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This dramatic welcome awaits the

Morcove girls on their return {o school.

Don’t miss the extra enthralling story
complete in this issue.
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THE FIRST OF A FINE NEW SERIES OF MORCOVE SCHOOL STORIES.

T ap—

ORCOVE!"

PP By MarsoRIE sTaNTON.

M

A huge surprise awaits the Morcove girls on their_return from their summer holidays,

and you will be enthralled by the drainatic happenings at the old school. -

' ‘The Surprige of Their Lives, 8
# QOMEHOW, girls, going back to Morcove
e seems extra thrilling this  time,” Polly
S i Linton exclaimed. “I' feel very' excited
. #8o.do I—and L,” came from one and another
“of the girls who were in this particular compart-
ment of the school “special.” s
" “There have heen so many rumours,” -agreed
Madgo Minden placidly; and Paula Creel in-
‘stantly echoed : o o e m .
“Wumours! Bai Jove, ves, wather. 'One geal
.has ‘witten to say onc thing; anothah, bai Joye,
+has witten to.say just the contwawy. to what the

"othah said, if you gwasp my meahing? So ‘there *

we are, geals—-" o b
* " “Where are we? Personally,” laughed: Polly,

‘#I am just wondering where ‘we are—how -we

stand—what's going to happen ! :

! 4T can tell you this: we are nearly at Morcove

" - Road station now,” was Tess. Trelawney’s con-

. tribution to the chatter, after a glance out. of
the window. “So it won’t be long, now, before

‘we know something definife”

* “And what s blessing . that will be,” sighed
" Betty. . “Every girl in. the train secmis to have.

orhin ‘May I -
‘just heve .a peen out and see if the school is 'st:iﬁl

left"home, this mornidg, feeling aixious.

there, anyhow!®: = . - . o
“Haw, haw, haw!"” was elegant Paula’s simper-
- . » v 7 4

ing lTatigh, as Betty Barton peeped befween WO
‘other heads from one of the- carriage windows.’

2 But, weally, it wather makes one wondah.”
- “The school is still there, right enough,”
grinned' Polly, “and we'll soon be there, too!
tudy 12 again, hurrah! Some good hockey this
term—_—_” . . i
. “.Yes, wather, and not so many pwanks, Polly

‘deah, pway wemember. Let me wepeat; I do -
hope and pway thet you and Naomer will. -not, -

. this term, take such delight in making my life a
misewy.” © T - i o -
" _“Are you spikking: about me " spoke up dusky
Naomer Nakars, with a sudden reguish lock for
Payla that made that fastidious Morcovian quail
-in her seat. “Let not my fault eef you are zo

uffer—" A g g L

*"Now, Naomer—o?-

" always—like 5o !”

Jlamented long-sutfering

.-b‘ottlc at that instant; and a terrific howl from

girls.

*And so we have to have ze jape “with -you,
: Naomer chuc};le__tl_‘_ “suddenly
uncing out of her own seat on to Paula’s lap.
‘He, he, he, this is very nice; so comfible—-"
“Nao—ow! Naomer, get off me, pway! My.
fwock—you are wuinpling it! Ah, ‘dear,” -
auls, as she saw no help .
for it but to sit nursing Naomer. *“Did evah a
geel have a life like mine?” ‘ -
““But I love you so much; you doar duffer !
“I kitow you do,” Naomer, darling; to my

%

sowwow I wealise it, often,” sighed Paula. *“If

only you eould be a twifle loss. demonstwative,

“dear, - Tf only—-"

Zee-ip—pop ! went a cork out of a gingéi?-beet
Paula, as she caught all the froth in her face,
would have been heard next door, only there were

su‘e‘h yells of Ja}l’gﬁte'r, too,
: X b

Ha, ha, ha! . ; f
“You widiculous cweature,. Polly!. Dwop it!

Yow've dwowned me! My hair, my eyes—" ]
f{8orry, Paunla!” ’ B oL '
“3 bai Jove!

Sowwy, But T blame myself,”

_Paula sighed on, whilst Polly set her pretty lips .
‘to ‘'one of the bottles of ginger pop that had had

to be-taken on the train, 'according te tradition.
“I should have. pwevailed upon my pawents ‘to

seird me o anothah- school, yes, wather.”
. -“Where yon would bhave had no Naomer to

nurse,” Madge sdid, with ‘a loving look for both
“And no Polly to keep things lively—"
“Er, no,” admitted Paula,
“And no Study 12 to come along to, after prep,
every “evening-———" g o ;
“Twue, Madge deah. There would bo that
dwawback——" ) ;

“With_its old armchair, that seems just made

for you, Paula!”

" “Pewfectly twue, Madge. I do xveai.]ise, T—in

fact, geals, I fweely gwant you——

““Therc’s no school i the land can come near
Morceve; isn't that it7” cried Polly, *Good old
Morcove1” : )
- “Yes, wather! Haw, haw, haw——"

Oh,” she has stopped crying now, the pretty .
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;Iear,” wag. madca.n Polly’ $ teasing comment

Paula’s sudden return to h spirits.” .
" to Morcove, then, Paula darlmg, take the
bottle-— L
“Take b3 drmk tb ths healf'.h of t.he oIdA

’ whooll” insisted ‘the ‘madcap, thrusting: the bottle -

“+Hold. it hlgh in this
ha !”

‘upon the elegdnt one.
and _and say—— -Oh, sorry ! Ha, ha
ou -silly, clumsy duffer!””
. aguin, a3 the ‘bottle swuddeniy: dr%pped,
" figay ] -ilqmd over her expensive shoes,
m—— :
BTk dm l;-—
OWel: t.han don’t dwop itT" D anythm

I .or am I not to turn u
8 wespectable membah of it-?”

“Very well,” Polly said, .pubting. on-.a Very
-golenin air, “I won't speak again.- Not a word;

"I you want {'.o e a misery on re-opening e be
y ¥ E g‘ y, " as-she-and her pmtumla.r chums. had emw&ed into. ..
5 “Poo bad of wimevet it was i—.hat :
IE d, - started .tho . searéd”.
athetically. that the others all shrieked agam'
- “Yt's. not ‘my mnature to be a

one, Panla!™
. This went-to Paula’s. i-.ender heart
- “Who ‘wants ‘{0 be a ‘misewy1” she

mernmen&
It's.you who make me one.. My natawal

';Wlt
-mise

dmpomtmn is to be bw:ght agweea.hle, hlgh-.

" spiwited—"

“Anythmg elsa?” asked Polly.
“of uom'se ) .
© " Yes; “wather—"

“ And ornamerital—"*
- Pwecisely I s
I A sheer deikg'his to 1ook a;t”’* il
“I twist so,. Polly deah.” .- -

Industnous,

" HThen why do you. sib. ‘there with vaﬂr hat all | -
‘ma:ka.blc, wha.‘t"
“thesh now!” '

Swifily the Ladim amotor paned along the olel -

‘crooked, ‘and -your- ihmr-—ha ba,
- Yhat 1 - Z

pocket. vanity case, that stie might put herself to

-rights before tho train dréw up. a.longsxde the'plat-

fol‘m ‘at Morcove I

* Less than half.a mzmﬁe tater: the brakes went »

.on, and ‘only a. few seconds after that, the train
was at -a. standstill ‘and doors from- one end 1o
‘the other were being flung open, : :

. At Tast 1V, was.the general ory, &5 the dozaens
of f;fs boisterously bundled out. -

ther comment which: was pretty gemara[ was -

-that the’ journey. seemed ‘to have taken lomger
timn evsr to-day.; | Was it Pbecause the schoolgisl
ers were in such o state: of syspense? .

it We 1, T don’t know, everything here seenis just

,"tho sao ds usiel,” Bettv Barton was quick to -

semark, as they all saw the -customary- crowd of
'vxeh.:clea waiting in the station yard.

‘The station was only a wayside one, with very

'!ttﬂe Jife about it exeept on those days in the
.year.when Moroove Sehool was either breaking-

yp- or re-assembling. .. Then, as was the case to- .

-day; numbets of: carringes. and -cars from Barn-

-combe ‘town made themselves  availablo for the -
mxleqmd a-hsli Joumey bei;ween aehoal and rail-.

It wa,s 1:ke hea,dstrong }
Polly to urge; starting off for the way out. through

B W

wa)
Come on, i‘.han L

icket-gate. “It-does. seem. ]ustﬁs mm:ﬂ aatd.
so—how Tunny, all those rumoursi®

“Yes! Tt has been -a’. scare—xmthmg T~ ;t
- surely!” Helen Cfmg- predicied; smiling 0 a re-

- lieved way. ‘“‘Bésides, Jwe -would hsver been
stopped froni comi
" “Yes, wather!
pway! T have wather an extwn. iot of - things to
hrr!d apart fmm my luggage in the vamr Geals

R C
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“A hea.lth w7

ho#led Paula -
spll[mg :
Dwop

" hearty answer,
il ‘but.
-stop-this wuination of my appeawanee | 5, am.
at’ the séhool looking -

nd out came Paula.s f'wmous httTe o

‘Morcove Sc

_aftor that, with the fine

.- can be

-+ %Ogo, yes; T 50 exmfhed 2

- gudden desire to peer ahead,

_was foeming: with scholars, o,

ng—"
Not so fast, however gea!s,A

'Etfe:;y 1 aesamy

" #TAfternoon, M#. Monkton1™ several. of them " °
greeted | the fa.!sherly old stationmaster. - “Stﬂl ;
ere, t B '
For theie had been & rumour, last term; that :

Mr. Monkbten was gomg o retzre, aiter mariy';" ‘

“years m‘. seryice, -
- raissies, still hea'e"’ was ]ﬁS gema.l g

“Y
answer. “Not sorry, ;n 4 Way, ‘gither. "And here
you are again, joung ladies; all.of you, eh3? - .

“YWhat about the schtol—is: that still here?” -
Betty asked ' half -sericusly.
have you héard ahy—any tales I? ‘roundi”

“About the school, mws* a’sngil” was. the. .

‘ “Why ever shéultl o ‘all Da-
looking so—so uneasy!” =
. None of the girls: answered him, nor fndeed was

- there a ‘chance to-engage bimi in further’ talk.

He had to hurry away to sce about getting ihe
deserted irain run off to the siding, . for a second

_special was coming on from. Exeter,

“What nonsense it is,” Polly Mughéd as soon

a. rooiny motor, -

© “But don’t fomet dear” Bet}.y emia.:med ‘

~gravely, “Miss Redgrave: herself; when she was . - .-

with us during' the .hols, said- that the Hsad m;.s .
having a very worrying time.”

“There must have been a lot of exy.ggemtmn,
though,” insisted sanguine Polly, “Half the girls

.at Waterloo . this- morning had’ got_the notxon,‘

somehow; that the.schiool wgs not——>"
“Y say, there was one umlsual thi q ’
of_to the station just now,” . Tess had $o strike =
in, in sudden -excitement, “"Zfo mmtresses theie o 5
to meet us! As'a rple—-* " 4
H¥es, wather! ‘Bai Jove,. geais wathér we- -
chevah WQ shall soon. be

when we.

familiar highway, soon bringing the.gates of
1fnmgt, E[%antheehnmsall,

laughed as they swung together, the car taking
the sharp mm-m at the ‘gateway.. Up the drive;’ .

p%a:nng elds and gardens’

to right and lefh, whilst-the great facade of: Mar-

““eoye School itself now loomed ahead | 3 .

“ Now. then,” Polly saxd ‘with an. ;mhmpatory-
siile, ‘_ Po ti:\mk that in.a crmple of mmubes we. .’

- % ¥es, wa.ﬂmt' "Haw, haw ’hw?” it
@omer sald stam

sing her fest: o’n the foor of the car.. Quea )
‘queek, he mus queeker | oo
“Hallo, tho 34 An& Poily 51;00& wp, w:th t}le

“He's slowmg up, :
when ty—I say! Gizs, do ook !’ .

- They could. easily and sz'feiy do &0, vow that

the car was suddenly going -at a mere erawﬁng
From over the sides, and over the we

pace.

driver’s shoulders, the gn'Is lqoked ahead tovsar
‘the schoolhouse, and the mght that met their ayea
J was an amazing. onc..

“The large gmimlled spaee In. front of the pm\cb '

4hat nelther the -
chums® car ner any other yehicle arriving now,
‘Gould: possibly get close’ io the entrance sieps.’

. The cars and: carriages which had alreadjr seb:
-&own 50 many scholurs: wem bazked on’ to the

i
exehangmg a -

“M goodnm'” gasped PolI
i rest. “ What.

wondermg look with Betty and §

" does :t mean'l ’\T‘o one seems- to be gomg In-

doors!”
Then their own car stopped .and there was no

‘need” for twhe dnver to, call round to them,

%M, Monkton, ! -




Twopence

he did, that he could take them no further, They

were altnost on the edge of the crowd.

* Out they jumped, and, after the moment it took

to settle for the fare, rushed to join the crowd.

*-“Hallo, Betty ! . Hallo, Polly—Paula I” some of
- their schoolfellows began to greet the -new

arrivals. - “We've been standing bere ages—" ..

7. “What's the reason, then? What's up?” -
“Yes, wather! Geals——" : .

* ¥Can't say! Nobody knows!”
- .*Bai Jove! ‘But, my gwacious—" . .

~*“What a mudale !”. Polly commentect,’ astoun- -

& dedly. - “After a’ long jowrney——" )
- “You're wight, DPolly deah. Bai -Jove,

! a cup
- of tea—1 could do with one, yes; wather!™. -

: “Look at all the rest éoming vp the drive!”
- Tess was fain to laugh, staring back at the pro-

cession of motors which had Tollowed from the
.station. “How lovely " : . :
Betty was

“ But—"- break‘ing' out bewil-

deredly,” when the sudden silencing of dozens of -

. 7" voides~ that had been jabbering away excitably
;% made’ her look sharply towards the schoolhouse

Teoageimt L ) S R

* Next .second she and her chums ' were pressing
in closer towards the schoolhouse steps; as people

- surge close towards an open-air rostrim when the
speaker ‘is about {o begin some harangie. For the

+ hdadmistress of Morcove ‘was siddenly “standing

thero at the top of the steps, holding tip a hand
o for silence, - L o 0T P

oIt fell _'a.b'n_lptl‘y‘,‘_ that’ silonce—a su }léil ,infé}_ﬁﬁei '
- hngh, except” for the -grent _éommotion’ unaveid:’
- ably made by _the. stopped .cars on ‘the drive and

their hastily-alighting passengers.” The girls who
formed the crowd about the steps were simply
breathless: with suspense,: S :

. What did it all mean?

! ] things, on.t
: day atMorcore hool ? +~ %

1n the name of mystery, what wag the strange, .
. Y re-opeuing

" the incredible state of
o

5.7 These Girls—wha are Thoy ? .
N the tone of one whosé spirit. had b

a ory ringing out from where shé stood upon

" the sehoolhouse steps: i
+ “Girls of Morcove School!”

And now cvery other tongue was still. What

~ had Miss Somerfield t6 tell them? i 3

© o %1 am-so awfully sorry, miy dear girls; more
- igrieved than I can éyor hepe to say,” she spoke

:on_emotionally. “You would not he'here,. at the

very. portals of your own old school, af this

moment, only I have been basely -served—oh, dis-’

* gracefully treated!” s R o e By ;
-, She paused, and they could tell that she was
- in danger of bei!_t quite overcome, .. - i
+#1 would have%
In time—would have telegraphed and. telephoned
- to all of you—if I had feared that this was going
~ to happen._ There have been threats; there was
"~ ..a time during the holidays when I felt T would
have: to warn you all—not to come back!

gzﬁei'nors, had reason to believe that Morcove
06l would havejl’t's re-opening day without a

hitch. And now—

Her voice broke, and suddenly, before- all of..

them, she was wiping tears from her eyes. She,

the self-reliant one who had shown, a hundred

times over in the past, the great strain to which

she could-be put, without giving way! =

- It was a thmig- that fetched the hearts of Betty
and of all

, of the other girls, into their .
throats. Their beloved headmistress—~oh, what

'THE SCHOOLGIRLS' OWN

‘ ] - spi nd been, mqse'_{f_
by some great hardship, the headmistress sent’

¢ i, . humiliating position for- all
et -you and .your parents.know:

. Then"
" things becanie ‘more hopeful. T, and the school

- 22T
was hor trouble then, thabt she was in such -
distress ! : . : :

“You are wondering about it all, and there is
8o little I can tell you'!” they heard her resume,
with a sob in her voice. “Much will come out as
time goes on, no doubt. - But for the present,
girls, all I can say is_this. Morcove School does

.not, cannot admit you to-day! You must not set )

foot across its threshold, any one-of you!”

- Astounding, staggering news! An announce-
ment exceeding the very wildest that any of the
giris had been led to expect, by reason of the
isquieting rumours, - o : ; ‘
~Reopening. day—and Morcove was closed
against ‘them, every-onel -~ . .. & . .
' “Yes, girls,” Miss Somerfield spoke on mourn-
fully. “That is the unhappy, the bitter and

-.“" 3 —:‘/

. THEIR NEW.SCHOOL ! “Quo-ss, Botty -

. up the sry from the'newly-arrived girls. “What

- do you think of it 2+ What do-rqu think of our -
. s . new school 2 P

of us,c You have

come, some of you from a great:distance, only o .

be told that there is no scheol here for you, no

shelter for even half ‘an hour. I'did not expect it,-
as I said just now. .I was led to believe—the
governors of the school were given ‘to, understand-
—you would, at least, be allowed. inside for a few.
days. But only a couple of hours ago, when it.
was all too late to put you off, this: blow was-
struck! I may ‘not admit you.. Those who say
I mfugﬁ not—they have the very law on their

.side "

Another great gasp of amazement went through
the crowd. ~ ‘ R ‘
The law itself ordering them to keep out, when
surely the law.should have been all on their side
and the side of thgse who ran the school!
-Miss Somerfield, after wiping tearful eyes again, -
Jooked more composed mow. She stood before -
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- the lips in & firm line

“ Well, -gixls, so muoh for that1” she suddeniy .
with passionate composure. “The.

echa:.med
question is, what are you all t6 do? ‘We may not
house ‘one "of you—not one!  The very outbuild-
ings are closed against you. T one word, we no
longer own Morcove School ! I and my colleagnes
—colleagues who have rallied” round nie as you
would expect thom to do——"

“Yes, wather!” was. Paula’s sudden outburst,

‘uiong with spirited cries to the saie effect from
_all 1" Madge Minden said in her sybdued way.

al! resent. -
g 3 orcove. for ever 1™
«Cheers for Miss Somerfisld—hip, hip,. inp——

“Hurrah, hooway—"

“Hurrah!””* They gave the encouraging ebeer -

lustily. And again and again—*IHurrah; hip,
hip, hurrah!’

But afterwards they almost wished they - had
- saved their breath. The sudden demonstration -of
love and loyalty had quite upset’ their headmis
tress. It was o full mmute before she ‘eould

proceed.

“The comfort. it is to ma, my dear guls, 1o kmgw
that you share every bit. of my firm determina-
tion notb to let this quite break ur spirit!” ‘she
resumed ak last. “I was going 6o fell you what
we. propese doing in this_great and grave emerg-
ency. Listen, girls; and T will tell you'now.” -
There was no questmn about their being rea&ly
to listen. How they strained their ears! -

“We_are juch a vast multitude, some it is cer-
tain will have to go home. Others, most likely,

will-'be ordered fo -return now.that ‘the news has .

‘been -sent. 16 all your parents,.” But I and my
colléagnes hope that af least a nucleus of the
“school may be kept going. Or:.age
up in despair, and so let thendine Mm
School, with all its great mdﬁzm:s become
) extingt1” |

“No, no—never!” wenis u;p ﬂze_emghat.le ery
from the girls, :

“We'll manage! " That was Be&y’s own
spirited ery,: dmwmg a beami “ Yes 'wa.ther 15
from Paula.

“Most fortuna,tely '\flms gomerﬁeld went on, in
o greatly heartened way, “we can have recourse
to a certain large house ‘in the nelghbourhood
that will accommodate some of you for the pre-
sent.  Conditions will be rough; but the consola-
tion will be, girls~Morceve ag a school. will stxll
be kept gomg!” =

Again a ringi
ing quite wild with this spmted reselve to- keep
the school going.

“Round at the back of this nchooihouse T have

made hurried arrangemenis for. tea to be served:

to you. There, again, it will be & very makeshift
affair, girls; but you'll nok complain—" -
“Not llkelv Miss Somerfield !
- “Lastly,”
applause had to die away sharply,. “in a few
-moinutes- each Form-mistiess will come round, to
teke the names of girls who volunteer for rough-
ing it, at the temporary -school.
who is afraid to rough it. Let no girl be thought
less of -for staying-away. ‘And 30, my dear girls,
run now and get what sort of S t.ea y&u can, and
just think it over!™

Bravo—"

There was very little mshmg away to wbere the_

headmistress had said ted would be dispensed, -in
the open air. The whole crowd of scholars, after

standing to give cheer upon cheer, very slowly dis- -
5 every lip séemed fo.be exmttmg the-

persed. An
excitable exelamation: " - ———

““Shall-you go?- I mean to! But howmnmng

it all is!? -

~ THE SCHOOL“GIRLS OwWN
them \uth a stern setting of her comely face, .

'its wonderful ‘view. over beth

_ing &
-term’s; seholars,

) - -to know anyone.”
‘cheer, some o,f ﬁhe girly loak- i {Y

she made haste to add, 50 that the

Let no girl come-

lenge.

Every flm:sday

. “Yes, and even now we- are all in the -dark
as to why—whyi” was Polly’s blank cry, -as she .
and others of thé Study 12 coterie walked away
at last, -

Study 12. Ah, when were they to see the msxdg
of Study 12 asgam—xf ever! -

There was its little window, up yonder, w;th

sea -and country.
Study 12, where o often they had worked and’

- gossiped and played together, Befty and the rest, -

And now—this ! ;
“What must the new gl,r}s be thinking of it

“Arve there any new girls this- term?" askeﬂ
Te.ﬁ and Madge answered quistly: ‘
. have seen two an faces at Ieast—gzﬂs of
a.bout our age, so perhaps they. were to be _in
our Form, h(. looked rather like—— But see
for yourselves, for therc they are againl!®

A discreet nod came with this last remark of
Madge’s. She and her chums were just rounding -
a corner of he schoothouse, to seek the tea-urns,
and here, -certainly, were a ooup!e of gnTs saunter-
ibont” who were “total strangers to -all last

“For the moment, Betty & Co contented them~
selves with 'a critical yet inofensive glance at the
newcomers. ¢ must have been going to say,
just now, that they looked rather ltke foreign
girls, for they certamly had that appemaneo ’

Obviously sisters, with only & year’s difference

" between them, they were very tall for their age,

excessively slim and dainty; and ;noud as they
wete beautiful, :
Perhaps it was only because they fe]t dlsgnsted
at the Eres-ent state of things; but, as they. saun-
tered about. together; they had’ their heads up and

" were_generally d:sdamful

‘Well, we can’t wonder i they feel & bit put
off,” Betty mmemured ruefully, ““¥t must be a
disappointiment to them, They may be quite nrco
girls after all, so shall we try them and see?”

“Yes, wnrher, ? approved Paula. “Such pwetty
geals—bal Jove, they should be quite all w:ght.
They know how to dwess, geals, what?”

So, without bothering about tea for the momgni
the ¢hums worked towards the couple and ﬁna.lly
spoke to them.

“Are i§;ou aommg to pet tea along with usf”

Betty asked, ingratiatingly, *We hope you will,-
as it must be awkward for xou, ag new g].rls, not

""Espema.i ‘with fhmgs as they are” Pol]y
chimed i, with a_ fueful grimace. “It’s bad
e'nough for us; but for you—new girls—""

“New girls—stupid'!” the elder one took the
chums aback_by exclalmmg scornfully: “Do you
think “we would ever have come to a school like
this? You and your school—bah!”

-“Besides, there is no school now, is there”’
the younger one rejoined, with a laugh of mali-
cious delight.. “And how amusing t ls-oh
yes, -too funny{”

*Indeed !” Bt.tty conimented on th:s dehberate
insolence. “You are not mew. girls, then—a.nd,'
rezlly, perhaps it is just. as welﬁ :

“Yes, wather! Bai Jove——"

“You. need not be cheeky I ﬁar«e& ont the eTffer

; Aglr] lmr eyes ﬂashmg, “When you. know -who we
e .

“Well, who are you?” was Polly’s boIE chal-
“Since you are nothing to do with Moz~
cove—" ' T "

“But we are plenty to do with Morcove, 50 you
see!” the elder said tartly, her words just failing
to be fluent English. ‘“As a matter of fact, we
arg Moxcove iiselfl” TR Ry )



" . the.words:.

"'Tt.z'opénca "

“Now you can ha.ve the. so-pleasant- cup of tea,”

2dded -the younger girl, throwing back her head

as she Iaughed--f--*‘
of 3ou--ha. ha, hd !

d they both walked away, qulckly controlhng

their spiteful mirth, 50 :as appear all airy

dl%mty again, : i
olly breathed a “Phew'"
“Bai Jove, yes, wather,”

One £in cup amongst ' the lot

‘But I didn’t quite gwasp -it, did" ou—-—i:hat abuut
thelr being Morcove_itself, bai Jovel”

‘place, what élse. could they

'gchiool 7 - Tmpossible {” )
", An hour ago I would have said a.]l the r
was impossible ; but it-has happened |’
‘glum comment.
~cheer up, girls, and- get that cu

@

of tea.”

-~ oneé comfows, bai _Jovel: Tea, geals—tea, even if
. it does bave to: be -handed wound -in a‘ tin ‘mug!”

i And a minute later it was, 'mdead an old fin . . °

mug that was bemg raised to- Pamiu '8 prettzy lips!.
"I'hc 8ky thelr Roof.

TH:E tea was .2 very.humorous scramble alto-‘

gether .
Apparently there was a nhor&age of crock-
ery “due to

“acrosy to. the makeshift school. .
Hence the number of pichic-nmugs tha(: had been

birought into use, and the way in which the few. -

sasucers avallable had also to do duty as plates.
There were a few benches—sufficient for about a

quarter of the number of girls who wanted to sw :

“down!" But the grass was.dry, and it was soon
-.dotted over with groups. of-

‘astounding situation, 4
¢ Betty—you're the one T want”’ 5 )
That was 2 sudden remark from Miss Redgrave,

the youthful mistress of the Fourth Form, as she.

came to where the Form capl;am was wnth her
boou compamons. .
‘Logking as if she was. takmg ewervt‘nmg yery
; calinlv, lss Redgrave srmled serenely upon the
gu-s
T didn't need to ask lf 'fou Sbudy 12 ehums
would want 1o go across—" .

+. *“Po . the. house t}mt 1s bemé taken over for a’
Miss ‘Redgrave.”
" Count “me "in!™ laughod Betty,' and the others\'

t.emporary school 7 “rather;

chorused :-
. Y“And me—-and me"’ e

*7 “Haw, haw, haw1 “Yés, watber’ Hea.h Y am,’
- Miss: Wedgsvave, weady for the’ fwa.y ‘what"” § G

‘A CWell then‘ when you’ Yo ‘had your tea—"
- *We'lve finished “now!” .
“MOh, I see!”.
* arhused;. “Twe 6f you—hubt no more, I think, so
“don’t all clamour '=“had bettér get hold of hu-vcles
. and. go_over to our. makeshlft quarters. This is
the house.’ 3

-.80-saying,. she. dxsnhved the seel'.lon of a !oca.T
2 d- . back. in’. thebody
- chauffeur” was drwma‘

mnp that. gaye the Morcove digtrict, and, pointe
her pencﬂ at orie gpot ‘where, s some. tmy prmt gave
“ Sawnton House s

¢ Sawnton House" excla ed - Beﬂ:y .

know 617 :
"Yes, waisher! Gea.ls——; .
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‘ ugheﬂ Paula " -game of hockey:now, I-don’t know!
# Anothah wemarkable ocenwwence,. geals, what? -
- taker has_béen there for years, kee
e " and dry,in cage the house should
“Unless they meant that- they and’ thelr people
s snmply own - the
“mean?” was Betty’s stupefied ery. * Yot how can -
“they or anyone. else have goi; posses.swn of t,he -

e l; !;fhom fo. drop’

" was Polly’s .

“Sb, the only thihg. to do is to - 80; ~ Ves, wather'
e hair te w;ghts!”

~“Ah, yes, pwecisely !” approved Paula, = “That’s

'.;'mented poetlcally. ‘¢ As some.Jo
:hufs weally, T've forgotten the  exact ‘guotation! .
a.-lot "of it having been packed up. . T am suré it wounld_apply, however i

along \mth much other stuff that was to be rushed e

squatting  scholars,
They. laughed . about, their. hastily-cut . wedges of .
- -cake, and the. thick 'slices. of bread a.nd -butter, .
“in. between. all “the. exc:ted talk concermng hha--

" “Right!”. said - the - Stody 12 eouple, -in_one
. breath, and away they ran to rimmage ‘out their = 7
B blcycles from . the -perfect tangle" of mae'hmes that '
- adorned:oné:of the' Morcove- lawns,- o

Again Miss Redgrme Tooked -

,2.23 .
“It has stood empty for years," broI-:e out Polly,
a.nd it always looks such an awful ‘wreck [”

“The cornfields come right up to the house now, - -

don't they?” was Madge's recollection. ‘They

: gioughed 41ip what used to be a nice Prwabe pa,rk

uring the war, to_grow extra corn.

Miss Redgra,ve nodded, - S :
“That is so, girls, and where you'll. get your
The most
can say is that:the place i3 hebitable, A care. '
mg it clean-

“Good"’ B’ebi;y smd eagelly. :
b :

: “Gn y two 0f you  the resh. can be of guch help‘ i
to me, by staying back for a bit,”* Miss Rédgrave . -
hastened to explain.” ** Study 12! T always-know
on- for.. any_spécial bit of. ‘help.” .
aw,!” beamed-Paula. I -twast:"

"And you want

Ha.w, haw, .

- And .out canie the everlashmg vamty case'
_Betty and Polly. fell for the specidl mission thab
MISS Redgravo had in mind. -

You 8o, in advance to where we ;are. pitching -

1‘,” Paula com-
ohnny, onge wote—

G
“Like the Awa.bs, yes, “weafl

Eollv rogmsh]v shonldered the duffer 6ut of.‘,-

" the talk.

# Yes, M:ss Redgrave’” R T ‘
“Well, all you and Betty have. to do isto run -
over on "the’ bikes. to Sawnton House, and do as
much as -you 'can towards. arrvanging things.

You'll see the Fourth Form quarters marked out .

in’ chalk -upon -the doors, Keep your eyes abou ’
you, .and. we others will be along’ presently

© A% nearly eveiy scholar had brought a blc\*cle ;

_back with her to-day, and the cycle sheds were . .
" barred against them, the effcct on that lawn was -
: pretty remmkable

Beity and Polly, in fnct. lost mere tlme thun. '

they could well spare extncatmg their own par-
. ticwlar machines,
rldmg away with t'he em'lous eries,
" goming after them,

At last, however, they went - '

*“Three. miles, .isn’t. 1t?"‘
they podalled down' the driw
““Put sudh, miles 1" laughed Botty.

Poll ly excltumed a.s:

and. ride- warily . wit her chum, for a brg‘ car.
‘was suddenly coming up the drive. = -

-At first, the two gixls’ 1ma.gmed ‘that’ ‘this must, :
be some sumptuaus car helonging to a ‘Morcove -

“girPs-extremely wealthy parvents, hrmgmg her to . 1. -
" school all the way by road: Then- as the open -

- ‘motor drew nearer, they saw that it - held no-c
; schoolgtrl passenger ‘ ;

“and’ gentlema,n were Ioungmg‘
of the car, and 'a very smart
The atter “was: sallow-"
as d;d his

‘Instead. s lad

. faced .and: ooke 1lke e Eore!gner
anster and

Tess
stg,nﬁy, Betty and Poﬁy were remmded of tbe .

A tWO gmls -who - had bcen 50 dehberate]y msb[ent o

: Weal, as sgon’as I get my’ "~ .~

“Tn. the. Army, you wonld - be what they call, B
. -’nhe ad\ranee party,” the youthful mistress iested.

f.‘helr chums o

"‘You re-
“meriber ‘the road dou't you, dea.r—thg hlllaf TIs
will take us—"" e
', The I‘orm“capf:-am !la.é to break off the ta,ik ;



NOTUP TO EXPECTATIONS!

* Howwows |- Is this to be our bed-room,
geals? "' .ggeped Paula. " *‘1t iIs marked * Fourth
- Form. Dormiwry on_the door,” replied Betty.
C = Pen’t: you dike it 2" * l—ar-—weally, no
1 can't say'that 1 do! Not pweolsely,” wnfmmi
R Paula dismally.

31191; now.

They, too had had this sallow com-
plexion. -

*Were these their parents?

Closely- the Study 12 couple studied the man

The same
the same excessive hand-
These, then, mus‘!‘. be

and woman _ as the car flashed past.

. overbearing manner ;

someness as .the glrls
e nrents"

And what "do they want, I wonder, at' a tuna
like this!” was Polly’s resentful exclamation.
“0h, Beti;y, are they the cause of the who’fe
upset

“THere is. no fnrgettmg how: those two girls
* seemed to be gloating over the fix the whole school
is in,” Betty muttered dlsgustedly. “It's @ queer
. business, ‘Polly darling1” )
%A complefe mystery 17
But now they rode ouf on to-the road and they

were. all for saving their breath for as fast ride .

as it would be safe to undertake.
The way to Barncombe lay to the ieft and it
was to the right ‘that Betty and Polly had to
eycle, to make for Sawnton- House. Tt meant
" ‘following a road. that was littlo used, and ome
that was all the rougher for being so hilly,

Desperately the two girls had to pedal away
over the loose surface, now wobbling slowly up-
hill, and now proceeding very. warily down a stecp
descent, Here and there the road was badly cut
up by floods of water that had come down dzmng
summer storms, -

A lovelier ride, from the point of view of

. scenery, however, no one could have desired.

‘From the tops of the hills they had glimpses of

*_the sea. Then, when they wero riding along some
hollow, the rolling bills lay all aroum;T the steep
sides all under cultivation, . . "'
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‘ wondered.

" Betty.

' Ewy Tuesday

a very battered old s:gnpost showe& thent
the haif obl:terated words ‘

# To Sawnton Hcuse,”

And the tumbledown state of that s;gnpost seemed
to ‘witness- to the -tumbledown state the house
1tself would be found tu be in, when’ they came -

A “full halfhour of awk\\ ard r}dmg it cost tha
pair, to come within sight of the lonely mansion
At the frst glimpse they bothi let ‘out sharp
laughs. It was so strange.to 'sée a house of that
size and character, with no spacious grounds
around it. There were cultivated ficlds now,

‘where once a large prwate park gave dlgmty to

Sawnton House,
- “And I was only saying, in the tram some

-good hockey this term 1" Poily cried out, with one

of her grimaces. *“Why, there wen’t be room o

© play even a game of rounders!”

“Are we the first girls to get here?” Betty
o Kﬂw jolly, if we are!™

No Boaﬁng Beity and Co..
ISMOUNTING from thelr machines, the two
chums walked straight in at the open front
door, and instantly cameé upon some of ‘the

" Morcove sta.ff fairly up to their eves in work.

“Hallo, Helen ! they greeted a parlourmaid
of whom they were, pamcularly fond. “Any .
other girls here yet?™ .

“1 ¢ mk ¥ heard two or three come in and go
upstairs,” Helen answered. . “Isn't this a pickle—
stm]h an upset for Miss ‘Somerfield and all you
girls I”?

“But wo are gomg to stwk it, Helen 1? sn:uled

“Oh,. yes, miss. As soon as I hea,rd about it all,
T said I did hope there’d be no letting them sce
wé were going to sit down and howl so to spea.k »

“Let who see, Helen?" asked Polly,

“Those horrid foreign people—from South
America!"” Helen said scornfully. *“You should
have been at the scheol, as I was, young ladies,
when they came again and agam during your
holidays, to make. such scenes,

“There are two girls— ‘

“A pair of impudent minxes, I call thém 1%
Holen excloimed again, witheringly, *Freating
me as if I iwere dirt Benea;th their feed, 1 ne&rly
boxed their ears!™

“Bravo, Helen,” laughed Polly. “I say, if
we have & chance presently, we must turn to and .
help you, down here. But, first of all

“QOh yes, I'm sure yon "have encm%rh to do to
lock after yourselves,” Helen ¢uickly - assenteﬁ )
and bustled awa; :

Then Betiy ang Polly stood and Iooked around
and- up the dmgy stairca,sc ; :

“Um!” said P

** Not, exact]y chee:fui " grmned Bet.t‘.y
[ Stl]l |,

-And up the stairs they went, in quest of tha.t
part of the rambling old house where they would

hnd the doms chalked :
“Fourth Form 2

They found the first door bearmg that -inscrip-

tion in_what secemed to ho a separate wing of the
house, lving to the west..
Just there Beity suddenly stopped, exclainiing:
“Hullo! We are not going to have this!” . °
She pointed to another door-—oppos:te the one
they had seen chalked “Fourth:Form:” T}ns one



Topence - -

ously. an_alteration. - A “whitish snicar on . the

“dark: paint told how somé previoua inscription in’

chalk-had been ‘wiped out.

. :“That room is meant to be’ o;feluéf ou_i-s.fj Betty.
-said unhésitatingly, - Don’t your'sée,” Polly dear? .

. We have evidentiy had the whole passage set apart

- for ug—" - - e
#And some Fifth Form girls have had the cheelc
to try and bag one'of our rooms |’ Not likely,”

«Polly seid, promptly stepping to the door to rub. -

_out the changed inseription. ““Let them jolly well
“keep to their own guarters!” .
- Betty laughed, . -

“T wonder ; ‘did Miss Redgrave,guess. that that

sort of thing might be tried, and was that w

Y.
she sent us along, in advance? To see that—""-
Sharply breaking off, Betty gave heed to steps’
and voices that were soundin . from  close at
orgovians saun- |
chatting together. .’
they came out with

med up.” Looking * b

"hand. Next momens, two other.
.tered round from the landing,
- " A¥ sight’ of Betty and Polly

a vefy sweebz- ...~ . -
: f;-‘._f'Hallii;l So.you two have tu

. for the Fourth Form: quarfers, are you?™. - -

“stifily, -

-7 falsely’ sweet.. Thy 0.
" ‘been long at Motcove, but had |

‘Auna_Silke, the. sther, ‘Millicent: Ashwell -
' :Sii];e granted, waving a hand towards the ‘cofri-
dor. “Don’t go in thi

" “Are you sure?” asked Betty:: .
=Oh, positivel” . -

Because we are not,” _sp:id the_Fourth Fbrm

“captain;.

“We. 816 “suive, in fact, that that room’
ﬁ.‘"’%?ﬁft apart for the Fourth!” ...~ - .7~ "

. “Aid “we mean to have it
COQ]ly. Sl e - T P S

-~ Then the two Fifth Form girls looked nasty,

- “Don’t be silly, you kids. " Run away!”
- 'Ok mo,” 'said Betty stoutly.
-+ ik, - “Polly, ‘we'll -go in here——" e

< “You won't!” declared Anna Silke, tiking a
step t0" bar the way.  “We've seen the Fifth
Form' rooms; they are not cnough, without this
ong. JSo—"" ) )
- “That room
Betty. <. ;

* You'll only have to give it u
Wil we ! that gi
denly turned -the key and pocketed it, * PFirst
come, first'gerved!” © . - 7. . - 7 - T

goes to the Fourth” insisted

' 'Thereupon she and Millie Ashwell strolled off = -

- . by the way ‘they had come, giving amused siniles
ab the petty triumph. T PR et
" As for Betty. and

. very near to “going for " the Fifth-Formers, in
: s;ii:te of the superior age and, possibly, strength
- of those two girls, It had been doin the digni-
fied thing to avoid an unseemly scuﬁe, but this
Was a wound to the Study 12 couple's pride, all
-the same,
Vt!' Then suddenly Poliy hadl.one .of her inspira-
ions, - :

“Of course, it will be all right- when reinforee- -
up,” she grinned. ' “Meantime—here

ments corne

goes |” :

-~ Bo saying,

that was lyin,

stantly wriggli
Polly achiev

she snatched up an old bent nail
it into_the lock of the door.
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“ held the words . “Fifth Form,” but this was obvi- -

“We've found: them,” Betty., sai ,"somewh;it'

. was Antia’s snddenexas
Yes; some-of .thése fooms. are vours;” Apna’-
go in this room; it’s one of ours.” .
olly rejoited ..

L VNot a bit of

“And-so don’t be u_nf_o.i‘!f,”' Anna’ Silke,
girl Javghed, wﬁij_st she sud-

.upen the passage:floor, and was in- ,'

her objective with a® degree of

‘225

success that left her and Betty chuckling. The
-bail was snugly in the lock, and would take a lot
. of getting” out,” Until it did ‘come out, no key -
“could ‘go in to unlock the door! . N
- After that, they inspécted thé ofher rooms i
the passage, guessing -that these ‘were intended
to be used as studies.- There were only three, so
even if ohly half the Form came along, it was
going to be a crush, - s Pl p O
. . Then they went off to seek the sleeping quarters,
Hardly had they departed than the two other -
‘ﬁirls' cime mincing back, Anna Silke,drew the .
‘key from khér _froci pocket and started to fit it

“in the lock. ' : 5
. Dash ! Bother it, what’s happened here,
Millie? Tt won't go'inl” =~ . . - 0 _'
C ¥Won't go in?? . + ww ey emom
.. “No!” fumed Anna, losing patience still more
~and making a great ratiling and scratohing. *
did- wan to-bag this room for out two selves, |
_before the erowd turns up. -~ Possession is nine -
points of the law at a “time like ‘this.” . & 5
“1t would heve been fun.. We would  have

D life

U9l but this. lock-

; LRt b et i e e ot SRheb ratile: shesoh ]
. Thése” two. Fifth Form ‘girls "were only being
Théy. were. a.couple who had nof
I 1 rained ‘s préat’ -
! ascendericy. over” their: ,Fb’rrh-'rim%es."‘““()ﬁ’e ras

“The stupid thing—m" - -

Rattle, scratch, rattle! =~ | 0 s
“ Ok, “bother ,x"ff,"jtbgrﬁ’s & nail’ or some
2'5 1 aspérating discavery,
put’ an'eye ¥ the keyhole.” “I can see if 1. ¢

Polly, it would be dle to ~ =~ "}
deny that they felt humiliated. They had -come .

THE HEADMISTRESS’S SECRET! -
"My dear giris, 1 do' not wonder that you
are. curious. But to tell you what is behind
all this would be to tell you the story of my

‘life, of years long gone by, and.of things—— -
No, 1 cannot speak of them. ‘They pain me

. ioo’ déeply.”" he headmistress gave a sigh of*
. distress, and turned away. '

cen neat’ eénough to the Fourth to lead them a . ° .

thing 1" . .
as she - -
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_“Clan ‘you get it ‘out, Annal”
N ethar 3N Those

fll’lﬂ—'hll'k b M
And what the dlsgmnl;la pair heard, as they
Jlistened, was a.peal of mocking laughter fmm the
coup!e who hatlpe “bested Ifhem affer alll"

- Pauls Finds it ‘*Twylnq." o

[ ALF ‘an Hour later, Beity and Polly made
their - way -down through the makeshift

s schoolhouse at whirlwind speed..

.-, From one of the
B Car commg up the rumous drive, packed with
'chums of theirs, -

In boisterous fashion the two Fourth- Formers
scampercd out by the fronk door; dodgi past
men who were ta.kmg bits. of furniture off lorries
_and earrying them indoors; -
wis now going on st top speed,
" “Coo-ce, Betty
greeting from the newly-arnved girls:
what do,_you think of it?"

-} *Yes, bai Jove, pway welieve « our anxtety, _Betty
&e&r—l’blly . Paula. exclainted anxiously. -“We

“Well,

Thave awwived, don’t you know, Aftera -mde that -

I ean only desewibe -as extwemely twying.”

.. “It is such & seream!” san
the car had even stopped. *

n pla.ce :
*Ah, dear, that sounds pwonnsmg"" slgi‘ned
.Poula.  “Naomer darling, pway .Wwemove your-

" self fwom my . lap tha.t I nmy get down. Betty
“deah, any. u;abs?
-“Rats?  None as yels »

"weoted objection $o -wodents, ef
wabbits, yes, wather I . -

.. “Come ‘ot of - that,
Z.Psclly, fauly pulls the duffer f§

“Don’t be a, misery, Pavlal”. : -

= “M:sawy? Wholsa msew:y? Bai Jave, though

" this. is a plate, geals!’

M Come and ses I Batt§ pnd Polly bei;'h en-
treated all .fheir chums: t's thiilling1”.

. . They ‘rushed. indoors; Polly losing ng- t:me Jn
: mentammg the dispubed room -upstaits. - The-in-

any sOrf;

upper windows they had séen

he rush removal.

out Polly, before
ou never saw sueh .

““Wice, perhaps! Vou khov.v geals, I ha.va a
Even:,

“and aheer up,” lm;ghed .
rom . tha G, .
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Ewy Tuesaray

. “They are on the same ﬂoor.u this. Hem m"

- ave, just round

the corner.” :
Thus, in another moment, they were ouf.s:die ﬂle

locked door of the dlspubed roem, "~ d
Paﬂy suggested demurely:

Ma&e a mce substrtute for deat o]d Studx‘

“Tf wmld" ‘agreed Betty. “Just my 1deal
Bo, supposing we. take it over at once, ch?” ..
'That,” said- Polly, “would_be splenrl:d n -
“Ooo, yes, queek, queek! Ze door
“Now then, don’t hang aréund our study,”.'

-'suddenly interrupted the- lofty - voice of Anna l

Silke, as she abruptly appeafgd upen the scene,

- with ie Ashwell, . “We you before——"
“Your study, indeed 1”
(L] Yes Oursl”

Polly!” went up the cry of .-

-Fifth Form .girls in a qute. affecti

The chums. assumed very good-humoured ‘smiles,
At the same time, they gatheréd round the two
ionate manmer.

.In fact, Betty suddenly embraced Anna, as it

@

‘were—held

~Polly- just as suddenly hugged Milig - -~

. sang ou—t after tbe crest,fallen couple
“ours?”

" dignation -of, Paula, Madge heaa, H en. and
: hey -

Nmm‘lier was greatr whilsh
; ”had been’

alkien 1o keap ont thase

her hig:h spanﬁed
X Ah, dear; ' have 3 pwesenﬁment tha.t t’ms is
. going $o. vaeebpxta.be a mervous. lown, . yes,
wather. ~ Gwaetons, what a gloomy house. Tl
not be able to see myself in a glass anywhere!”

Half a minute later, the same.elegant youn
lady was fairly gasping with dismay, as she stoo

- with the others ‘looking . into one of the upper

rooms,

“Howwows i Thls to be our bed-whom, geals L

“It is ma "¢ Fourth Form D
the door,” said Betty.

ormitory ’
“'Don’t you like it?”

on

- “I—ez-—w.eallv, no, I can’t say that T do.’ Nét.

_pwecisely,” confessed Pa.u}a dmma.ll
“Oh, n:usery——”
" “Whos ‘a- migewy . pmmpﬁy pmtested the
* doleful one. “I am sure I.am beawing ‘up
bwavely, yes, . wather! Congidewing the - gweat
stwain; thes—the effowt one’s bwain is making, to
the howwible sitmation—-"".

ome and see the studleg,’* Polly urged gaily,

E'W

eartily. approved -

ﬁm bamster'mi! as sha iallnwed
aloft. -

. Oriental fashion at Rawnton House.

‘no easy task; but-at last the chums managed

“all “your . irunks-

That Aona and Millie _ resented this. Wiberty,
there is fié-needito gay. - ¥

lTessl was helpmg Pouy to keep Mﬁhe qwte halp- )

“Now the key,” Beity said calmly,

A hand of hers went into Anna’s frgok pocke!;

and promptly drew out the key, -

Whereupon, Anna-and Millie were more ot less o

entiy eseorted to the stairs, and: hel;med upon

’theu way with.‘a- good push a.pmce' :

" “Ha, ha, ha!? s
“Now, thse is -that stuéy, you two'?” Pol!y‘

Gettmg the mul Knocked ‘out of the ]neybofﬂ ws;s
it,

thanks to a gimlet borrowed: -from one .of
removal-men.

smged the chums of Stu&y 12,' ‘with thormus

lan \
B gBut wo shali have trouble wﬂ:h Anna it that .
_ ‘other  girl,” predicted Po]ly ,ga.:ly.

have | 0!1153 to
?; 1

1!: seems to me.
. “Oh, you. mxsery—
“Not ab all, Polly deah, OnIy, w.'herea all
the furniture?
* Coming, duffer,” laughed Polly

Panlfa, /Twoubls all wound,
his; 8 stuay’ My gwacmm'

“ Along with -
and porimanteaus.  Meantimo,

Iogk at Naomer, the darling, how content she

is?

Naomer, in fact, had promptl;r sa.t. down upon
the floor, as. if prepared to live in gquite the
Squattin,
there, with her feet tucked under her, she looked -
such an adorable httle imp ‘that" Pau’la suddenly
beamed with delight,
- “Haw, haw, haw! &Il wight n‘eals, cai;ch 188 | .
.gvumbling, after_ this!..

.. Two or thres men who had laboured up 1o this’

foor with some of the things now- came, in -for a

pleasant surprisé. They found that in these nice, '
;mnrtly—dresaed schooigirls they .had very. willing
elpers.
-As fast as the light pieces of furniture were got
to thst landmg, Betty & Co, took them in ha.ﬁd

her tightly with- both arms——‘whllst‘ i

TIn vain, however, they - . -
" indignantly tried 10 fres themselves, " In a flagh,:
.Madge. was helping Betty to hold Asina, whils. -

~“Yours on-. i

The recaptured key was inserted,
.the. door’ was fling ‘wide, and. into #he bare room

“They alweys =
; and_take rises out of us.” -

5 Bai "Iove .and. here 8. -
some:-furnibute being %wnght in alweady!” -
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- and in the midst of this laudable activity Miss °

Redgrave found the girls, by-and-by.

. That young lady had.only one remark to make A
when she saw seven names chalked. under one’
The room was, she.

another on a dertain door.
. said, the very one that she I:ad wyished the chums
‘of S'tudy 12 to have!

Nothing, of course, was said about tha.t attempt
“to- “bag ” the room by Anna and: Millie. Now
* that Betty & .Co. were installeds . they ~could

reckon to defend their own, \ut.hout troublmg'-

M:ss Redgrave to uphold their Yights. .
It was- fairly ceértain, however, thaé the loss

oi the room was going to be a sore point:with -
. the, Tifth Form,. and some lively 'doings were .

anticipated .on tha.t account. . -
" Dask was deepening into night before’ the Tast
- lorry-load of furniture had been rushed into Sawn:
ton. House. . For the time being, candles wére the
» only illuminant, and they glimmered feebly eve;
where=in the. half-arranged: rooms: where girls

- were bustling about; on. the landmgs and.,ine -
-awkward passages,. where gir]s were ﬂxttmg to.

" and fro, all. hurry-scurry. ..

. Candies, oo, Jquaintly .. lig- P the’ mnkeshlft._‘-
-when at last_the scholars who had

-dining-hall,
been turned out of Morcove were called down to

su
East thmg of all candles were: in the wariiok”

‘bed-rooms that had ‘hecome . * dormis,” for the gitls

to wndiess by. And what, with the ‘poor lighting, .’
and - .the- general ‘mix-ip. it"was, .as: regards per-

sonal helongmgs never was there & thore lsmgh
able experience than these girls had to-might

By that time, too, some of the candles had bumt .

down to the .sockets of their holders, so . that it
became. a. race to get undressed and into bed
_..before the last candle should expire! -~

This was ‘especially the case in that bed- room‘ .

" which tvas accommodating the Study. 12 coterie,
"One candle had guttered out as soon as they’got

to thq “reom, ; leaving only ong other- to glve a .

v precavious sort-of flare.” ..
“Ah -dear,” : sighed: Paiila, a3 she  flus redly
‘rummaged Ehroug‘h a portms.ntoau for sonie'n

clothes.. “Mopst distwessing, Haow is a meal to:

- get a wink of sleep, unless— Hea,lp‘ Where's -

.the candle!” " :

<. %Dut,” came Po!lys chuckling answer in fhe ‘
dark. “H Ha, ha. ha!l Get into bed, duffer—""

“But—-! Wheah am” I, healp 1” howied :

Paula, sl:nmblmg about in the sudden darkness,

“Howwows, this i3 Worse than campmg out I'm "

net undnessad yet.” -

“We are. . And.in bed too, 1sn’1s it. fortunate?”
“8harr, g6 away! ’I'hls isn't ‘your-

. teased. Pol]v
bed, Paula!” ..
"+ ®1 don't know & mwnp ‘where I am,’
the long . suffering -one. .
thah .

those - cwuel wetches tgr:. turmng us- out

.of Morcove!” . ..

There were someh 8!3@&2}‘: “Heil; %em’:s ” to-_
that, spoken- into the darkness aula: con:
pole ,been ‘forced to have amongst them anyone they

fusedly divested herself of hér day attire, and

dragged . from a portmantean what she folt must .

be a nightdress, the others tatked,. as they lay

in bed, of the day’s strange happemngs, and the

mvstery in it all.

- Then, when Paula_had sighingly .got between
the shieats, . the door “opened and

came, carrving 4 lighted eandle. -
“Everythmg all right, gu‘]s”’
«@plendid, thanks!™ was the blithe respome

from -all save Paula, who only gloancd

such fup, Miss, Redgmve 1 g
Agaln Paula gtoa.ued

~ R e H o um
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o« There, I: will ledve-

them “to lie .awake. for, a. lon
debating .in mystlﬁed tones—--wi M
hail they found Morcove- School nnab]a to hmtqe 7y

= pla.ce sxmply
f tho

House.

".that some nucieus of the %mé‘us

ght-

wmlecf 5
“Dweadful,- dWea.dful’ + . been.
ians

Miss Redgrave :

“Tt s

- AN
#Funl- Aml nowf_—-*heaip‘ What the goodness? i

: My gwacious-=—"

" “Paula? Miss Redgrave said; adv ancin - to
shiine the light upon that ‘hapless. soholar, hat-
ever are you wearing for a_night-dress " - s

Then all the other girls saw, and they sunp!v .
shrieked with - 1aughter :

Paula;. whilst in the dark, had scmmbled ml;o }
éne of her-best party_ irocks‘ ; )

“You' ridiculous girl,” langhed - M‘ISS Reclgmve. ‘
rou this candle;, ‘whilst you .-
put on & proper nightdress, Paula, Anythmg elsst e
you irls want, before T say good:night?”
‘es,: picn.se I* spoke up Poiiy daringly. - & W‘e -
'g.ant--we want .to know, plem, just why we hsm "
been turned .out of Morcove !” :

s 4 Ah, it wilt -be. for Miss Somerfield. to tell you .
_ that,” was Miss R?dgraves answer, given ‘with

& serious lock and a sad shake of  the -head.
Y (iood-night, girls!" It has been splendid of you
$o take it all wxbh such COULREE; aod-mght"’ :
"And. she was gone, leavmg’ Betty and all .
f:a “after thai‘ :
‘and’ again why_.

them. any mone?
st-laking Down

‘ABOUT ﬁftsr girls answered roll- ca,ll u,i'. Su»- L

ton_Hoitsé next morning,

There- would .have 'been. 1t

1d ngt ‘hold more ‘ '
rs who had been pao‘kecl off back

those.
then' homes.. .
the . n xi ht at’ hoste!s in Barncombe, nearly “all .
would have been’ onl‘yr too glad to be at Sawnton

- In other words, those whe, hke Betty & Co,,
ha.d been transferred to the makeshift school, so- .
Morcove m!ght
till be ‘kept Roing, were the'e ied : '

Classes that fitsé morning were not to "be beld, -

There was far. too much a¥ranging still:to be done.

o ganie. time, it was  marvellous how
quickly. some sort of order had been made out of

yesterday’s chaos. Even. fastndlous Pau!a allowed..

that the breakfast was' *
ves, wather!” And whate
their .comfort’ Wes nOw . oommg Earw’ard m excei-
lent style, . o
But—ihis barracky ol eoun x"y niansion - for: a"
schoothouse, “after . Mo G - gbe -
things over which the glr ;
. An’ old drawing-room
housekceper's. parlou p
“roonis; mo’ playmg-ﬁeld of iy sqrt, no: gym. 1’
As for ‘the’ stiidies, these. wete nothmg to m't'ke
= long’ face ‘about ;- fine kiry rooms, that’ ‘had once .
T t-ch&mbers on | the “fitst” floor of the -
Onl fuct- that Betty was one of -
soven_ gitls.in :her “study will télI how pa.cke(i oub

od ‘a3 evah, -

they- all ware in: general.’

One great blessing was that the cbums had figt

did not like: Supposmg they -had had to haw
Cora Grandways in with them! -

Tor Cora was here—worse lut}k ‘She had not l

‘been Wanted to_join"the Sawnton House party

of Morcovians. --Miss grave, indeed, would
‘have ordered Cora to retirn home, onlv that
would have meant sending Cora’s sister ‘Tudith
home also.. So Cora, the scapegrace -had- come -

" into Sawnton House under the wing of that sister

who was so liked by all,
Tt was gotting on for mlrlda.v before the
saw anythmg of- sts Somerfield. They fourid her

esterdzry or accommedated for. | -

r‘.i;hé giils-needed for . iy

1rls.- :
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suddenly in their mids as- they were oommg ouﬁ

_of a downstairs room that was to.be used as ithe.

Yourth ¥orm class-room. She seemed o be almost
dazed. after all the worry and upset of yesterday.

Looking at her; the chums thought her hall! had

whitened -a little-in the last few weeks:

; “ Wel]i girle|” she smiled -upon them at last—
. 80 tard and therefore so differently from the
.old days: - “I hear hothing but good- aecounts of
‘the way you ate all sticking:it."

| shoulcl _hope:'you de, Miss Somerﬁeld s was :

Bett s feehr:ﬁ rejoinder. . * We would be a nice
]]';t 1f we €O
this.”

“Yes, wather " Paila  chimed i, ,beammg.

“Bat- Jove, it would be- ‘downwight d:agwmeful'

to gwumble! - Catch me gwnmblmg, anyhow !”
“But, Mlss -Somerfiel came -very wistfully

from Medge, ‘are we never to.be told why things

ate-in this strange state? It isn’t that we ‘aren't

content to° struggle -6n, only’ thn.t we feel go—

so sorry for, you.
“Ves, Miss Bomexﬁeldl” Helén spoke with equial
carnestness. .“If we could .only

cheer you u
, secution.

.. “Ah, my:déar. girls, T

are curious.-

ere ..are pep le. who—"

years long gone by, and of things—— "No, I can-

. ‘not_speak of them., They pain me too deeply!”

- Civing a deep sigh after those di stresaed words,
the headmtstresa walked. awdy with a slow st.ep
and bent héad.. And the chu::ns as they " gazed

~after her, felt theu: hearts gomg- out to her mdre

‘than ever, .

Strangé—ah;: how strang'e it was, “thak Morcove’.h.
.

trovbles to—day were the sequel:-to’ hap) g
_long ago; events in the very youth ‘of this fiow

grey-h nned hea.dmnstress whom they all lcwed 80

greatly}l’
How had suﬂh a thmg become posmble?
Above all,’ who were those who séemed to have

9‘

and to keep on’ striking,. whilst none could stay

the ‘oriel blows: The governors of the scbool them- :

selvqs——nelplessl
: The  chumg weiit up -
: “St.udy 12’s substitute: n this great barrack of a

house.” There was still-plenty to he done.. When : .'
Ives it

seven girls have to accommodate.
one room, however large -and airy that rooni ey
be, it takes some skilful arranging.

Nevert.heiess the room was already begnmm g
As Paunls”

= wear a mice - comfortable look.
: ﬂ:;:iped back into the ome easy.chair which the
o

y.could "hoast, she beamed with' aontentment.'

riumbling now nol
o shali have io tmubie ;;ou t6 shift from thai;
demurely, Just

":_Hal!o 'whgs tapping ‘to come in¥
g “Come in]” several-of them .sang out ga.:ly

never expecting’ to got the” surpnse that was in

store,

For, -as the study ﬁnor Joper}e& 'who ahauld ad-
vance into-
two forelgn looking gLrls of yester&ayi

.Revenge the Ruafm

ETTY' ahd ‘her chums stood agape- mth'

. amagement, not unmixed with resentment.
- After yosterday’s. experience ‘with . these

‘ ‘two' irls they -wanted nothing to do with them,

“for What motl\’e. thev ang’r:ly wondere&

dnt stand by you st a time like

know, so that per-.
.. haps we o.ould say something: that would—would
I It seems to be & case of (':ruel per- .

o not’ vmnder It,hat you. - -
But to tell you what is béhindall -
this would e to tell you the story of my lifé, of

~- aristooratic gifl.

"“How_can you preteid

it in their power to strike at Miss Somerfield, .
“calm and, dignified way,

:to the room that: was_ :

.
ng on a cﬁau‘ to, hang th:s plo--—

the foom with ‘mincing steps lmi t-he ¥

'oould the two girls wish to speak thix them?

Was it simply to take delight in mocking at-thém?
That seemed highly probable, judging from:the

foreign girlg emltaut expressmns even .as’ ’bhey s

entered the Toom. : :
Then the elder ong: 3poke, a,nd her tone was. a8
supemllmus as ﬁO"I.ld :
# Aw—good-morning
that was entirely di
were motorin thls way in
we would ook in.”
“We didn’t lmagme you Twére 1mr1{:ed her
Betty said coldly, “You are the daughters of the
—the persons-we saw in a. car at Morcove. 5011003 !

er:ent froin Paula’s.
frhe'car, and thought fae

2 yostelday?
" ““The:-. er.sons were Senor ‘Manuel i.upma
and his iad our mother,” the elder girl en] Be P

ened’ the
\&é"- heard the name ”

‘ “Vte]l it i§ oﬁc tha.i: ‘is weii known 111 Lon&on“
. Society,” the elder Lupia ‘ﬁsrl ‘drawled .on, whilst

she and her sister languidly seated. themgelves. -
“You.don’t see the Sociefy weeklies, or you would

have often seen vir portraits, We girls bad our - '
photographs in one Soc:etiy ]ouma‘i ;mly a’ week

ag0.”
“Very mtez estmg, 2 Betty said drﬂy
-};men’t ‘¢come here fo tell s bhat‘?
WAl
“You mitst be” the- younger one exclmmed,'

“But you. '

Cwith a smile’ that would ¥ave been very ‘pretty;
“only it was so full of ma.hce

4 You are:
«call it? Al upside down, is that 1!;7”
. “We shall manage—"

**Yes, wither!” ‘came !rom Pa.ula, empba.m
‘cally, and the two v131tors ave the elegant “oha -
a second serutiny. . Th ey
ticula¥ notiée of her

how o .

“ Bt yO!I Wﬂ] noﬁ like b “here” g)? 11’!81'111&{‘,0{1 thé
elder Lapina: girl, w1th . rather taunting’ smile.”

to, take pity_ on you, 50 t.hat is why e coms.

“1 would like to ask,”

‘are Mr, "and Mrs. -
Lupina going to take pity. on Miss. Somerﬁeld?”
" Just s01'" cried Polly fiercely. - *“For we girls:
know  this. much 64 ..pa.rents are. the
) n shame, a disgracg

‘ foi “both the"other gxr‘!s' )

I’ollv broke oﬁ' ﬂ:ere

. had looked simply dehgf;te& ut this indignant out- .

burst. Zilla Lupind” gave & sﬂvery iaﬁugh that.
made her ‘pretty. shoulders. shake.’ E
“8o,” smiled Jose Lupina, letting her love!y )
darl: eyes pass from one Morcovian to another;,
“you. do know as miich as tha, <o you !: Well, 7
is quite tight. In our country, when we' haté, ws
hate,” and enmity lists as:fong-as. fife. v And this
is goin,
our fa er, proimised himself. yéars ago!™.:
% A vow,” Zilla added, 'with a sudden: dn.r look.
“Tell them it was a vow ‘our father: made; Joge !V
“To strike at cur headmistress?” Betty ox- -
claimed —mdagnanﬂy L *Yhat & cad: he must be,‘ :
then' That 13.all we ean sayl” - -
“Flear; iear;” eried Polly, whilst the ot.hers g1l

'murmured to the'same éffect, causing both-foreign

girls to start up from’ theu- chan-s bndhng wzth ‘
1'1 er.
“You -speak like tha.% of Senor -
Lupina!” panted Jose, “Take. care—"
“We shan’t take the least. care aboul, what

Manuel :

_name we ﬁnci for him, so the. best thmg you. oan

she smd, w1th a dra.wl'.:-' :
‘ﬁ'we &

umis; with' 4 very- grand air, “You )

We are very . -

Iready taken pai: . -
m pbvrously a very ' -

tol My sister anid T-=-her .~
name is Zli]a., mine is Jose—we think we' oug;ht- '

spoke up "\ia.dge, in her .

to he the revengs which Benot Ifujama, s
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. “Oh, what" a 50

~. several of the ¢hums, ‘

Both™ girls re-seated themselvés, as’ i “confident
“there would be a parley, endmg in. & peraona!
i trlumph for themselves,

. with, all the ﬂllencv that “a.s ers.
77 anothe¥ headmistress to be put in——"

" with deadly calmness, .

Twopence

do is to go away,” Betty said flercely. “The
httlo vou have told us is qulte sufficient to show

face growing sharp with a look of passion, *““you

. may be very glad if we say one thing more before
“we

“ To leave you living Ilke a lot of—how you call
it? .Savages; yes!” Zilla laughed derisively.
gool—ha ha, ha! I would not be

found dead in such a’ plneel” :
Then Bcth’ with her chums’ looks urging’ her
to do so, went to the door and held it open, S

.“What 1more have you- to sav"” she panted,

“Because we wish to see. the back of you’ We

are not in the mood——".

. “Listen, then! -This is w bk e say,” Jose'
.~ Lupina exclmmed looking as if she expected to
achtem a ‘great tr:umph by what was commg.

1),
3 .,_-t) ) i

" go back to

.

"THE SCHOOLGIRLS' OWN 229

others echemg it to the full. “You don’t know
‘us girls; youw’ve no idea what we dre like in this

. .country, or you would never dare to—to—— Oh,
“Yet, “alb . Joso Lupina stmck in, her lovely : ) ‘

enough has been said—"
“Yes, wather! It weally js—a? ‘
“Abominable of you fo come here \nth a hint
like that!” Betty. rushed on, again throwing the

_door wide open.  “A ‘hint that your horrid father .
put you up to rmkmg, we supposel’ :

“That is so——"

“Then- you can. jolly well clear. out of here—
your father, and tell him what we E
called him!” panted Betty. " “A-cad!”
- “A cad,

"bundle them out of ‘the - room. “Aud you are as .
bad, so clear out——" :

"QueeL——queel\ yes, you hnd better'” wag

. \Taomers own pa%smmte ery, vh:lst she stampea

N P ——"

" . Y il sily. &
UWM- T0 T“Elﬂ “iSTBESS § it skt oo Lisind 00 it elm by, el | . .

m istreas.

. “ You glrls can perhaps end ¢his’ ver’ easaly—the
..misery  for yoursches and the. misery for }our
. headimistress,”

“End it? Ho\\ ™ )

“Just tell us, anyhow "

“You have onl to do this,” Jose Lupina_ said,

"¢ Another headm:stress"’. echoed the chums.in

_one breath. * You—oh, the cheek of }ou’ Miss

Somerfield to leave? 'The. ldea m

“Yes, she must leave,” -Jose Luplna nodded
_“Senor Manuel Lupina—,
he has waited long for his, revenge, and he is get-
ting it now.
on our side! But he will be content if—if the

headmistress of Motcove School is driven away, -

and——"’

“Dugxaceful " was Bettys mfumatcd cry, the

came mcredulnusiy from -
< . refuse 2".

“Ask for :

The very laws of your country are

You have only to ask for another headmisiress to be put ‘in chn e of Morcove School.”
Belty wulkid to’ the door, and held it open, "+ Gat but'" she said.

and glared ab, t:he Lupmn gn-ls' "’Ah bah, 'f :
de-test .you!”, :
“So?” retumed :Jose, Lupma, getlung up to'

deaw hmself very elecb “0!1 vely weﬂ' You -

“We- do"’ S
*They- .refuse, Z)lla," the elder smd tpmmg to
heir- sister with. a smile that showed .two Tows of:

R lmcly teeth, " But only for- the present, - parhaps

W

“Nev er"‘ the chums cmed )
“And to talk about it with other guls~—-—-

“We wouldn't dream of doing any such thmg!"‘
Beti:y assured - the "couple scornfully. . “S8¢. jus

© go, bath of ycm and never show your fa.ces hera
. again!”

“One thing is certain then . Jose said, ghdmg
away to the .door with her sister. “You stupid .
lot of English girls wxll never show your-faces
at Morcove -School again, You could be out bf -
“this in no time; the old school and all the piaying-

83!” ‘the chums all voiced together.'v‘-
- looking -ready “to - 'rush- at- the foreign girls and

lear out'atonce ! L S



230

fields given 'back to you, everythmg just as it
used to be! But so long as Mlss Somerfield s
your -headmistress—no!”

And Zilla echoed “No!” w1th the same
passionate look of maltce as she stepped n.fter her
‘sister. o

said to be bmafshlesaly beautxful “from head ta
heel so exquisitely dainty.

They were like the flowers or hutterﬁles of their
own foreign country for exotic loveliness. And

yet—there was something so hoxious about them,-

the chums felt, even as gorgeous flowers from the
tropics may. prove so deadly to those who handle
them amiss! .

But whether . Betty & Co. had hand]ed Elee
2

pair ‘amiss, ‘they were not going to -care.
them and their father and mother do their worst}
‘That had been the. on]y way to deal with them.
Flatly refuse such terms! :

“Yes,- wather!” breathed Paula, ending the
dramatic silence which -had followed the eoupies
emt from the room. *The idea, bai Jove!” .

Madge cmssed to the window to open it mder
“That perEume ti:ey fancy—-ennt say I liked

it, girls, d
“A precmus pmr, and no mxstake Po[ly said

. disgustedly..” “Coming here to hint that if we
like. to agitate for Miss Somexﬁeld’s removal—
the sack ier her—-—- :

. THE SCHOOLGIRLS’ OWN

~ ful gesture.

“They passed out, a pair of. girls who m:ght. be

Every Tuesday

“The sack, for Miss Somerfield! Qur own head~
mistress all these years—"

“Ah, bah!” exclaimed Naomer, with a scorn-
"Leh us not zink about it any more, ;
nol”

“We will t!y not "to,” Betty said, slghmg'
“But as for forgetiing those girls and ‘their
amazing insolence—that we never shall do, T'm
sure, even if we never sco them again!” :

And they were to-see them - agmn—ah how
often in the days that lay .ahead? - ‘

Days of storm and stress for the chums of
Study. 12, whilst the spirvited struggle still went
on, the gu]s rallying - round their leadmistress
with a greater love -and - devotion than ever,
beeause -evén the law. itself could not end this
wicked campalgn of revenge!

(LND - OF THIS WEEE'S smm)

What is behind all this cruel “persecution of
Miss Somerfield, and why are the Lupinas 50 full

" of .hatred towards her?" That is° ‘a poser wh:ch,

Betty & Co. must face. Tell your chums ahout
this splendid -ngw' series’ of Morcove School jla.les,
the next of “which is entitled: * The Makes
shift School.” Make .sure of it',t{y
erdering ywr own eapy i advance.

reading
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