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Have you tgld your Fr:ends about these Splendid School Stoues 4
They wxl} thank you if you do so!  _:: )

b MYRA MARSHALL'S FEAR!

A

vo - e nl . .
s . 3-

A magnificent new lontr complete story .of the gu'ls of
- Morcove School telling of strange. bappenmgs in their

" 'eyes ‘upon the new day.

; 19
) e Bv
' " aThe Wtwk Muat Qo On Y '
HE chilly ‘dawn of &n autumn mornin el
just bremking upon -the hushed wor of-

orcove, .
‘A~ moment  since Myra Marshall had gwen a
fittle sigh of deep dejection as she opened Br
Now ehe wag: Lyi
hrer bed "in this comfortable room "ab~the Pno .
‘»"Iookmg vory httle xefreshed aftm the _night's
rest o
Tt _was. ok _yat - time to geb up.- Sﬂenca “still
‘brooded over &e ‘whole - house, ‘and_ it would be' 4
- another. hour yet bofore the gangle-mn 6" of..
“first bell” was follpwed. " by “all- the ant’

. commotion of gome fori:_y girls' hasty dressmg for ~

anotlier day of school life. “

SD this older gu'i who, by rlght of her poql'.mnl
‘a3 ‘a_-senior - and rei had "a bedroom to

" herself, might weil duwe tuméd over to snatch . .

a.nother wink Or two of sleep, Sha eex‘tmnly»

“good in noed of it.

Anstead, sho sat up in bed, gave another sigh
,ll;lmt was very. much like a moan, and swept &

“'hand across her brow,

' Then she yawned—not the ynwn of g:ri
* maturally snd 'plessantly reluctant to_lesve a 50
warm bed on a very nippy -morning, but “the

“avith” anxiety. -

She threw back the covemngn and stepped down

- bun -to the - flcor, all in a listless -fashion,
-Machanically - she performed .her ablutions and

’ ,draesed herself; domg evarythtug thh 3 good deal

of gealth, -

- Not a soung, mdeed ‘had she made to disturh -
* dny other mmabes of “the great old house by the
- “time ghe “Was ready. to pass’ from the room.
BMoodily she stood atthe window, which had heen

“-open all night “to the fresh: ‘breezes of - North -

-Dovon, sseeming -to ponder the wisdom of a

" . cerfain &tep she nwas inclined to take, A nod of

'-the ‘Head - at 1ast: marked -her declaxon .and’:then -
a o %ip-toed &cross ‘to the door,

Not a sound as she upened that door and stole
out into the corridor.” On tip-toe still, as she
went down bhe stairs and along some back pas-
sages to a rear door of the. house, Really this
girl's oonsldermon for people in the place who
were still asleep-was most creditablet -

Or was {4-simply a case of her having something

4o do with- graat secrecy, hefore anyhody else -

. 'wag about? "

... - ¥or, -even “when - she had silently drawn lm:k
tho bolts' andhad slipped out into the open air,
,ste@l*hi’*eas still marked her every movement,

"* branches;

5 f.qrmshed ye

oswn.
yawn of one who has been awake half the night -

- scemed tp have kept all the spirit of youth

cemporary quarters at the Old Priory.

‘MARJORIE STANTON

Glancmg this way a,nd that m g!.ulf fashlou,
- ghe darted to_cover in ‘one of th rubberies
“which: were the main’ féature tie ma.nalona

lorfﬁlnegtacbed grounds.:

o' Suh - was® breaking out thrumgh the silvery

clouds; * birds “were chorusing amongst - tho
the keen air wasz- invigorating, ‘But

“Myra: Marshall was a3 heavy: Ileaa,rteg and pervous-

looking @s ever by the time she had picked hee -

way-toa haudsoma lodge ‘standing ]uﬁ& msxde the -

main atawa K

“;or ing rmmd to tﬁlg back door shs ra.pped

T'.hsn sho hfted the latch and walke& in, for the
door was only on_ the latch. {
“ Mrs. CGarnay!” ehe caIled softly. Cfan
“Above the stairs a bedmom door was opened,
and & voice responded silkily:
“ Vou, Mlyra, at this unearthly hour !” o
“Yes, | I'm sorry if I &have d;sturbe& you,
bub—-—l—'—"
.b ol Oﬁ. lh is a.II ugﬂlti
e dow
8o M T8 passad into a sibting-room that was

com{orlmbl
551¥, wmtmg

-have a word with you?

Oune moman‘t ‘and I'H

»about. restless for the lady 40 oome

now tlm voom should have been ﬂoodeid i
morning sunlight, but rollerblinds were

ith

drawn down at the windows, and they wers of

dark green bolland, keapmg the place in desp
gloom, ‘
- (eomy and: ochilly, indeed, as . the- atmosphera
bf what should ocerfainly have been a ‘bright,-
-little home; -and perhaps that.wis’ why a -
_aimm't suddenly ran throu§h the achoelguL

hen someons with a t step 3
garments cotild be heird escendlngM e glairs,
and .next moment the woman called Mrs, Ga,may

1dmﬁ into the wroom, "
. oll, dear?* she greeted Myra winningly.
Tha ab  all,
althow éverything ebout the a. who oon-
fronted her was most inspiring. a.ng grage:
ful, her sfately figure draped & ouh. by a digwing- -
gawn of brilliant character, Mrs,
personality that might ba sxpected - o ba‘
gloom from any hieart. Bhe was a wom

rirl's face soarcely . bno-htenad

0

‘her hair had kept its beantiful leour—-t

ripe corn. Her smile was-the’ sweotest. :
 Parly - birdI'? she lwvhed at Myra, © I{ow

often had you. knocked i the - door, my: dear,

without my, hearmg yout” -
- Only ‘once—'".

se Be:jn_llv*? ‘Rather Wondcrful,‘ fhen,’ .v.-as‘Mr's.__ .

.

cand there  drifted . - :

and tra‘lmg‘ El

Carnay's Whi 8 =

E nf :
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light nommmt.;“ Consxﬂermg :I' id

geh o bej uniil-four ;in -the  maofning; :i

_ wonder -1 was not sleeping like the” dead!”

. She. a.ddeﬂ; scanning the: gizrlls: jacer

C . Yoy, . -missed.
mght oy degr.”
4T was' agés

ur - bmsty sléép Ia.st"

ng . to. gleep— :
Jledged My d: even when:. 1' ﬁui'get off at.
Jash, I— Oh, I have had a wretched tmje :
- alie ether " she ‘exclaimed m1sera.bf
= ity ¥ said Mrs, Carnay. softly, |
j '%'he.e any real ~reason: why. ;you shouid
- fidgetyt”

{ acknow- :
&7 - ﬂ

¢ 80~ .

. Yes; Mrs. ‘Carnay, there §s.?.
Myra, ﬂa.shed ba.cl(: the - anawer in glea‘t agltu-a

' ,tmn

* Mrs, Carnay,” 'she saxd exmte A

- .66 ‘how Wé can. possﬂa]y go ‘on miteh’ onger with-

E \outi being found out. I suppose.

- . shfe gz could be when you and your husband were -
» renhng this ladge and the Priory xtself Wwas stand-

- ing empty,
- ghe £’ew a desep breath

©o % When that fire mecurred a't Mgrcove School - She
-and some: of the girls had to be: uartexed at the_ :

)f‘.;om

fnghtfn!‘y risky,” " she

: Pnbg, i made "ﬁxm

0yng, gmm: u,” Mm.
ith ‘an.atry shrag, - My hushand and ¥ /
-annoyed;: of course, to see 4. paick “of sehooi- ‘
. gfg gaddesity dumped déwn into the ‘mansion froni |
i, . Buf -we talked things over, my dear,
: a,m éﬂe decidéd that those same giris need not put i
etuo—lto the work,”

ﬂarnay- ‘

e
"*Eou ‘think my hushand and I'are too darm ?"
Hﬁ;f, vriay. shrugged again, and emiled, = *.
t;g::fmﬂ\; aTe inbi; c«pw;a.rfs, !z{y:a, ﬁymg m-bo 4

LYo g ;
¢ W!'b‘ ﬁwm * -
%You' do not mahs& the fu?! extent, ‘of the i Ui,
wrhat doitig, was not. to transpire but he'lodked

&mgar, . am. sure;’” Myra smd stﬂ! as agitated ag
Lo over, “Ssme of those gxrls ike notliing bétter
" . than'to-play detective. g Tet them pick up a

‘clue 0t g0 that soems o indicate a mystery, and

S théy are néver happy until they have solved it. -

%6 is Betty' Barton, for msta.m'e, the Fomth

i AE‘nrm ‘eaptain—r".

Ok, yea! T have' ma:c'te friends mib ithiat girl.”
v R er ‘chum, Pally ]
aré %19 ca, teqn s grea.best friends.”?

§ ,{‘hm  pied; . . . pe A s )
: }gm furned 1o :ﬁ:de ﬁ- heme—ﬁ e mnmr, and'

" fiddled with her hair.
Hym stood r:garémg her for a Jon, ?- mement
seeming o - What a wonderful woman

g, - yoﬂ are, indeed:t ‘Certeinly charming encugh, out-

" wardly ;- as- ‘nice before the world af targe as you
; rmg iy -séeret.’
Now, tell e, the woman went on soothingly,

L hat etg is. the cause for alarm, Myra dear?
[ i

8 S
no,” the.: senior . sehela: answared after
thmimﬂg deeply for an instand. “Guly, you have
~ asked me to prevent
‘ahont the mansien oo much, and I warn:you—1i

feel T must warn: yeu—xk s o hard fask for me to

y. ouk,”?

ki eif? O that allp? . K

L It 44 "not ‘all, .by any means,’ sxghed Lkm’ .
. ;tgmugh I can hard v put the rest inte wor 2 All
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C % “I E‘Eé‘”
_gravity: ¢
- said - jmpressively,

. . occupation of the
e “;But i ab

.and I are faced thh the. neeemiw ot g

¥ expressmn

v W dont

e 5o’ don’ ¢ look so jumgpy P Mrs. s
-you think it wa_s om of your ubu_qmt.mzﬂ schoo&gul S
: hag.!%ard look. of 1 ear,
-.a few minutes the whole ‘schoal——""'

' "hus’bami

g . Evenl’ Mrs,- Cam ¥ mude - that amoot‘h' S
ite temark he* “husband garme éhmug " frg ;
eaﬂy hour;™ and -

n_a Tagtory or workshop,

- clothes; h's hands were ‘ﬁmld
501

-if 1% had
m:bon—sevem} gu-la mho‘ £

“mecount-of. thosg -other

nt from those guds timt nhey 3
them from poking and prying . -

'e'seri mg'ht l

V18, 1t Eeems fngﬁ&uﬂy nsky for y ’a nd

' Every Tuesday

M Carna to be——gu: Qn with ‘the work—]ust :
- a8 Nsual— -hose girls are. ail. aver the piace _
Mirs, Carmy nodded. . ;B d
And” thien, " wi the gt slgn ﬁi S
Now, I:sten to e, "Myra . dear,” she” . .
¢ ' is-po. doybt that it

tter it fhe  work: could . -

have been stopped during  th girds? temimra,ry

Prigry, Bnt mnstéad :

le o go slow - ior the time hems:, m "fhnsha«ni_ ] z "

wonld have been worl&s

{ast as possible,” = _
 Because” Myra hmteﬁ wﬁh s fnghta‘ned

“ Yes, because the. time is. mt far nﬂ" when we :

'_'may ha,ve to-clear out—and very. guickly, too! Bo - ;
.quickly, that we shiall: not, have- tims to get our 7
ings. weore as - - thi

ings' away,” M.’ Carmay sdid, nodding impres- ~
sively. - In cther words, iy dear, we myst make . -
all the stuff -we ean whilst we caﬁ, talnng our -

chance with your precidus schoelgirls.’ g,

Mysa Marshall chafed her cold hmﬂs tveegethel.‘ L
was still & prey to ferrible uncasihess, and.
somie murmur. of a:mrm:ir would have come ™ - -
r, but nﬂ at ‘once a.foo a’-ll sounded-pn the
-garﬁen path, - ;
V “ Ah .-thers m my hus’band—oniy my huﬁ-band 3
Carnay sand,

_detectives?’ - =
The derisive” remark ?aﬂed to dlipel Myra 8 I

1 had better go,’ sﬁé quave:'ed has

Ok, ycm must wait and Yy gmd-mormrrg to my'f '

just like a man returning: from _some mght slnft o

 His gentlemanly _appeardnee’. wis &itoﬁether i
absent at preserit.” He was.~in old;- workiwdrm
rimed ‘with the toil that‘
¢l him; hiy me -face logked as
expoxed Yo' the heat of a fumace

" Myra—em At. this -time “of day!’. He ef:.

had éng

_claimed; : with J‘aﬁt ‘the -same nonchalance . that’

5+ hi§ wife possessed, . ‘“ Well, young lad;y and what"
bxinﬁlyou ere? ; You: ]abk wufieas

- +¢Bhe 1 ‘unessy—iar - .asy, put-jn - Hxs. o
" Carnay, lyih - elight ™ tience; “ Al om

rie of course. Ti they
had given a hint thiat 1 ;mspeebed somet}ung,.; v
it WOu}d be different; buﬁ-— R
y_had not hinted at anythmg llkﬂ tlmb—-—
N he ‘broke in, regarding. Myra keenly. - -+ -

-n-not? . was the _samg feeble mswer aa L
_be;o% i "gm—g o
‘' Wel 8t 0’} ou get Imttm ,' M m,
The said - ]oéolly e wﬁi‘ ba. sl right § - y :
T Myrathimks the ik
g h to geb “wrk:
finished,” W&s e q;]?e'l; re;omdet- “Btop? ‘Nol

I have put in a fine Big shift’ during the night. - '
Let mé-get on as well fo , another wegk——7 -
** Another " week i” Myza, Wﬁt‘kmg :

“ And tho g:ﬂs all tha %}ma——” ‘: L
£ The gu‘!s wont “be a- troubls . ae Iong 28

,‘.':' .
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they keep lo their paz{ of the mansmn," ‘Michael
Carnay -said ca

¥ ;
Ho furned: aside- to put amay an electric bo;’uh ‘

whmh hehad been carrying in ong “hand,
- *¥es, quite & fine night’s woik,” he resumed,
nmkmg mbo a-low chair with a slgh of weari-
mess.” ““8o now,
M‘ym will' you stay?”
) Oh, - no,
Was Just saymﬁ -to your -wife—I ought to get
baok to the house at once, Flrsty bell: will
be going in a minuls, and them—" .
. 8he was msking o flustered movément towar(is
the passage - whilst she spoke. . Checking for a

- moment, she spoke a hasty  Good-bye for the .
Cand - stepped on towards *the‘

tesent, - then!”
ook dom'

" Mys. Carnay fo!!o“ed her, to give her a aor('.

OE last ¢ cheét-up "' glame, au%
. back into the “sitting-room,
. playing about her lips.
[ % Absurd of her,’. she remarked seom.ul[y,
“fo be in such.a stew! I am perfectly certain,
. Michaol dear,  we. have noﬂung to fear flcm
.. those sc choolfellows, of hers.”
o ¥0f course not!". he-

a smile of ccmtempt

agreed hghlmg
igarette. < A mere parcel of schéo
CAnd he blew a cl oud of smoke: befem hlm and

laug 1ed

How W!II Tlus Journey. l-:ml ? EW:

ALLO, Betty! 8o you are up. ahead 148
 “XYes, Polly sy
3 “ Whnﬁ_aori; of a mnrnmg 1s.i n
T Oh perfectt’ . )
gt 50 urrah’" vy
. % Yes, v&a,lah&r'” Paula Uteei agmed

.. and rubbed het eyes:

& top, you ‘geals! U feel w ‘emarkably ‘wefweshed

.' 1N Oh
oonupa.nL of this particular. bedroom, a3 she: sud:
* I detily sab .up -in .her bed:

gt ity afan&mg, fally dresaed at “the
- open. winde : &

+ L% What'a, the . 13
“ Somﬁ new »atent

rou

" Ahe - window,  her gaze . still
Taansioh: grounds;

“'the artist yon set up:to. be,Tess dear, ‘you -would
“have been doing the same thm tast half-hour,” &

- Instead of which,” said Pollv ‘the . madcap,

makmg a sudden 1ush and stnppmg “Tess's bed

of all its oavarmgsémyou won't get ux? untﬂ”‘

- you_bre made. tot
¢ Polly: dea

- %0ut of. it “Paulal:

0] mth you, Pauia

Shat P

e % Polly, claah don't; . }ou begm anothah da_y,- bjr'

strugglmg to .
retam the. blunkets which Polly was meaning 4o

G - being fwivoloug ! pleaded Paula, .

i rob’ or Df TG W27, Polly - deah; .
o
% Out of bed t-hen*

'the beauties of the' ‘raorning {

Wayi
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‘her bed aud stretched hersel

what . about sofne " breakfast? . Polly— like 2 log

‘room- got as hot as ever'in the pight.”

" hot,"” ‘agreed Tess.
then turned.

gnrlac—bah %” o

. rather S
dm:wsdy, and _perhaps hardly - knowing - whaf she’ °
. Wa3 saying,.es she heaved over in her.warn, bedf.' i

ci *Bai Jove, T've slept 111:?,

‘look . at Betty1": - exclaimed ona “gther .

This " was Tesy Tre:
ne y&arﬁi’ ‘Tess “seemed to_ be amazed-‘at the

v k J..". A STBAHGE G%STUHE 1
od- upon’ ihe..
that . wers: spread bgfore har m .
ho bright'light of ‘early morning: . -

Beiﬁ.y, however, kept hcr sentmel—hke &tlﬂtude.-'

5“ Betty's all ng'ht " said - Madge Mm&en,w-

nding o olangom oi ﬁ:st bell. by

" springing” ot “of bed, - B‘he iy only drinking:- - g
in the' beauty of the morning. And if you were

IaooL qhafp, amd dmnk m s

437
. %Y would much. waiher dwmk nice cup of
ten, bai Jove!” gighed Paula, ¢ E[omnh—-—m‘
ly arose from -

And, very reluctanily, she Pr
y&wmng the wbite.

* Yeos, gea!s, I slopt wema,rkably well." ‘

S ¥ou slept as {'Ou always do pleep,' teased .

ear you snm'm

“ Polly deal, Igdb]ect to your waferm to my-

mode of fwespum{wn a8 suorwing,’ I:‘wia,

starting her morning (oilette, ‘
“ Well, anyhow, you slept like a toF emd Liow

you coulcl, I don't kncm, said- P ly ““ The
“Ve3, it did. I woks wmp, feeimg ever 30
© “But L felt just too lazy

0" get up and start any mtreshgst:csns._ After

Mighgel .
LCaknay

entered the room whers MyraMarshall and |
. -hle.wile werd. . He was.woaring. ovéralls, as

P :-.thmmh he had just returned:from a nlght o, ¥

sh it ina lactory.

alI we gol; very excited -our’ ﬂrst mght n.f t}m‘ :
“ind fried to ﬁnd out” where ‘the heab was

dhert” .. . # T

at ‘did our mveshgauom lea.d to!"

that :
ukad’ -l?ol{y. * ¥ou, Betty—anawer‘ You al:e L Y
“in" & dream. i i

this morning."
Then Betty turned round at the wmdow
“Xam not in & dreai, she amiled.
something to' make. me. feel vory ‘mirch a,wake
whalst you girls were. still snoozing.” - :
"¢ 0h ! Polly. 'remarked her “brows golng up

% My word ! ® ‘you_ edn Yo say- that you have "
: taken t?he.“ om ﬁ‘ step farther altea.dy t.lua e

: 74 I" - ‘
"I‘eil ua, B‘ettyl' ple&ded TM 'w‘lu'st Mnugq
mutmured to the same effect.  © We may like our

$lalt & diite tinien T thonlt <

e L. ed qmckiy Wy 3l:.ihm.k I awoke in l:he mght, q.nd I could. always

-

PEVEEE



. Marshall, for 2 certaint;

L

© Guess?’ said Betty .

. stood

h .&::p_ exclaimed,

" Redgrave, leavitg behind~four girls W

438

bit of nonsense talk, bub . if there is any—any
-dévelopment——-" 1
** Yes, wather!” w ) o
"And Betty, as she came away from the window,

- found hersek quite surrounded by the four chums

- who were her fellow .occupants ‘of this- bedreqm.

4T want to tell you at once” shé said, in a_
- Jowered -tone. | Girls, when T chanced to - wake

up in .advance -of you just now, I ihoPEed out of
bed to see- what the merning was like. T -was
. standing ai the window, looking -all ever -the
grounds—" . .
“ And suddenly—"' prompted Polly,
| "“Quite right! Suddenly T saw. a thing’ ¢hat
‘startled me.

" But, Before any of -her chums: could do that,
‘there e¢ame an interruption which made them
grimacs. resentfuildy. : : i ‘
The bedroom door was tapped by somebody
who wanted to enter. - il ‘
“ And it is Myra

** Oh, bother!”” fumed. Polly.
1 .
* 8he was wrong there, iowewer. e .
3 ey could -have done without an interrupiion
thern, - with Betty -6n _the. 'point

* of any sorf éx‘z:t 1 ] )
“of making that - thrilling disglosure, But: when '
they opeped the door and foind that it was

Miss Redgrave; thieir popular. undermisfress, who
revealed, their- annoyance passed.

‘Miss Redgrive was just about as mach liked
=!;{ the Fourth Form as Myra Marshall was dis-
Jiked, which is saying & good deal! X

“Ah, here is a girl who has hinished dressing,

and my- exrand for me!” Miss Red-
smiling, as she took note of
eity, Barton, You won't mind, - Betty?’

"4 A rin before brekker, is tfiat jt7” the Form
captain retufned eq.g‘erg. “0Oh, I'm ready for
that! A morning like this!” - ‘ ’

‘“ As far as the old school and back.” .

“Yés,- Miss Redgrave. I shall love it ! .

“Phank you, Betty dear; I am so glad,” the
youig Jady declaréd, in ‘a tone of relief. * Come
along, then, and I'll explain the reason for your
errand.”’ | ! -
" 'With ' that, the youthful mistress twrned back
i€ the passage; and Betty only lingered 4 moment
-to passa disgréeet word to. her chuims. )

“T must tell you- afterwards! You know—
what I saw from the window!” : ;

Then she was hast 3

ho can do

away Hy -reggirt -Aliss

at one another and: grimaced

ruefnlly.
“Jost as_ iwe were -gelting to_the exciting
part;” mumbled Polly. “¥s like one of those
-serial stories in the weekly papers.”” * o
~ Betty, meanwhile, had
. grave in that young lady’s .own private room,
where a cup of tea was waiting to be poured out.

T didn’t méan to let you go off withoutsjust *

“one oup and. & biscuit;,”” said Miss- Redgrave, when

“ghe had. gives the Form captain a seal at the .
drink. that, Betty, whilst I -
¥ 3 ) “-porch;

- table. .“ You. can
am explaining.'’ N
1t provad to be & very. simple. errand," after
_aii, that Betty was to perform., = -
Heve at the temporary querters of -the Fourth
‘and Fifth Forms there was urgent need for
-eertain things which had been got cut of Mor-
cove School. by salvage men since the night of .

e fire,

Miss Redgrave had a long list of thingsw
~were required as soon as possible, andBetty's
fnstructions were 10 {ake this list to the officer
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‘cup_and jumping up ready to be off,

‘rejoinder,
And what do. you ‘think it was?
: . jeurney overnight.

" way to dismiss the girl witl

< a8 the%

‘Betty had visited the -dear

- breast when ’
.ing this moming.. And- now, whilst she stood

_I’tigke(l %

“to .
level grass that had been- thie: scene of many a ..
histofic maich, and to-day they were a dumping- -

to attend Miss: Red- . zyound for goods brought away from the half-

~genial response.
“‘early. to. get here at this hour. Comie from the
. Priory, have you?? :

taining the list.

Evety Tuesdgy

in charge of the burni-out hue.ldmg . so- that that
worthy could have the desiréd articles rummaged
‘out; and -sent. over during the wormidg. - -

* Right I said Betty, setting down th_reI ?;nptyt*
4 '+ oe
a bike, .and be over to Morcove and back in a

My . oy : ,
“Oh, you needn't be as: ;;ﬂnek ds all thatl”
]a.ugheé the misttess, * Take your “own' time

- coming back, anybow. You will be excused morn- -
.ing school, dear.” i

“ How jolly! 1 didn't expect that treat? . -
“You will have earned it;” was the smiling -
“Miss Massingham will be ‘“very
pleased when 1 tell her that I found yoh up.and "
dressed, just g8 if you had- been warned for the. -
i Good-bye, dear!” ’
Miss Redgrave was,-s’sopl;:jng- short in the door-

- that affectionate word -
and a little wave of the hand, Betty .looked -
behind her as she ran to smile good-bye, and so -
they parted, onty for a couple of howrs or so,

both imagined, and enly because of such -

a simple litile errand! - - . )
But—ah, what a time of frightful anxiety was
io elapse—what strange, th,nllin.Bg‘ happenings
there “were to be before ever Beity X

bright eyes looked into Miss Redgrave’s again!

Unseen Eyes Are Watching.
“ ALLG—hallo, there! Coo-eel
body about?’ :
That was Beity Barton's challenging
ery, some. {ifty minutes laler, as she stood 4n.the
porch of “he burnt-outscheolhouse on Morcove’s
breezy “headland., .
It was not the firet iime,

Is any- -

b){ anf means, that
dear old place since the
night of the fire, - She had becompe -decustomed to
{he sad sight of the once handsome- building in
ita present state of devastation! But hardened

to that sight? Not ) . ) ;
As sharp a sﬁa.n% .a8 ever had shof through her
e first glimpsed the ruined build-

there in the porch for an answer to her

. walting
call, 519 sighed sadly over the fate whick had .

befallen  the school she loved so dearly.

It was all very well to yemember that the

-work of vestoring the place was to start in:a day :
. or 60, and that contractors had- promised to have .-
- the -‘school ready  for i :
. Chiistmas holidays. - But tlhis did not make ‘the

re-opening  aiter . the
calamity of the fire axiy: less-deplorable.

aze all over the old playing fields—acres of
she was

‘ruined building. A sad eight—yes, and

‘heaving ancther big sigh when her keen hearing .. 3

pieked,pﬁ the hollow . siep of someone treading . -

heavily through ihe. otherwise lifeless place. ., )
1In a few moments she was saying good-morning -

to a man i uniforni 45 he'came forth from the . .

miss.“te be  sure!” was -his

Nice morning,
“And you must ha’ been, up

a smiling. yes, and roceeded

Beétty answered
handing over the envelope con-.

to business by

[ to #ay,. please, if you could gef
any of those. things on the list sorted out. and -
sent over {o {he Priory it would be a great help.”

“1 wag -asked

.

arton’s - ¢

Betty- stepped . away -from the blackened poi-éh y o



wape}m
- was the.hearty .wpiy

ng‘ht you sre, nuss,
ot tell ‘whoever sent

_'“I’lt ged--to. it at owce,

:. o £ Th
. the good fema :horiest ‘eyes. Then, I'll be off -
back at. once on:my. “bike. . Good-mormhg"’ 256, e
“ "Morning, miss !, - - ;
] Betty ‘hag. -16fther. cyola propped agamst “the.
.sf»em of - an “elm-tree-in’ - corngr the plsymg
: - o

'-mg a.‘bouft m the . “saddle: %nst ‘48 “she - req,c ed 'th&
68 Bay. araweli to the -

-"I‘;hen, gammg the open -
along ab s nice ‘aven’ pace, the ing

- pafling. her glossy - hair sand fmmng a. 'faoe thﬂ!»
wad just. s little. grave, - . -

- Whatever . Jrer & oughta rmy hwﬁ been Esr
. time they seemed -to have mo: CORDection ; mt:h
* this" homeward ‘spiv . to the!-Priory. By am g
“however, she slowed - down

road, :ghe. padall,

[ her mind had - dictated a x'eduﬂed spoed; .
< oAnd ab last, when' she wes insight of- th
n -the” woods—as the -girls : dibbed: Eheir, i
shxft qnarters—Betby .even dmmoun
“wilked” on;wheel - machine. - —
: fore - her- lay ti\a wzn&mg,, downhu!! -road- t0

and -just imagine. 'Betl‘fy -pissing the chance of &’
ggmous ‘free-wheel epirr. all the Test.of -the. way
“homa! < Bub that is just what. ehe’ did. .

- : For . gome - grave -enough -reason, 0o, d-
denl“y turned off the descending roadway, taking
*hér ‘machine - with her along 2 mers beaten trm
gmiongst . the trees‘, €

Y zigrzag fashion this woodland path ied her
down _the. wooded’ slope
Ptiory "grounds.” Bo, instead of coming

“tg, ‘the

Mr.. gnd Mis.* Caitia g lived, she- fmmd h
rlast 4t -8 long-disuse garden gate, -

+" Botty managed to oper -this,’ a?thou h
-fasténing: pr
fier m
iapd o

oved: an awful. trouble.

t some overgrown- |
the “cycle and went on agal‘
B 1 };eeri

", ebrtain d:rechon wiih the al
avotd ‘being - seen. :
-] am:sure I can mnnuge 1t +:she
. murmuted to heiself;-* because -all- the: glrls wﬂi
- “have gone “into schiool by now, How fine if I can':

have &' suill greater discovery to tell. Pole and

he others “about later oni".. -
fin_the ‘centro ‘of .4 ~very jurgle- oE old aver:
‘she stood. at -a loss smidenly, but she gob: .
er dnecuon again by the sun's posrtmn anct

e on, every step a cantious one.

: n ~game: 8" bit -of -open - ground, - which™ she
= ly sped ' aorosy after ma.kmg quite surd that
e ahe would "hof * be seon,” The “sharp run ‘carried
* her to another- shrubbery,.and into this she

e penetrated-. skilfulty, auddenly ‘emerging - upon & .

ers the tall grassl was all

't 7 tiny. open.spaoe Wh
tmm;vied abott, -
Lo v Bt it was: not entnely ra.nk

rass that. met the’

" gye here, . Two quick strides, and Betty was stand: -
~ing close 16 & Blab. of slone whidh; she: ‘happene&

- to know; coversd’ the mouth of a well. e ¢
o “ Now, " she' whispered - excitedly, - © * wé gnr]s

Ewund the slab-easy gnough to raise when -we came .
) togather,_ why sl ou!dn‘t i h{t b up, a.nd

THE SCHOGLG!RLS‘ OWN

L know" you are- leading -a bit of-a make- ..

._TBetwty crxed smlhng lback ‘into . .

-'gort “of counterwmght ‘to- make: it -possible for one
Ybrepze.

; enough

'appnmnt. ‘reason -for. slowing, as-af some.idea 151_

b N h:aarm
H 'Iolmg:e in- the bushes’ _round a.bout famt. ﬁhough

ttha wooded- hoflow.in which: the. old Priory stmd i

-’Eesg: than’ twelve ‘hours: ago.

0 to the outsklrts of - the -

"main- entrance, ‘with its stately little lodge wharz -
Cato

ne ‘through the-old gatewa.y, ansi ‘thén -
aurels -with ‘it -brea{hmg' was ' faintly: uudli’:}e.

439
 then 800 it that. lntwﬁ 1de& of, mme in rzght or

--wrong " B
She added  to hewetf us sha bentrbo gmpple

slm’t life' Over, there, and allcredit o you, L'm - with the slab: - s P
. -8ure. Well 0 ay. im!, you. sy, m(‘.ﬁ my . Oh, I.do wonder if tha,t uerx I(’) l:e in the -
+"“~best. res wall_of. the well is aniron door?: nly . let:-me

get- down-to i, and I will' soon: find 6ut, L ib.ds- @
_just. a plate_that was.put in when-the brickyork
was ref;med I shali be able to. telt at once, Bub-
my belief fs—"" .
The exertion’ of raising 'the “alab, chb ked the ¢ -
gxr!s excited | murmurings, . Twicé before’ had
Betty - gone  through - the - task - oi up-er\dmg $he.
stq,ne but' on each of  those occasions ‘had
; chams' with Her to lend & hand,. Nev was.
1 ‘alorie, and; althoigh the stone slab"had ‘some

person” to. raist se it, “she fmmd 1hg task qulte hard

. By the ﬁma the sla.b ‘had been Lurné 'n ht over.
“aipon ‘the. grase, leavmg the mouth. of . thp well "~ . .

" exposéd, to. view, she .way breathless and: shaky.
But dhe hardly- took a moment {0 sleady up.

“Had she done so, from- what dea.d[y ﬁor:l m.:i{’lﬁ' -

hor - keen ,
ingof -tha"

. gha- have been saved just in time!

surel
& I

“had’ paused . a moment or two
would: have ® detected

that tustling was! - § ‘-
" But ‘sheer eagérness to sah!.e{y cuuoxlty folbade. ]
instant’s ‘delay; - In a flash she was preparing =~
clamber down - the - well by nieandsof the’ ;garz sy 0

iodﬂtoldz rwhich. had felt the’ pressure oi har‘

8. previous: descent - of - thie. well gave u}ok :
thé. girl's. movements.-  .Without- the léast
albermg- “of her strong nerve “down—down:she . .
b gan ‘to ‘clamber. : And -all the while she jittle = :
w -how. -2 pair ‘of . oyes; watched Erom ambngat_-
tlle ‘bgshes round _about ! .
= Step by stép—down éhe. wvent, 56 ﬂlaIz her head .
and eﬂ:toulders wete no: X 4

wns A, lon,ger wsibie, tho .

i and then her:feet muld-bé hea’r‘d. sc'x-a’ ,in
on” the 'iron ' footholds, " whilst - even her

ad st[ezme ;nﬁeec; buh“.
“clear som';d hke ﬂlﬂi

Betty Batben mid-wa dcwn '&ha I
ed €0 atrske soundmg bﬁ;ws upon L

OTE wal
_shaft, had pa
.~ shoet of~iron .
Thene. téll-tale soundﬂ awere s!;lll cqmmg fmm. 2 e
we!l ‘when . a' fall figure stole with . catlike tréagd . '~
" #iom amongst .the bughes and then si;oud Nlisten- . .
mf in the. open. . B
1 was &he Y

t‘ﬁguce oE Ml‘ﬂ Uarnay!

' Hafp——-l-'lelp e !
I-D—WA¥ ‘down the- circular. shaft - oE the o!d,
! well' Betty: Barton .was . .spending .some of  ~ -
o the. most t‘.hn!lmg mommis Lhat shy had_-- ;
ever Lnbwu
It was not that Bha felt B.ny “sonse Of pen ;n
.she olung: to-.the -wall by means_ of -the itdn,
horse-shoe “shaped- footholds, .which . were. 88 gooi
. as 0. many tungs Lo 4. varhcal ladder, .. i
. ‘The mere task of d:mbmg down’ the shaft- ha.d seeay
rqved & trifling miatter to a- gxrl 50 ueH !;ramed" RS
am-all forms of athlsties. - .
b excited her was - Ahe @is@ave that. gho™
‘Had? be?en nght in-her: Secenﬂy formed idea ‘that .




-

GBSERVEB §. With a great efiort Beity .
e = *’ Barton succeeded inturn-..

Ing Back the stone slab that covered the : °
¢ . .well. Then she prepared to. descend.

the shaft was something more than a well now in

. disige. : .
. She had clambered down as far as the iron flla.te,‘
and, by kicking against it with one foot, had con-
vinced hersclf that there was a hollow space behind
the gheet of irom. 5 3 “ .
" This; as she realised, would not have been the
casg if the plate had merely been placed there to
prevent some weak brickwork.from falling in.
. - ft is @ door—a small' iren  door, right
- ‘enough,” she was panting to herself excitedly.
- “And if 1 ¢an’t open-it at once, I shall come
‘again.  I'll come - again and_ again with Polly
ﬂﬁd t}l’e others untill wé do manage : to——

* She ‘added ‘a2 delighted ** Oh,- good !’ as she
looked closer ab the crevice between the-edge of
the iron plate and the brickwork. ™ - o
- In one'g}]ace ‘there was -just- room for her to
work her finger-ends in. Bo now for a good try
-at opening’ the secret door! Burely she could
yaairéage, unless, of .course, it was bolted on the
inside, - _ ;
. Firmly she dug her fingers into the crevice, and
{0 Ligr Yoy she was able to hook them round the
'ed%o’ the plate. - Vo '
at_& tug and an outward pull she gave
then! Her position. was a most cramped one, and

she was just aboiit breathless. . Still she tugged =~

and pulled, encouraged in her efforts by the fact
that the plate seemed inclined to open outwards
on concealed hinges. : : :
And suddeni% it yielded, .
. Betly coild have given a panting
“of delight, .. . .. g e
~ The iron plate did not fly round upon its hinges.

ER]

“* Hurg
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‘of blue ‘sky. framed by :the mott

_ tunnel had-been made. W

Every Tu¢sday
Tt opened as inch or two very :st‘i"ﬂy, -qwing to

disuse. But .for Betty to force the door . wider
open by a series of jerks was’'a_simple task. .

" Ho. ab last it~ was standing fully epén-—a heavy

plate of iron, rustier than ever on its 'inner
side, -on which- the. hinges were visible, :
“My word ¥’ panted . the-exeited girl. -
. She. was . already peering . round into _the
cavernous opening in the side of the well which
the iron plate had coneealed. . s X
““ Just 2s I guessed when 1 saw that Mr. Car%z;yi
stealing out” of the shrubbery ‘hefore first .
this. morning,” she. muttered. “I felt sure he.
had come away from the well, and that it Was
a-way.in to some secret passage. And here the
passage ®w!” T . o
. -8hould . she go in -Tight away and explore?.
Ves, was. her daring decision! -She would have
just one look .round inside,.and .50 be able- to
tell Polly and the rest a fine, exciting story of
amazing discoveries when they canie out of morn-
ing- schoolt - : A o
ne glance she shot alof, -seeing only a round
of the. well.
to the.secret opening’

Then she returned her gaze
in ‘the side’ of the shaft, .= - ' .
A tricky busiuess,  shifting oneself from- the

" Jadder-like foothold in the wall into the passage
entrance, -

- But she managed it, her grasp of
the open iron door helping her. In.a few moments -

" ..she was on all fours in the narrow . tunnel,

Quickly her eyes grew” accustomed ‘to the
gloom, and she peered along thé passage. ¥
scemed 1o go in a straight, horizontal litie -away
from the well, but whither did it lead? That
was what Belty wanted fo know—at once! -

She stood up, the crown of her head almost
touching the roof of the passage.. Ugh, it was
not & mice place! It gave one the eerie sensa:
tiori of being in a great conduit bored .through
the earth to carry away vast resourees of water,

All at once she nvas wondering, with a shiver,
if that was really the }ilurpoeé for which the

erever she touched the -
lining of the passage, it was quite dry, All the -
same, she had the horrid. feeling - that 'ab soms -
time or othertthis tunnel which she was tread-
ixﬂ)gt "had been surging with a great flood of icy
watber, - .
. Then, in the dark, she got a x¢al scare, With-
ouf kpowing it, she had turned a bend, and had
come to a place where there were two or three
steps to go down. .She ‘did nob see them, but
simply went, forward and so irgd fupon nothing,
as it-were. o o
Everybody has: had the same experience ab .

knows the

groping darkmess, and everybody. . :
ad that sensa-

awful sensation it confers, Betly
tion in its acutest form. L p

After her blind stumble dhe ﬁot ‘up. with -
a ias.p that seemed to fil} the ‘dark tunnel with .
sigl g

- some time or other,) when go’ingT downstairs in

ing. sounds, - . . o
- %1 must go back!'] she parited to herself. “It’s
not mice.. It may not-be safel - ¥es, Tl turh

‘back now, and some other time we will all come

with lanterns,  Then—-" -
Her breathless whisperings suddenly checked. -
Perfectly rigid she stood, her bleod running cold.
Was she alone in the passage? U R
, Surely that was a slithering step she had heard
fust then! The siealthy footfall of someone else
gliding along the same 'passageway which ehe
had followed! -

.Taking a grip 'u'p'o-n hexself, she moved to go



si;oo&) low ‘to avmd a!‘.ukmg the roof vmh her. -

" answer.

-

Twopence
back. Shakily she mounted: the few - shallow’

* . .. stepy, and went a pace er o towards the -bend.

QOrnce round ,"-and - she - would be.able o seo
tho rest of-the .wa.y to™ the passage-entrance, -
But -what did she ﬁnd in_ i.he mtam tlzat she
tumed the corper?
he - found an a.uvancmg ﬁgure obscumng tlae
Eee'ble ght from - the mouth of the tunnel. Her
eary had not decewed her ;ust now. - Someone
olsp' wag here! -
- A woman—s ‘woman so ta[l tharl; she: h&d to

» Every mstmct Betty possemscd mada her feel.
- that this vague figure was no Iriendly, one; Bul

each had séen the other, énd the only thmg‘ to
do mwas to apeak,

% Hallot"™ Betty- forced herself ‘to sny, as. if. she .
were only p!eaaant!y surpmsed

e Thxs—thls is a

She came on'

queer place, isn't it?"
The  woman . did not answer.

5 % 5 élewiy and steadily, and alI at once the gul

rao? nise C:h v bt

ra. Carnay! . ‘
R am Mrs Garnay—yes, came the hollow
g, And you—you are—-""

know You remember speaking to me?

The' alarmed girl was. merely. talkin ﬁ s 85 to
appear unsugpicious and -ab ease. the mne
,.sewaaﬂu mgd rately:

* This is & woman T must get away from, - She

. i3 ‘mixed up.-in the- mystery 8he -and her. hus-

 the atrugghnﬁ .girl a prisoner,

“In-vain!

band, they have been using this secrct passage.
for some purpose -of their own!”
. And eyery msbam} the woman was drawmg

- cloger.

. Betty arew a deep bmalh then corwmced that

she was face. to face with a rutl hiess *ae, made &

desparata rush to get pasi. her S

Out -shot the woman’s ionh, slendel

" jaunt !’

!I]
; ﬁ%

" “school to

Betty Barton—one of the séimlars, you

arms, °
‘barring the way. Another moment, and hands that -

‘v
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- And then she was not bac'k frnm Sher - h;tm
grumbied Polly.. “Too bad of Bettyi™

Madge, joining the othors, put in a word in
her usual quiet way: _

“q ‘could have understood . Bel:ty s(:a.ymg the -

.whole morning over at the ‘old school if it had

not been that she -had something pa.rbxcular Lor
tell us, -But she did seem so eager to make qulta
a thrilling anriouncement up in fine bedroom w:.ea'
weo .were dressing.” .
“ Yes, wather! ‘Without w1shmg o use a
stweng expvession, I say botheh her having to go’
oft like that, bdi Jove! It wag too exaspevwat

Well, she must be coming along, now, said

: Po[!y ‘g0 let's go to meet her.”

The suggestion was scarcely needed. Instme» i
tively "all four’ girls turned *their steps to go

- 'through -the ground towards the main éntrance,

50 - that Betty could be :I'.et returnmg from her
cyce ride.
“But stgpoamg she has gons ‘on from ﬂm old
rncownbe*’: Tess sudde gospeculnted
Bhe may have fallen in with Miss Somerfield at
the sohoo{ and ‘been gnren anoﬂzer urgent erra.nd
to do with the bike.

“ Oh, dont"’ cmed I‘olly “No Beﬂ:y awill

Fom along in time for {inner, and then—then we
shall know what the wonderful thing was that
she had no time to tell us in the bedroom,"

o BET wundel---” Madge began, 5hen chacked

tvere as stromg as they were gracafui were hoidmg 5 o

£ e'lplﬂ
babﬂe free “ Help !

“Then a - violent: ehakmi threw her off her
balance, She eank to her knees upon the p.u.ss

Betty screamed, t-rymg' fo

’ ﬂog‘xi, with the woman- still holding her fast.

" she had no breath.

- grou

tried. to renew her
Instead, the sepulchral plma
‘gave .back the hollow echo of Mrs, Carnay's
pxt:less laughter.

cAnd .with that dreadful laughter dmmng ‘mock-

) -l.ngly in ‘her ears, Beity suddenly. gave out utterly - .
" and was a swoonmg heap upon the ﬂoor :

5 1 Whera is Betty ?
HA’I‘ a welief I said. Paula.
* 'She made, the sighing
moment after DMiss Redgrave had. saad
& Dismisa!' to the whole class,
- It was twelye o'clock,: and xmdday was “the

;very best- time of day out of doors at this.cool

season of the year. -With e rush, most of the
-girls were across to the door, and the next minute
snw them divided u ezi) into the usual chummy
‘a8 they gained the Dpen air,
rolief dld ou 84 exclaimed Polly
Linbon, ]ommg Paula
of the Priory graund “X don't think I ever fels
5% ‘joll_y glad to_be lotr out of achool 1
Diito, here,”” chimed in Téss, ** It was bad
enough - waxtmg for: break to come round, so
that we could get a talk’ wrt!x Betl:y P s sk

shouts for help, bub :mmdtf*

‘remark a.

on tzle weedy gravel drive |

. demanded Myra Marshall. .
golngtomohanuo for spme bad hali-crowns—
g .

'
. i
I
li

'\ ..-rmw_t u

.“

rﬁ//
f"" N/ //

g™ e ft
A DISTURBING ANSWER! “wmer

g
« we' MIBHT b

L

we aren’t,”’ anuwmd Polly- -



e h

: 'struv:k in

herself- at . 1}13 sounri ~voice calling. to ﬁar

and’ hes ‘chums-from -a ],vtie dlstanma behind.- .
.. You girls, where are you off to?? =~ -

- . They faced about; and Polly-

rerentiully, whﬂst Pmﬂa breat] ed: “ Bothah !
The. ow::er of th

Marshall, the

-Form’s  unpopular prefect;. Up she

came to the four’ g1r]s her pale face lookmg as.

. irritable -as ever,:
. *Just tell me ‘where you aie gomg, you g!zls,
slle -requested.- -
Iy, Myra,” murred Madge, -voiging the
s ﬂnerai :esentment at such petty mterierence mth
betf\f “ig this quite fair?”

8 i:ly not keep us all on atrmgs, aﬁd bs - done.

with 1t”’ Polly made bod to mggest

. seom-
. 'ful

" % Yve:a reason for-asking Jou——
““'No doubtb . lyou . have,’ said Tess 'very

_ demurely. In fact, the. Jema.rk Was 80 dentuse as

to . geem to
‘ audden}y went paler than ever.
" What' do_you mean by that"‘” s}le as!xed
& sudden hoarseness i her voice..
ose. Tess. ‘meant just what she qa.trl’

“doubt. -you - havé a -special reason . for Jo
such: a0 eyo npon us _always, Other girls
- Gome i fot such pestermg as e have to put
o th‘h anyhow.’
‘ * That's @)ecu.use I‘ imow what you a.s=e,
e;eé Myrs. -
‘ fter than any of the other gl -
. MOh, that's the aample Teasof, I8 :t?"‘ Tess
ag’ biandlg as before, ‘“Well: all

.yo
""‘ ok wather L. -Howev.
. TO tell ‘you- the truth,” . eaid Po]ly sweetly,

“ig were ‘only going -to meet Betty Barton onm. -
‘way:back from the old school. I‘f you thought' -
g%mg 4o do anythmg very. desperate you

A :

'hﬁr
WY

ren, Myra.”

wewi
o ﬁa’s “do- yoir - mean—desperaha?”  the’ gnl

asked. . ﬁ;he was looking: laded—a.‘il gone o p-. es,
o We might for-

8 nerv reek.
o Ob well i Tally shrugged:
sff o, b -going to.get

- ,ars :not—sae

pnge for some ‘of the

rymg to eover her utter
Mrniul"sllmg,

« ’I‘;aké ijai‘t ehe‘“does

when—a?

s fgh P ,gentureﬂ Madge

not - overkear ust’ -
And-xo ;they kept still tongues for the next

. few rieinents;: walkmg on the whﬂe n:rwards the
: entmmegam i
; “tall you,’” Polly hul io burst ‘out at last,

at Myra's keep-:

M 1’: i3.s grest mistake to think t
B8P3 OB HE 13 sﬁmplgldue o a mistaken sense
'-o£ uty,” Thet: gfﬁigm

mg out-—=on

* Bai Jove, Po]ﬁ ‘are WIgh\‘:r HWevah '
went on Paula, don t }et us twouble about Mywa
at. pwesent, Wheah’s that Betty, is what I'm con-
stwained. to wondgh® .

At t!w’b very mstam Po&ly gave a jl!bﬂl’ﬂt‘

e Har‘k[ I fféar 5 @cle baﬁ-—someoﬂ‘b commg
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. down the road. to ‘the gates. Thai; mﬂ be Beily,
muttered i Oh[ i

N the eyc
e challenging voice iwas Mym ‘

_ on o the roadway, a I
- heping at every : mqmenf: to .sw Béﬂy sklm mta .
- view on her machine, - i &

Yes, wa.ther! Bai -Jove, don’k you k;now-—-— N
& T don't want any. ampudenees’ snapped ’\fl;gm..‘

ave a° double meaning, -and Myra ‘

.wn'h 7

olly ﬂauczly. “ We have, not the Iea.st'_‘_l

ont,

blu,s‘
“ Wity times more. irouble to 1ook

sid,
I know ig you
urself & great deal %or nothmg, Myra

-,})uﬁ 4n’ order again after the fire,” Miss: Massing-
i

"-uamibe exchange sent through some’ wileome’ A
Y line . 4o the old ~school has- beea_. s

4 Pno

wm tha.t are. going mund but we
The © aa&{a ﬁ:ppant -words Teft - Mym atterly
turned -
That muchad; '

. what he had said. .
. Betty. Barton had” turned wp qu:te early. that'
“morning, and had left the kst -with. him, "
had stayed only & few minutes, and had then .
ridden off, hinting that she mgant to rxde straignt" e

. What *

ourly dread of our. ﬁnd | “ocouns. ‘for her mysterioug

.

" Every 'Tiwsdayr

you geel”

Buf it was not Betty.
‘shayp “sprinit towards the

clist was an errand
Hoa'l: Stop a'bit!” P
for he ivas gomng to.turn in bt the scheol gate-
way without. dismjounting. ‘! Ha\-e yml seen &
girl on a bike, coming- along! :

No. The lad was emphatio in hls unswer nhmh

'Ihe fqur gir]s made &

Oes% eni

s.mccmbe

" was to the effect. that he'had not geen & soul - -
. durmg*-!the last two miles of his ¥uh t6 the Priovy. . -

With renewed dxsapgmntment,th drifted out

went forward up the hill.

But ‘she did not ¢ome, -
At one o clock :

dmner, but, ‘still ‘Betty" vas. shsent,

“I can't make it out-,” WS Redg'ruva”ﬂ
comment, - She was eorta] i.g‘wen the ‘morning
off, hut I expected her back 'lo before t}us

What i she doing about her -dinnes
No.news of the dbsentes when he. gtrls got up

from table. And now a general unbasiness set in,
Just hefore fhe muster for afternogn classes, it was -
- known that Miss Masmngham Was makmg uae o& -

the telephone,” - -
Polly and a few others hung abouit” i the. oId.

hall of - the - mansion, -where ,the “telephoné was
" installed,” really - anxious to o8 -what sudeess, 1E'
-any, would atiend the mistress’s-ifwpdiries: :

1IE the telephone “at the old schogl has " Be
ah‘e te -gpea
There was & very trying. wait for her: and “the

girls 'who were'standing by, but af Iast the Barn-.
nEWs,

am - had remarked, “I may be

 with the man in- eharge

restored,” the town  cperator ‘announced,.: ‘“The

bmldmg' contractora had- ;t ‘done’ at oncei. I am;
;putUn you throu%h now.” : ’

amiious wmt.ing', vmh the' .
mstmment all ‘the time-ma ?mer little -
heny Miss Massmgham buéﬁn became

‘.‘- -Is that the' ,

school? Is that the man in- e,
Back--came the- answer: “ Yey; ma am"’ As it

afraid of interdupting the ean\rermhan, Polly. and

§ou

R ore alert than ever.

“ Halloi-yes—hallo ¥’ - She erled.

her ‘chums stood like ﬁgures m a tableau whﬂst 4
-the talk -went on, 'e%ly -word;, ‘of*
course, thaf Miss. Massmgham speke % they had e
_ to wait. ‘antll the finish of the efmwersation*befora p

They.

ﬁm man’s replies were tade known. .
“Then~Mies, Massingham. told them the gist of

ghé -

back tot.ﬁerr.,- 5

- And yet she had not Eurned up! o

- Getting on fqr five hours sinee ahg . off in‘r xe s

the Priory, and she was nob bagk: ¢venm new!.i' .
id it -mean?.: What ha Viamaé}le& bo 2

“i‘;h“ Ig’ :we " are 1o gﬁmim&;’ Pgltm%d wxlth

i businéss of Gur : gloomily,

S 4T can see “doifig - sorite h‘ﬁhﬁm work—
I don’t think ¢’

But in & moméent ﬁlwb nére iﬁ learn t-ha.i:.
all classes werd caficel

prolonged absence had “Hecomé: & matter far “too
serious- for the: da,y s routine io Jaakep% oo :

.l

“to ‘find that .
Iy sang .out breesily, - 3

they had i.o 3‘6 mdot'rs for'-' .

Jhe Form captain's .



i

"’ come irom ;
* . o reach her, de&mhon' ‘
" It ohe had got within the last. mlle oF so of t‘he
. “Priory. gatai on her homovmd journey,
,1%' tha.b she' had failed to.com

" clean-shaven . chin; -
‘Mmunicated mth the’ .

.. 'Phs girls’ answered  that’ they d.ld ‘ot km\w*
_abouf. thet. . They-
~around. in the hope of finding- some trm of: &haﬂ'

.:pnthé’bm look;

N

Two;bmce
IE only to keep a check on- the giawmg excite:’

mtent, bba mistresses” af. tha: Priory did-not. & peal )
* 4o the scholars to.set abom y 3

séarchmg ‘for the
‘absentes. But avxer‘; gu'l m oo knew ‘quite

well that she was

lm.d ‘hnppenad to hen, woul&
weleomed

8o, in a fow mmutes, acho[ars oonld ‘bal. geen |
L gmng off in. twos -and threes m all ‘directions.
5 they made a liftle
] %ecause they = wore
- ¥ gliquish,”! but. simpl tﬂ bacause they a'lways wore
or;

olly, Pauls, Madge, and Tess
piarty of K eir own, not:

mclmed to-drift toge
Far, indeed, from wanting. to - keep to thorm-

-'salves ‘they were only top glad o join' forces
with anothei batch of g:rh ‘whom "they. chanuecl,
‘to. comoe upon_presently.

This was when they wore as¢ t’ar sﬁeld as the
iz}:l:tla hamlet -of Fern -Grove. They
roe’

©# Any  newal” Pbﬂy'aﬂd Co
eagerly,

“Only thls,

A;n‘ha diﬁd’ '1‘1191}—-—*1
ain the wmmwer e
y imd Betty fmied

‘how “4ras,
lete the Hde? .
ilst the girls were standing quite. nonplussed

in tha village madway, someone. cane" sauntring
whom' ‘they -knew. It “was Mr,: ‘Michee

b
: C’:;.may, who Iwed with his wife—that charmmg
- lady, —af the old lodge in. the Priory grounds,

 Ghod-afternoon, Carnay!”

‘ “Extra.ox'dmary " The exclmmed csrassmﬁv “his
“'bileam your peopo oom-

thsmselves “wore: -soouting.

- missing_chum

.. distressfully.

. .anxious to’ know what it méans.

- 4o the lodge now; pmséntlv I thmk I/mysel ‘must
.,take ‘s _ghare in: the ‘BeAre :

- you kaow, - We’ aﬁall be so anxlous
" word

oo knwmg how he was as.m ressing ‘the smala {thak
: i’mnte to pla; g Yl

: with “a
o “e’[[ there ane some of us ‘who' don t"

S Pity—-a’ great pity !” M. Cnrm.y muttered,
wife ‘and I will be very
X am going back

"% Tt iy yory kind ‘of you

He aﬂded ovar _

walle én: -

 You . ust I:eap ‘me - and my w1fe mformed

He continued:. 6 without _another
. aud the glrla a{soad ioo ing -after him, . little

ebouf & s :

Nice mant murmm'ed Dolly Delang.

h:s w:fa a3 '.Wé“ A e -
you? muttered Poﬂy,

v
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. and . that any -
. bit of news throwing hght on Batt;v 8 wherewbauts
‘or om what :

" Mrs. Carnay, but that myétery, -Poll

- ohums felt,

¥ - game upon .

. irls here—~Trixie Hops, Dal[y Delane, snd.‘
© Bluebell’ Couttney. - -

“enswered 'I‘rxna—-ﬁ -8 'womnn who ‘
;. Yves 13 thehvﬁl;ge says sg:é :a.vgﬁ I%etty riding h%lma
-towar g tiory - aboul alf- nst nine this'.
@ 73 p ; : "beesm!e consciots of when -at last she ra fed from .
'the deep swoon which had followed ‘hey stz‘uggle i

%%%ahou was raady to -
'"‘_tha dar

8 ‘the girls |
;zrﬁurmured for he waa doﬂing lus tweed oap to
‘them

" *By the: wa;r " "he paused to aa.y, wabh a sym, :

‘ I have been’ very sorry ‘to hesr N
'ﬁha!: one: of your chums is missmg . A
: ;. ToIg] o
¢ ' pecret’ chawber ‘connecfed wilh the- subterranesn. -
_passige] and hers, -porhaps, ohe was: t.o. be’ held

“prisoner by, that relentless woman!!

- gage, I was: on the "point of dxscovarm%

" gref; -acoustomed- fo. th
© ¢ Not ab -all<riot ab, alLE" ha frokesﬁed bhwdly
_--“Dne feels vory concerned, - na

-inexplicable- thing

turafly.. Buchian - -too muchias
fm‘ 8. Eu'l to venish like this !’

nléer affet turnmg ta:
. now

" during her
into. whosa “bandy, she had. ‘fallen, and the )
“wag t-like chiamber, fashionéd: nentunea -

4 y--the bhen occupants of the Puor}. L
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“¥on rIon §1"  exclaimed Dolly,‘ Tmc;a, und
Blu?beﬂ, in ‘s -chorus 6f amrpmse 2 Whyever
no
And with Polly's npmmn a.!thau h the dui not
say 80, Paula, Mad,ge, and ﬁ y
ust ag present it eeemed very mu 1sable to’

dmelase the reacons they 'had for d,oubtlng the
bons fides. of Mr, and Mrs, Michael Carnay..

- If there had been eny. cause.for aw posmg that
the .couple -were concerned - with by's. s~
Fpeuranee, it would havé been-g dszemnt makier
together.” Them, of course,  the  chums would.
have been on iy t00 eager to make s shai}ement ‘in

" the. right quatte

But thers ‘did not appeat to be anytfhlng hka
that ‘in the case- ab all A-.good ‘deal’ of-mystery -
had surrounded. some the -doings of ‘Mr, and
bt ¥ snd - her
as a thing. aparf romte mystery -
of Bettys _disappearafice. And -they rwerg not

‘going to - bother nny more abou(: t,he Gamay#
- until B‘"ef.t;r had ‘heen £ oun e e
eEamoure.rd:,

' NoOnaWiilKnow: 7 .
ARKNE‘SS a darkness heavier than thﬁb of
the’ backest night she had ever knowni' ' ..
That--was the “first” thing  Betty: Ba.rtun

with. that woman in the secret pastage;.. .

With a guavering’ intake - of breat the poor
gu-I raiged- herself  from.the prone; posztmn At
which she had been -lying here fof—she k‘new
nc:t how tong Hours, pérhaps! -

Her- eﬁea were wide open—wére trying {;o Eathom
ness—buk she.could see nothing, nothing!
8he had henrd: peagle talk of a darkriess that

< rould be. folt, now she was exporiencing. it. iy
th.{-. wasg_ her’ uihmate

" Where was sha,, then9

“fate to. be?
L UWith 8 shudder she tecallad tha mockmg laugh
~that ‘Mrs, Carnay. had |
-struggle ended as it

 was & viotor, nnd who
Athor tool - ;

ivén when the rate _-

mmnt to-ha & mercﬂess

; htf_nl dazkﬂess w%s thit wluch

hen, ﬂns
gome: undorground . plags, some

fried: within .

Betiy

tried _to banish  the’ alarm:-ng Lhought
from.-.

er chaotic mind whilst she staggered to

“her *ieet; but it 'was a fear nob to be got vid of,
“for “the' mmp}e -roason that there was so lm:ch
b0 justify its. ex:stence

“Wheﬂ I found my wey into that: seoret p&s-
aocme -
rhaps,” she’ realised, . wihi ol. ghe
s that still failed to
riess. - ff And. now -that
womar, " because, she thmka T have found out far
- ahe will never let me go.. . Oh,:
I am at her. mercy!"” -

‘great. secret,

poored ahout her wzth e

what. shall E dot

She’ bega.n to_shout for help:. -
Denfening to, her own gars were the eries,

they ran-? dut in-that confined space: Then what -
-an appalling ‘silence . onﬂa mote, as she_held hnr -‘ .
“breath. and listened! ;

Yes, it must be so. She had been carrisd here
eavy. swoon by dho. ruthless woman
a(ﬂ

—the . ls.ug‘!;i of one’ “who ‘;' &

Bgtty Was Mo ‘cowsrd; but her heart fa:led her T



" +“that was cloged against her.
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' ‘She took some ahuﬁmg steps in the. utter. dark-
. niess, feeling before: her with groping hands,
- paces or soy and she fefched up againgt a wall, ©
Then she nioyed -on ggain, keepig in touch with -
_the wall every step -she -went. - It- was a little
- velief . t0. he‘r not to be all: adnﬂs ‘in -the black -
- darkness;: with-riothing o lay one’s hand against.
.. It 'would ‘be a great relief 3f she’ could ‘eome " to
-some door; -even though it wotﬂd oerta.mly be one

* Suddenly she gave a gasping,’*’ Ak P :
- 'Fhe black darkness had been bm'ken mto ‘by 8’
- tiny gleam «of light. She: stood quife: atill, staring
. —staring’ at what -seemed to be s lime of Jight
:?mmg between the foot ﬂf 3 dastant door and
“the floor, .
Another moment, and she EeIi‘. altogether bhnded
g ——«bewﬂde!ed—vb'y the’ ‘fash of an electric . Aorch .
full in her-face, .
‘ beam mush have been Jirected. ab her like
_‘that for. the express pu cfms,e of coufusmg her, - for
“when it was moved aside, and the girl was able
to. see befoie her, -Mrs. Ca.rna was standmg ‘50me
- SIX ‘paces away, and the door: ﬁf which the woman
-had awiftly entered was now clésed again, " -
' Come here { -the woman ca]]ed st«ernly.
Bett never- moved.

My ¥ girk, pull yourse]f tegeﬂaer and do 28 I
ou! wom said, - kee;
o I Ve bmugﬁt you & lantern.

-~ Tight-# ‘with the_ matches- 1 shall glvﬁ Fou.: Then
' pan gwitch off the torch” .

" With: a fluttering heart “Betty ab last dbeyed
; Sha' érowsed “Hhie bare chamber, " took -

' .-emd mgkéhes whlch were held out to her und hb

S 'I‘hen Mrs. Camay sw1tched out the: tmch letting
" it 4all:fo her side and hang there b . tha th
“leather strap whxch went -gver one of- 61 Blendir
-#hoylders, .
- ¥ Look a«round 5 the wm‘han gaunsel}ed the. g:r!

. : wnth a smile,. < What do you see, Betty Barton}”’ -

A place yon have brought.'me.-to,” the: girl

n a.nswered lmshilv( “ meaning to keép me 3 priséner. .
I ‘

Oh, T know—I know what your intention is1” .

o you’ know mhy you.are a priscne.r'f” Mré
O aoked, with - that mocking smile of he
?_ s 'Becg,usa i—l i‘oun& wy WaY. into . that sacret

“?ea Beeause you lxa.vb foun&."cut l{a,

”mueh my girl-—that i the’reason. When T'saw
particular -
*bit of shrubbery, I thwgll:t ] had better follow you.

" you steu,lmgbéhmu gh the prounds to that

eE -'_Lud:iz foy me -and my mband that I did so.
o

4 Youand you shand 1. exola.xmed,
- racovering all 3 (
find ib most uﬁn
like this? Yoy
- 7is known,”
ey When!" achoed Mrs. Carpay, wrth a-hmgb

Youn_will be

anoth

atior .
“1 ghal" sﬁm&t for help—kee on “shouting !
“ You may shout ‘youlself oarse;. you will

never be heard.”?
"% You -tell me fh panbed Benty, “eniy to.”
“make ‘me despair,  But this plaeé T am in—="
1 is a long way underground; my. girl,’
- “.-don’t believe: you,” Betty cried des é)emtely
The ‘air+has.nbt the dampness, the coldness, of

y, now I’ ’come to
P

T la,caf-f' um&erground
*..  notice;it, the. cir iy qmte wirm and dry!
S .“*I‘f;ere . amon- fi “i‘.hat". snned-.

C‘ama.y 5
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- are nobt negr the surface, andy

s You and - your’ Husband,’”

"voice had _told -upon the wo
to shrmk “Slightly, - whilst” her [ '_rk b
"o ether in a frovn. N

--her distance. .
me here’ and

the lantern.

the’
.dxsclam *

“¥ou are the on
"do0r? - Ah, T thought se !’ the woman -nodded,

=~y
hg, hal’ missed, of course, - £ero<u
':&:er y:)u “will ever be Eound is_quite -

o ,"I dare - nott  Ha,

Every Tmsa!czy
ground chamiiers. being near thé surface 'I'hey

% means.”.
etty - cried oub
afl—all I clear o me now.l

- ¢ Ah,
excitedly, .

then ¥ ‘underst:
A Yes it is

- The heat we- g}r}s mmced m -our bedmam ab i

night—""
s ‘Oh, you noticed some heais u here, dld uu1
bty riish. a

‘“you aré carrying on & -secreb, mdu&tr,v

requires a - furnace. Down..in thm sacred plaoes - e
_ - connected w1th the. old pnory, yma are werkmg a.t-'-"
night time,” ‘

_;- ““But you would’ never negs; wlfat the mdustry
. “Mrs, Carnay refoined lightly, -
“I ean guessi You are- comers%ometsl”
“Ab lost Betty had said something

Some note of acom and i g'lat uéhthe g:rl’d' '
&  deeme

n ‘a mmotient . she - waa

s +
b Well and whiat 1f we. a.re¥” * M o
‘uginess—a ﬂ}mg\— Oh haw: :

SO0g-is o wick
Dy ‘Woman cou d. take part in it?" was ﬁetty s
ringing - ‘ery of scorn. ' Omd “of .th8 . most

des icable- thmgs 8 person ca.:a stoap i;n—ma.lnng- " ‘

money !

”It may be all that’ yeu are ple,nahd to eall .y

Oarnay '

it, bup-it pays, -my ‘dear—it pays)? M’m

paxd, forcing a lau h
- ““Whatabout .t e poor paople who_' et Iet in. .
“over the bad money ‘your -~ put - about? @

Betty .indignantly,
get caught; as . you wﬂl in &

I ‘mlﬁ hope t‘na.t ¥ou aoan"""‘
“You think o, do yout” .

e lopgtum,”. |

LT am. sure of bl People are s.t}ym
. must be coingrs in the Teighby ou had*
bei;ter look out; Mrs,. Carnay .The pa

&Y am afraid my husband and T do not credlf %,
thg; Tocal - police_with much: géniug, as- ‘détectives,” -
woman _broke in; mainfaining the old air. oﬁ
‘UT6 - hag. certam}y been ensy emugh

carr en np tﬁl

the only oné who knows about the Wl ;
not,” was" the ool rejoinder, "‘But. .
girl who knows ‘about the iron.

Petha

with. extreme satisfaction, as . Beity -failed: to

'ﬂﬂswei
the m‘.ﬁy irl 'who mattered.’* B
BShe took @ sudden lmperioua stnd& ‘-t, &

1 il
in& ﬁammg eaught her, rne&n to T;ee Ji
'eﬁ,” came 14 an “glteted torie” of
from the coiner’s wife."
my-girl,

b ma.y suffer.

are’ you st il ‘my hus- -

0! h
) iand has shocked Mmself. up. mth ccrms am:{ got

ch ‘ipeans——""
you aa.re not keep me’ hefe P

i{aﬂt away. )
“ha?’  she langhed '
o

g, Carnay, |

ildively. " You will know better I

‘de 3 .
darmg T have in: me, my gul before the- ert few
.da 3. gre. ot B 23

erhips Betty's ehaﬂengmg atﬁtude hnd stungi L

the. woman, for in"the mxi,- ot - ouk

one: hand -awd gr;p}mi hﬁkﬂ girl. by the .~
b 'shotﬁlder, \held it.-,a;oA ly Betty wmeed .
¥, - it -

_'Mm. Ga.may excia;méﬂ

that wes to -
make the sn:ule fade from Mrs. G&ma;' 8 handsomej.__ o

_mws drew -

mg ﬁi ‘asgert all herr-
- fonner nonchala.nce but t he eﬁ‘oxt was* not u S

them - I,

: Jﬁe 3 then—«-yﬂu hpd better beware.- ]: .
Vof ,“them - tty- rﬁshed ‘6n recklessly. :

-1 was pretiy sure that 1. ’ha.d an.ught Bl

V¥ Here yow stay, - .
“with on!s ﬁourself to-%hank for whatever“ o




3

~Twopence

2. tin o gudden, blaze’ ot ession. ‘T may -dare fo .
+ keop. you withoub a B lg t 0. cheer” your solifude.’
"‘Have a cate,.my how you.behave when 1

o oamCherel T ma.y
: and water-——a ‘starving: prisoner -in the darkt’”

]inus ed, breathless, and took her hand from

: irl's shouldér; but -only. to’give emphasis to
"'th “cruel” threats by stril

: lwross Botty's face,-

- % You wrétch{ Oh, yms. monster L ga.sped the
%II] {alling - bick a step “ Coward, to.treat mve
ike this!- But [ won't stand it—I won’b!”

And all in a momént she acted on the despetate
ﬁu!ae to make a rush-for the door, -

: s, Carnay -tried "to, bar the way, but failed,

‘ior !?»et"t%l ran wide of her.- :In a Hash the irl

~was ‘at the door,: shoutmg “ Help, hel 117 wh [st‘
‘ghe sought to find the méans bo open

‘Theri the lantern was deliberately kl&k@d ovet’-

g b Mrs.
mto groping .

Carnay, plunglng. the vault-like.. prison
darkness again. ~ Betty heard the

ruthless woman swoo;amg towards her bhrough the
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re ‘to keep. you - without food’ '

ng that ‘same hand- “*“And T fell you what,

" “ Remember - ﬂ.ua
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" Paula Creel now cama dri Etmg m, fookmg the
pxct.ura of dejectmn :
“Geals,” she said, au.bnduﬁ into a basket- chair,
&

it w weal{y too Ewying t a sowap of naéws
after all this time, bat Jove!” .

“Not the least inkling,” t-BJOde P011y hea,niy
Panla, - some of us ‘ata
begmnmrr to- wonder wilefr,ixer ‘we_ought to keep
silent any longer about thet business .of Myra
Mtzlrsha{l and a:he well m the shrubbery, and— -
and——

“ Yes, v.nt.he: Paulu put in, noddm “x
quite- wealise, goals;. there ia somethin g}e said

for. spoaking out ‘now, Poor e ‘wag ‘con-.

by,

'cerned w:t.h s in bwying t:o sa!ve- thwt stwangcs—: -

mystewy." ‘
‘I am for. speaking. out,”" qald '\'Iadge qme*ly.‘
uppose we go to Mtﬂa Re&gmwe and ‘toll her_
ev«e:ythmg" ¥ 2 :
thoﬂgh i Tess remalked }

vnry grewely. ‘ we have riot the least Teason for

5 you know_ why vou are s prisono ‘Mrs.
T Because you know too much I Bﬂty
hor ﬂm

mockmg smile.

‘a. stru g-le
&espgerabe

respomi mé hgw could
ho _ever contend auocessiull . gAY AT adversary‘

uperior, height and’ strength? .
or - orieg dian:i away dsspmrmgy at !ast She
mo#ning, -extiststed figira,- upon- the. “brick -

out .info, some narrow - pasage-way, -and

.-passad.:
- closed the door upcm her w' h a du{l tllud

. 'JA "Glys,at. Lass, |
OLLY -1. amg- ‘begmnmg to WG!’fd"I’_

" 86 am I Madge.
L And . Tegs: ‘And hers is Pa.u;a
so‘-wa ‘might, ask” her wh&t she- tha kes,"! - :

7.~ The. anxious day was ending. Only & cheerless,
.. twilight ‘filled: ghis”* study where Madge and Tess
- had: found - Polly - moping alone—the study” which
_should ham known Be'stys bnght preaemze this
evening.

3

su posmg that Bet?t,y has come

.. Very
[14

whot, prisen;. whilst her . pitiléss .capfor - -

. rnistrovses - that™ Myra- brought awa

" agsked Mrs. Garnay, with a

ton elonohed

harm thwug‘h
owing " up ‘that ‘m smy And we' havu on
gerious - eaf im miind.' - -

me y :
L 9" pa‘wk-— o, whether Awhat >we t«ali h_
any. beating ‘upon- Bebl:ys disappearance or: I
. 'We are gmng-.'to get Myrq, Mars ll mto fnghtful

disgrace.’ ;

”Ye&,-'~thbah~ ‘fs* {hat,- b&:-Jos's" murmured
?aul?;' “A vawy dlstwemng thing to da, ‘bt
ore

ul to go to 4 mistress- wi

: sfary that may Iead J‘t,o 8’ “girl bemg expslled. Aml-

yo

- % Tt means: expulsum Eor Myra that is°¢ertain,”
aaid- Tess, *“For  juah ‘think- :
. that we shalf have to disclose! ~We mnst tell the.
from “the .
“burnt-oiit- s¢hool: a whele boxful of b oom . S}-e
hid them down that well, and we—-" : &
T We simply ahpped oub under cover o@-mght

148 Babblm i¥ always hateiul " agreed Polly.' :
i, e

what ‘the’ fwﬁa u@g . s,
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and ﬁahed the box “up ag cain,” inter;edad ?olly.
“We could produce the hox. of coins now,”

. “Myra, of course, will ‘have to explain,” said
Yess. *“ And wh at exlﬂanatmn -can she gl‘;’é that
will -be- satisfacto

“ None ! deelared Pol] ﬂa\‘.ly.
“the wight,”" said %aula, and - she mg’hed
- again. “ Tt 15 most distwessing. . The geal must
“have’ ‘conte into possession of a wliole: lot “of. thO‘Se
" wotten coins, and -must have béen pamng th
- off by degwees; bai Jove P! -
. Polly ’coq'k a turn zboyt the 1oom, fumfng 'w1t11
- smxiety.”
_ " Oh, boi;hel L she exc!mmed at last. 42 If ‘you
%n-ls say spea.k out then Tl spea.k out. with you!
ub—but—-" :
.o YYes, I know Gl \I&dge “ When
_-thinks: of Myra’s’ position, one- feels—""
- U Adter all,” Polly stood quite still fo mgue
‘desperately, “ia it really possible that. Betfy's
‘ dls&ppearanee can_have anything “to do with

ta's hﬂrrid business? . L. can't behevc it,

‘one

unless— .
he ‘paused, diawing a deep brea’h g e
““Unless,” she went om, in g tense whisper,

s \{y;as fmlt. ia greater than wa have thought. it
: . I mean, :f she “has. pot been inerely in’
. powsmn of some coins: that she found, ‘buh——-'
0}33 ¥ don’t-like to say 61"
You had- beiter say it, deu, Madge advxsed
M Mym is in touch 'mth a gang of.
_Polly “ﬁf"’d’ with a gasp at the astounding
% zmrhue 0
" Bai. Jove I’ Brea.thed Paula.
; nesis' n that cese—"
" “Who would the .coiners be?” whls’pemd Teas.
©“But 1 know what you dre gomg to say, Po]]y
'-Ml’ am& Mrs. Gama.y"’ % i

“ Gt\sat good

Fm: a. lo‘ng momeﬁt there was deep mlence in

THE SCHmLGmLs’ OWN

~mugh - L
chmges w;amst M. and Mrs. Carnay before we
-ere in a position to prove the -accusation.’” -

“ Madge.

coiners I

Ewry Tuesday

the t.mht, study. . Then . Madge—psrhaps the. most
level-headed. ggl of all’ fom*-—ma&a :ong of “her

a qmet sug‘gestmns.

“ Bupposing - we wait Just @ !Jtﬁe wh:le Ionger
beiore speaking outi” she 1pr After-all,
we ave trusting a g-ood de to mere them'y &bout ;
Mr. and Mrs. Carnay.” . -

“Madge is right,” “ Don'y Iet as
do- anything- that may
this m tery ‘about Betiy. A% the same tlme We.
careful.” A serious thmg, 'brmg

said Tess, -

“Yes, wather! - We might be sent to pvpxson

Eor slander ¥ said Paula.
‘“ Nothing: as bad as_that, T’ fancy,
‘“ But Mr. and Mrs, Carnay might very.
then—- :

esily stip through our.hands. - And.
) (::% - with  her

- Bhe broke - abruptly, listening

chums to' the suddén cornmotion m e by severa.l L

girls storming ap the stairs, = ©. -
“ Hark! ‘That means aomgthmﬁ—-ﬁoma ‘TEWS of
Betty, T know!? exclaimed P “ Oh,

. Tave found her, perhaps! ~They have found her!”

She darted fo the door” and “whirled 1t oper o

_and next moment she- whs crying eagerly to all
the - girls. who came whirling round from the -

stairs:

<% Yes, what? Wha.t iz the news ﬁtetﬂ” : ‘
X Betty's bicycla}” parted Dolly Pela ne, fore-
most in the excited throng that was surging down

‘the feorridor. . * We !'Jave juist this. m"omen ound

..it . We have found it—in the grounds

[gm:\ OF THIS WEEK'S- E’!OEY]

(N,ext week's long complete. vame story Is.oh=
 titled F'The Coliners’ Captiveal’?: :

WN-at
did y;m )

“wwss ﬂmu

Thh \mgka HOIHEPM#.WB
[-1%) UTTER

. ATTEN’I(‘ION, girls 1. said’ m Greill, auid, o
the woid of comnand we ceased our convér-

_gations, and glanced towards Miss Grill. ’1

f}eﬁ&in}y ‘her table looked: different from usual,
- Gonie wire the scales, Aour and all other cookery in

: - gredients, and. standing on the f.n-ble was a large 3ug

and several botbles, Wwith large neeks.

. “Qur lagson to-day,” said Miss, Grm “.is on usmg

sour mille,” A
B:dn t sound very mtarest.mq, I thought;

.= ™This jug,” went on Miss Grill, *contains sour
m:il:éﬁand from it we are going to mske home-made
bt '

"~ Bhe. ﬁiled sevara.l of. the "bottles with the m,zlk
covered the 8t0; pemw.wh clesn musim, and ﬁxed them-

' ﬂrmiy into the%otﬂes s E

' ’ The Butter chums. :

% You will ell take & tum with chummg the

: -Ifmtter » mmounaed Mlss Gnll as she ﬁxed in tha lass -
' stopper,,
We glanced round but couldn’t. 500 zmire churn,
“ Huirian churns are being used for butter-making’
o 0- da.y,”aald Miae Grill, sroiling atou.r surprised looks,
Then we tinderstood:
T We g b almke tha bo“&}aa o mskn the “bivtter, -

| nd it was an ammhmg',o;o . shisok. for
five minutes, and then T, and 8o on-for half an hour.
Atﬂteendaf‘ﬁhattmmmm&dedhyhhe

.sxght ofhtt.le hxtaoihtmerﬂ;ommg aqut mt-he mx!k. g% »

’ Hmh Flnlsh oﬂtllq But‘hr

: When the bum lad fornved, we. firned the cons
tente of tho bottls into 4 Howl of cold ‘water, and with
- w0, wooden spoons patted the butter futo . sha.pas.
‘ﬁmlly wwhmg the butter in ao}& water, :

Why the Butter Didn’t Form.

Berbha Burns and Mabel' Cook, the two rarst
* oogks ™ of the. class, emﬂdn’tr gat smy butter 0.
* gome,

“But” otﬂy beca.use, ‘vehen them arms “ached mst a

© Hittle, they shendonod: their tosk, and played instond 2y

of work

Oruam OIleeee imm Seur Milk- f
i :M.ISS Grill gave 23 &-farther ree‘pe ior usmg sour.

A ‘creain eheesa ig mads a8 iollow.s 3
- After tlie milk has gone sour, leave it for. t.hrere or

four days,. uritit it is quite set.

. Then put it into aanuslin bag, and hsmg ibina pos.-;r

tion so thab the * whey * can drop into nbasm. “The .

cheeseshould hang about 24 hicurs. - :
"The cheese will then be mady, and will bevery, tmty g
for supper, .- :
" Itisnaop neeessary hat aom‘ I ghould be used for
m&k:ing 'butter Fresh milk ean used with equally
i Doy HOPE

hinder ‘the cledring up -of

smnled_ o

The girls follow -

. up the clus of Betty's bicycle with thrilling results.
‘Qrder your cepy of THE SCHOOLGIRLS' O

- onoe. and makesure of raacmnq thls #plen



