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R ok . A% Sunset. - - i %
« ANNLY an hour to sunset, Tess, and even now
- O thers ‘is no sign of-the ship’s: returnt” -
: ©o o “T was just gomg to say, Madge; deat,
my eiea are prettﬁ good,
out there upon the horizon.'” ‘
“Nothing 1" < .o o
‘As Madge Minden voided the word, she lowered
the: binoculars. which she “had” been bringing to
bear upon- all the wide expanse ‘of sea visible
from this study windew at Morcove. School: -
do . ; ;
"-Tess Trelawney answered decisively: "' !
¢Tind Miss Redgrave, and tell her how uneasy

we. feel about it all,  Madge, That's what I sug:
gest. We have hesitated Iong emough, ”in fear of

creating & needless. scare, but now-——" .

“IE, everything is as Miss - Redgrave. -and - the
_headmistress. take it to be, the boab should have
been returning toits anchorage by now,”. Madge
agreed, with & nod. “It was supposed to be osnly
‘going -for a short -trip to sea, as a treat for the
girls;. Then why is it still out of sight?’’
© “Madge, the longer we hesitate, the more un-
) _ was Tess’s earnest
entreaty, and she took & resolnte stride to’ the
study door. G a® el o TR

That Madge was eager to go with héer chum her
‘ovwn brisk manner showed, Next moment the two

girls were .outside their ““den,’” and.they would -

have hurried along. to the stairs, but were detained
by two or thres other girls, :
. “#Madge—Tess! I say,

took place in the Fourth Form corridor, - “Queer
business, isn’t it?". ) i : )

-*“Weo are going- o Miss’ 'Réﬂgr-sr;va.— about - it,

girls,”.. said ~Madge, and Helen commented
gravely: - Co TR
4 Just as well if you do, I think! Supposing
“jt.has ‘been anything bub a pleasure trip for our
four chums, after all!’’ % ’

“1 know,” gloomed Tess. ““Well, you girls

come with- us; won’t. you, to have a word with

- “Miss Redgrave?’ : e B e
But Helen Craig and her -two companions con-

siderately abstained, -saying that._it' would make

- such a crowd of them. So, a minute later, Miss

_Re_dgrave’s gentle ‘“Come in!” ‘only brought

- Taken away against their ‘will to South Americat Held
in the power of revolutionaries, and only to be rteleased
_if the revolution .proves successful | '
‘in ‘which Betty and her chums find. themselves.
adventures with which they meet -are most enthrallingly

By MARJORIE STANTON.
and :,-etll_. cal see lﬁothing ;

%And so the question is, Tess; what are we to i :
g L0 P ey e g 'l:mo‘ctﬂa.}-;sl_' And it will soon be dar

‘worried. .

"% Ag 3 mabter of fact

! that boat isn’t back -
vet!? Helen Craig exclaimed, when this encounter - .

.- say they are not coming back to-night "~

This -is the position {
The

told in this magnificent story.

Madge Minden.” and -Tess Trelawney into her
presence, © - § . : .
- “Well, girls?” The youthful .mistress of the:
Fourth Formi looked as if she.hadn’t a care in

‘the world as she rose to receive the two scholars.
. “What's the trouble, that you look 8o anxious?” -

_“It’'s about  Betty and Polly ahg
little Naomer,’’ said Madge quietly. ‘That ocean-
going yaci;b that they were taken for-a trip to
sea in—" : ‘ ‘ 5 ¥
“Tt isn’t back . yet, Miss Redgrave!” Tess ex-
claimed. -“Not a sign of it, even .if. g-ou use the
We are

Paula- and

‘“Worried ? Oh, iny. dear .girls, you 'needn’t be
that!” was Miss Redgrave’s light-hearted response.
#Nothing has happened to ‘the boat, to delay its
return?’ . s e "

“No, but-—7" T B
had I known you were. un-
easy, 1 could have velieved your .minds .a couple
of hours ago. Miss Somerfield has had a telegram
from -the vessel, yes—""" d )

“A- wire from the‘ship‘?"- Oh,. by wircless!”

. giqﬂge exclaimed, smiling at the apparent para:
© GoX. .
- wireless.”

“Of .course, -the veszel is fitted . with

““The télegram was brought to us: from. ihe
Barncombe post-office, just like an ordinary one,” .
Miss Redgrave explained. ©What & wonderful
age we live in! Tt was Madame Florissa tho had.

. the message wirelessed from on board, to say that.
the weather is so beautifil, the girls are having -

their little treat prolonged.” . - L
% Are they?” muttered Tess, * You. miean to.
" ¢That ‘s so, girls,” smiled the mistress. “The '
steamer’s pleasure cruise i3 t6 be extended, and ik

- “will not be back at its anchorage until early in the
- morning. Don’t you.envy Betty and her chums.

their -delightful surprise trip?” e
“Well, er—" began' Tess, and then Madge
chimed mm: (- 25 e v
““We don’t quite know, Miss Redgrave, how to .
feel -about it, ‘even now. Yol see, our opinion of
Madame Florissa has been that she has been mixed

. up in & rather mysterious bit of business.” .
© . .%Of course, she is a foreign lady, and the wife-
:oF a very wealthy and important personage,” Tess,



Coveu.”,

" zight to do that, surely!™ .
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took .up the tale, “so, after all _we may only - ‘windows.and peered in. Mad;

. . have got hold of a mire’s nest. But—7" .: .. Miss' Redgrave to a thivd, . -7 40, r
- “But- what 7 Miss “Redgrave ex Took= - . - And; Somehow, all that they siw only -deepened

. Ing 'very amazed all at 6nce. G yau: this. dréadful ‘conviction that the recéent ‘tenants of - -

o talk like. this——?™ .- .. the: plice wers gone—gone-for evert . . < -
less:seare,” Madg

-All “a¥-once; Madge ran round to .the back door’
i a3 ‘ZAS Tess. ™ am Hageh. - When she found.ihat the door

- says, the mere fact:that’ Madame Florissa and her = wowld open, . thiob.

* daughter are foreigiiers may. have madé:them seem~  Perhaps -the tenants.

- ran o another,

of . relief: went through her.” -

h 3 fena ere -coming -back, . after all. -
rathér queer custorners. to us,’ “Yet anca:or tw, But for her and. her.companions ‘to: advance into
we-have thoaght that & lob- of ‘mystery ur: _tha bungalow meant “revelati of a mest tell-
madame’s ronting that buhigalow on the oliffs . talonature. . Fo, 18Rl
hid a powerful wireless set:instalted—-#~. = “The kitchen stove was'o
“And site received  messages’ from “San’. F.

ut, - On-th
3 1 y ) ; ? ‘table-lay -the’ keys' of the:bungalow,

_ rando,” in South Americal’” pub. in: Tess, fgetting - “theém a note addressed to. the limu
‘rather excited. ‘‘And, ‘another thing, wé had an had 1et, the place, furnished; to Madame It o

. idea .that the cave belonging- to. the bungalow was. - Nor. was this all to prove beyend further doubt.
used for storing® some stuff or other - - . -~~~ -that the lonely dwelling would never now " that

“Good gracious!™ ~hioke out - Miss. Redgrave, - lady’s presence .again, P TR B e T
-amazement - changing - to Bh*}fl‘ .‘_h‘-"ﬂ.'oi‘u"—'sfi'}'.th“_ ... Tn'vain Miss Redgrave and the two girls scoured.
.case, ‘those ‘girls of ours——" " . L. o0 ‘threugh- the ‘bungalow in- quest of the: tenant’s "
: ‘Oh,r,":_r dohope We.are: fob. giving you -needless . personal? belongings, They were gong, 3ll gone!

- upsef ¥ .Madg&: exolaitngd. “Vou -ged, we-have. " gphe must have had. 4 good desl of luggage when "
never had sufficient proof. We were always trying - she took up hér residenice in the.cliffi-top dwelling.:
to. gt absolute: proof, so that we could Some. ¥ There was nob-a particle of luggage now, .

Ly o T S T YA s jgtis certain, absolutely proved!” was . -

t"n E‘ﬂf}! the mistress ~ e Redgrave’s appalled . exclamation at .last. .

th... “We all dislike “Thy acenn yachs came. to feich ‘hex .away; with -

R 'es,"yé'é:; that i all ng

: haslt‘ened . assute “them. ho s Al duliy
. making wild charges against anybody when de- - her daughter, and our poor girle—-'". .- i
finite. proof is. lacking;.but,. in View of -what you .:?““.-'zhégf».azfﬁfré basih checid ‘_ga'wapyihsj well 17 Tegs
~ have just told me; I-do begin-to feel that it would -. said tensely: “They must have found out Madame.
*be ‘better if -_:th‘?ﬁ.effl}‘js, were safely back in the . Fiorissa’s entire :secret, .and they would have-conie - -
_school. ... Wehave uite easy in our minds, - rushing back to the schadl 40 telb ue—m—®® - .. .
because “the gzl wers. with. .M % & ... “To.have her detained, yes!” Madge nodded ex- .. -
lady we trusted implicitly:- ‘M and you, . citedly.. ...*Only, = they . .weré. caught—made .
Tes.svfygu-haq; better- dome: wii me: and:have-a - prisoners?? ... b NS0 T e
( with. Miss S .. . +And taken on beard the boat!” Miss. Bedlgrdv;e'x E
_rejoined, in grest agitation. ‘‘Betty, Polly, Paula; -
. ?}?or?he_r,l foar of Morcove's scholars, spirited away.
like thisk?. . s ! : 5 R e :

ame - Floiissa, &

thing, we 3 5 .f‘-gt}t"how""gl‘:\rﬂful‘;”‘"‘-'ﬁrigéf'i:ﬁa ge wnag;g;m, :
NYO8aG-.28 taas ] viss LgTy ‘be - dgne . to” them T: - When' shall. we sce them -
way.aut of the room, to ask. eager ag%z‘in%‘f ‘.:t“’-- them T:.- When “ghiall. we soe

" “Wa eould go to the bunﬁ‘:ﬁlow on-the'cliff. " H'. . yyigh. .b!a.nllg_:‘ a;s‘n;ay'_mdgmg,?t;_};'.,mj éﬁééehg'e}ggt

stupor ; which: - nnspeakahl
mnst not. hang ~about like -this|”* she . .
C - <y m i wildly. % The. steamer: has - gone. - It -

- Y was nearly & mile they had to go; and th : must "he~miles and miles away by now, a fast,
sun was a ball of fire, just-about to plunge into - vessel of that sort, “with-the many hours’ start it
the - glowing ses, by the - time they ‘breathlessly = has had. Bui something must be dene!” = -° -
‘gained the wickeb-gate. .. - . oo o Yow mean———"" said Madge and Tess. together
The anxious trio -already- felt their terrible nn- - tensely. . . - - R .
certainty ‘giging place to an awful conviction. that - “Miss Semerfield will inform- the .police, and -
the bungalow, was deserted. No smioke was issuing  they 'in turn will tale- steps - to have the Jvessel !
aven from the kitchen chimney, and they saw that . found and: stopped. - Oh, ‘girls; thank Heaven for =

the ‘doors and ‘windows were closed. .. . . - .- the wireless!” Miss_ Redgrave said fervently,: sud-
Agasp for breath, they simply . tore ‘along ‘the  denly turning to_quit. the_bungalow._-; ;Game-bac_k.,_
path that led to the principal reptrance to the low- “to the .schiool !’ -Every’ minute, - every: monzent; . is
- built dwelling. -Miss Redgrave stabbed. afinger at précious now I’ Deee CERIT L LT
the bell-press, and theie was a: lond trring, ring,” - . -, L. S h g RR o

ring ! that brought no respomse, -.. - - . . s : Outwdrd Bound. _° .. . L
. “No. one. here!” Tess panted dismayedly. ‘JELL, girls, that's the last of the daylight,
“Well,” let’s -look ‘round the plice. We have. s m.ng}';a!:}ige--ﬂark night ai sea it looks-like

© Muncella, the servamt, -is still there, then we miay “for.a moment, the thres who were in the deserted ‘
* réckon that Madame Floxissa is coming back all bangalow _found .themselves . looking ‘out through . -
- right, . But if the place is deserted, then——7 = o EH0L"- olosed--windows: 1~ ool T
- “Ewill miean "that maddme. and her daughter - ' Now the sin’s rim was.-touching the, far hovizon, .°
arve gome for gogd!”” the mistress took Madge up ° ‘making a_crimson: pathway over the wide waters. -
" -exditedly. “In’ othér words, the’ Boat has gone, - - Miss ﬁe'd'gm've and "the two'girls could not help™
never to return!. Oh,'what o terrible thing that * gasing ‘slong - that lurid track, for it lay _towargg e
- will 'be, when “it. has- four of orirgirls on board!”- the tvest, the way the mystery ship had gone, =
- How the:tall:wonf, during the next few minutes, . . Then ‘suddenly the mistress roused Hersélf owt~ .
" in Miss Somrerfield’s, 'ewn: private roont,  mMay-‘be of ihe lo . dismay had - .
guessed from the sudden rush with. which Miss * cansed: T ogegm to s L

Redgrave ahd the . two scholars set o
Ionely bungalow, e

.- With, the word, she”hérself rsn to one dfr_j:ﬂxg ’ 3 bai J
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#The end of a far from perfect day!” Polly
Linton jested glumly. ““Don’t know that I ever
want to live through another like it, anyhow!”

It was Betty Barton who had begun this bit of
subdued talk, as she turned away from a cabin
porthole. She and her fellow captives had taken

-
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turns at watching darkness fall upon the- wide, .

wide sea. i :
“They are all going to be sorry for this in the
end, surely!” Betty said, speaking with desperate
cheerfulness. “In the meantime, though; what else
can we.do but grin and bear it 1 ¢ B ‘
““I agwee, Betty, deah; I quite agwee!” said
Paula Creel indignantly. “It is .worse than a
twying expewience for all of us.. Bai Jove, we
may be taken all the way to San Fernando, only to

get mixed up in this wevolution that-the Flowissa -

persons appear to be going to bwing off!”

At this instant- the roomy cabin was suddenl
flooded with electric light, s6- brilliant that 1t
quite dezezled the girls, after the deepening gloom
they had been in since the sun went down. )

" “WWe really can’t complain of the lack of com-
fort,”” . Polly commented presently, taking a look
round. “‘What a gorgeous yacht this must be, if
this is a fair sample of i&!” - '

“They won't have stuck us in the Dbest cabin,
you may be sure,” said Beity. “It's a magnificent
vessél—not the least doubt about that. And a
good. one’ for speed,’” she added, giving heed to
the persistént throb, throb! of the engines.

" “Bo what hopes have we of being overtaken by
any boat that gives chase when they know at
home 1" was Paﬁy’s dolefiil rejoinder. .- :

“Look here, girls; let's just makeé up our minds
to 1.;:9 as jolly as ever amongst ourselves, shall

- we?V

“Yes-o0, yes!” Naomer approved, giving 2
clap of the hands. “And eef Dolores come here to
laugh at us, zen we shall do—so!” .

Naomer put out her tongue at an imaginary
Dolores, ‘

“8h!
she raised her head to listen. say, can you

girls hear a dound like—like someone weeping ?”’

“Weeping, Betty, deah? Bai Jove!”

“Who would be doing that?’ Polly exclaimed
incredulously. . “*Someone close by, do  you mean,
Betty, crying 1" ) ;

““Listen again, girls,” the Fourth Form eaptain
said, very softly. “Perhaps I have only ima%fned
it, but once or twice there has seemed to be a
sound exactly like some poor girl sobbing.”

“Bai Jove, if that's the case, gea ¥

‘EHark!?l L3
After that there was complete silence in the

eabin which held the capiive Morcovians.

TIn listening attitudes they stood, and at last the
eyes of zll four of them were concentrated upon
one wall of the cabin, for if was on the other
side of that wall that someone was certainly weep-
ing most piteously.

What did it mean? :

Who was it in such a state of aeute grief? What

£

could be the cause of these distressing sobs which. .

the girls could plainly hear? ]
Silent still, the chums met one another’s eyes.

TUniil they knew what it meant, it would.be hard -

for anr of them to abide by that plucky resolve to
‘keep smiling.” There was in this faint sound of

anguish something o make Betty & Co. lose heart

again,

How could ther fail to feel their own helpless-
ness, the cruelrs of rheir own imprisonment, all
the more, wher appareniiy the adjoining cabin

Hark!” came suddealy from Beity, whilst )

 Naomer -tensely, 1
" Florigsas have for a -prisoner, perhaps!’’

" whispered.

wabd 365
held someone in an -even worse plight? A girl,
{oo, or they were being greatly deceived by their
straining- ears.

“Hark again! Oh, I say, girls, how thabt poor .
thing is crying her heart out!” DPolly murmured
distressfully. “What does it mean?” ;
“Queck—queek! Let uvs find out!” elamoured
“Xet. is anuzzer girl that the

¢ All right, Naomer, darling, keep calm,” Betty
“We will give a rap upon the wall,
and sce what result that has.’’ .

‘There was a dramatic silence once again 23
Betbty raised a hand to give a rap, rap, rap! upon

the beautiful satin-wood panelling. :
And then, in that very instant when Betiy's
- L

. — —— ‘
. (13
NAGMER ON HER DIGNITY! ;o2
ah, bah''¥ scoffed Naomer, facing Madame
Florissa. “ Now I shall spik! We not want
to eat with you, see ? Eef wo cannot have
food in here we shall starve, that is all I'"?

-knuckles wera about to fall upon the woodworl,

she sharply dropped her hand, without having
made a sound. o

A kery had been noisily turned in the lock -of
their cabin door, and all. the four girls flashed
round, to see that same door slowly open, revealing
Madame. Florissa and her proud and handsome
daughter!? -

Who is the Other Captive ?

MAUCH as they had come to hate the very sight
of the South American lady and her youth-
ful daughter, one thing Betty and her

chums were bound to admit. Madame Tlorissa
always looked so amazingly beautiful, in a foreign,
exotic kind of way.
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b was so al: thxs moment I}wdem}y ‘the mother
and. danghter. were ‘going +o. sit- fe
stately .dinner, - in- company with those- £nends an

fellow-conspirators. ‘who -weve on:-board the ma.nf-a
Madame: Flotissa. was in an ‘even-

nificent ‘yach, .

" ing robe of go!den trssue tﬁat siummered in t.he
electric "light.-

As for oIores, slré was dre&ed ‘as a. sehsolgzrl

might dress herself to go to'a grand party of to-
the Royal Opera in Londan;’ a.nd mighty pmud ‘of - i
=~ .high in front of the imperious woman whe lopmed - -

; o "her. - *“Eef ‘we cannot- Im,ve food Biog here o B
: them Tﬂ;ve starve, that is_allt” - :

her appearance she. was.

“Both she and hep- miather “had mocfmig mzleaf " before”

‘Eor the. four girls, who did" net: “hesitate to gr e
themse!ves an air -of- SEH}S& defiance. :
“Well,.. my young:
F]onssa. began,
you a przvﬂegef Attend to mie, for T'am here'to
give you- a choice that will ngﬁ be pepeated.: You
understand thet you. aie: my prisoners, and L could;
if I liked, treat you -wi nﬁwnt severity. ‘Bith the’
voyage will be'd long a

to be on-your best behaviour, you sh:
ut mme liké guests?®®

It did not p

adjoining _bm whose pxteaus weapmg %hey

" Bat ina.dams was nut twknow ahou

her pride Was wom wha

disdain on. the. park:
“Do jou .neb. undemmxé

sharp}y, holding hetgelf very ‘ereet before the girls,

*You- ean, if. yon-like; have seats.at iy table for

: every. meal. .- A cage: you. éi} not_realise. it,

- yeuwﬂlbe' 3 atost in my.
couhtry.” : e hell

- “Your ecmntr{ b pxmpIy ‘*had

'.‘toretortohaakly.-'lftlﬁ" i geat: €0

: oh o5} As beeg' as .28 ket» handkemhlef [

: o, . yom' monkey-facel” Dolores : mstmtly
takm -3 stride ‘that - put, her in front of
“‘her piother, * Sy,

. "voyage algnel’
4T shall - 52y Wha
 angwered, undaunted :
mirch -of yoit 'at ze schoo] your 5
of a two-a:penny: preszdentf” R ’
Bo]oz'es tumed to her: mother w1th a gasp of

8
‘”\éqther, yeu heaz' 'bhl gu'}f”

" “Pay no heed; my’ daughter,” Madame Florissa .
3 person who .

'said; but her owsi Jooks were.these of
‘tiee!a greatly ¢
-7 Fhen, ﬁxmg her e _s upon B

contmued

g

“You, I thmk. ‘are what‘ thay call the captam-
«You I answer-
ese ‘other girls. . How do'-you' -

(at the: seI:meI? Yerg well, then. .
ifor. _ymzrself %ﬂd th
-'say, Bet
'up tegether. in. ﬂns.
yeur..meals broughf»_ ‘
‘prisoners, or will yeu pi‘atm
“ At present, Madime- Elorissa, -T:
one.of us-feels like making any prom:se, Betty
broke out calmly. ““To be. given the chance to sit
‘down to table- with youn and your-friends—

bb‘.

Do _you ‘wish' to Temain:
which heans. hav

Tt :is not. the honour that -you may think it. IS_I” *

Peliy chipped in saumly “You. and your friends
are.a lot.. of secret plotters;  revolutionaries, wha.

moan. to. upset. the - peace of Sa.n Fsmanda by

bribery. and cm‘luptwn L
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% Yes, wather, bai Jove!” Paula chunefi i, mth_ )
em(er, )
‘Madame Flowissa, you have dwagged us on Hoard -
cisge “We are unpwovided with -

: mthout Jany l

glish fmends,” Madame
T have. ‘come- here. to -offer

- ~Betty saad puttm§'
- . savage-Jookin
be. 5 wenrisoria one for all.-
~of yoit:. ¥ then, you .will give me your promise -

5} bé trea?;eé, ,

har,  evidently, .o “see how
. wmutterly unmoved tha’ gu:ls were by this--offer.. As -
. a matter of fact, -Betly &

Co. were- just then.
giving all thair thoughts fothe mystery. girl i ttg

this“ and’

i passwnately
emed’ & soorniul,

- girls** jeered Dotores. :
: _,_Aftmn quesnl T with a mocking how' to Naomer, .
: shiraggéd- heér thulders, keepmg her eyes -

unt‘ry-——_# :

is going:to be no-excuse for this th
d move, and I-geb.my
mother to Liave yi putnvhere you. mll make ze .

: must have-

'suxe ot

- with excitement.
for- who it 15 'we hear weepmg P

across -the -spaeious: * cal m, to rernain,”lik
sentinel, at the door. "
in: case- mmeom _presently came to 'the cIaor to N
enter wxﬂ:mut gnnnz a Imock. : ey <

lzwry ‘T tsesd.zy

~sort: of ‘good- “humoured - dignity.

for srthmg down mth gwand

ple.” -l
“Grand- pedpl Is—aﬁ _bah!™
We not want-{0. eat with you, seel’. thy
saucy youngster eonﬁmued, liolding: herself very

I '_wcmld let ‘them starve, mothm,

through her clenched " teeth.

Dolores said;

“Your mother knows “stie’dare not,” Dalm'es
herself . a step elose1 to ‘that

us, She is already afraid”
““Afraid ?-
and -Betty instantly answered: -

“Your mother knows fthat- -
.she -and iier fr:ends will“have to answer tothe o
‘British Govérnmeént, for :m:ythmg h to

scoﬁ‘ed ' Naomer. -
% “Zkair i8 not ze way- {;o spik, “Paunla, -Now I shall’
"spik!

“Fet e
~them go’ hungry until  they ‘are” down- on: their T
Imees to you, begging for food 1™

I afraid 7 panted ’\Iadame"'FIcﬂssa,z '

s, wiraidi” Wk the word, Betty levellsd "

‘a challengmg hand at the: harrdsoms “woman, who
—%aﬂe& 4 little,

““You' kiiow it isa most uniawful
thing tha?b you~ ‘have donel” " o
Y~ had to .do - it1"” Madame Flarrssa
““You Had, discovered: everil'hmg i

connection ‘with " plans, . the' failure of w

 Oh, - yed,. :s’mcl a stup:d
- Betty

itpen Madame Plorissa.

’ i o0 as you. pease, & ame - omssa.
S All Fight, do 51 Mad FI

But. you arxd

that. has happened

1o us gu‘l‘s. There will be 8. TOW: 'bouﬁ it,. ImeI L

you. had better look out!™*
For a- ‘moment Madamie. Fl ioed 'bmng o

N Tip, ‘whilst’ Her: ha.mdsome eyes ‘glittered uponthe ..
gt whe had: ‘spokent -5o° bluntly. Then she backed

4 step,--and: gestured to. her danghter,: - " -

< Come -away, Dolorea! L do not choose 4o say

any mere. Comel”

mperiously, the mother s.ta.lked oui; mto ﬂ\e na1
row passage on .to which -the - cabin -opened, bit- -
Delores did not.instantly follow. .She hid. firse of :
ra.t:fy her mingled jealousy .and. hahad of -

all te
the girls by giving them tausting looks. -
* Under. lier breath; she muttered somethmg i:hm‘.

been - par muh.ry ‘yindictive. as she
béstowed a scornful glance upon Naomer.. Then

. shé flung 0p her-head  and minced away, with a'’

sort ol Wi gghng motion ﬁhat left Poily Lmton all
a-grin E

door. ‘now io find’ out who 1s nexi
doer!
" “Queek—queek, . yea‘” urged Na.amer, trembl:n g

Al ze' time T am fe=e11ng serry
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*Paula- szlenﬂy mcnrec}
e 8
This was to give: warning+:

Ab e sign from: Bet!

fh will "
__ruin Den. Florisss for-life. -He has.: ‘pit his entire.

“ forturie -of a million pounds into. this venturs, and . .-
-1(: hag, got to- succeed Nothmg mual;' tandr

I

Don: Florizssa must be. aware thers - -

",“Thank. goodness, they are- gane' And now, o
- Polly ‘whispered excxt-.edly, ad goon -a8 ‘the cabm
had . closed—*




>, please!”

' had ail resolved to do. .

Twopence
“Hark!"” Betty- whlspered then

herself off to sleep.”

With that,’ Betty started to rap 11pon the :

; panelling.
Rap, rap! A pause Then again: B.a
But no.answer came, and suddenly

lganellwg
o you hear us?” She spoke tenselv
are you in there? What is the matter that: you
are so unhappy? Can you speak Dnghsh~9” ‘
Then, with- thrills -of intense excitement,
four chums heard a voice
- girlish voiée, ‘more maurnilfestl.}lan any they had
ever -heard before:
““I-speak Epglish, ‘yes.

to- speak it, in. San Fernando.”

‘ “San  Fernando!™ - echoed Betty and Paﬁly
guardedly.”..*“Then who are you?” = -
© .And_ the answer came, - in as sa,d a tone as .
‘héfore: -

B am‘Carlotta Delona, and my father is the .-
I-Ia does - aot l.no'v_

president’. of - San I‘ernandq'

that'I am ¢ prisoner.

FA %xsoner, like—"
. “*A helpless prisoner, yes. And the time. has
been so long ‘I have to weep now. But who are

. you P’ the ‘tearful voice whispered on.
Seem_ to me to'be kind, frierdly, and—oh, I so need
s someone 1o pxty me! -

L Your fmends, Carlotta,”
answereﬂ without - the leasf . heeutatmn, .
Paula, still “ovetr by the doot, breathed at . ‘earn
- “Yes watherl Bai Jove, gealsl”, .-
“Let's have a shot at getiing. thig pmel out!
way Poliy’s desperate proposal. “That poor g1l
shunt 'be" alone .any’ longer!”
~**Not .if. we can hel il was Bettys equs.]lg
. despelate "rejoindér. own Fwith a parh. of the
.- wall—it. is only thin’ Woodwork—-and then we can
 have her in with us!? -
- Quieek—queek;: yes” agrcecl N;:omer, atartmg
one. of her excltable capers “Madame WH! be
fur]ousl .
ST Lt her"" was Polly s grim_ ‘Word.of deﬁancﬁ‘

|n

And next instant she and Betty were cast.ng':
- about fot the means of breaking through the wall, .

whilst Paula still stood on

guard at the cabin door,
beaming with delight at ¢

No Wonder She wgpt!

];REH we are! :This ought to' dol the tnck!”,

That. was Polly Linton, when all at. once

the ‘cabin yielded up somet}nng that wouild .

'-.serve as ‘a. malkeshift ‘implement for. pmmg an
opening in the delicate. panelling of the wall,
- It was nothing else than a brass curtain-rod fhal;

. Polly had suddenly got hold of. A ‘couple of feet -
in Jength, it was as. thick as an- ‘ebony “tulér, and
s0 it promlsed to be strang enough -when used as -

a lever.

The difficulty ldoked ]!ka being to make & start, -

since what the glrls badly needed was something
in ‘the nature of a chisel.. But all.in ‘a moment
Betty had made her bnlhant find, ~ -

*How?s ‘this 7 - she asserted holding ot a brass
knob. that had:an_iron’ serew- "welded: Anto it.

only I can digor screw out a hole in-the “wood

1\1th this,” Polly, }our rod will do the. trick r;ght )

enough as ‘you say.”

task:

¥

T

THE SCHOOLGIRLS OWN

¢ 88 Yes tbe poar‘
girl Is still very upseb. . She seems to be foaning

rap, rapl

o]]y, more
:mpaf;lent ‘than the others, pm'. her lips- close to-,
{:Who-

‘the
onding at Iast—a,

I was taugbi; at school )

“For you. -
Who . are you? “Tell. me,.“',
Betty and ’ 1;0]!3?‘

desperate‘ tln_ng_ they -

RLS

And then and tllere they felt to’ ai; i.he deapetate'
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‘Betty jabbed :the pomt of the serew mto the
panel, and gave a few turns then pulled. it away

sharply. Again. and. again she worked: the ‘serew
alternately into the hole and sharply pulled it out,

- each time drawing some of the frayed wood awﬂy ‘

from the hole.

A minute or so-of t.hls strenuous wnrk and then
there was a hole clean’ throu%h the panel After
that ‘it ‘was only ‘a case of enlarging this hole,- so
that Polly counld-insert the -end of the brass rod.

As soon:as thi
“in, the rod and’ then levered it this way. and that,

causing” - a - loud-- sphntermg of the delicate

panellmg !
It seemed a cruel Bha.me to be redumng the

* lovely woodwork' to sheer splinters, but the girls
knew ‘it was a .greater shame that on the ‘othor
side’ of this wall there was a girl yearning  for

't-

this was accomplished, Polly forced

- the sight' of friendly faces and words of comfoit.!

They must end her miserable plight—they simply

: b commzl;ted!

~Craick, - - snap, . crack]
contmuad .88, Poljy worked away furicusly. Crick,
“crack, $nap!-- And-they all -four could only ho,;e

must, never mind what-reglettab!e da,mage had to

The, sphntermg sounds“ .

and ;pray .that’ the inevitable noise of .the 'work.

cmﬂd not be: heard béyond . the cabin walls,

“Polly, ‘you are tired, dear,” Betty saw‘e nfl nt.'.

“Let me have 2
. “No, I'm:-all right!”
although she was. hot and breathless.

once.
“Hurrah I

away, - “We are getting on! .

= Yes,  wather! . And, genls ath
't.slde. ‘thank goadness S -

] “thgenk everyone is: 8t e’ dmner, perba s,
Naonmr suggested, whilsi she looked on at P

" effective work thh the lever.
now; Polly!”’

.Betty. had already - picked Bnother hole, just
-below, the first, and when Polly began on this

- fresh spot with the. brass rod ‘the prbgress vrns
doubly rapid.’ -

In a little, w]:ule, zndqed, the m&keshlft i Ie-
.-nignt could be - discarded, “and the girls were-ab'e

-to' take turns: af- rendmg away sphnters oE hhe .

* woodwork' with theii bare hands, .

and, -with one furious wrench, they brought away

panelling:

golly ma.mta.med Dblithely, .
she breathed, ]ubila.nt!y, as another -sp!mter came . '

fm,qmte qulet'," o

“You soon ﬁnish o

Larger and larger the opening. grew, and then
suddenly two of the girls made ‘& united effort:

all that remained “of - hha broken section: of tb,e .

‘It came uway with' an abruptness that caused'

the- pair of them tu tumble backwards w1t~h breath— ‘

less laughs.
There was .niow a hole ini- the par'ty Wail b:g

enough for #nybedy of moderate size to wriggl

_through, and; even-as. the four girls gazed at t e

“.opening: which they had rent. in the woodwork ¢

they saw a_fdce appear.

‘It was_.perhaps ome of the most thn]img
momenta the chums had ever known, .

- There, framed by the jagged edges of the splin-
tered panelling, was the head of g girl--a girl no
older ‘than themselves, and with a face ['.hat coulci

-only be ealled marvellously: beautiful,

But if she had been only: beautiful, thlB g:ri

whom' the ‘chums: were suddenly. face 1o face with

have stood ag spellbound as they did.

face, this it was.that cast a spell upon the girls.
She peered out:at them so wistfully that, all at

: for the first time in- their lives, the;;r would never | -

The .sadness, the . tragie suffering in t»ilat lovely

once, Naomer, like the emotmnai htble thmg she

E wa.s, bural; into t;eaz-s



THE MYSTERIOUS CAPTIVE. %, siie
- ’ s four girls
gazed at the opening they had rent in the wood-
work, they saw a face appear. ' It was the face of
a glri no older than themselves—a girl who had

been held captive In thie adjoining oabin !

“T' not - able, to, help cryingl” was the girl
queen’s. quaini admission, 'as she wiped her ‘own
starry ‘eyes. * ‘T zink"it s0 SadP* .

“Yes,.. wather!” .quavered' . Paula. “My
gwacious, geals, it weally is pwetty awful-~
what - : 7

«(arlotta Delona, you say your -nanmie is
Betty. addressed the poor girl, finding her voice ab
last. ¢ You shall knew our namies in a jiffy. First
of all, theugh, let us help you out ‘of there.”’

A yery touching thing happened now, ~Betty
had stepped forward ‘and: éxtended a helping. hand
to the girl, and suddenly that hand was seized and
kissed by ©Cailotta, -~ whilst’ she exeldimed
tremulously: - o . e

“How kind of you! How brave, foo, ‘you all
arel “Tor you have tisked the angér of that cruel;
heartless woman, Madame Florissa!”"

“We jusk don’t care a rap for madame. Let her
be as angry as she likes-when” she finds -out!™”
Betty said cheerily. “So “come along, Carlotta,
out of .that other cabin, which I see is all in
darkness I’ 7 . & e T

“Yes; they would not let me have any light.”

“What! Obh, the wretches!” Polly exploded
wrathfully. : : )

il

Very gently the “gitls helped the stranger to

soramble through the opening-in the wall, realis-
ing as they did so how shaky she was, like one
who has been through the most unnerving
experiencas. o e 0 e

W

The Morcovians’ cabin had everything that Vmﬁda.

for comfort, and.in & few: moments “the ‘poor girl
was - provided “with a low chair’ into_ which " it
seomed to afford her greab relief to sink.*

© A, this is different from what I have had!’
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- ghe murmured weakly, glancing around.

. with a beaming expression that seemed to

.that means, do you?

Egery Tuesday

“At first.

I thought I was.to be treated kindly. - Then,
because -they thought me proud, they began to
take away first' one thing and then -another.”

“Shame!’’ Polly exclaimed indignantly. ‘' Bui
tell us, won’t_you, how you came to be kept as
a prisoner on board:this vessel ?” -

* Ve, wathet, Carlotta, pway do!” Paula said,
i be_as
good as a-tonie to the unstrung girl. *“You
wealise, of course, e are—yes, wather—in the
same boat, bai Jove! Haw, haw, haw!”

<“And that boat iz mow on its way back to
Scuth America!” ‘was DBetiy's grimaced rejoinder,
i:No joke for us, that's a fact! . But let’s have
your story first, Carlotta.” .

“Well, then, you. musi know that I was at
school up in the mountains above the capital of
San Fernandd, and, by moans of a trick, I was
enticed away,” Catlotta said sadly. I kuoow,
from what has been told me, that my father thinks
T am still at the school, whilst the ladies of the
school think I am with my father, down in the
city.” . -+ L

“*Bai -Jovel” i . i

“What a cunning trick to have played!” Beity
exclaimed disgustedly.
entrapped like that,
board this vessel?” . .

480 that T may be used as a hostage,’’ Was the
poor girl’s prompt reply. “You undefstand” what
There, is to bé a fevelution.
It is to come as a _complete surprise fo. my father,
the president, and all his supporters. (At this
moment nothing is known t¢ the present rulérs. of .
San Fernando sbout the plans that Don Florissa
has made.” -’ o

«Pwocisely I’ nodded Paula. “And it was only
by a mere fluke that' we goals, back there in
England, found . out . wather todo much for
madame’s peace of mind. Howevah—"

«“On board this vessel they do not mind what
they say about it all, even to me, their prisoner,’”
Carlotta spoke on bitterly. ““Indeed, they like to
faunt me with stories of what they are ing to
do. Much gold is to be -used to bribe an eorrupt
officials. Then, when the revolution takes place,
my father is to discover that I am airea.&g— in-the
hands of his enemies. He is to_be told, if he

Carlotia, and brought on

_doos not yield up everything to. Don: Ilorisse, Le

will never see me agpin.” A .
“Qh, if that isn't just the limit?* Polly said
furiously. = *‘Girls,” what an absolutely ruthless ‘set
of conspirators this Florissa gang ist?”
« Ahominable!” seethed Betty. “If only we

“could be the means of spoiling the whole hateful

lot, 1 reckon we would be saving heaps of people
E:wds of misery.” : : )
that is sol’’ Carlotta exclaimed
“Yhy should there be a change of
San Fernando has been peaceful
Ah, but it-is

. “Yeg, yes,
vehemently.

(Yovernment ?
and prosperous these last.few years.

- gmbition that has set Don Florissa on to doing 1il

this! = He iz a millionaire, and he thinks that
money can do everything.” -
“He had better look -oui for himself?” . -
_ “Ves, wather, bai_Jove!” Paunla was chiming
in, when suddenly & thing happened that made her
voice a startled: My gwaeious! Ceals, what’s
happening now 7 :
" “The electric lighis had saddenly gone ont, plung-
ing the cabin into total darkness. - i )
The startled girls might have soon eonjectured

“But why—why were you -



Twopence

that it was a mere failure of the current.. For -of

‘one thing they were convinced. The whole ship

was left in this sudden total darkness.

- No gleam of light along the bottom of the cabin -
door- was visible, so they knew that the ‘passage-’

way was_without any. light now.

But nothing like a mere fusing of some ‘switch
was the simple cause of this unpleasant occurrence.

Even as the five girls were plunged into this
deep darkness, they felt that the vessel was being
sharply div erted in her course,

At the same time, the engine-room Beemed to
be putting on a yet greater speed. The throb of
the engines became much louder, whilst the vessel
seemed to turn aside so v1olenf:1v that the glrls
actually swayed about on their feet.

“HRIL‘”

Some of them e]aculated the word as they heard
"‘ a lot of excitable talk bzeakmg out all over the
millionaire’s yacht.

Then a good deal of running to and fro et in,
so that, altogether Betty & Co. felt. that they were
the ouly souls on board who were not in_ sudden

anio. 5

What did it mean?

Suddenly Neaomer mpped to the door and
listened. .

It was at tlus instanf that all the babel of talk
died down,. and there was & very impressive
silence.

Nor had another minute gone by before that

silence wag rendered qmte eerie by the. stoppmg'

. of the. engines. .
Silent thomselves, the girl-prisongrs in the cabin
heard nothing but the soft wash.of the waves as

the great vesﬂel still bore ‘on in the darkness, with .
all its engines at rest, all jts lights put out, and .

every soul keeping very quietf.

Naomer came treading back te her chums,

“I hear_them speak.in—in Spanish, and say
they theenk there is a ath chasing .them!”’
- “What! A British ahlp perhaps!”

. “Bai Jove! Hooway!”’ Paula joined in the- ont-
burst of delight. ‘‘Hooway, geals! We are- gomg
tu be wescued! - Bwavo, the. Bwitish' Navy ' .

Polly darted to one of the cabin portho!es

As ‘'she did so, o dazzling light struck.in upsh-

her face, causing her to blink her eyes. She stood
" back for a moment, then tried to look out again,
hut it was like Ioong at the sun.

A searchl:ght'”' Betty. cried oud 3miullc
“Hurrgh! The other ship has _got on fo this one
with it searchl;gh”k and there is to be no dodging
them, after all!”

Naomer rushed at Paula, and started to waliz
her round and round.

“Baved—we are save d"’ was ﬁhe r} queens
jubilant cry. “But’ what ees e - matter,
Carlotta?’’ she exclaimed, suddenly noticing that
that girl was sitting down, with hands Iocked to:
gether over a face that was as’ white as- death.

“You not scem happy that we-are to be saved!”

" “Happy!” was Carlotta Delona’s panted
response.” “‘Oh, I feel it is too good fo be true!
If only—oh, if only that ship can eatch this one,
what a mercy it will be!” -

But now—throb, throb, throb!—the vessel's
engines suddenly surged on again, and the. girls

" could tell how quickly -speed was being recovered -

by the louder wash of the waters along the side
and the frequent hiss of 'a broken wave.
“They are gom% to make a rumn for i, - said
T

Betty uneasily. ying to dodge the other shin.
is-a triek that has failed, and now -this boat s
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. cutting on ‘again.
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‘Oh,. L wonder which is the
faster vessel of the two!”

As they stood looking. at one another, gupped

with the excitement of this eritical time, they were

suddenly aware that the light flooding in- at. the

* portholes was growing dull.  Betty and Polly each

ran to a. porthole to.look out, and simultaneously
they voiced a cry that told the others what was

. happenihg now.

““Fog! :We have yun mto a sea fog, guls"

“Bm Jove, -then -we shall have to stop, surely?
They .dare not wush on in the fog, geals!” .

- But the throb-throb of the engines remdined as
vibrant - as ever. And ‘suddenly the cabin door
flew .open, and. Madame Florissaepoke. into the
darigaﬁed cabm, -while she switched on an electnc d
torch. -

“¥ou are to come out on the deck, zmd be

'reudy in case of accident!” was her_ t,hnllmg cry.

“We are running on af full speed in o fog, and
there is mo knowing what will be the -end of if.
'Ihere may be a collision at any’ moment !”’

* “The Flight in the Fog
OT one of the girls answered.
For the moment they were almost - inclined
to forget the terrible-risk that- the vessel
was running, as they waited for Madame Florissa
to see what had happened in the. cahm mnca she
was last here.

And suddenly they saw her give a vlolent start

and .then reco:l in a staggered way.
mingled amazement and anger burst’ from hey %z 5
“What ‘is this ”* she broke.out: ﬁerce!} = “You, .
'Car.ottn, here! But—but how, -then ?*

“ That’s the explmat.tonl” Betty answered w:th

 Those girls
are trembling

HER SPIRITED DEFIANCE.

with fear !’ mocked Dolores. ‘It is a lie!”*’

-game . the passionate cry from Carlotta as shs
-faced her mocking captor.
girls covards you tell an untruth,

“ When you call thesa
1t is you who
‘are the coward !’ .-



- the .wind would-heve dropped. -
. Suddenly Mada,nm Flmmsa& ¢ame towards the-
1 gmuped
i Stami m “a. lina!? she oommanded them, .w:th-'
“every sign of ‘being ‘in'a very wronght-up mood:.
"% And be:ready for anything 4t any -mioment! You i

" angrily..
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bold -calmness, .turning to point to.the- smashed._
panslling, - “We girls did nt .Carlotfa never even
suggested that we should,
- “You have had the unpudence to . smash thai.
bulkhead 7

““Yes, wather! You dont suppose, " Madama
Flowissa, that we geals were going. to sit hea.b ba1
Jove, whilsh. this poor. geal was—"

“Silence . the foreign -lady. stormed at- all of .

* -them;: 'with a’stamp of the foot. * You shall be
dealt with for this, if we come through the fog in
safety. Obey me now! You -had - better!” she
- added, ivavmg them from the cabin.
. in t}us cabin . when a collision oocurs,
what. that may mean.. To-
“quickly !"?

- The gu-ls were not slow - to do as tht_ay wem_‘"
bidden, for they realised  that -it was-a nedsure -
that made: for. safety, f.hexr paaamg out on té tho

open deck.
There were . no siarra to a.scend only a short
passage-way to. traverse, their cabm ‘being on a

. level .with the main deck. In'a rather bewildered.
way, they: floundered iftér one another imto the"
‘open air, to atan& thare, wlth 'Ehe thmk fog rollmg g

'amund.

" . There ws.s no t];‘Ia.y
vessol nOW,: an
* intensity, '
-calm: night,- for a’ rus
clothing, but..this"was 'entirely due.to.the speed
the: vessel” was making. - Had - she s}owed down,

1st" 'she -added
- b

" have . yourselves' to . thank  for -
British -

b L. ?vretcheci

. tent: mm.’.k :

. Then I b
‘sauml

came ' the smeering: veiea of Delores,  as:ghe’ sud-

denly came. close .fo.them out-of ihe. dense fog. -

“Bah, you pretend not to be -afraid, but. you are
tremhling -for your ‘safety T
T, 4. - Hel* was the pass;mate ery that. burst

- from Carlotta. Délona, stertling the girls just as,
. much: as it startled the mather -and- da.ughter. “Sa, .

olorés,. you. ave-fag
you are-still:fhe: sa.m
- say.-to you, nob:
~ girls cowards— F L v, =
V¢ And. cowards they are!” a0 : Vs

“Coward yautself P Carlotta panted at Dolores'
pomtmg a denounomg finggr. She was s;peakmg,{'
oim Enghsh, sa that the Morcovians might. under-

stand., "</ Yourr own . {ace, Dolorea, is: as white as
_chalk,. ¥t'is-you who.are afraid; not ‘these girls;
who -have - mown already how- Tittle they fear you,
-or your mether, or anything, that ma.y ‘hap Eim"’
. And then -dramatically she stéppe

place herself' amangst. the girls - who h&d seb- her'

free from_ her selitary: prison.

“My friends!’* she cried: gt !bndly, in a vm(:u:.
- A for you,

that rang with prlde in. them all

- ~Dolores . Florissa—-""
“Rilence !’ Madame F}omssa stmck il ﬁerf:e}v.'

£ Dolores, go away} There must be no talkmgf
noise.. It is.an order!” i
Then- Pelly had one of her dar:n_g 1deas She
‘nudged. Betty.

k3 § sa,y, Betty—all of you " was Pel]y‘s excited.

.
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- “Tf. you are
you know
ﬁ’ke dfeck t.he.n—-._

‘upon the girls, to silence them.

.of a semchhght upon r,he ‘
darkness was -appalling in its-
It was bard to.believe.that this was a.
g wind fluttered ‘the girls! -

struggle.
Boufled: and .wrestled, .and- bravsly -they ‘kept. up ‘

. the: cabin,

"8 Perhapa yau. auld hke tham to Tun us dowrr‘?” 4

Lo

. her daughter from . the other girl.

Every Tuesday
whnsper—-— they want us to keep quite qu:ef: 80

- that this vessel ezn slip away whilst the fog- ]asts.‘—
* But. why shouldn’ t. we gwe a shout ¥’

“Bai Jove!”
A" shout’ that. the- other “vedsel way hea1 ‘?"
Betty said - eagerly. “Certa,mly‘ Get: ready

Altogether—now " .
And next instant all. theu voices. were lifted up
in a chorus of appealing cries- that must have
sounded_far and wide over the foghound sea:
‘“Help—help! This - way—this ~ way!”
yelled with all theu might.
there! Help!”
But only for a few moments were the desperate

they.

'gv.rls Ieft free to raise these guiding cries to the

purswaing destreyer. - Then out .of the fog that

seemied to be rolling. t.hlckm than ever loomed the

sinister fignie of Madame Florissa again, and with . - :

her were certain persons-whom ‘the girle: were to.

-come’ te know as women attendants Lipon tha yachh

—stewardesses and such-ike..

Dolores also was back again, and she was not . .

behind -her- mother and the others in swouping :
Wild. was the scene ihai then “ensued.

panions inmisfortune’ would, not g:va in without &
There in ‘the foggy - darkness ' they . .

their desperate_cries, hopmg to be h :
‘It was a wild set-to, heﬁwever, that muld only-

end one:way. - .
Panla and \aomer wwere the ﬁrst to - be overs,

"borne: by suiaenor strength -and -hustled -back' ta . -
Yolly “enid. Botty resisted’ for: a few - -

moments 1onger, but they, too, wm,-e then over- -

. 'powered

Rumpléd- and. breat]ﬂess {:bey ware btmdled “Back

- into the cabin, and in. Poﬂy 8 case a viciohs thrust
- from M&d

ame - Flovisea . herself 'sent the exha:u.sted o
girl spmmng ‘acréss-the flgor, -

in the darkness was Naomer,’ muttering with
rage.. DBut before the Morcovians  could: ealm
down and exchange a word with: one -another, they
heard sounds- of seuffiin
Dolores ‘was venting all
poor gn’l Carlotta.

to Betty & Cos renewad mdtgnatmn,

er ﬁerce anger upon the

there sudder;ly came- & tell:tele’ sla . slap, .Blsp!"_ :
d - as_if - Carlotta’s face was. ‘being st B

Dimly, they saw. that Dolores. was mdwed beatmg

the. other girl, whilst the malignent voice: fa:u-ly

screéched -a ot of. abuse in" Spanish.
Polly ‘shiouted indignantly:
1 :say. drop it! Stop that, you wretch 5
Dolores!’ and rushed, with Betty, to intervens.-
Madame Florissa, however, -was already partmg‘_
The woman’s
own hands seized poor Carlotta and flung her - for-
wards from the doorway, 50 that she' crashed into
Betty- and Polly.
- They gave her a steadying held, and panﬁed a
word or. so of comfort, whilst tbey could have

burst into tears with the knowlesige of how cruelly,
¢ unmereifully, she had been - treated just then

“Newer mind; dear. . You are still with us,” was
ome -comforting oy ‘the girls voleed, and then.-

_ Madame. Florma answered; from ‘the doorway, in

a hissing -voice:

" “She - is with you—yes! - Ton‘ethcr you will all
remain now, angd so the fate that she maeets with
will be yours also.
others a cha.nce but now——"

“Help! - Come on,

Out- -
numbered though- they weétre, Betty and. her com- -

. Giddily she tuibled against Peula, and. the.; air
- of them all but went down fat. ,Close. by them °

at the doorway; whera -

I was prepa.red to give :,mt



- such. a terrible

- Twopente -
-‘And the. passionate woman: . sm& the test by

stepping . baek ‘and’ pulling’ the cabin --door roun:
- sharply, cinsmg: it with &-vicions slam ‘that seemed .-
to promise eclose confinement for - every -one <of ..
the- hapiess gjrls for the resh of the ocean” voyaga'

) ‘rhe NMessage in the Béttle 7
AN -hour ‘passed. -
‘Biill-in total darkness the mmateé of 'l;ha}.
Jocked esbin were giving eontinual g
ouf. of the portholes, only to realise how, fask:

vacht. was Tushing on m & fog that was a5, tlhmk

B.S ever.
How

Where wete they’ by now ? they wondei-ed.
‘many:’
- conditions;. their. fateful voyage had - started? -

But -there were miore anxious - questions ﬂlan
that to keep the hapless girls in acate suspense.

- How could they help  wondering whether tha

at vessel.-would . survive ‘this . reckless dash-

‘, throeugh the sea-fog to whmh its owners hrad :
ecommitted it - - -

'ernﬁo paoe* a5
-4 suddeinr. bl

-Supposing -af any. motnent th"
checked by -an- “appallinig’ collision;

smeshing into- another. vessel, I heed on, ‘the impact”.
. *. from_one happy face.to -another:

simply ‘crushing .the bows liks ‘matchwood! .
.girls hed no need to be lacking in.courage -
to fael a shiver of dredd run ‘through them as.
™ their--minds ) mtured. Wh&f \nush mevatably follow
eslamity. :
What ohanea for any- of them, mudst
' darkness and’ ohads of a scene like that?
Ly up!?oa% that. J;?

y
by strkag ‘aside frota- the“recognised. h:
" ways, - Even 8o, the risk- taken was" & des rad

- one;. and. it -went to prove.one thing very clea

It meant. that the revolutionaries' were evén- nsic

* ingthett own lives rather than have all ‘the daring. -

o, but thelr ‘Tescue at any

¥ was. 8 ga ch ss’
) I‘Eoussa, sta.mp m1gh{7 be- equsbed o take

: glum ‘smile.
of going down. with the boat. Cheet up; Bvery-

yacht :
Dpubtless, ths i
. was...only .

and, wsﬂy plot fluntraté& by’ the B’coppage Qf thxs

concerne&

@ Whs
proclaiming all that they had’ discov

. ing’ the: inténded- rewluﬁaon, ‘and for the .sédret fo. '

_leak out like that was for Don Florissa’s desperate
am.at:.gm to be' qm{'.e mppe& in the ‘bud. -

8o the-
thiough. th da_.rkness and’ the fog, and eseape
~vould dbe -gert gh 16—k olfision

Siyddenly the anxious.-silence in the.cal
ended by a little cry from Polly, who had stepp
to a porthale again_ only. s moment since..

‘it has ﬁne—we are clear of it—the fog!
she broke out § rply #T can see the stard now.”

“Bai'. Jove, wl t B Welief‘” bren.thed 'Paula
#Yes, wal rd? [ R

“We]l yeés, “it" 13,’_’ said- ,Bett ;

" mpans we ave in for all the rest, girls. -
hours.of darkness for the vesséel fo.bave  a
.of shppmg Eurther and further from the shom of
'England, and perhaps the next hme e sxgh land
it walll bs South Ameriea.” -~ .

“Better that tHan the other!” Eoliy said, With &
“J was not exaetly relishing fhe' ‘.[ﬂ‘ea

body! We shall see Moruo
'-“Yes wather, ‘gealsl -’

suspense is weheved' dnef begmﬁ
than ever-—what!’’ :

gain sote dayl”
&; now, that our -

Perhaps ihe genéral sta.te el‘f suspensé OB _boﬁrd

o . . . =
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Tances
the- .

miles” from ‘where, under such’ dra‘.mahc’

‘Poll 5_cheery comment. S
: geals this is gwand!? Paula. beamed.

now.you've a ; e
. &Veés, wather!”: s:.mpsmd Paula, mbmg‘--' nof;har ot

pse - Gontr S Pwovided the we&ther doesn & get wough

wcht- ‘was being  rushed ‘on and on -

L ¥ou- WOWWY.

'” .
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" had a.ccounted for the gitls being left unvisited. alI.."'"
d - “-this “time. .
-before. the key tirned “in the lock and the ‘deor’ .

‘Anyhow, . Paula had - scarce . spoken

Swunig . opef, revealing Madame' Flonssas elderly.'_ ;

servant, Mareilla, with a tray.

At the, same’ instant_the Tights came on agam,_' i

& gign’ that those in charge of the vessel deemed,_' N
-the- pursitit, af an end.. -

. ‘Mareilla, -of the gaunt fignre a.nd stern Eea,tmes,

'set .down ‘the fray, .gave all the girls a .sharp =

glanee; whilst they were still blinking in the aud- i
den blaze of Jdight.  Then, without a. word,
" depat
key was: turnéd, and- they were. free to make &
‘meal from what wak'to be found on the tray.” o
= “Oh and they haven’t done us so-badly!”. was..'
% Cold: chicken——1" :

ai Jove,

. “A bit of sa
Wonder?” g
"Ik was;. ‘dnd Naomer for ‘one. gave a Ixtt!e smack‘

ad even' 'And is thxa lemona,de, 1

; gi the Jips ‘after. setting. them -to the 1efreshm

T’ & mintite -the Motcovians: werd: in- sucﬁ <

ink.
“a"jovial .taged fhat. Carlotia often-left- off: eamrig :

-whilst she_let her-lovely eyes siray. wonde

“How are you. getting on, Gar]otts ?” Bettv;*:
asked: by-an -bz " #You eught to’ en]oy ?,lua mea.l;
it of . company I’ B

sandwich on to Carlofta’s. empty . plate; 4 Why,
‘theré’s -nothing to- g'WumbIe at now, Bai Jo}}rgﬁ
e

w “w;lppmg timiet’
“oCarlettals |

sich . of - fahef at'_beuzg with th

heart s too: fuli—too full “of gratitude,” e smd‘ ;
softly and -prettily.. . “tAfter what I.have
_through, day aftér . day,ﬂmght aftor night=
you mus[‘. not wonder ‘that I
little: while ag
iy sinddenly:+ Jested,
12 a¥, gekting upon- her feet..
. the Tlorissa gang!

3.
“Qpo, - Tes—yes!” applauded Naomer, m&kmg:y
Thaste to charge a g]ass from the lemonade' g.‘
: “Paula, darlink——"" : o
‘yﬁung‘lird

‘in - the’ cﬁd
“DoWn wmh

: “I‘Ism, haw, haw ! ehuckied t
. clinking glasses for fun. with the dusky o

wather! : Confusion 4o thé wevolutionawies, .gea,h!‘..

- Wule . wattama,_ ‘and all’ the west of 1t “what?'

Yes; wather!”
“Even. Carlotéa’s white ieeth ﬂashgd then By
udden_ slmle that was the ~first. tha Morcovmﬁs.

That’s ¥ i‘tf’ approved 'Eaula “Aml ‘don't .
»oit “Dolowes ‘any ‘more, you Enow: -
By the Wway, "Carlotts; are we wight 'in pweaummg
_that “vou knew Dolowes in San, Fernandp?™ -
“She -was at school with me once,” was the'

impressive answer. * Always she seetned to hate

- me,-and-she would predict e time when her father - -

would be the. ruler.of ‘the country. ‘¥ did not let -
it trouble me, but now—- Ah;” Carlotta sighed -

‘sadly; T see-how caréfully- and secret]y all haa_
been’ p"(anned Ly ;

. % And dé you reafly think the revoiutloh Wil be

.broughi: off 77" Polly "asked.-. “Is them no chance
-of its" bamg nipped in the bud?”: -
CATE - is ke this; as T Imdersta.nd 3 Gu,rlotta»:
answered “using . Enghsh thnt wag quite fluent con-
ith " Dolores’. - 1*Tt - all depends..upen
“awh he thie country can'be taken by surprise. If
¥ TE‘lan.ssa pa{ts have time to. do a Iot of bnbmg /

Tho door. ¢losed, .the lock snicked as the' -

;. ; girls " '
U wag 8o farvenwau to+be. &lmost painful fo hear.. -

-: “T'shall never be sghle to say what I feel. Mg, ;7

mepmg mtjr



s earthed from a locker in
: Hastily  they -cleared the cabin table, and then -
g . Betty sat’ down, to. write the- ‘message, - with -the : -
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".perhaps they will have & sweepmg vxctory when
the moment comes. But—

“My word, -if ‘only we. could ]e’s the - peo lo
kunow{” Polly exclaimed-in'a fuming -way.
hers we ‘are, absolufe prisoners.on.the boat i

“ A yes"’ -Carlotta -
““And if is certain that we shall be landed. some-
where ‘ini San ‘Fernando, where we dan, be: kept

“prisoners still, - No~ freedom ior us unhl 18

over!”’ - j

S S Umt? muttexed Betty &
““Bai Jove,” came from " P&ula, # wathen a. l‘:wy«--

ing pwedmament—what' Howevah- e
' Stop, though! Wait a sec.! Oh, 1 have i
And Pol] jumped up, giving a- cIap of .delight.
*Girls, why shouldn’t we wnba B message 56 -'t
up in.a- buttle—-‘—” B
“And fling it in the seal” Betty busst: out ‘e~
‘Lhu%astlcallyl ‘‘Bplendid idea! Brave, Polty!”
“Qoo, yes
in-her usual- exaxtahle way: *““Ze pendil and paper,
queek! And. where i3 a boftle ? Queek'”
Eencﬂ and paper they fouz;d -and- then they
searched for .a bottle, ﬁfmntu ally  ohe “was un-
e cabin,

other girls. clustered around-her. A brief eonclave

" resulied in .the decision that the message - shauld v

tell ‘as much- as possible. in only.
‘ “Like a tqlegra.m," sa:d
=whaazei”

g-few words.
olly :

. :And so, presently, this_was “the me&sage h h
) ﬂ;ey all took -farewell -glances at before it was_

g m‘lled up and thrust. into the: wa.ter bottle

. “FOUR. MORGCOVE: GIRLS, PRISO
bN BOARD OCEAN YAGHT ANAME. - UN-
KNOWN} WRITE THIS, - RINDER COM.-

MUNI - WITH. . ORC}(WE SCHOOL, :

NORTH DEVO\T - ENGLAND. - URGENT.

WARN PRESIDENT  OF SAN FERNANDO
THA A REVOLUTION 18- PLAN\EA% EHSIg J

DAUGH’I‘ER I8-WITH US:

. -, 1\_ tremhle wmh excxtement wé

-of . them . inserted : this fiessage -in .the bottlé. Vzand B

 then set about-corking it up.

“Tet us here the battle is soon picked ﬁp,” sa:d

Polly hopeful

“Yes ' Betty echued wlth Y grave ‘smils
~hope it is picked up. withina’ “few days, .at Teast;
Else we shall have reached San Férnando; and :all
will have happened, long “before the message . éan
serve its purpose. Here goes, anyhow !

Let’ -

, With the word,” Betty took the bottle.io one of.-

the . portholes, and her chums ‘crowded. behind her,

o feeling -the dramatic . exc:tement of the moment,.

the terrible suspense. -
#QOne!” . Betty murmured rather solemnly‘ w:th

the water-bottlé “held through ‘the- porthole;” “veady

to ‘be- tossed -clear-of the speeding vessel, = “Twg!” -
-she. counted aloud; after a tense use, | & ’I’hree"’,,
““And away . she goes!™. was. Polly’s blithe re-

-joinder; a8 her: chum cast the fra :e vessel mto
the sea. ~*“And good ITuck go. mth 1!;! .
“Yes, wathér, bai Jove¥* *
" Some of the gu-ls dreamed. of ﬂw Hoatmg
lin the sea that night,
‘they “had settled i:hemselves dowh “to rest in.this
same . cabin—their day and night prison, as they
now ‘knew it was going to be.
Many 2 weausome day ahd. night, had dragged

bdtt]e
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-with the go]& that s .on board this vessel, then:-

ut-
- nodded despmnng]y. :

. its.voyage's ‘end, saw-Madame Florissa. a,nd a.ll her

Queek-—-queek bg cla.muured Naomeér

- when the girls were

. updn- the waters, at anchor.’

dreamed of it when.at last

Every T uesday
by for the girl prisoners on the. yacht before thay

- gleaned evidence which forced them - to: abandon. -

‘th¢- hiope they had been clinging toin regard to
" the bottle’s fate. 7
"Time. after time tfley had said’ a.mongst them— -
- -gelves that.it might—yes,. it might—has been found '
ere now.." But the hour had come at last when
iheﬂ had this piroof to’ the-contrary, alas! :
e ‘vessel was fitted with wireless, and it was-
-eertain_that if-the botitls had been found, and if
_immediate action .had been taken far ba,ck there .

““in" the. Homeland, the- revolutionzries on 'boa1d
2 tlns ‘vessel would have had warning.

-Instéad, what -happened was that every day that
- found the boat getting nearer, so’ much nearer, to

: companiens lookmg more:- elated. _

Bmd -Beity & ‘their ; imprisonment, varzed
orrly the- few houz-s -they were: sllowed to.be. .
T.on dec]i each day, cou]d only -wait—and. Wondsra -

i Whither Now ? 2 vl
‘\TI} mght ‘when the. g‘xrls had been sIe mg s
sound]y in - their " éabin prison  for "perhaps :-
... .several “hours, they were suddenly roused
~from slumber 'in- a atart:hng way, P
- “Lome, get up, all. of . youl”’ was the -gomn
ing -ery- hat struck in upon thezr drea
be quidk about.ip!”. .. T
Then, . ‘with -éyes su&denl .,Opened
_ hapless. girls saw : who had' entered y
th:s strange hour, . . =
. It was.:Madame F}nrxsaa. e
The. cabin ‘lights . were switched off, hits- there
was & full moon, shining mth a ‘orﬂha,ncs thi
unknown  in our Homelant
“‘Through the portholes slanted the bla
of light, and. instantly'the girls saw. that.
Florissa ‘was - fully: dressed, and that her’
1dee ‘Was paler than usual,: 88 if she" wns i
. of ferise excitement. - .
- -4 Dress. yourselves at once-—at gnce”’ she §pol
On, with ‘an ‘impatient gestupe.:" “In five nii
1 shall re;.um, .Lm&? expect you

Tha' grea!; occan-gmn y‘acht had 'stop ed AL =

" For the first time,” ever singe that fa:,eful hour
‘hauled on board the vessel, off

_the coast of dear old Morcove, -_ahe was lymg n:ﬂe

And what did the -agitated girls percxev*e s
they glanced out of the little ‘round: windows of.
the' cabin? “Only- the wide, wide ses as nsua.!,

-.halINa.gleam in the wonderhal moonhght?

They saw a mountamous shore quite c!ass at
hand,* the jagged masses of white rock looking a.
hundted times- morg  romantic - than the  very
wildest paris of the Devonshire-coast. And lonely

~how much lonelier than the.loneliest spob .
knewn to-'the girls of Morcove was this strange - .
scene - which .the - moonhghﬁ ‘showed them- now
that their fateful ‘voyage was over!

- 8o far-as they could judge, the vessel had pub
i quiétly into a small, deep-water bay, from the _
shorea of “which -the - mountn.ms rose mth appallmg
gran&eur o

-An- eerieness was 1mparted to. this mxdmght in-
cident by the eomplete silence: on board the yacht
and the .absence of all signs of life on shore. J

Not a light was visible anywhere.

“My- gwacious, wheah are we?”. palpltated
Puula, ‘whilst she nervoua]y made- her toilette, with -



Twopence
fingers that were all thumbs. “‘Geals, geals; this

‘is ‘wather cweepyr—what!”

“Tt is- San Fernando,”” Carlotta murmured in

her low, rich voice. . ‘‘Surely I know this bit of
coast? Yes,” she went on in a convinced tone, as
she peered out again, *they have brought us to
the very same spot where I was taken on_board.”

“And a lonely” spot it is!"” grimaced . Polly.

“Ugh, there is something sbout all this that I
don’t quite like!” o .

Then the cabin door opened again, and Dolores
stood revealed. A

She did not speak, but contented herself with
a gloating look at the other girls, holding herself
very erect, as if she could hardly contain the
malighant pride that filled her. - :

Betty & Co..did not continue the talk now that

Dolores was present. Doing their best to look

quite calm, théy finished getting ready, and whilst .
they did this they heard suddenly the soft splash -

‘'of "oars close to the porthales. . .
Then ‘2 murmus of voices came, in very sinister
fashion, speaking & foreign language. - i
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Resignedly, silently, theyr filed out of the cabin
and on to the moonlit deck. One by one, they-
went over the side, into the broad-beamed row-

-boat, that had been lowered away for this stealthy

midnight landing. 5 e ; s
They tioticed that all lights were out on board

the ‘mighty, yacht, which locked so enchantingly

beautiful riding at anchor in the bay. T

* The night was deliciously warm, and fragrank

. with the scent of flowers. The girls inhaled the

smell of the tropieal vegetation,. and found it
delightful after days at sea. The strange ex-
‘pertence was one that would have been thrillingly
delightful, if only— . ;

Ah, if only -they had not felt themselves to be
still in such grave peril!

Madame Florissa did not get into the boat with
them, but Dolores, after a hasty good-bye at the
gangway, ‘descended to take her place amongst the
prisoners, as they sat three to a seat. Marcilla, of
the gaunt fgure and inscrutable face, also joined
arty, bringing with her another woman who
had been in attendance upon the girls during the

S I 2

oo M5

; I"M’ !:ﬁ I .ﬂﬂl‘r i 3

THEIR PRISON AT LAST!
" BppoIH; who are froee.

" Nor could any of the Morcovians deny after-

wards that it sent a shiver down the spine fo hear

such sounds as those at this dead time of night, .

and in such a barbarie spot.
Madame Florissa suddenly returned, and, with
every sign of being pressed for time,.she beckoned:
““(tome, you are to go ashore! And you do

not need to be told it is no use trying to raise

any alarm. Do as you are bidden, and no harm
will be done to you.. But if you give any
trouble, you will suffer!”’

.Needless indeed was the  impressive warning,
These -helpless schoolgirl prisoners, what could
they do for themselves now ? Hundreds, thousands
of miles were they to-night. from the old Home-
land and their loved ones. :

Tt was good-bye at last .to the close confinement
of the floating prison that had held them for so
many weary days and nights. But they wero
leaving it only to go ashore upon foreign soil,
and to be under close guard still. -

Dolores swun

A | despair. that

“ This place is nico—is it not 7'’ she asked; and then continued : * But only for those
- For you it wilt-not be nice ! L ]

roum:ll o enjoy any expnsa‘lén bl fear or
tty & Co. were showing, but she was dis-

voyage. These, and these only, were the girls’
-companions now, except for a'couple of the foreign
crew, who manned the boat.

Just as the boat was casting  off, Madame
Florissa leant over the vacht’s side.to whisper down
some final word to her daughter.. That girl
answered with a low laugh, at the same time
Binging a vindictive look at the captives.

. “What did they say to each other, Naomer?”

- Polly as‘kedjhat ‘chum of hers guardedly. '“_It was

in Spanish. Pl
~ **Aadame, she say, ‘You need not treat them
too gently,) ” was Naomer's answering whisper.
"¢ And- Dolores, you see how she laugh, theenking
what _a joke it is for hert”
© «tFThey laugh best who laugh last’!” quoted
‘Polly, clenching her teeth. *Cheer up, darling!
Here’s my hand to hold.”” _
T not afraid. I mnot let myself be afraid!”
Naomer said in a passionate undertone. =~ ‘.
Bat, because she loved Polly so dearly, she let
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her hand Te tha{'. gu-l’s all the whxle the boa.t.

was being rowed to the shore.

" Almost without a sound, it grounded upon the -
beach-at last, and quickly and silently the girls -

‘were: c]1sembarked along with Dglores and the two
women. - -

- Then,
sailors thrust off
- back over the nio
+ “Come”’ Dolor !
in_ complete ailithority  now!

mth soIe: n—soundmg adleﬁs the two

& Watem “to the yacht. e
- “Welcome. to the

shores of San’ Femando,_ the. cmmi;ry 'that my

father is going to” rula!”
She, put hesself -in fron ‘of “the. five. ~eapti
whilst 1ij\ilm'u:ulla “andthe’ ot'het womafi” followed

behind. The very Steepest of ° paths proved tothbe._-
at -

in front of thei” all,: and it was so narrow
. no two of them. could walk -together. -

" 'One’ behind-another,” p, and still upwards they
trod their way, ‘passifig’ giabt palms, whose broad
fronds weie hardly’
" was a zigzag path,

there would: be. only-high oliffs."
. All at once, when the girls’ looked down’ mtq t.he
moenlit bs.y, they saw that ‘the yacht was*

again. ﬂ.antly it went ste,ammg out to° sea, whilst
. the  girl” usoners could only go“on £oilowmg=
: -Dé:}orea is . way and that p the mountam-
side:

ravine, and, after that the girls co\z]d :no -longer.
- glimpse the sea by casting & ackward glance. On
and-on-they went, and presently one:side -of the
little - valley became -terraced, with little ﬂnghts of
' storie steps frop one terrace: ‘to: apother.: . -
~ . -And now Betty & Co, saw that they were- gomg
past cultivated plots of ground, and they. guessad

“that-this must be the terraced garden of.a meuntam-

'\nlla .
"Qurs ehough, a few more zxgzag aseents brought
" them ‘before, 'a very solid-looking edificé with' a
. . Oreat .verandas ran all. round the

1masszve outer walls - of the villa; to proteek the

“intérior from the terrific heai. of the tropical sun.- " 1
. At présent, in theé moonlight, the eﬁect wag. o'ne~ .

of intense. coldness and gloom. .

A very. prison seemed to be- confrom;mg them, )
havé borne the .
mscriptlon. ¥ All ye who enter here, “abandon’

& prison” whose porch might well .

hope!”

But Be"fy & Co were never gomg to do that.

It Dolores, halting: -at - the main doorway, only
Jooked round to enjoy &ny expressioit
qr terror that the girls mxght be : showmg, -she
looked round in vain.

“You" theenk it ‘quite nige, do ynu‘f” she sald
nastily, findinig. them so unafraid. **Well, so it is
mca—— or, those who are free, as' T am! But for
you —and -she- showed: her teeth in ‘the: moon-
light—*“it will not be so mnice, perhaps'” :

" From-a small handbag that she carried the eruel— :
- hearted girl .took a bunch of keys; ari¢ ﬁtf.ed one.

into the massive door. .
. “Welcome!

mockingly. ‘“Welcome to ‘the country. honse of
- Don -Florissa, my father, the future president of
. San Fernando! Now I shall show you to the room
you are to have. A nice room—oli, yes!-Sq cold!
Tust right for you who come from that detestable
- England!”? -

THE SCHOOLGIRLS’ OWN

d."the rawboat went: gliding
d; w;t‘.h all ‘the air of one"ﬂ

dly stirring in the- night breeze. Tt .
: 1d in that respect it reminded-
". Betty & Co: of the stéep pathways up the oombes
of Morcove -from the rugged shore.. But.in. all .

- else how. different the scene was mnow! Tropical

. . vegetatiorn, a.nd sheer mountains where in Eng and * 4n this gioomy stone-walled” prison . to'. which .
: "‘hagless girls:had béen consigned. A mmuté two -

- the darkness, wﬂ:h

*

Then'sudclenly she - si:rucL asxde mto a sort qf-‘

" -Will_you be,

s away—""

of despair-

y ‘revolutlon ]

Again 1 sav ltf”‘she excla.lmed

E very Tue sday

* Then the gnls had - go ‘on along 2 wide
passage and turn oﬂf to ths left, into an enormous
chamber that was ‘more like a wa.ult tha.n o hablt-.
._a.ble place.
. The -walls, the ﬁoor, the cel[mg all ‘were of -
stone. And the one, window, as the gitls instantly
noticed, was thxckly barred and had its ".outer
shutters closed.. .

“Dolores had " tsken - oui'. and Ew;tched ‘on_ an
_eleetrm torch.-: She swung :the brillignt ray all -
“round -the gloomy walls, and-then, doihg g proud
‘walk ‘round the  girls: t]mt toek hm back “to. the
vast doorWa.y, she bowed very low to them a[]

i

* = rnockingly. -

- 4T leave you,- for i‘.he dplesent to make yourseh es
at home!”. she taunted them.

wonderful English! "Bah!  Good-night; you black-

Qfaca queen! And you, Carlotta Delona!”

She danced herself backwards through the doot-

. way, giving -a ‘pealing laugh. that echoed Ioudly_
through the enormous, silent building, ~

_---Next ‘instant, Marcilla- and the other, woman had_-
: wtthdrawn and the great door was pulled {0 upon .
._the girl prigoness with a runbling thud.-

Theti silence, a prolonged and ‘profound sﬂenc}:a,
the

minuies, went by, perhaps, before a. voice spoke ‘in
all the tans:on of suppressed

passio : :
: lt was Garlotta who wps speakmg €L
" ““Listen ‘4o ‘me, ‘my dear, brave - friends l” s}t;e_
3 fo.he.

said excltedly.
led .here—-"
“We oou[d no{: do a.nythmg e]sel” :

" claimed $ad
But hsten'” Carlotta rushed

“We have suﬂ:’ered ouml'\r

“NO' .
they could tell_how she was quivering’ “with rage,

.. “Yf-that Dolores thinks. we--are going to'be” fre’

. signed, she-is mxsf:akem! I know the country. .
know  this Spo{'.—where Tt is, - -how_far frlom- l:hla; ;
capltal, -where my" father is presxdent ‘You——"

tave stilt.". Will you. trust me i
| “You meah——" " ;

* *“Bai.Jove!’’ : % 3

“I'medn this!”. Cailotia whxspered on, axc:ted!v

- ““We must. éeize thefitst chafice. to escape, .and
then we .will® make, for the. cap:tal Wg will” ﬁngl

iny father—7 - ‘

“VYes, yesi” Beti;y and Polly sald together.‘
eager}y whilst Paula’ exclaimed:

: Wather bai. Jove!- Oh," wather, geata!“
«Splendid, that will be!™. jomed in 1\aomer

doing a’ caper- on: the qulet-.

-“We may yeb. be in time to WAIT: -FOUr: father,
‘,Catlotta., about the plot!”
. “That' is s0,”’ the president’s daughter answered -
softly. ““And if only—oh;, if.only we can do that,
if only we can get to hlm in time, we shall have -

done far more than saved 011?391)4"93 fxom all this - ‘

humiliation and peril!”
" She took a morfient, “to’ steady her breathmg, ‘and

. then added passionately:

© ““We shall have saved this dear country of mine
from. all' the” ‘misery and -sorrow of a. wmked

(&vD " OF THIS WEEK'S swomr)

I only the Morcove glris and thelr new-founii
.chum can get free! - But can they?  There are
many " exciting- adventures in, store for them, and
you must not on any account miss’ next week's
splendid_long complete ' tale, which is entitled:
# The Morcove Girls in-the Mountains!” '

<% Good-night, youw *

“Eef we cah get -



