s am extwemely hard “couch, Po'le daaih

coul

I—— " Weally, dont you know,
wecommend - it.,”

"4 Bring it in here " said: Pol

“ ghe. can’t. wery well do that Polly i Ia.ughed' ‘
“ And, after all,.if Pauls bagged it—" ..

© “"Veg, -wather ! . Howevai—"

% You know very. well, -Paula darling, » Poliy-

V‘sa,ld artfully, * you will" always be in. s ‘study
instead of in your owa. Ve.\'y well, then! Where
. are you going to recline whilst you ‘watch . Betty
~cand I pursum§ our studles, like the :ndfnstrwm
le ‘we

“Industwmus, “bai Jove T
any gweatb in natwy onh your part, Polly, a or-
- cove! Howavah,’ Pau?a 5al

aﬁafo:!zty “yours is.not & bad pwoposition, bai

Jove!. -Wealising . that I may- have vwecourse to
‘your fwivolous society- now and then, I———- Ves,
wather! . Let's-have the couch in!” " 4
- “That's better ! _approved: Polly L C'ome-
oi:x then: TN belp you get. it in.”? - :

i’e.un, looked ratg'er dismayed. .- :

1t is wather a heavy couch, Poliy Wea]ly,

SRR We’!l mn.na.ge,” ‘Betty szud steppmg wmth
. ,Poll t0.the door. <
ﬁ’s o weally: twemendous couch 7" the anstu-
cmt warneéd them. .

in fa.ct! Howevah I dont mind lendmg a han

“ bai J )
) 'the threa of them went in- next door, w'here ¥

~Bluehell ‘was hard at it getting- the place in
order. - -Betty and. Polly had a. rewd suspicion .

L thnt Bluebsll had-done . ‘most: - the -work_ all

* along; whilst Panla had merely ell, find- "

g ouf how bard the conch was!.
My R e S said. ?olly ~ But

 take hold; Hustle up!”
“ % Yes, dwevah—-— 3
“ L iE o ;
¢ With- p
“Now!” .

For some reason or other as Polly smd thal: she .~
Do ‘it all .the evening. But Betty, "with the detecting
18,8

Zata.ggered with the weight of the comeh at -her
- end, ‘and noxt -instant  Paula was being
ﬂ:of the couch and the wall,

OQDI

* i
o Ge&.’iﬁ“ you - ls.ugh‘? Help " yelped
‘Paula. ‘* This is—w aliy don’t you knawz-moat -
distwessing 1? . .~ o :
- “ Pugh, then1” )

“ Yes, wather! Howevah——".
4 You are not pushing 1"~

“ Polly” deah, yon must wealise I am’ ntwammg_
¥, :

0000t Theah- you : g0
- sal keeping -a strmg]:t
%asy——-stea y!”' :

,sele t.o—-

THE. scaoox.ami.s' : owu

ollyt Howevah, T -

_l _"lIt’s her way.’

1 do not weeolléct

with her usual . -4

. cmded and then——
iwall and down went Paula again—fo
. dear 1V Pnliy chuckled,

A, downwight. monstwosity, . .
-akistocrat.’

_-call- over,

" welcome respite from. Mﬂra Maishall’s peatennsl -

. with 8. mapp:sh “ Less nq:se, you girls!”? :
:The -general” opinion -was -that, .ha;wnf seeured-
‘s mosh cosy ‘study for herself,’ she h kept_ to

- shoes_or £H

. her. stu 51 ‘gets into 1
tmmn

.'mgboo’tabecaa——

: Every T@gasdajﬁ'

5

. Ves wather I -
“QGently " -

- “Bai Jovel™

. 1] NO‘W ‘),
And again the couch recezve&

“sidden- héaving -
o give another:

elp. i
““Now what's the matter, dear' i e
“ Quite all “wight!"” the aristocral’ sald‘poiihbe}y el

at’s

Then they started to. shlft ‘the eouch ‘f1 - rea.l.
earnest.. *Out of . that. room the steered it, into
‘the age.  Then they took a “’breather,’
whilst Paula flopped .along the oouch to rest her :
aching back; ¥
In a moment or so Betty and Po’lly were’ readv :
to go on again.' But Pauls showed a. great-.
reluctance to get off the emmh o
* Come .on, duffer! You can’tsit thare all the -
‘evenmg"’ said Polly, with -mock iinpatience. d
small’ crowd had gathered, and these on-- i
Iookers wanted to know what Pauia was slttmg-
‘there for. -

4 Bhes- helpmg to s}uft the couc.h "’ Pol]y smd

“Yes, wather!: Vou will weahse, ea.]s———r- P
“We_ realise you are a great’ hand &t sparing .
‘four—self any exertion,” Betty to]d her “with a’
angh L ere, in mth One, ‘t.wo, g
three—"" 7
o (}eals—-—, T
“wQol” 4

. And the couch “went.” 'Also, paula wm w,th

it
; As some half- dozen oi the glﬂs ram the pxace of . o
“furniture .into the ‘captain’s: study,. Paula ﬂopped i
bick violently, waving ther hands. wﬁdl i

- Bhe “tried to struggle up ‘again,; -

nioe _suo-‘ :
. Bump ! ‘went. onie end “of the eotm‘h agamat the':

Thanks - for your, Eel'pL Paula,
‘* Mest -kind .of youl':"
*.4 How fwivolous’ you -aré!” sighed the rumpled
" Weal,® geals, ‘T must wefwain. fwom .
%,lvmg fufther . assistance: now. . My stwugglee

ith #his. conch’ have: left e -pwostwate,” . -
. ‘Théreupor, .she -coolly settled herself along’ the_
couch and reclmed there uptil the bell werit for

“Ha, Ha, ha!’

~All this tnne the Fourth Form had. e.n]oyed o

oversight of them.. Rather sirange,  Betty .and -
her ‘chums thought it, that.the tyrannical preféct,
had not, * butted in’ du Tlg all” the commotion,
It would have been just like Myra to come alongf

eye ' which -she was -acquiring, noticed during.

‘call-over, that Myra yms wearmg boots, not-houie-

TR

* And ‘the" boots showed signs of havmg been i
w1ped elean only 3. few minntes. since " - .
irl “who serttlas down. fof. an evening in

ght shoes,” Betty said, men- - .

e matter to her cimms .a3 soon as they _.

* Myra wu smll wear-':,-"-.

wete m their bedroom.

“ She has been out of donrs this evemng, 3 7
took the Formi ceptain: up, with. a2 mod.. “Yon
are a §reat one, Betty, at apottmg these litthe © ..

“ngand aupposmg,” ‘rejomed PolIy, “\'Ivra ﬁhem'rﬂ_w-‘




" she. sdded,

" g _‘pas on, Polly 1}

~ Twopence.

'--been down,; ths well, or whataver it m—ﬁahmg up
that_box?’ - -

L% know!“ responder] Bgtty g}:um}y, o that’ i
All the same, we ave lfmng' {0 .
own_ the -

]usl’. tlie- point,
.8 ;{ out_presently, a.nd 806" Just Who.t is-
well besides ‘water.” -

- .. Polly’ rubbed her hands togethet, grmnmg. o
~ . There eimd been

: lenty .of fun during the evening,
but her-thirst- for e:ther i:m or adventure wasg
still a3 great as ever.

.. “'Ner were hei chums.less keen tha.u she upon
** the -daring. exploit which was. soon to be em-
- Parked. upon
. ..--ior once.

1. Even sober Medge Iaaked excxted
They all ;irepared for bad—or. raﬁher, wdre get-

" ting. undressed, when a sudden diversion gecurred,
- door_flew open, and into the roem sallied
o band of Fifth Form gu'ls for 'a little sk:rm;ah__-

. 4 hefty -

- .swing- of--a bolster, wielded by .the Fifth Form.

. leader; but Betty. ‘and the rest pub ‘;:2 a va.llant :
ot,

_with pillows:
: Paula was * bowled out” at once ’b;r

stand - against the onslaug

. & minute the Fifth Forms omlaught had 'Leen b
d ‘changed into a fout.
. In wild confusion the m.izt!ﬁul m1ders ivere
... driven. back into the passage; and when the battle

. was all over and the chums were again in ‘peaceful

__:ccupahon of their badmom, ﬁaey even iound
. two-

illows to. good. .

: Jove,” -how _wipping V"
d%hghted comment “ The weward of. bwwerwy—
what!” .

_('i

. Yike thatt You sat in the corner all the time,”

iR How dlstwesamgly aggwavatmg you are,"”
‘sighed - the. aristocrat. -
prostwate by" a
wemark a*bly ‘stwong bolster, I.did my. best——"""

. “Yon went down-like a mnapm first go ! That's
- what you -did 1 Polly said wﬁ!wrmgiy, “ Well,
good job the. atta.ck has come off early, anyhow,

along & bib: Jater and found- us—not here.”
. Bet:g nodded -and laughed.

at.the pillow-fight was & t of the past.

hin .

: gTow they could all 8O to ‘bed mg ‘count wpon:
* -being left undisturbed.
In due’ course Miss Redgra.ve pa,ld her 4 hg‘h»tﬁ-
out '’ visit fo the various bedrooms,: and - after

that- the whole great house hushed itself for the

. night.. There would be no school chinie to pro--

“¢laim the’ passing of the dark, imm's, but Befty's
“wristwatch -had: an illuminated dial,” and- o' she

©reould tell the tlme @b any moment, vﬂthout strik-

in

y %‘hey had agreed {shal; it was 1 ‘hest ot to indalgs

‘in any whisperi ~ngw- and - then, ‘as time
a,d to-voiee a soft -

“You awake, . you girkls P

_.* '+ Tor -awhile Paula’s- mmrmured “Yes, wather'”r
- always came in response,

st asleep whén the cnt}cal moment had &eﬁuaﬂy
. arrived.”

It was: é‘xaotly eleven ociock by Betty s wrist- .

 watch whez ‘he.gave the signal by throwing back

her bed- ‘coverings and stepping down. fo the floor.

Polly flashed “from her bed in an instant, and

‘Madge am‘l Tess were ‘quite ready, too, ior the.

-'muim tﬁloﬂs -Bit Paula——
at shall we da. a’bou’c her?”’ Pmﬁdered
‘Betty, ‘as they - gahhe d i

y &rmtocrat‘
. bed and found Imw sound v :

+ ¥ Leave har, &uggaﬂtady Pollyémrnfuﬂy.
would 1! s el

And they did. © - - -
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.. *Much- as the;
they were boun

by slumbering on.

-party of four.
. room, and 8o had had to abandon all:ides. of
'.takmg part in the venture..

 viag. Pau!as‘

. & eager rejmnder
.. “ Whose - bra.very—youra?"- feased | '.Polly “I =
‘“ You -surely wealise that;”
& pwmr to being - wendered

“No. joke "if those girls ﬂ]ad “come

She, too, as very

. in-the moonlit grounds.
- Iwers exchangmg delighted smiles. .
‘way everything had gone, they were thmkmg

But Pauld was really.

“occasion by . Betty.

~ting read

'gwe thres je

407,
loved Pnulas ummb!e society,”
to feel that this was one of those
occasions when -she would perhaps help' thiem best
It would be just like Pauls
to miss a stair in the dark, and thus rouss the
whole house by a-blind stumble{ -

And so, when they had put on their’ thmgs and
were . boots in hand they stole -away—é stealthy
Trixie had Jer bed in' another

And Paula slum-
bered, overcome, nopdoubt by her exertions mh}"

: that couz:h

A Midnight Exp;oit S
HEE candle in that lantern s, bm'mng"
rightly. . The air must be good, - -or the

ght would have gone out.”
Betty Barkm -had. - en.  Her .

whilst all. four girls,” "kneeling’ around’ the un-
covered - wélthead, gswd ‘into’ the depths, = |

Down thére ghmmered the lantern, as it hung

the string which Betty had fpeen playmg' out,

; a.lymost ich by inch. o
““T can-see the water now,’” whispered Polly-
" “ How far.down, do you- +think, you gzrls?” R

¢ Thirty feet; o hazarded Matige !

“ Not~ quxts -30. much,” murmured = Betty,
% gocording to the- lenith of ime th&t mre ‘have -
‘uged, ' ~But: deep enou anyhow.’ S
~  Never .min 7 T'm gmng down'i” was PglIy 8.

You are not gomg -to talk™
about risks, Betty?” .

~ v T'm going €0 take any -risk there is, m se
.said Betty.

“Bo that’s that! Seriously, t
let me go first, -and one of you can come ait.er
me,.. You'll agree it i just as important for’ two’

to: remam on watch up here, - as it is for two to o

go down?”’

- " More 1mporta.nt” approvad Madge it her -
~ usual ‘good. semse. - -
that. Polly would m.las ‘the scramble” down: the -~

“But it isn’t to be supposed

shaft, So Tess.and I
Shall we, Tess‘?” :
“ All serene,”

will - stay above gmund
way the prompt reply.

Betty had been holding the line by w}nch the
mtiem was smpended She now guve it over to ... .

- ’Sh‘ Lel;'a listen a moment”_ advmed t.he'j :
astute captain; and so they all stooé mute gnd -

 still, with straining eats.

Not a sound came to them from rmmd ‘about .
In-a few moments they -
" Splendid, the

Not & hitch, so far; not a scare!

Swiftly and a:lently they -had made t.]zear exib: L
_ fromh .the. mansion less than half an
-In.a few minutes they had possessed: themselves. of
thre. lantern and string, previously. hidden for the !
ere - was an- old ~garden .
: -ra.ke t60, , which - they had: brought along to the .

-hour -age.

10 bery; .so ' that whoever went down the well

"-wou}& have‘sumebhmg rwﬂ;h which to drag ‘the’ o

waters.

T tell llou what,” Bet{: now whls red TN
yto glamber . dmyvrrn the narp.n;w sﬁg?t- ol

‘¢ erther ®olly or T wﬂl keep-a hold “of the -
lantern’s atrmrE down t eré If yun get. a scars,’

4788 & 8
Splendid |’ -exchamed Poll,y. 2y “But there -

'mm be ‘any scares, i the old
«hmise is -fast ameep, Mymvgxluded So get: on, .

; y{:cr spea!i to your: Form captmil »

spok subdued )
 whisper ‘broke. the tense silence which had lasted
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‘Ested Tea{ -“ My -

mean to,”. was the snnhng mponse . Well
ta.—t.a for the present!”

uime m, Betty—take it

. by-ee!” When she- was. pmceed.mg to follow down
the well.

‘Slow indeed " was Betty-—slnw hut very sure,
She was taking -the.old-rake with- her, and the
hand that held it found a difficulty in also grap
pling with the iron spikes which ‘were the girls
" only means of descent. If Polly had heen leading,

s-he would probabl ]y have scrambled down as fast-
Lokt

s of the risk of a spike being

- a8 possible, regard
ike. was

loose, ‘Detty was cautious, and every
:tried by one foot or the other befare
bear any real weight.

Down, down! An’ eerie, thr:llmg ex}i 11ence,"
elow to

for all there was the light of ‘the lantern
banish the awful darkness, ‘What - Bétty did not
fancy~ at all ‘was the sight of the water below
the antern, looking so still and icy-cold.

From the very instant when she had begun the
descent, her gaze had been drawn downwards in
8 fascinated way to the water.
** slie was still ten feet or so from the bottom of the
shaft,” her attention’ was' called to something else

by Polly.

 Here, . I say, Betty"' her. dlum wh:spered'

down to her, * did you notice what is fixed to the
- wall-of .the s]mft. just here?. A plate of iron!”

[ didn’t notice it—no,” Betty. answered, glanc-

idg up. “Oh, T see it now!
Been: pub ‘there -to reparr the side of the shaft
. suppose;”’

. T xmght be a door,” declared Pol]y
Tt “might be, - but isn’t,”
i I-Iow could it be, ‘down’ lhere‘?

She had’ not paused in the descent, - a.nd now'

- - ghe was far enough down.

- % Bteady—whoa I? she' ‘whispered up : to her ’
“You keep the. lantern-string between,
. your fingers now, Pclly -I'am going- to- get busy. -

chum, .

‘ wﬂ:h the. rake,”
" "And in a few moment.s she wag rea.chmg the

© ~iron end of the rake into the water, whilst she *
-clung by one hand to a wall-spike, with her *

feat set upon others.

" An

2 Ne, not yet, dear.” -

“Can you touch the bof:tom of the well?”:

% Qh, .yesT The water is only a couple of, feet
deep, . I expect the spiin tiag” silted up after s
many yeats, and—- HalFo P

es—what?™ - 7

% Pelly; I'm on to_something ! The rake, it has -

hooksd on to—— Oh, lagk, here we- arer y
‘word, but it's frightfully hea!.tg"’

- Betty gaspéd the words excitedly, 2d E‘he heaved :

at the rake and so brought its other end clear
Otf the water.
. For an instant both FE!(H‘IS saw the object which
‘had been fished up. It was a_small japanned
" -cashbhox,. A prong of the rake had hocked into

" the” brass_handle, ,but now. tha rwmght was too
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. much. for Betty, and: she: let the. thmg fall back

Yes,
o let it -

But now, when .

answered ‘Betty _

. : mg it, and:
uck 9 whispered_ down Pul]y present]y.‘ f

:’I‘hat was Madge’s thnlimg warnmﬁ

. -+ % Hore, take it—the boxf’
..and Madge’ seized it, gwmg & starﬁed gasp as
she felt its weight. o B

" The thick mist of thls aubumn mght. was illn-

" minated by the moon, and 3o the two. gxrls were -

| F'.verj!_ Tmsday

into_the water—plop1 -

o “Isall nght 1" Betty whlslfered to I’olly' “ - :
get it again.’ i
‘Polly, for her part, chuckled a flippant **Good- - .

But it alinost seemed as. 1f there had been lock
about the first “catch” that WOuid not  be

) repented

Carefully at ﬁrst then more - wﬂd.ly ‘a5 her
efforts wvent unrewarded, she raked :about here
and there in the water, At last she struck the
box. Even then, however, ‘it aeemed hopeless tO
catch: it by the handle; 5 b

Then suddenly_she got a hold.
here it * comesi”’
conditions. ‘Tt is so heavy, though.* .Oh,
Polly darling, “I—T don’tbeliéve
keep my_ hold of it!” S

“Can- I help?”. Polly a.aked eagerly. £ Botherl i

Loo‘: ol Betty exclauned

+ If only. I conld—"".

- No Ti: manngel
reasbunn gly. -
With wondéri‘ul dextenty she had drawn in the

-rake, and.was ithus able to-swing the toothéd end .
—up a.nc"f round to her, with the ‘box hangmg on to

%he gobt a hold’ of the box mt.h one hand, ]et-‘

ting the rake slide free aid fall with'a dull splash- =

into the water. .
Polly, overjoyed at her ehum ) s.lccess, was on

: - the point of breathing a 'jubilant ** Hurrah!” .-
~.when 'there came ‘a stg,nal from the " girls en oo ‘

. 1
That must have watch-ghovel

The lantern Jerked nbont a8 the stnng wu.‘

- pulled at three txmes

“ Betty

“ Yes, - Polly Un with you——-qmck a.nd i

tollow 1 was the Form captams steady - zmswer. T

"1 wonder what——".
- Again ‘the string was jelked three ‘Hmes."

' In the mogt urgent way, Madge and Tess iveré a

signalling: ““Come out- of i, ahm-p‘ There 1s

danger, and we must get aw

Betf.

- Yes. Im all right, if - you—- 2
"Let it go?’” broke 1n ‘Betty. = - - }
8o Polly tig-ed viclently at the. stnng', snap-

eaving them in. pitch darkness.

Then ~up they ' clambered as fast as po:smble,lﬂ'. "
.yet wondering all the tmm ;f they would noSJ'

surely be too late,
It all deiended ppon what “the &anger was,
\’Vhy—why ad Madge and-Tess taken alarm? -

“How: desperate the situation was a faint whisper - -
. now- madeall the more: ewdent to the chmbers‘ ”
i the shaft, -

Qmek-vqmckl We have only a. few seconds !’
“ Someone .
coming 1’

'C;"\I ra Marshall!” guessed Betty and Pol]y,‘ s
- an

eir hearts pounded with the thoughi -of
what an encourter with that %zrl would mean, zzﬁ'
t}us .spot, and at this midnight hour! " -

But they were wrong. - :

Polly was the first,: of course;: “to. rea.ch the -
_surface. Tess fairly hauled- her clear of the well,.

whilst - Madge ‘knelt t.here, ready to help oub-
Betty.

she panted qmta e
exhauated by her exertsona under such ham ring -

shall ever

ay P’ o
*“Can we manage without’ t{ae hght.?” pe.nted,, R

e lantern plunged into the Water, 5

panted the ca.ptam,
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5

able to give Madge and Tess questioning looks

‘which- that couple could discern. -

- Well—what ?"’ wag the anxious questidﬁ Betty :

- and Polly expressed. . e
.. ‘For answer, Madge and Tess both gestured, to

indicate the direction in which

t 3 danger lay.
" At that very -instant, Betty and Polly pi
up very significant sounds. - Sure enough; the four
of them were not tha only people.out and about

in the irounds at. this midnight hour, The girls
_ plainly heard—whispering! . :

N !

- dense

- betrayal ‘of their presence [ io that man

So it was not Myra, Mairshall wham‘.thef had’

to reckon with. One voice was thut of & woman;
the other, a man’s, - D
"Mr. and Mrs. Carnay! A
An utterly “astounding thing, this] But there
could be no pausing to think what it meant, no
daring
being seen by them.
* Already Mad%e
from the well
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" gelves,

cked

to loiter here and see :the couple ‘without .

. . .- of night—one that .was surely justifi
and Tess were backing away . i

etty and Polly crept after them,

and Myra Marshall was.

409

Betty made a sudden sign to her chums.

“ Come -on—back to our bedroom|” ‘

Nor did- even headstrong - Polly oppose the-
adviee. Spy upon the couple's' movements they
dare nof," without. grave risk of betraying ‘them-
Another night, perhapst- That was the.
girls’ unanimous thought as they stole off. o

- For- one thing they had at least g.ocomplishqd"
- to-night, and surely i was 'gratxfy:ng enough.

They had recovered that box which they had
always felt certain Myra Marshall had guiltily,
consigned to the bottom of the well!

Into the house crept the four girls, and, having

“made fast the outer door, were successful in

regaining their bearoom without making the least

olse. :

In the whole house no one else was awake;
that was practically-a certainty. Not a soul knew
how. they made this darng _exﬁlmt_ at dead

ed. - - .

Strange things were happening at ‘the Priory,

o ‘ci;»ely associated with

'PAULA ASSISTS! ™

striving their hardest nobt to rustle any of the
shes which “they had ‘to pass between.

Bilently they emerged from the shrubbery upon
the mansion side, and they were sure that
stealthy . retreat -had been executed without any
woman, - - % w

In. a few momenis, indeéd, they heard the
couple stealing’ ‘into the ~shrubbery . from- its
opposite side, whispering -to. each ‘other ever so

Aaintly, - -

Then, .63 the girls stood stockstill Ii’éterﬁhg, a

‘brief silence was followed by a ai’aarp gasp of

dismay. .. " : . ‘
It had come from the man, and was there any
doﬂbh as to Wl!:i.t had*_a,gitat‘ed him? ‘

o - o
The'- stone “slab-. of the’ well—the girls had

omitted to replace it! ~Or, rather, they had felt

there was pot fime to do that, And so Michael

Carnay -and his wife, visiting -the shrubbery for

‘some mysterious motive that would. yet have to be

fathomed by the girls, had found the old -shaft
uncovered! - - ] TR 3

ol‘llookeré"wanﬁd;io kn_owrwhy Paula-was siiting on ihe couch.
‘“ 8he’s helping us to shift it 1 ” Polly explained, with a grin. ..

the

and -

_suTp,

the whole greai mystery. Therefore Betty and:-
Co.- felt. that they had no-cheice but to pursue
sedret investigations. % L
‘Back in their bedroom they closed the -door -
without a sound. Paula was still fast asleep,
Her measured breathing was the only sound that
they wete listening all the time, M T e
ggl\gadge set down the box, and Betty took it up

. broke upon the others’ hearing. For, of course,

1] N-OW " L s
#* Yes,. open. it,i" urged - Polly, trembling with
‘engerness. - It's heavy, you say?” s
“"Heel the weight of it.” " -
“ My word!"” ) D
“ Yes, wather, geals!” came a sudden .sleepy
murmur from Paula Creel, as she turned over as
if to rouse up. . * Howevah—" - .
gl 5” : ¢
“ Oh, hai Jove!” ‘ s .
Panla was suddenly wide swake, She sat up in
rise.: - 5o B, E : T
“(eals, is it time to make a _at?,rt?” she whis-

£

- pered.: “I’ve been wondewing—



" back! - .
“ And ,Iyou 've . not “been wondenng at all,”

“oof mght

. twush it i3 not as bad- as
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" Tithe o make a start, duffer?” Po][y derided -
her. *“We’ stnrted ages ago, and now we are

grinned Téss, . * You've been sleeping hard.” |

“Bai Jove! Mave T weally, geals! -Howevah,
I feel all the fwesher as the mesult of a litile
wepose. Yes, wather?”

-And Paula certainly nipped out of ’be& with -

great alaérity.

.‘Then all ﬁve girls set about opemng' bhe bex. -

“The room. was bright with moonlight, and they
did not need a candle, - ¥eeling per ectly justified
in doing .80, they tned various ‘small keys upon
the cheap lock, . - :

The first four .or. five keys failed. to have any

effect, but then Madge - Minden pmduced one °

‘key that belonged to her music-case,

It ntted. The hasps of the lock turned- back,
the lid was flashed open with eager sw1ftnesa by
Betty, -and then—- : .

“Qhtr - ‘

“ Great goodness "

“Well 7

"¢ Bai Jove '

For the hox was full of eoms'

'I'hls Must Be Solved ! M
ILVER coins!"" exclaimed Betty softly..
.. Half-crowns!” said Paula.
what _a wemarka‘ble collecticn "

. “Vary remarkable,” rejoined Madge drily.
Al the more remurkable, too, if—if. they.. are
iiot silver, after all.”’

“ Just what 1 .was going to say','
Po!!y “ Are they genuine coins?”

. They were not!

“The girls had onli to take each a sampTe of the
half-crowns, - wipe them dry—for -they were wet,
of course, after immorsion in the wel Il—an
- -examiné them .closely, -to, know for certain ths.t
they were a spurious make,

Tt was a discovery that left all five gu']a too .

_astounded for -speech,

Amazing enough, if they Had merely ﬁshed up

from the well a box of bad. coins whose owner-
ship they did not know; but that was only half
the case. -

- This box—they knew that it had belonged o iR

thelr own ' prefect, Myra Marshall!

~They knew that it had been in- her possesmon :

- -prior to the fire at Morcove School. - -
" This was the box that she had fetched away
in ‘secret. from. the burni-out' building at “dead

- And what aboutall the-bad money that was in
“cirenlation in the- district? What about all the
talk ‘of coiners being at work somewhere in' this

. quiet “world "of Nort Devon? -

- Tt iz terrible!” . Betty 'breathed at la.st aofﬂ{
“closing the lid of the box. *“Did Myra Marshal

.. simply. find a hoxful of ‘bad coins by chance, and
feel tempted to use them by degrees?”

¢ Qpr—" suggested Polly, with a deep breath.

“ Y, put in Tess, in a_ whisper, *‘that's
another question.  Js .Myra Marshall - absolutely
associated with a gang of coiners?”

“A  Moreove’ ﬁn:l—-a. prefect !’ murmured

. Madge incredulou “One "of a gang of
soiners! Oh, surely, it is 1mposs:b]el

* Bai Jove, I twust sol!” s]ghed Paula.

Howevah—""

" What are we to do!? That‘s the pomt," Betty

broke out gravel g .

“Po?" It was Polly who a.nswered so promptly.
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" the fireplace, and hid it up the

. wife !

‘“Bai Jove,

bma.thed :

A box crammed with bad half—cmwnst'

~Every Tueszay

“ 8ay nothing to anybody fO’r the present
quiet about our find—"" .

s YBE—"_ .

tee ' And carry on.”

A pause fo}Iowed Polly’s bold auggestlon.

“You mean,’ ’\fIn.dge broke out at la.st © carry
on %r—mve»stsgatmns? ;

€3,

Kosp

Betty suddenly took up the box, carned it to
imney.:

“ Polly’s right,” she said decisively, * Whether
Myrn. Marshall was only in chance possession o
the coins, or whether she is actually in league

with their makers, is & pomt we had better clear
up hefors we breathe a word to anyone. Another
night; girls—" .

“ Well they questioned, as-the Form »abtam
pa.u.sed i

“ Another night, perhaps, -we can_follow upv—.

- not Myra Marshall,” said Beté with slow 1m-
ar

pressweness, " 'bul; Michael ray and hlg ‘

[EXD OF THIS WEEK'S smm] o
Slowly but surely Betly Barton and hor-chums

. are piecintg together the clues that will enabls them

to solve the mystery connected with Myra’ Marshall. '
Neéxt week’s jong complete Morcove story is-en=

titled :
“MYRA MARSHALL’S FEAR e .
Don’t miss reading how Betty joins action with

- Wiichasl Carnay and his w:ia There are surprising
. happenings at the o!d Priory.

The reproduction of
next weok’s cover, given below, illustrates only one
¢f many thriling. incidents- that occur. rder
your copy of THE SCHOOLGIRLS’ OWN Immad!- ]
a.taly and make sure of obtaining it.

Next Weel's gw_e,; =

ORDER YOUR COPY NOW!



