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' ﬂﬁ the world over the bravery of the British schoolgirl is known, ané Betty

Barton & Co. fully maintain this reputation for Mercove School.

Gaptives All.

ANOHHZR day of it, Polly1”

Betiy, Another diy-—aitimug-la it

wht still be midnight for ell ohe sees of

da‘y ight down here!”
- YItds a shlmy air, teo!” Ma&ge Mmden ex-
maimed. with o sadden, sherp shudder. *“ Who
would -ever imagine that in $wo minutes we could
‘he out in ths roasting n s e, if only
¥ere free {0 o that awful dungeon-door

' i i —ahi only " Polly Linton echoed
moumfa!lf we were freel You may

i I say’ r.s, wa"t txlt 1 get to England! There's going

to-be & wow.about this, don't you know !’ :
‘Thus Paula Creel, at one time Fpopuhu-i
gi*h .‘:ha1 aristocras of the Fourth Form at

~ ““And pway, %als.” the ammb!e drawler went
on, with a iness that did her great credit,

atw dui you all wepose duwing the mght? I
m;r ages geiling to sleep, bai Jove—""

" Oh, storyi’ exclaimed Pol , making up her
mind zhaab wimtaever the. new day might have in
sﬁom,tswmﬂd all the better to begin it with
a bit of team?gf; -**As soon as that hateful
Nassmaperson us to oursslves in i;hat d:mgeon,

“P % you were shering hard I”
0

not given to. snarwmg! My wacollection of last
" might is thet T weclined wpon a hard stone
for houts and hours before I dwopped off. And
) then 1 dweamed, gealsi"”
1 hardly imow when T'm really awake and
- when T'm dreaming these days,” said Madge, with
a2 wan smile upon that pretty face which the
dung?nnwlantem llumined. ~ ““ It’s all such a night-
mare
* Weal, I dweamed this dweam," pursued Paula,
whilst she fiddled with her untidy hair. * We
geals were &ll at Morcove School again—deah old
Moreove, bai_ dovel . It was, teatime  in Study
No, 12, Jove, and Befty was pourwin,
the wefwulng cup—what? Bal Jove, you know,
doesn t it make your mouth watah, geals, to think

O
v Hark! .0h, hem oomes that hateful Nassina!”
Betly exdlaimed, step weé ever hear in
ihe 'pgame is iaersl Now Ior the day’s slavery to
eginl”
quor poor - Waomer, as well as for us!” added

QEOOYB

yes, watheri Howsevah, geals, what.

Haow often must 1 -pmwest thal; I am

out .

A DASH FOR
'FREEDOM!

A magnificent new lpns complete
story of the girls of Morcove-

School—ceptives in 2 desert city. -

By Marior;e Stanton.

Madge, with a mmpzssz.m%e glance 2% the gixl
she had named s0 su&{y B
That girl was still lying Iast aslaep upor the
wide stope lodge that had ?oean t p resting-place
Tor all five capiives duzmg Now %hat
Na.ssmnwaagr wfqm! e lock of thoe
dungeon-daor, the fals it wise to wake
their fe!!ow—pmsoner. But they did this so gently
that poor Naomer Nakara was only Just opmng
her !maIy dark eyes when the door 53 wide
before & tall, stern form—Nassina ben 4 .

. At s1ght of the frail Little caphvs wlm was only
usb rousmg up, this i ble woman made a -

movement across the dungeon Boor, ‘ory-
mg {mt reely in”the native:

Thou Naomer—up!”. And she laid hold of the
girl and dragged her to her feet. ¥ Do g fhink
to lie idle, as mthedayswhenyamﬂ:&a
palace of Nakara—Nakara's owa fulurs raler? Yo
are in Susahlah now, and neither Nakara nor tho
land 'of England shall ye emr seei"' :

“And thou,” the girl flashed back, in one of
the bursts of passionate_indignation whith came
to her at times, * thnu.ﬁnssma,wmystbamuy
for mnkmg my poer iﬂ’aeﬂn hiarder than 3 might -
be!. Beware—beware, I say: tha ways of fate are
strange, Nassma—

“ Bilence!” Nassina. shouted down: that spiv
voice, as if some mpemhtmn ma&a her a‘fzmd of

* what was going to be said. ¥ No more, Nasvmer,
thoun slave of the royal master, as are these thy
friends his slaves as welll Come, follow, or mnst
I drive thee with the whip?”

And she backed toward.: the daor, thers to
stand aside and glower upon the five captives, as
they filed out info the lantera-lit passage.

There, outside the dungeon, another woman was
at her post. Night and day alike, in this dungeon-
passage 'some woman or. another was keeping
watch and ward, and Nassum never wisited . her’
charges without excl the secreb password
with this patient senti

“Where to, naw,, T wondery” Betty said below
her breath to P ly,asthayaﬂﬁmehmbsd
staircase thai led u courtyard,

“To broakfast, 3 l:o T’ Polly whispered
back glamly, * Even that horrid dungeon hasn
taken my appetite away!”

*It's very twy%the others heard Paa!a re-

- flecting aloud aggwavating, e j
ment we are inl Hewemh, wait $ill ] get to
England



. way that was payed .with' marble, to'a
- - palace precinels whers all was: very qmat

- tan

U ghe
7,7 e Strip ye, and be quick in-the water,” she said -

. ““to-Naomer ‘bullyingly, meaning that girl to inter-

“T return in, & little while, . -

; ﬁ self alongsid arh. them to
e ‘silent- by waving d menacinigly.

ga ‘clend 1
o show .defidnce of the w ~would have been

I foohsh i “the extréme,’ since 3% was absolut.e!y in

her power- 1o mike their hves n.s misers
. pledsed;” Nof that ‘Betty & .G :
‘posed. to. whing for pik —~nol But.: i.hey d feel
the wisdom .of . beifig. submissive. : * Y

Soan there:was no more taiikmg- after that, and,

as they all filed it into the sunlit-yard, each g’u‘l
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had to -content herself with Wondermg what was

in store. .- .

.. There -vwere . the. Waterpots f;ha.t
_put_to fling; yesterd :ﬁvﬁ d, was.
" task - again to-day 7 fore ‘they had even been

given a crust of I‘ead to .eat? - Why not? Where

Wa.s the limit: iio th,e cruelty whxch t-hey mlght be E

ected to.F o
ey werce daves, m(kaecl—iated,
. to knuw another hour:of freedom
. But Nassina did not half them’
. Instead, she led them: nlong 3 -b

umful ‘cloistered

None of the Sultan’s burly "guards wers here,
only 5 few slave’ girls,’ lookmg a5 if they did not
find their slavedom very hard.. All the surme, they
seemod “to *have
_ lolled about in the’ hiot sunshine” that . struck: down

upon. ther from thé brassy heavens, - Perhaps they
would “have- Been .happier with some t&ﬁk to “do,
~wod Bet@fs thought. Yester‘day s° experience liad

. - in_béing put to  hard work. - .
.+ Nassind”was now ‘leadifig; and it

J,sleudér ‘arpt” thay suddenly” diew. as1de & hemry cur-
tain screening from view whaf Iay béyond. At a
sign ‘from her, *the  girls’ ‘marched on, and- next
- moment they found themselves in an’enclosure so
impoding; ‘With'its marble pillars and shady alcovea,
that it was like a little temiple. .

The centre of the floor was sunk, and ‘there, with -

" mkchle steps leading down fo it, sparkled an in-

e vitihg cold-water bath;>big enough to swim in.
were to bhe
of the very best

Such luck ds: this—for if they reall
allowed {6 bathe; it was lucg

kind-—simply took the-girls’ breath away. " In spite

“of:the’ cormand of ““ Silencol” Panla Crsel could : r¢

- not help excla:unmg de!igl tedly'

¢ Bai Jove! “Haow: wipping I
For Peula; that luxury-lover, s;mply revelled in
tlie daily. bath she was aocustomed to mdulge m

"~ at Morcove: s
0. S Bath.first; bweaker afte;wards, whah?” she éx-
* claimed, Come, .geals, this is a weal ‘weljef I”

: e Nassma :
- may ¢nly have brought s here to tantalise usi”.

S Oh,. gwacmus—o'hy healp !’ was Pn.ula’s glum.

* ¢ Pouch “Wood,” muttered Polly,

Vlv\]omder to ‘that. hini

< Budit was: all rtghl: aftor a"[i The ‘bath. wa.s ‘a
“luxury “that ‘Nassina ‘si aﬁly did not. da.re “deny the -

girls, 1est they should -fall ill. ‘That she bégrudged
them the bit of Fleasure that bithing ‘meant; was
evident enough from the scowling foms in.whicl
ave instructions as to what they were te do,

: predt ‘the command}E Y - s
" and. wne upon ye il ye.kee me rying |

o en-plf the. glouous ]axy of 11',—-she actually
much to - them-

':wemt mway, leaving. thé' glria
t.he pmvauy of

©,  selviss s they. w d Have-.
& dressing-tent on Mowove beaeh!

:,THE SCHOGLGIRLS__, OWN

5 obgeet ‘to geiting m

- wearing - & -bright enough smile ]

-':;too, that: ware soon plashing about m'ﬁm wmater

ey had been‘ ‘
at to be their

1hapa h; IEVRD ‘have: in store -for them; above:all,.

thi: waterpofs,'. 48 ‘to. what doom had -heen” metad ‘out’ to. others

pﬂtofﬁha'

their own. sad” thoughts, "as they - cap's: lovedaf japing—did not see Polly draw b big

_—and

it - her, "that - thefe: was’ relief Erom broodn i
s g _cry, ag she turned & half somersault in thewater: |

's'" her” long, !

’ stght of tfns other person that ‘made Betty & Co.

', so—cautio

' N ASSINA‘ hud preceded | Rose of ﬂ;e Desert into

'behmdh&nd with their bmlette, she mgned to them

Ez'ary Tuasﬁz
K Hurr&h!" Polly had i.o breathe suitig_'_ _

saya 1 13 m?

. ** Hooway, ither Paula beamed whﬂat
they all’ set “abou  themselves of - their
.clothes: * It is much to"ha. wo eti;ed that T've
no. wubber cap for my : heaﬁ, A

eeh we
Kéep a_gmile ¥ Naomer pul

And; what_ dusky little arms and

-One after . a.no},her the: girls took - th}m- .
plunge from the deep end;. and it was & wonder
i‘.hnt }I):als of meiry lau hios were not seon-end-’
deey. silenve “that ‘wes" upon the wlio]e ;

p ace -at this hour. = : ’
With that-refreshing’ bath t6 “in, the gu‘la
almost forgot, for the. time béing, all their woes.. -
The bullying of Nassina; the uneertm ;
what sort_of oriel fate the very next:
o.cute mx:ety B

who _had -been captured ‘along with them“~theso =
were things Betty-&:Co. did- nbt speak of, wlfnlst : o T
they swam ard plashed around.” Ny
And the end of it was that Pelly, hke t.he bern. . ¢
madesg; she was, simply -had to geﬂ a b1t of fun ;
at Paula’s expense! = S
Pau la—that- long-suﬁ'er,mg vietim' of “the’ mad--

then’ go under -water; But Paula-did.
feel something: pineiling: one -of her toes‘-'-
aula yelped.”. Howashe yelped} - 5
& Yyrpowgh 7 way the amstacrat’s spluttermg

breath
suddenly”

“Theah’s cwabs in the water—lobsters! . Wntah “ e
dwngom “bai Jove, hltmg my toes nlf I" Duze i
‘ Ha, ha, ha! i

“Ob, my gwacious, was ib you, you waseal'l’”- LR
Paula’ panted, sudden]y understandmg—for Polly. ~ -
had bobbed -up- again,: chuckling. - ~“Haow. . . -
fwwolous you are, weally! You make me OW035]'” :

“ Keep a smile!” said” Naomer,” meanmg keép'
srmlmg ‘And’ in an instant’ Panla- was” saying:

“ Yes, wather!” iwith :Polly: forgnen froely, for .
about the hundredth theunandth time slnce theu'

friendship beganl

Just_as' they ﬁmshed dressmg, Na.ssma suddenly .
re.a.ppﬁafed, ‘and all in’ an instant the girls’- mood
janged from gay to grave, 1i was not
a1m ly that Massina's presence cowed them- Bhe
dp ht someone with ' her,” and’ it was the

feel excited-—desperatel

PFor it was Rose -of Peser!

<At last that native girl-as: beautxfu! as she was
loyal to her schoolgirl: frierids—had beeii brought
out of the dungeon where she_had. been kept apart . =
fronmi them alll “And now—oh, if -only this..couid -
be_the chance to exchange a fet ‘words ‘with her!

Just a_word or two with this .other ‘captive, and
what. a difference it might mean to the. ﬁ{r!s‘ So
they were thinking, without.daring to talk to_that
effect nmongst themsehes Nassma. was here, and

Yien,:mxﬁ:ms .once &gam.

n !,
-But, xf only there'coﬂd be' " moment’s ‘whisper-
ing—well, it might yet mean ' the ddferenm ‘be-.
tween hfe and death to- Susshla.h’s hapless captwes'

Whispered ‘Words, . |

“this halt- of the swimming bath! Unable to

find' fault with' any” of the ‘girls for being




'Twaﬁen?;s'_

ths Desers that must have meant:
. ““Come on, youi” <

. Wasd this to the c¢hance; then? Betty & Co.
" meant to make it sol . : -

- Pretending to be in a-hurry to get away, they
‘went crowding: to the curtained exit, and in

*"a moment they were all close enough to Rose of

the Desers to whisper.

Nassina might overhear the lowered voices; but

if she did, it would be no great danger, For she
did nobt know English| !

“You slipped us that note, saying. you had d
plan . of escape,” Polly whispered, as one of the
first to go by Rose of the Desert. :

-+ ““What is the plan—ocan you hint?"* Betty took
‘up the'whisperinﬁ, as she went by.
And Rose of the Desert, whilst she appeared to

be ignoring the girls, whispered behind the white -

cloth that veiled the lower half of her face:
“One night, it will bo!" I cannot say! Find
- out where the othérs are lodged ! ;
 The very faintest of whispers, but ke & wild
cry. of ‘entroaty it seemed to resound in the ears of
those who heard it. L
“¥ind out where the others are lodged!”
Paula was going by now. ' She- breathed softly:
"% Yes, wather— _ - ¢ s g
*We will if we can,” Madge added, as her
share of the breathless talk . :

s then even Naomer, coming Jast in the line,
‘dropped a word that was apt enough, - o
“Keep a smile!” she whispered. “Eeep a

smile!” - . i
% was all over after that. The girls were in

the wide corridor outside the swimming bath, and

Rose of the § was, no doubt, being ordered

by _Nassina to bathe . .

But thai one chance had been seized, and with

what splondid suocess, too! & R
The girls, for their part, had gained a littlo

enlightenment. - The plan that Rose of tha Desert

‘had thought out was still as big a mystery as

over, but there was mow the thrilling promise—

“ one night, it will he!” - 5
Bhe, for her part, had been able fo entreat their

assistance over a thin

her “great anxiety. \Where were Mr. and Mrs.

Hamilton and Miss Redgrave being lodged? | ~

." The chums could casily believe that perhaps; as

scon as thai -bit of information was obtainh;galtha

plan of escape could be carried out. . S
Only lef them get to know where those other

captives weve shut up in this sironghold of the

“Sultan’s, and “one night” might be the very

next night to comel :
Thero was no time for any éxcited debate such

as the girls were longing to indulge in. Nassica
tame out to them immediately, and led them back
to the ecourtyard, where some bread and water

awnited them. . .
As the captives divided the unappetising loaves

amongst themselies, the native slavegirls. they

had seen before gathered close by, to look on and - :

wmnkée mocking comments. They were encouraged
to do this by Nassina, whe 'also had another
scheme for making the chums and little Naomer
suffer needless distress. - o
Instead of allowing them to rest in the shade
* whilst they ate their prison fare, she compelled
them to go snd stand in the full glare o?ethe
- blinding sunlighf, close against a wall that was
hot enough to tingle any hand that ‘touched it
Sheer torturs was the h .
It seemed fo.the poor girls that they folt the heat

A THE SCHOOLGIRLS' OWN
" 4o pasy out, then snapped a command at Rose of

g that was probably causing -

~led away, to bhe placed
~musicians—and her heart senk as she found herself

the word for such treatment.’

545

of the sun worse than ever before because of that
cool bath from which they had emerged omly a
few minutes since. But they stood -vhe eruel
ordeal with an unyielding spirit, buoyed up with
the hope that providence would yet aid  their

escape,

Help from outside sources was nog to be dreamed
of, Bui that plan—oh, if only it could succeed!
" Only give them - the chance to strike a blow for

. themselves, and they would risk death itself rather

than let that chance go byl

What Wladge Discovered, '
goon a8 the frugal meal had been .ewhen,

e i S
g A Nassina. found tasks for them all.

_ Naomer she pnt to drawing water from
the well, whilst Paula and Polly had to go fo and

- ‘

. . _("-e-»;; o |
THE BRITISH SPIRIT! Jt oot i
defence, Madge dsalt an open-handed slap

across the face of the most aggressive of
: her tormentors. i

fro with the waterpots—to and fro, to and fro, .
in the scorching sunshine, with those large earthen-
wore vessels held upon their heads in Eastern

and Madge, however, were evidently
marked out for some other intrigue, Madge was
‘ amongst the slave

banded with ‘those native %i:h againt The same
gul's with ‘whom she had had to play before the
ultan, grevnight. TE RN
Nor did the talented musicians of the Fourth
Form st Morcove fare any better by being left
amongst these girls, without Nassine fo bully her.
No sooner had Nassina® withdrawn, taking Betty



©; owhat. ample’ revenge was exacted for tha blow
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L with her, than poer Mudge ‘realised. that- hpr dusky.
: oongamom were very hostile t6.h r—sealous
s per!

“the scﬁoolgnrls head; but could- not speak 4 word: -
that would beé intolligible to: her. So, for awhile
“they. ringed -her about,: ‘treating ‘her to derisive
smiles and contemptuous looks, whilst thay dis-
cussed her freely. amongst themselves. -
. Then - ene. of the most spiteful began’ to bait
‘ Lﬁadfge, by lpaklng a feint of striking her across

b
- That ha.d Madge upon her mettlo in & moment. -

- %Tf-you darel” was the look.in hor eyes,- whilst

Ehe made up her mind to- find somewhere to -sit
owh,

. Is meant bre‘a mlg clear of the crowd around -

. her, and she made ‘a po]ate enough sigﬁ -
.- “Let me pass, pleage!™

At ‘the first ‘step, however, . she wiis gwen

-violent push by one of the s]avegtrls——aucr thézl‘

anothar pushedr her from ‘behind

-/The * spart - of . ‘pushing" and - pummelhng Madg‘e

' naught on, and it was kept up with such energy

that she. tumed quite dizey. &e lost her temper,

" besides, .
_made a dash to get clear of her _persecutors.

Then: they gave full play to their jealous ani-

" mosity. . Furiously they all set upon heér,

and

?:bbermg that”, acenmpamed the. punchmgj

pummellmg :
This. white-girl had deﬁed them——msuit-ed them
shigwing what-a spirit she had't.-This ‘girl, oné
? thpse aboib-whom' sich a fuss was: bheing made.
ace—she thought “a lot of “herself,” did

: she? But they would tal e ‘some of that spmt out '

of hert
. And so the badgered girl saw nothing but an

fuces arourid her, whilst brown hands, with bangles-.

. jingling at the. wrists, pulled her this' way and

at, .and spun her almut and even ﬂmked her
" poross the’ mqu%.h ; ot
in_sheer self-defence, she’ dealh an open-

‘now. and then,”
At last,

" Handed ‘slap. 't _one of her tormentors, ‘and:then-=

A s '12}1 gl yliose face ‘had: been” slapped Was- the
r.ona 'who Had bear foremost . all -along -in formént-

GE ¢. She was cerfainl; { the ‘mos$ beautiful
of the’ wgole bevy of beautiful girls, and doubtless
shé was the most jealous. . She incited her com-
pamons on with -a- few hissed .phrases, and the
next Madge knew. she was down upon the 'u.g-
hGSt.rewn oor, with the young furies ﬁjmg
tear her clothmi to shreds. -

" -Then; . when’ r girl was almost swocning'
with” the.. shock

" Nassina appear

- She gave 8 burst of harsh laughtel as she saw_..

whaﬁ was taking place, and it is_certain that .she:

< wéuld+thave - enconraged the wild-éat 1ot of. girls -
" to.-wreak .still-greater fury upon- the whxte cap-

tive, ‘only: there was not. time. -

- The_woman must have learned that the sTave
to ‘pldy-‘at “ohce in ‘the’

musicians were _desxred
palace; for the Words she spoke ended Madges
sufferings at the others” hands.

" ~'With ‘wild looks, and panting for breath after
the passions they had given way to, the excitable

‘givls flashed about 6 take up their  mandolines,

 whilst Madge* herself tried to rise but eou!d not.’

- It was no use. She felt as if the

" . 'that-had ‘set, apon -her had beaten

har mto a state of utter exhaustlon

THE SCHOOLGIRLS

Ll!r.e Nasmna tha_v longed o heap msuli,s upon_-

and :in a sudden desperate manmer she-

and,
or Madge eould gness the meaning of the ﬁerce .

suoh barbano maltreatment

Even when'

GWN

*Nassinp eame b her and dragged her un to her .
. feet, she-could .not stand- up properly. -
L After giving her a- violent ‘shakin, haﬁsma. let‘ 3
.go- her hold of the girl, w]m sim f Pped to’
the ground,. gaspmg wen yc l’).!‘%e &
- langhed: their purring -
Nassina, . for ‘her part, now se.emed to take al :
In. any. case; ﬁmor Madge was 8o tnrn and' dls-
bevelled that she -conld. not have gone. with the "
rest ‘of -the musicians ‘without fitst Sett.mg‘ harself :
to rights, In-an exasperated manner, Nassina had . -
to sign to her to remain there, and next memen%
Madge was alone. - ;
- All within the palace of the Sukan of' Susah}ah .
‘knew better than to keep him waiting ‘at. any
time. - The musicians had béen called for;.and so -
-they hastened . away,
make what excuses:she could for- Madge’ s absdnoe:

Tor the first, minute of 50, the. . schoolgir] - was
_simiply. $06 nnstrung to do miote than le bick upon
. the Teaped ‘cushions ‘to “which ‘she - had - dragged
" herself.” Only very stowly. her dazed mind began
to realise that this was something that had not-
occurred before—for one of the captives to be loft -
‘alone. At last, however, she was sitting ‘up—
‘taking a grip on herself whilst she wondergd ex- .

citedly: was any a.dvantage to - be giined by - tlhs“ i

chanee spell of privacy

She got to her feet very mm]y, and crapt to el

the door., - Stealthily she turned back’ the primis

tive festening of the loek; -afid drew: the mnsswa

-doo: opén just a few mchea oF 80,
‘Noonel :
Th&t was hcr gxfntxfymg (,hscmery as ahe peered‘

She gained courage;
and crept forth into the wide passage-way. - It was:
made c'lp m by all the thick pillars of ma.rb[e that
wére ‘a feature of the place, and by the "heavy
‘curtains. that hung scross all openings on to ‘the

eourtyard, There was’ that in the ﬁubdued light
6 s:lenoe, too, e

- which made Madge’s heatt qnak& ‘th
" was unnerving in a way. - this. hateful”
‘g0 beautiful fmm an arc’h:taactuml point. of. v:ew,
-but. it 'was a most
- hapless chums; a’ prison ‘possessing. .. vague- ten‘ors. d
for all of them! - -
She “prowled - forward, ready to dive asmle into |
one of the many .alcoves end hide there at -the

first hint of danger. Bzt when she saw how many | .

different apartments opened on to this: long cor-. -
ridor, she could scarce hope to avoid being taken -

by surprise. She could only take her chancé and -

o on oldly, finding vmt al! tha{s she ceuld whﬂst‘
that chance lasted.

‘Then,. ‘suddenly, shp came 0 3 mde passa e,. Sy

gwang access .to. more of .the apartments in" t 5
quarter “of the_palace’ where, ‘apparently; no men -
ever aet faot.  Where did. this passage lead to? .-

" $he resolved to find ouf, if possible,

ble of vital he]p o R,ose of the Desert.’s mystermas

an? -

# A few' stealthy stepa were all she took however,

then checked, heart in mouth. - i
Voicest - T
"Iri one of the apartmanis a.long this side passage

two people. were talking together, very -softly.’ e
They were feminine ton&x that Madge’s keen hea{: T
alarmed her og;‘eatlyr .

¢ ;

ing had picked w k{
. And then—sh, how qum y- that throb

was suocceeded b;v a thrill of joyful exciterent,
English -voices the;

Redgrave and Mra ﬂton i

avegirls
-delight; : but‘i .

with - Nassina- follqwmg ‘to.

opened the door mder, P

droadful :prison. to--her. and- her o

‘For; whas LBl
.if’ some bit of knowledge gieaned like this shonld -

ﬁere—the voiges. of Mlss' ey
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. i 'Th‘, “fmu-" Madge -m. 5w
ADGE shot & glance behind her, then rushed
-on. silently to the door of that room from

which the subdued talk was_sudible.

B Af. all costs she felt she must try the door, and,

<. -Becond thoughts are best,- however, -and Madge
"had one such- thought to hold: her .in check., -

+  No; if the door wére unl bh

.Intely certein that the two captives “were lodged

. with some native attendant who  was. - their
. wardress, . . BB el g
" * Betier to take ‘careful note of where this -

room’s sibuated, and then go back!” the sehqolgii-ll )

-decided shiewdly. * And yet—" .
. And yet, how hard it was not to get in _touch
- with her two friends and fellow captives! To go
" back ‘without having spoken even one word with
them—when such a chance as this might never,

- meyer ccour again! i

- 8tilt, Madge adhered to the coursethat she fe!‘:',

was the wiser one.. Sho never even tried the
.of the. door, but held sway from . it, looking
around S0 23 (o acquite a mental-plan of the placs,
She counted the number of doors in- the passage,

* and.whilst doing. this she’ realised that.each doot -
h&d—fﬂeﬁ a ‘mﬂ; i .

o but some “weird: symbol | thab
was the native way of distingmishing ome .roem
from another. ' .

- 8o much the better!” thoughé Madge, and she-

did not go creeping back to the slavegirls’ apart-
- .ments, in the other corridor, before she had
* mémeotrised “the symbo! that adorned her friends’
prison-chamber ! . o
Nessina kad not returned, and Madge was still

left to her.own rdsources. - In preat agitation she

paced abent, wondering how to make the best

of what solitude might. still be left to her? . .-

-Then an inspiration. came.” Make out & plan,
.ant '&ej. it to Hose of the Desert if possible—that
" Fhore war oot  fianss e i

! re was nob a scrap of paper for the rate
girl 4o utilise; but that did net deter her. . -

‘Ina gie&y she had her soiled handkerchief spread
_ upon-the marble floor, and was lying down upon

some rugs and cushions mear by, as i still suffer-

ing from the effects of het
she had found -a stum;
pooket, snd stealth

S o e
.. With lighthing spet
plan of ‘the pala

maltrestment. -“But

sho sketolied. & -ground-

palace and it precinets;, and. where

the. gma'g’e' .was, leaditig: to- thé- very roomr- in
whi

€]

jch she was working at present” Then that - the courtyard. i o
side gasu . Wwith-all “the doors marked off, ‘und’  From where she sat, she could see Poor Naomer
-one doeor with its symbol copied out- faithfully toiling awsy at the well, and Paula and Polly

from memory—Madge got it all down upon thai.

- flimsy handkerchief!
-Bhe was just printing the words: “Miss R. and.

"Mrs, H. in here,” .when the deep silence was
ended. Someone’s gliding step was sounding
along the passage. : i

Bttt the. schoolgirl crumplod. up the band

Bwifily the. sc irl erumpled up ! andker-
chief and pub it out of sight, aleng with the bit

- of penctl, . That was that! Would 1t ever be of

ed, then it was abso-.
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- - if it. were unlocked, must give those two captives:-

;. .the joyful surprise of rushing in upon them. g:agi{éil;ﬁ

- of barbarism
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- her own clothes Took nice enough again, she simply

the bundle into & cornéry . .

No doubt the woman wardrsss had a good reason
for wanting all the schoolgirls b0 refain - their
British costume, To the Sultan hi (
as. to everybody else about the palage, it was

ing te seo the girls remaining outwardly

] a3 théy wero at heart—whidst they re-
mained. too,

Madge was now given a commanding sign that
meant:. “Take up your mandoline, and . follow
me!”” And mest minute she was walking heavy-
heartedly” behind ‘the woman, eonvincsd that she

. was- ¥o_join -the’ tusicians in the palade, after all.
&

Ay the top of the wide stéps Jeading into the
central . court, however, the -girl évasg-”wddenm

halted. With gestures that could not be misunder- -

stood, Nassina bade her. squat down .thero in she
opeit air, and start playing the mandoline.

hapless siaves about this stronghold

, &8 well

;

‘It was mesnt as mnother bit of humiliation for

the bapless captive, but in secrot Madge rejoiced.
The sun was blazing down upon her, and the
stonework upos which she sat, as well as the wall
behind her, spemed hot enough to shrivel her up.

-Better this, though—oh, a thousand times betber—

than - ing taken into the palace, to be under the
jeweHed AT - .
But it would never do for her to look relieved!
Nassina stood by, and, -with
haleful eyes upon. her, the git! was eareful to look
as _miserable as ever. & :

Laimg
as she sguatted upon the hot pavement, she

_strummed. away, thinking what an absurd melody

,.

. been those about the palace wh

of pencil in her -dress- .
o was drawing her' plan -

-girl slave may have seemed to

‘dragging 0 and fro wik

—if i could be eslled a melody aé- all<her an-
skilled bands were makimg.” .~ - bt
her -strummings, however, thers may well have
. o marvelled at the
aptitude with which
instrument. To many, -the fingers of this school-
: fphtg:king & vory
tender, if simple tune from thoze few taut sirings..
—of utter. despair—in the slow thrumming. that
pleased Nassipa, for once ggain that woman’s. bold
eyes. bestowed a gloating }

- After a time Nassing went away, but Madge
dared not pause in her playing. gimoat

silett-footed “attendamt

whero was Betty? There was no glimpsing .her. .

Madgo could see, foo, the entrance gates, :where
tall v wore doing duty- as sentinels, and so
she. had her interest aroumsed when, all at once;

. the great wooden gates were turned back, to pres

any use, after all?.- There was no knowing; but

she had done her best, anyhow! ... - b
INassina oame .in, tb find ‘the girl captive ‘doin
her- best to restore her-appearance after the ruugﬁ

" handling shie- had received, In the woman’s hands -
undle of pative raiment, ‘which she. had -

Wae -a

-evidently intended, Mad%a to pub en, But when

"Nassins saw how the girl was managing 1o make

‘to be

a com. of men inte the courtyard.
i sy o S g
in very disorder] on, ims; { them-
ryoz;ig & CO y .of native soldiery. who hid
been pereding through the .desert ~
with & sudden ‘throb of pity such as she always
at. Mr. :Hamillon was with the soldic
Crowds of the city's idlers. bad kept pace with
thé hapless prisoner and his errsy of _and,
3 --gates had been ¢ ..again, the
and yells of exscration.

their waterpots. - But-

Then, -

gk royal iy as he -lolled his -
ha ng- kﬁm tolied upon
pitiless preature’s ' -

the stringed instrument u;;on her. lap,

It Madge’s own ‘musical esr was offendsd By

e had mastered tho native .

Perhaps, %00, it was soae note.of tregio sadness . -

?t;‘:k-upén thé poor girl.
by e g Reut; she Mrmmsed dre stoal
.by -the willing fieat, she -thrummed away steadi
--with no-one, it seemsd, to heed her except soms
-or. other. who. went by im -

em, 43 they came trooping i-n,'.'

w prisomer; she saw -



A

. Ry s I | B b )
‘A PLEASANT SURPRI
down tihe yashmak that:hid the lower -part of '
her face, and they the features of

8o Madge knew that the one British captive who
was 8 grown man had been taken round the ecity,
this: morning, to. delight the savage populace.

. Bhe could have burst into tears at the thought

" of this awful indi%mty to which the brave gentle-
“men had been subjecied. If only she could give
comfort to himwas again her wistful thoughi—
and - s0 another
girl. -

Loude# , than ever she plucked: the strings: of
her quaini 'mindoline, whilst she suddenly FE’I
up her voice-in song. - - DAy e

o Xt was mtgntiozmlgv‘ a mo

the hysterical wailing of -one doonied: captive at
the sight ofianotherf .- -~ - % =00
--Only, what. Madge sang—the very words, all
uninteﬁjglble ‘as they were to the native immates
" of the palace—were words that made a plain,
unrhymed message for Mr. Hamilton's ears. -
Could any girl have turned her own plight as &
tlave musician to better advantage than Madge
was now.doing? Surely not! : )
. In thaf sing-song tone she told the Britisher, as
he was' being marched away to his cell, that she
had heard his wife and Miss Redgrave talking
together only. a little While ago, and so nothing
terrible had happened to them so far. She also
let him know- that. Rose of the Desert still had
great hopes of the plan of escnge. One night, it
woulélr'be——.so let him keep up heart,
pared! - - -5 :

7 That his ,ile'art".'x"'ﬁailifi::ed up",_byr this strangely-

.delivered: mussage she' had. proof ‘before he was

* gone, Fine giunt of .a,Brif;isher that he was; he

o L
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; W " -stood a liead taller than any of his dusky guards,

. it was!

saw—not
Nassina, but the fovely face of Rose of the Desert! ~

daring idea -suddenly seized the

ted”
{ umful, des’pairi-n.g _nol‘?.,o-'
{hat her voice took - on; and to the ears of .the
- natives, it ‘musi have seemed-like a’ very- dirge;’

and be pre- .

silently “between

Every Tuesday- . )

and so Madge could:see him looking across to her’

with eloguent” syes—looking beck af Her, when at

last e was being hustled thxough a doorway.
The thrilling scene had ended,: and now the girl.

left off singing, although she.durst not cease her =
“thrumming on the mandoline. i
much longer, was her poignant thought, as she.

Héw, long! -How

felt the sun’s vays burning with. fercer heat -than'
ever! And vonder were her equally hapless chums,
still forced to go on diawing and carrying . the
water. . - - ' . %

Oh, if only this could be the last day of humiliat- -
ing, cruel slavedom! I
- As if to give her something to suffer that would
be. the very climax of the morning’s cruel ordeal,”

.the" Sultan himseif came presently ihto the open

air, with a few cringing attendants, - -
 He came slowly. forth to take a’ tuin- tipon tho
conrtyard steps, and the instant his eye fell upon
Madge,: still squatting there with ler mandoline,

- he moved towards her. -

There was a_most distx-eséiﬁg‘ moment "for_tha

"girl when she bad to thrum away at the strings

whilst she sat trembling beneath the monarch’s.
eye. He himself knew not a word of Engligh, and
s0 he could only laugh at her. But what 4 laugh®

" After that, he paced to and fro with his sérvile
retinue, all the jewels with which his. brilliant.
garments were sewn flashing in the sunlight. And

. -gach time he went by Madge he looked down upon
- her with.a look that said:™ . - . .-

.- *“My. helpless prisoner—as all your friends dra

; : . prisoners| How: it delights me-to see you- at mny,
Ef AZ hrown - DPIISOREIS L L clphk : -
.5 _hand drew . ‘I Ll e, £, 3 )
But he soon tired of his airing—the only air ho
" would possibly take to-day—and as soon.as he

was gone Nassina came up to Madge and signed.
to her to get up. She was not taken back to the
musicians’ room, but was allowed to keep her
mandeline. Betty was fetched from some other
part of the palace, and then Naomer, with Polly
and Paula, were called off - their task. - = -
Thus the five girl captives were brought to-.
gether again, io their intense relief, and were led:
back- as one party to their dark dungeon, .. - .
‘One way and another, Madgy- might well feel '~

that she had turned her own hand a lot, this moxn:. =

ing, to_good account;. but there. was one thing
¥yej she hoped to do—the mest  daring thing of .alll.

Bhe had managed to take the-last position in
thaé]ina, as they all filed back—Nassina leading, as .
usual,
dragged along the dungecn-passage, Madge-
ste‘ﬁ&nily took out her screwed-up handkerchief, . .

‘Bhe knew which was Rose of the Desert’s. cell
—here it was, with an iron grating ahove the:
locked door. Was Rose of the Desert inside "at
this moment! Madge could not tell; she had got
to do the desperate thing, and risk. the conse-
gueneces | : ) . i

Last in the line, and with Nassina some distance

‘ahead, Madge halted for the merest fraction of a_

second—just time enough for her to teke aim and
cast the ball of cambric towards that iron grating.
It if struck the bars ‘and fell back, then thore-
would be no trying again this time! Up it flew,
and -n?w—-n‘o_——-. o x i

Vet T S
Oh,. what splendid luck! e B
The screwed-up handkerchief had whizzed -
e bars! And so Madge could .
go-on with the rest of the schoolgirl slaves, re- ' -
Joicing. in the thought that her rough plan of the. -

-Now, as the weary, sun-dazzled girls. -



. might—oh, I.wonder, will it

E I think of the luck I

- Twopence

. Balwe hiad found its way into Rose "of_r_-_'the'
Desert's keeping, . -

L e % Omns Night—* ~ =

“ WNJIGHT had come a?'m'n to the schoolgirl slaves,
: in their lanten-lit dungecn beneath Susah-

. lab's murble halls, - .

- The hour was not late, and the girls were ex-
pecting a final visit from Nassina; for, although
they had been given their evening meal, it was
certain that she would lock in upon them once

", more, to_order them to sleep, as had happened on -

evious night.

- .'the {.‘!7' : . .
W M Well, she can come as soon as she likes; and
tell'ws to get-down to it,” Polly exclaimed, in .

& tone of suppressed excitement.
will not be aslee
# Nor I sai(r

*“ But I for one

very quickly, tired as I.am!”’
Betty fensely,

- The mere chanco that it may be, is some bit
" ‘of comfort,” Madge put in softly. . ** And when
ad, in getting that plan to
Rose of the Desert—-"" : :
© % VYes, wather! Geals, that may have made all
. the diffewence in the world to Wose, a5 we
. agweed when Madge told us? Naomer,” darling,
"I'm afraid you are wather depwessed; you do not
quite’ gwasp—" - U PR
“ Oh, yes, I understand, and I %{m" keep a
smile, Yike you brave Eg‘lg!ish girls’ that I love,”
Naomer ¢xclaimed. * Only to sea you so brave is
" what makés me feel to blub1” o .
: “Well, 1 novert” Polly said, with a queer
_chuckle, ~ “'That's odd, Naomer darling! It
ought to make you happy, deax, to see us trying
to .keep our end up!” ) ; & & "
- “I keep a smile, and I blub as well—yes,” was
. Naomer's half amusing, half pathetic way of ex-
plaining her ‘emotions.

to blub any more, like you—-"".

“Pye blubbed. once to-day, I admit #,” Betty .

owned with a grimace. “1It was this morning
whén Nassina took me up to the flat roof of a
building nedr the palace gateway, and mede me
stand there for people to stare at me from the
stréet, To be made an exhibition of, like~thaf,
it hurtgPr . - = i

-“ Poor Betty, I chould just think it did hurt®’
Madge-exvlaimed, catching at the other girl’s hand
to- p!‘??s it. Ui

B {4 !Sh,l Nmim'"

It was Polly whoss ears had been the first to .

.pick up the sound of a step in the passage.. Al

talk - ceased “at- onde, “and in . the sudden’ silence
knew so well by -

they heard the voice which they ki
-this time, murmuring the password to: that sentinel
- who was on duty oulside the dungeon. .
"~ Then the key-grated in the lock, and the heavy
door swung open, the girls backing away together
as the figurs of Nassina—imperious as ever—
glided into the dungeon.
Bhe closell ‘the door ‘behind her, and now the
gqus‘ex?,eotged the usual bu_l'!}nng commapnds that
always followed this woman’s en ﬂ;} g ¢ o5 owe
Mustesd, however, .a-startling thing happened—
something i

amagement. ; Bon W .
A brown hand drew down the white cloth that
was folded about the lower half of -
face, and go they saw—not the features of Nassina,
. but theoflo oly . face of Rose of the Deserti 7

“Herd, in ‘the guise of Nassina; wearitig every
bit ‘of raiment that distinguished that woman,
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pered on:

“Will it be to-

% Bome day. T lparn. not j‘ '

hat was worse than my baving

that left the -five girls gasping . with .
the -woman’s -

¢ Desert—here, in Nassina's stead! = oW,
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‘and knoﬁring the ﬁasswm-d, ,passe_ssix!lg the dun%eon
i ave

keys—or how else could this wonde

I thing
come about? ‘ o

Wonderful? But it was more than that. To all

five girls it seemed miraculous! : -
“’Sh 1"’ Rose of the Desert cautioned them, with

" a graceful motion of the arm. And then, leaning

towards them, she whispered in Inglishi |

% Will-you take your chance with me? It may

be freedom—it may moi. But are you ready.to
take the risk?” - .

" Their ‘exoited eyes answered her, and. she whis-

“When WNassina—that she-fox—came fo-me, o

“minute since, I fAung myself upon. her, - She is

there in the dangeon that ‘was. mine, and will
neither cry out nor mbve an inch, so: fear hob!
The password—listening .at the grating of my
dungeon, I have offen heard the word given, and
&0 I was ready with ik The keys I took from her,
as- well as such raiment of hers as I needed to
dia‘gnise myself-—* ot :
0

. Wose, Wos#"l”" Paiila ) coﬁlé-ﬁbb help

breathing, in’an‘ ecstasy of admirvation. * (loodness'
i e

""gﬂs_{t!”-—th&; intrepid daughter of the desert’

iz}temrupted. “ Now, quick! Follow me, when I
lead the way as if I were Nassina! The sentinel
h};u: I;een told by me that the Sultan has sent for
t g e 2. .

~

In the dim lantern light the girs -exchanged

round-eyed glances.

the Desert—of course they would! But was: it

thinkable that they conld possibly win through fo

fresdom ?

A PERILOUS MOMENT] ..ot 2
o i ma‘ guard mqu_-.olgm_

fooked O :

Wwpaw“ﬂ.hﬂq ! wm.mu’“%m&%m&f !

They weuld follow Rose of . -



© . as earpestly: = ... o . ) .
©Yos—yes, wather!  What about Miss Red-.

.. - The audacity of thiz thing’that Rese.of:the --
_"Desert hiad doue!- But there 18 a-saying that for-
tune favours ‘the brave,.and so far, at diny rate, .

" And what about the others?” Madge “whis-
pered xnx;nusly, whilst }sezf chims joined in, ‘just

...gravé and Mrs. Hamilton—her hushand, too?”

" Rose of the Desert’s only answer was a reassur- B
ing gesture. She had entered with a lantern, and-
this she now ‘tdok in her hand sgwin, whilst she.

& ?1 nfd to one of the girls to pick “up tle other
B L A T S T S i
“"Betty did’ this, and ‘then—then the"

-'-_smssta_en; N .
: - of, thre” Desert . calm!ly turned back to the

" door-and drew it wide open for the girls to file-

' .onf, _-Ever{l inch the.gloating Nassina she Jooked,
standing there, whilst the. girls, as they pazseé

forth into the dungeon padsage, made a point of |

looking mete cowed than ever.

T]}ua' they passed . that - unsuspecting “.woman
sentinel' to whom, - jiist “now,. the ~password had.
given. E T A E e

. " all had gone well with hei and those girls for
. whom, af-any time, she would have yielded up

her life. o i . : il
One great advantage was hers, of course. She

.was gotually a native of the same desert city that

to -spealf ‘the same- dialeet’ to' perfection; - Al “the
" same, the chur L !
d:'uh-ri%, “Naomer: felt: they . would - never ccase -ta
niarvel ‘af. the.courage and daring -whick -their
. ‘fellow  captive had.shown. . .- R
.. Rose of 5 )
girls’ empty dungeon, locking it after “her, even
paused to. exchange a bit of muttered talk with
the .deceived sentinel. ~Then shé came on quickly,
‘a8 if merely to Fut. herself amongst the trembling
" captives, her glding step and ‘the poise of her
_head Nassina’s-to_the lifet - - 58w

"7 Up the shillow dungeon steps they w‘éint,,'i‘!‘lee_l‘.-‘
upen .
in t_ei_r-

ing mo ope, gnd so all_at once they emerged

the  courtysrd, 'with - the stars’ Rashing - &

thousands in- the night sky.: oo
Hers, too, they made no alarming -

wﬁntsrs,

ceive sentinel-like .figures looming here and -there
in the great courtyard. 5 .

Then, at a moment when all seemed so safe, one

" of those watehful guards came awny from his post,

* stalking towards thé whole band of girls, as if
“his_sugpicion’was aroused! 7 - T
© How _they fké]pt ‘heir. heads  at that critical
. moment the girls.could never afterwards say. It
would certainly Mave been no_ surprising thing if

: . they had flown inta:a panie. . ..

. Gloser and ‘closer,. with _his. .!o'z:;g “stride; - drew
- " this man of the Sul :

an's, and -fhere’ was not_the
B Il'efas; ,dpﬁbf that" he -was ggia_a_g t;o b:;

of the Dedert, -imagining her. o b
g Woufd"‘heiaeé'.%%m;lghﬁfhe disgiii L e
- 'Would he detect just thie fairitest difference. be-
tween this-girV's voice and Nassina’s? If so—

If so—and the next momient would.decide~—Rose

Nassina,
1

of the .Desért’s desperate plan ‘would ‘bave- been-

- {rustrated at the start! E

© oL s e Disaster 7 ‘ _
T HE man hilted but ‘a few paces off from the
"} " girls, and o the chums™surprise it was Rose
.., of the Desert who spoke first. . o
Afterwards,  .they - realised that she had mur-
- mured the password, just as Nassing or any other
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- ~gircumstances.

-Sultan, E 3 ‘
v “Ye ave with the captive :damgels. ear
¥ Vea, friend., Apﬁious are my-dags ‘and mights,
C"Uno.. 7% when it'is' by ‘special favour of the ;royal miaster
first daring - hese- damsels. -]

but-the opportuni

Tkeptt oo

. Desert’s audacity.
“ding that I asseroble all the: captives,” that'they
& 1e sh g may be taken before him anon!” -~ . .7 v
Nassina belonged to, ‘and sp’it was easy for her - ; 2 A R - ,
-, The, duped fellow swaggeped round the five girls, " - Fa

chiums . of Movcove School apd their ' smiling -as- he saw how palé and -térrified -they ..~

the Desert, as she came away from the

‘out of their prison chamber!
.~ On, top of these- dismaying 't
B M A Rty W il X ol e o s o o

. either|

- Redgrave!
peak with Rose -

with -me. to. fetch away,” Rose of the:

official in ihe palice yvmﬂ"d_..hkvi; done. in the sanie

As soon as this fomality had feen gonethmugh, "
bl;le man spoke with -a. show-of %reat‘ respeot. for
Nassina, a3 being orie in' high "favour .with- the

late, Nassina !’ i

himself ‘that"1 have charge over these damsels. . Tf -
I should Be. only a little carelesg———=" .+ 1. :
“Thou wilt never be at fault, thou of whom:
Susahlah is so -prétid1” the men fattered <he
“ Alas, I would that T were .in a - better posttion -
to serve the royal oiaéi;‘ My seal is great, Nassing,-
“ Thy zeal shall Taach the Sultsl’s edrs Ty word
frém me, friend,” Rose of the Desert spoke him -
softly. ** Pay heed, and I will not fail to reward

~'thee  "Guard thou these’ captives a moment, whilst "7 ©

co - whete two, others are ..

I: go: youder “to-the

‘ The two. women——" """ . R T o

“¢ Even so,” was the calm answer, leaving Belty”
& Co. more amazed than ever at Rosé.of .the:
“Tt is the royal master’s bid- .

And she glided away.

looked, Their gueking: state was ' only” what -he "’

" expected -of -them, and so ‘the' girls_ really, helped
" o’ deceive ‘him by “being ‘all’ of & tremble with

“dréad.

- The moments passed, and what moments they
were for Betty & Co.1 What an oternity of sus-

" pense each succeeding second seeméd o them!

. Supposing this man shonld be joined by others— ..

_ what would happen then, when Rose of the. Desert

returned ?. And -oh; supposing: Rose of the Desert - :
did not return, but was found out—caught in the . .
act of getting Mra, Hamilton and Miss Redgrave -~

'f:ﬁot;gh'ts, hﬂefe ‘was

uneasiness, - -

How about Mr. Hamilton? Tven if Mrs, Hamil-.

ton and Miss Redgrave weré got out of their - -
prison chamber, how could the Britisher himself
ever be got away from where he— e
The sudden paddinﬁ of steps u the cotrridor
pavement sent & thrill to.the girls' hearts. Rose
of .the  Desert was returning—and not' alone,

Wonderful, again ! Here she came,. gli:di_fig' ‘back
to the girl captives, with Mrs. Haniilion and Miss
“In the-pose of Nassing, the daring Rose had not
hesitated: to -présent herself at that room which
Madge had ‘marked on the plan, o demand that

.. both - women'. be.-delivered up - to “her—by - the

Hultan’s wish !

.. “8gI" -the man who had’been keépx'n_g watch - -

‘upon- the -girls remarked, ‘showing ‘his white teeth -
in: a flattering -smile for * Nassina.”  * Ye have-

- ‘a goodly bateh row, -Nassinal”

. % Vet. is there ohe more—and him will ye go '
; ) Desert
answered in Nassipa’s authoritative tome. ' =

. +; “The Englichman 1"

“ Yea, even the husband of, this woma'u,"y!he_'-
clever girl responded, at the- same time -striking. . -
Mrs, Hamilton lightly across the’ mouth. as an
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way !~ , o o
. i Bpt the dyped guard hesitated, W
7% Ye ask o sitrange thing, Nassinal” he ex-
claimed, = “The Englishman—yea, T know where

. he.is lodged; but there ure those appointed to

- guard him. T I interfore—" .. .

o “TFriend, question not what Nassina is about!”
~Rose of the Desert spoke sternly,” “Ts not the
- Englishman as much my prisoner as these others?

Show -me {o the'yiace where he is, and I will
satisfy his guards? i : v el B
;. Bhe added sulkily, as if it were an explanation

" she should not have been called upon o make: .-

-« . *These women and -girls’ are with me;. and 1~
" want not a crowd of soldiers to attend the English-
man when he joins us. One will suffice—and it
shall be thou, friend!’ , :

The poor dupe swelled with ‘pride when he
hoard tgat With the false “Nassina" walking
her female prisoners in two-and-two fashion, he

- led on'to the other side of the dourtyard, to wheve .
a dark doorway gave admiftance to some’ dyngeon
steps.. - . - - ‘
. Here ** Nassina **- halted Betty and the rest, then

wenf with the guard down the.steps, remeiking -
that the captives were oo cowed to try and take
Ty of their being left alone for the
morment. ' - )

. Left belind in the nightbound yard, under the
“star-crammetl_sky, they waited -in breathless’ sus-
pe : Miss Redgrave, and the
girls. What their longing wis to burst into
talk may be imagived, but for a minute at least
 eyvery tongue was held in check, .
* Then. -Polly, always a bad hand at keeping a
at;t_! tongue, broke out with a groaning sort of
' swnisper. WV K B .
“ Oh, .if anything_goes wrong now! And even .
. i she ‘brings ‘Mr.” Hamilton out to us—how are
we. to get away from the palace!” ; S
“We are in tho hands of providence,” Miss,
Re%f-rave ‘murmured fervently. * Surely Heaven
“itself will aid us! Think how wonderful it is that
we m.f.ssembled ben‘a, when only a few minutes

“Ees, wather! Wait till I get to England?”
Paula had to exclaim below her breath. “ We'll .
have Wose of the Desert’s’ phoﬁograﬁh put in the
papers for thist Bai Jove, she.must have a medal, .
o e came Bobky's:andiden. Yopelol wiliger
. -%Tsayl” came ’8 su opeful whisper.
“ 1f only we can get awaibfmm*the_-_ g balora
‘the alarm gees.up,. it ought fo be all right. Rose
of the -Desert knows every hole and corner of
Sugahlah; it is her native city?” - o
.. Then we -can escape into the desert,”
‘Madge ze!joi- hopefully, “and—"
. “Hark! Oh,.swhat is all the shouting for?
- Hark1” two or three of the girls suddenly ex-
focdiing. togath d hey all
. Huddiing together in great dismay, they
turned- their eyes towards the other side of the
courtysrd, for it was from the women’s quarter of
the vast palace that the outery was going up. °
“I¢ iz the. algrpi¥® Mrs. Hamilton said hoarsely.
# The whole thing has been found out!” .

! Lifs or Death—Which ? 2
AR underground, in & dark passage siinflar to
the one the girl captives had often traversed-
... to and from "their own dungeen, the girl
who was posing as Nassina had been halted by
er guide. oufside 2 prison cell, 52
There was a guard posted near the door, and
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“ o before me, friend, and shnﬁ‘ﬂ;a' .
: % . - a8 ‘muol

. “Open

.of the Desert’s

,§ﬁ§Picieus!y. 5

‘hagd been played.

,sng " Hamilbor
Oh,
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Rose of the Desert addressed- herself to him with

COmMposUre A8 dver, . y:” o
n the door, friend, and let the Englishmian
como forth! It is the Sulisa’s command that he
and ‘all the other captives shall be faken. before
him this night, after the feasting.” .

“ 807" the gaoler responded, with slight resent-
ment. *“ And wherefors does the Sultan's order
reach me in this fashion?" Coe o p L

““ Nay,” the sham Naussina murmured foothingly,

“ thou knowest - that I, Nassina ben Jezrel, am
given charge over all the damsels and the women
that aré prisoners! T am in favour with. the
Sultep——" - ' ‘ o

Thou art, truly!” was the far from good-
humoured rejoinder. * Perchance, yo deem the -
Englishman no ‘better than a woman; but I tell-
thee, his spirit is not_broken yot, Nassinai If he -
goes, then I go with him—ypealt”- .~ .

help to_

“8o be it; and this thy friend shall
of -the Desert answered, with
might have indulged in.

O O in o b Fron i Tttt
" ied & key from the bunch.
i s it :

i his waist by a leathern girdle, #ind

door, and was

calling upon - Hamilton . to #tend
forward, wh :

.the vther man, who had ‘been Rose
guide, suddenly bent towirds hor
Yo gave mio the password,” he syid; * yet vt
thou fmﬂy Nessina  ben ’Jezrcls?ﬁ?" 'Nay,‘.._ by
_ “Rose of the Desert!” Hamilton gasped out,-
realising in lightnixfhl’ash_'r’on the sort of trick that

T the brave girl panted, whilst

“ Bave youtself

"she bagan to strugele with the man who had found

her ouh, . *° Quwk_-.—the;;;ue in t?;a courfyard--

‘yoiir. wife<<the cthers—""* -
“ What!

t1 Then that for you!” Hamilton sud-
cried at his gacler, with a blow ¢hat took
ellow full in tho faco. . o g S

He went down like a log, and nexi. second
ilton was at the doorway, tackling the other

man | . : : ;
swarthy fellow had seized Rose of the

denl;
the

That
Desert, but Hamilton’s hand went about his throat,

and suddenly the girl was fres, and the two men
wers battling togethor. ) T,

Not for long, however. Such strength  was
Hatniltons 43 comes to-any man when-he.is fight-
ing for his own lkfe-and the lives of dear. enes.
He . shook his opponent until ¢he man’s testh
rattled, liffed him clean off the ground, then
hurled him headlong into the dungeon.

- The fellow fell erash against the gaoler, who was
thus laid out flat once more, just as he had

started to struggle up. ‘
And then——&am ! Click! Rose of the Desert
had kept her wits.about her, She had pulled the -

" door shut end turned the key, making gnard and

gaoler alike prisoners in the dumgeon, whilst she
and Hamitton were in the passage, . ‘
“My wife ?—the girlsi—in -the courtyerd, you
s nted ab her. * Then come on!
h, miy. brave girl, whether we succeed or fail, my
gratitude.to you will :be the same. For ypu to
ave——— Hark, though”
“He came to a dead stop as he voiced that

startled word, s 3

.-% Some alerm going up! You hear it, Rose of
the Desert? All thai shonting and yelling, some-
where—"" T

it into the Jock.” He had thrown opent the = -
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R ‘Q'a.y, tear not; all- goes “well . was the. dgsert.
girl’s Cal;;l;l angwer, ‘ “ It is ‘an alarm of’ ﬁre',’f : -

e
Thna do
eseape whzm 1 38 enm

-We gain- our chance
Afusion P - :
#< You ‘mean: iso gay - ou h&va sei: $he’ palaue ’(m
ﬁre * Hamilion gasped
- “Nazy, O master!’
. smothér of smokes; but it ‘deceives ‘them. . In this
. “city ‘there:is ncrthmg dteaded more than ﬁre "

. It WS tio tilme’ fo stand talking, - Every second
“tas of “vital value mow, and Hamilton almpli
- fushed along the dungeon pgssage 4nd up the dar|
. staitway, with Rose of"the
ﬁeet]y ‘
‘80, 10 a buef space, the ga.ned the opan air,
" where the’ever- zncreasmg shouts and yells of pamc
‘ were ‘appalling to hear.- -
‘hick clouds' of reeking smuke—caused a8 the
escapmg captives - afterwards: learned, by Rose of.
e, Desert .having kindled 'some Yitter- that was
smothaaed w1tb ‘wetter stuff—were drifting .out "of
: the* women's " quarters, -and to ‘the:inmates of the
place it must have s ed .a3 l.f. a devastatmg fire
:ad broken out.. c 8 :
--Hente: a state of.dire pa.mc everywhere. Not a *
rian’ was; keeping ab his. proper: posi:a The shioke -
as drifting across.the ceurtyard, and such ﬁgﬁrea
25 Betty | &, Co: could ~discern -through" the ‘thick"
o pall & ones that' dashed  blindly to’and f56; .

" earried - wilfy-waved - lanterns,” othérs
torch i,

. threugh the smother Har

e ‘They’ll have a ﬁre m re:i[ ea.rnest, 1f they a.rs
not “carefull” «

Not that he or any of his desperate compa.mons
wem ituge‘umg to - watch the “scene of cowardy
pamc ..

Alriost i the very. inoment that’ Hamﬂton and
the desel’t girl rejoined the others in the’ court-
gard they were makmg the, best of * theu* oppor-

. ty M e B

IE i rmlt«m would. have made a direct rush for ﬂle
ga. OWAY..
- up stick, and- was ready: to lay.‘out any ‘man -who
wight be'there to chiallenge him. - But Rese of the
Desert;: fortunate. in- heving all “that knowledge: of
the palace which had been acquired in earlier
da‘ys, said quickly:

thls way, friends!” :

Spee mg fler, ‘they -were soon mg—zag nﬁ
along a narrow. alley“way betwean two very hig
- walls, one of which ‘seemed to be. the boundary

) wall that enclrcled the who!e -great stronghold, -

. ~-Buve enongh, all at once Rose of the Desert
fetched up: ‘breathlesely -in front.of a: gateway, and:

. when her_hards- had manipulated - fastenings that
* sher niust 'have been-acquainted: with, she dragged °
. the wooden: door: wide “opén; her compnmona
" looked out into the dark streets of the clty.

' Then come on P was Hamﬂton s urging word
* None shall stop us now ¥’ -

He "looked, indeed, §ama "enough. to = batils
tlxrough a whola' moh ‘of ‘the Sultsn’s tnen, as le
placed himsélf at the head of the fugitive band of
_girls ;and women. * The missile he held was as.
thxck and heavy as a table-leg, and he was the

© ~man o, wmld i to' good effect af the need should

nnsel R
- Bug, wmh th_e 'damotiium in the g-mw-
ing. gvery” moment. wilder; thirowing the - whole .

desert - ctty mt.o a'state ei terror. the mpmg
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- -and that withou being

Thme is no fzre, only & .

esert fbllowmg Just as -
. men -and women -without being suspected.

and’ as theso tossing . lights shene: redly -
,.lt.cm thonght to him- -,

-z “Ti-say, T wonder if- Mr

2+ Pyst that ateway=~yes! But it iy closed for .
- the Mﬁxght PL,

He had armied, himself with ‘& snatehed- "

" the -outer side’
- excited -yells from men impatient to be admitted.

prisoners were -able to W8t

chagk
1t was, groping dark in thsd:n
and ‘some of the smoke had al aﬁy
diregtion.” Native men and .
- bui “they . themselves were all’
great m:mﬁusxon, ’
‘Fire! ™ y
As Rose oi the Deselt }1&& said, it i
thing. whichs, ‘the “whole opulaue s 1o
dread of. Let's fire bleaE out in this désér
it might spread and spread. until the whols 3
was burning from end to end! And tbxs, too, A
a fire at the royal palacél . e
Out of one narrow street. ifto another- sped the .
ciesperatye fugitives, often brishitg close by. natlve
might, have gone otherwise with™the. esca.pmg ‘
. prisoners if. ono had -not been’ Rose of ‘the Desert.
. Tory now and -then, someone .going: by ot a-rush,
. makitig" for’ the. %i:ea, cried an anxioug qies
" tion;-and - then Rose. of-th  “Was ] -
answer with all the Suenoy

caty

~ Whenever she did have to make answer llke
-this, she took care to convey the very gravest in-.
formation,” and’ so the alarm was deepened. 'The. -
?nla;ce was~ on_ firel ~The palace waS 8 ragmg'
urnace] The whole city was in danger! . -

-~ But now. the fugitives had to emerge from the -
last of those sheltering side-streets on-to a wide - -
“on€ thit led 1o the city- g‘ata How would they
fare now? - : i 5

ro 86 Qg+ b
‘_ ({3 Y‘es Bettyﬁ,’ o o

; Ham:l!mn kﬂom *.
Bettyupanted. under hes- breath;, with only~ Pa'[Ty,
Paula and Madge near- enough to catch her ex-
cited words, *‘ there -are Stmres of camels at the
palm.camp ‘outside the city 7. T saw them’ to-day, . -
when I was made to stand on show on the pdlace
Walﬂ ‘Oh,if only we can ‘gét out of the ety

dge. muttére 5 wnth a. hlssmg

ever to get.past that
&orm;d&ble bﬁrner, mto “the open dmrt to Jrea- Ei
Mr- Haniilton aould not_have known yet he ﬂet‘
forwardacrossthew approach to the gateway

“as if he had success at his command.

Here and there in the darkmess a man could be
dimly . seen joining in the rush that had set in
everywhere for the heart of the town. A fire'at .
the palace!" What a sight to behold, 1f one oould', o
only ‘get near enough! :

8o, even in this open. spa.ce msxde ﬁhe mty g'af.es,
the would-be fugitives, for all most of themi weére
‘in. ‘British - garb, claimed no- one’s notice. - - But;

'there ‘was one-fellow, the custodian of-the gate:

‘way, who §till remained at his post, a.nd w1th him. .
Mr Hamilton had got to reckon! %=

Tn advance of the girls, straight. for t.hat gate-
ke¢per the ‘Biitisher went, and all:in a’ mement
the dusky fellow was laid sut, flat—knocked: sense-
fess by & straight-from-the- shou!der blow that %
British fist had dealt him.

The’ ms.sswe k 3 were slu by a g-md]e about E
his waist, and’ Jamilton k down, ml-.h what'Aw'
seemed. to his agxi.ated eompanions amazing

ness, to take: posgession of -them. -

At that monient a violent knocking started” upon

of the a, dgata,an&thereweré‘_'

R My gwacaous 1 palpttated Paula. L= Haow can
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" we get out without. letting them inf. And
en—-"" o . o
© o “IPs all right,” Hamilion himself answered,
. getting up from his knees with. the bunch of keys
.. m his hands,  All of tyaumgiagd_ aside there, in
that doorway,. and wait for my signal!”
- They obeyed with a rush, buddli E out of sight
in the narrow doorway which he had :
And then they saw him walk calmly to the city
-gates, and work one massive key into the primi-
tive lock, whilst the timbers shook with the pushe
ing and thudding of the impatient mob' outside.
., - Mis steady hand -turned back the hasp, and in-
~ stantly both gutes swung inwards, letting through
the isbbering throng that -had ,come rushing
hither, drawn to the city by the great uproar.

To Froedom !

A R. HAMILTON, as would have been the case *

with the. proper gatckeeper, was simply
8wept backwards, with one of the gates
screening him; and so the rabble stormed past i,

indioated. -

combined with

British F'[uek; alone had achieved!
bie ! : '

the -apparently impossi ;
Away- across the sands of the desert—how they

5 on, 2l of

them, under that wide and .starcy

sky, making 2 bee-line for the palm clump where
the camels could be seized. .~ - - o

And now, as théy darted anziops glances behind
them, there was a sight that could mean only one

thing,

Mr. Hamilton’s. belief that there would be a fire

in real earpest

at ihe ﬁ)a!aca was _being justified.-
8

In the very heart of ¢ desert city there was a
lutid -glow, against which the :‘%uab, flat-roofed

‘buildings were

"turned lanterh

trick, kindling

blagkly silhoueited, -Some over-
or dropped torch had done the
a real blazé in thé palace, and

. now, indeed, might the whole populace be alarmed -

for the safety of the city. .
With the keen desert-wind blowing scross the
town, those fanned Bames would leap highar and

higher—and wha amongst all the Sultan

s guards

and slaves would meake any attemyt to cope with

~'THE BURNING OF SUSAHLAR! Toroven e

o thick pall -of sraoke that' drifted ACross
d"Bﬂy and Co. could soe the natives -

dashing o and tro, shouting, gesticulating, frantio with ¢8rror |

.. Théy ‘made u closely:packed crowd of perhaps

‘thirty maen, and when they were gone no stragglers

came in their wake, - el
.. %Oh, I know who they are—the men who were

" in chargs of all the camels!” Betty burst out ex-
citedly. " And that'y all the better for us !

“ Bai Jove—yes, wather!”

“Now!” pame the word from Mr Hailton,
and in o flash his companions were out of fheir
Liding-placé and speeding after him through the
gatoway. . . :

The open. desert!

- Here it. was, and only a few hundred yards away
were the p camels, To the fleeing prisoners
it spemed as. if they conld now shout:

- “*¥reel Fresd” = .

No- longer- did the dungeons of Susahlah ‘hold
them capfive, They had eseaped from the palace;
they were now even outside the formidable walls
of the desext ¢ity. And all this—this wonderful,
providential esoape———it had been accomplished
with no. aid from opiside! T
" The daring and audacity of Rose of the Desert,

the' raging -conflagration? With the helpless
fatalism of their race, men and women alike wouhd
be mere despairing onlookers, thinking: Ea

# Kismet—it is fate! It must burn !’

Burn that fire did in any case, for the lurid
ggow was growing brighter and brighter whilst -
the fugitives were unloosing camnels at the palri-
clump and getting mounted.

Avwsay l—away I—as fast as ever the floet heasts
could traverse the nij htbound wastes, and if ever
the %irls looked back, whilst they clung on. as
besi they could to their jolting. mounts, they say

On and on!

the city of Susahlah burning fiercely,

Over the great desert, every yard

of the way meaning greafer. hope foz the chums

of Morcove and their fellow fugiiives: and so at

last the city they had: fled from—that foul strong-

hold of barbarify, only fi to be wiped for ever

from the maﬁ—gms far down upon the level
0

horizon. A wl
“ No wonder

Betiy, still hanging on rather gomica

camel that was

o town, blazing from end to end!
there. was no pursgip ﬁsrke:.[ oub

y - to fhe
earing her along with the rest.
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. “The e back there have-got:something else What a great hour for Naomer, too, when st
t"‘fb"!ﬁ ut iow, '.y?;ﬁput—__bﬁgtermg_.about- us® last her pretty feet were.firmly set upon the-land - .
- £ Vé-ye-yes wuw-wuw-wather ! Paula had to of her dreams! England—Moreove! = 0]

. chime .in, although -almost. sl the ‘breath was ‘But, as a record of all the strange.and perilons
jolted ont-of her body. . It’s quite_all wight, adventures which Betiy & Co, miet  With;: durin
what ? “At this wate, geals, we shall soon o baok - their “'mission” io the. desert-country. of. Nort

at ‘Mqrcove!’_’ L NP D ~ .Africa, our story really ends here. = ° o fat T

¢ Ha, ha, ha! But that’s the way to talk, 'Paula’ "~ It needs a fresh ‘story altogether,’ deseribe | L

" dazling,” " chuckled Polly. - “To ‘me, it really 18 . what that little: dusky damsel, Naomber; made of
just as if we shall be at the dear old school again - Morcove School, ‘when she got there—sand . wha
before another day is.outi - - Cietecso o0 Morcove made-of her! . o~
- Well, 1 ea.n'?r’bmisa joi this;” ‘Mr, Hamilton ~_Xhat story may bg told someday. Meantime,-
cried to -the girls, ‘ i i

. 5 *hy sunrise you will be in _will it mot be just as big a change to'us, ‘as i
friendly - territory 1 - See—there are ‘the mountains was to the chums of the' Fourth Form, to be done~ :.. -
that lie between Susahlsh and Nakara, Even if with all the barbarism of Susahlah and its tyrant -
we Have to dismount and abandon .the camels on’ ruler, and to be in the ofld surroundings once
this"side, we'll soon be across the heights, And again? o SR
- thep—»" - CE e R e ; St;: Tlstead of"s?eéms _ﬁ:&)m ,s_ni;lch !istrange laez
%1 sse my grandfather once moie, before I go ., a3 the dungeons of Susa or the glowing deser
to’ the érea{ gountrj' of England I was Naomge?- * wWe shall have class-room 'and ‘study before ouvr
Nakara’s delighted outburst.” “I say him -good- eyes. when the curtain rises once more.” “. -
bye, keep:a smile, and then Fgo fo England to , Pauls, without doubt, will be lolling’ iri ‘the old
be teached P =. v L ¢ it o SRS fayourite chair in’ Study No: 12. "Beity Barton
.U ¥es watherl- And don't forget, Naomer will be managing to *keep a smile,” ds Naomer
darling, there will be woom for you m my study. has it, -in spite of -the htth trials and dxﬁqultles .
Bai Jove, geals—" . : . of the Fourth Form captaincy. Madge will be
4 Hurrah, hooray! That's how 1 feell” sang ag}le to romp downstairs to the music-room for a
~ out  Polly, the .madcap, . and she urged- ®n her = bit of Beethoven, whenever she is mnclined, instead
" trusty camel: “* Gooon, there! Gee-up—gee-hoal” ‘of being forced m--piu% a native mandoliie as &
~* Mfes. Hamilton, riding close to Miss Redgrave, . slave musician!. ~And Polly—- . . . . ..
.made a langhing comment -on -the jubilant state’. . Well, if Polly Linton -is not more than ever. the
the girls were in, now that all-danger was post. - madeap of the Fourth, we shatt be surgrised!.. -
& Those ‘girls .of yours—what a handful they ~ -0+ oiERD OF THIS WEEK'S STORT.) - o - . - .
mush be, dear . . e e "o G T P gt e Llew
o hff_sﬁmetghme%!’.’ 'allo_we%i't.hfej youhhi"laA_ m,lg‘ess of I T : = T
- ‘thé :Fourth’ TForm at Morcove. : ~doyou * | WNexk Weal! : e
know what I~am thinking? - Naomer' Nakara ) Eext W-e?ks Grand SR
. li;gf_‘laﬂlike being & special handful, apart fiom the - - New Morcove Story W
"4 Ah, “ovr- quaint little Naomer,”. wag Mrs. |’ .18 -é‘!h_tlc_d .
Harmilton’s, .rejoinder, whilst she ‘glanced”.ab..- B

Nakara's, future yuler in the starshine.. - Yes, ' I-.]. - & F N 9 L
think you #re right: From what I have séen of: }. TheDa Glrl Py 3

. her, .ol the time she hds been under my eye at the S s B e R

. . palace,of Nakars, Morcove School is . going. to find,’ ]

: a“gthg;.ﬂmadoap, in her.. ‘What do” you 58

Naomer?. I say she. has come throughi eversy- | .= - s
thipg like & little heroine!” Betty answered for™ - |- &
- ode. . e : o e ~
o -:‘ Xei], Emthe_r, IrJ&xi Jo,ve‘!i. Like & g'eagléwxck ». . ; e oA
.46 And if ever, Naomer dear, you do find your-- | ’ gt ; : A8
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