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patriotism was not then regarded as something gqueer, and dishonesty as some

I don't think a re-issued Magnet or Gem would succeed, for so many young peopils

bother to read, For those who can and will read there are plenty of good ehesn

of a rather higher standard in some ways than the pre~war weekly, There is more 2

about for books, if people want to read, )
We just can't explain why the Hamilton stories attracted us, I think that &n &

own sphere, like B,P, with the sccuts, Charles Hamilton £illed a need, 8

GEORCE SELLARS. The answer to the question is a simple ones Charles Hamiiton is the N
best of all school story writers, and that ig why we loved his charming tales so much, E
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THE VICTORIA PALACE PARTY .

The London Club has arranged to form a party to visit the A
Victoria Palace, London, on Saturday afternoon, January 7th. A large 3
block of seats is being held for our use in the best part of the
theatre., The show -~ BILLY BUNTER!S SWISS ROLL,

We hope that our party will be even larger than it was last year,
and we ask all readers, from anywhere and everywhere, to come along
and join in the fun. Seats are 12/64 each, and we understand that .
booking is brisk at the Victoria Palace, Come along, and bring mums
and dads, aunts and uncles, the people next door, and uncle Tom
Cobley and all - and the more youngsters you can bring, the merrier,

Places in the party can be booked through the Editor of this
megazine, ILet's make it a real meeting of 014 Boys and Girls,

If any reader can display advantageously a double~crown bill or
a card, advertising BILLY BUNIER'S SWISS ROLL, just let us know what
you can use, and we will send it along while stocks of publicity
material last,
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S.0.Ls for sale, GCreyfriars Nose 143, 159, 161, 163, 173, 191, 203, 209, 211, 221, 225,
231, 259, 2l , 2I3, 245, 253, 255, 263, 265, 267, 277, 283, 289, 292, 301, 30L, 307,
310, 313, 516, (319, 322, 325, 328) (331, 33k, 337, 340), (3U3, 3L6, 319, 352), €355,
358, 362, 36L, 367, 370)s 3134 3765 3195 382, 368, 391, 39, 397 40O, 403, LOL, LO6,
507, 409, 410, Note: Numbers bracketed together are bound together,

St, Jints Nos, 66, 72, 80, 102, 116, 126, 130, 200, 22l 350, 365, Rookwood Noe 317,
The 76 numbers for sale complete for £20, 1 apologise for the price but this is more
than 10% less than I paid for them, All complete and in good condition - half a dozen
lack covers D, BROYD, 10 BEAN ROAD, BEXLEYHEATH, KENT,
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: S.0.Ls L2, 65, 66, 162, 257, 258, 259, Your price plus postage paid. The
advertiser has some S,0,Ls, Nelson Lees, Gems and Magnets for exchenge only.
ERIAN BOLT, BRITISH EMBASSY, REYKJAVIK, ICELAND,
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BILLY BUNTER WORKS FOR THE KIDDIES

CITY STAGE PRODUCTICNS, the Directors of vhich are our old friends, Bernadette
¥iime= =nd Michael Anthony, gave the entire opening perforrance of “Billy Bunterts Swiss
3-11" =t the Victoria Palace, over to charity, They have also been helping to publicise
5= mecd =nd the good work done by the Barnardo Homese .

it = giant carnival parade through the streets of Iiford and Barkingside on Friday,
Dececber 16th, one of the most interesting floats consisted of a school scene with Billy
Semter, the Famous Five and Mr, Quelch,

% specizl newspaper, "Christmas Times," produced to aid this great charitable under=
sakins, gave much prominence to the Victoria Palace show, A number of free seats at the
Trristo=s Sve matinee were given, under certain conditions, to purchasers of the paper.

% writer in the columns of the paper tried to explain Bunter to the readers, He

srotes ®3i11y Bunter appeared in the old Magnet and Gem comics that Grandad used to hide
mmdder his desk,."

Unhsppy man! No, we don't mean Grandad)
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TLLINCWORTH KNOWS HIS GREYFRIARS

Did you see the cute Illingworth cartoon in the Daily Mail just before Christmas?
L plup, familiar schoolboy, representing British Railways, was waving in the air a
re—ittance for £400 million, There was simply the caption under: ¥ Hurrsh} You fellowsi
M7 postal orderts comed”

Evidently Illingworth thinks that Bunter needs no explaining to the British publice
Nor do wel
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LONDON WELCOMES NEW BUNTER SHOW

In these days when there are So many sleazy televigion plays, salacious films, and
=mtty stage producticns it is supremely refreshing to see a packed audience of children
=nd =dults cheering and enjoying every minute of BILLY BUNTER!S SWISS ROLL at the London
Victoriz Palace, That was this critic's reaction on the opening day of the show,

Every effort has been made to maintain the Creyfriars traditicn and Maurice Me-
Loughlin, who has written the -play, has deftly used his experience to delight the kiddies
and please the adults at the same time, He knows his Creyfriars, In the opening scene
Frank Nugent is examining a camera, and he remarks: "It was given to me by Menners of St.
Jim's," It has nothing to do with the play -~ but it gives a warnm feeling to folk who
remerber the Gem with affection, Maurice, rather wistfully, said to me: "It means nothing
to most of them, but I liked to pop it in," Dontt you believe it, Maurice, I*11 wager
that thousands of adults, visiting the Vic, gurgle with delight when St, Jim's is mentionede

This play is splendidly acted throughout, There is no flaw anywhere, The part of
Billy Bunter is played by Keith Banks, and it must be admitted that any actor, taking over
the part which Gerald Campion has played so well and for so long has a thankless task,
Nzturally, we awaited his portrayal with some HErvOUSNEssS.

It is pleasant to be able to report that he gives a very fine performance, Banks?
Bunter is by no means an imitation of Campion's Bunter, Banks is less agile and less
1issom than Campion, which is no real drawback, He is, perhaps, a 1ittle closer to the
Magne$ Bunter, rolling along rather than darting about as 1ight as a feather, In appear-
ance, the two Bunters are remarkably alike, I hope it is not ungenerous to mention that
the oi.. Sunter's iInfectious fat giggle is missed, but no doubt that will come along as the
show progresses, The new Bunter has plenty of action in his fat person, too. At the
interval the curtain falls after he makes a wild dash and catches a joint of meat hurled
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high in the air.

We congratulate Mr, Banks on a grand performance of a most difficult role.

The Famous Five are more carefully selected than ever pbefore, They are 21l
attractive lads, full of schoolboy high spirits, Bob Cherry is fair and a real Bobs
Wharton is dark and more of a leader; Johnny Bull looks like Johnny Bull; Nugent is
quieter and more reserved than the resty Inky, apart from his turban, looks 1ike our
Inky, The boys have more to do than ever before, which is all to the good, There is a2
delicious and quite brilliant sequence in which one boy after the other is stunned and
tipped into a window seat, This new, more youthful Famous Five are a vast asset to the
production,

Mr. Quelch is played by Robert Lankesheer, and he is nearer to the Queich of the
Magnet than any we have yet seen. In both mien and appearance, he is an excellent Quelche

Keith Marsh gives an outstanding performance as a Weary waiter, and he reminds one
astoundingly of Mr, Pastry.

Michael Anthony, T.V. star and C,D. supporter, is grand as an unscrupulous race-
course habitue, In horsy attire and sporting a monocle, he never puts a foot wronge 4
superb piece of character work,

BILLY BUNTER!S SWISS ROLL is fast-moving, and the slick pieces of contrivance are
well-rehearsed and executed. The plot tends, at times, to be obscured by the pantomime=
type by-play, but hilarity {s maintained throughout andthere is not a dull moment, Young=
sters of all ages will love it, The slap-stick finale, with Bunter eating the bird from
the cuckoo clock may not be quite to the taste of Magnet fans, but the kids roar the
house down, And it's the kids who count at this time of the year.

Decor and lighting are excellent, and Ellen Pollock has made a fine job of the
production side, Incidental music to the play is written by our own Eric Fayne,

GEMS OF HAMILTONTANA

Munch, munch, munch} Grunt§

Munch, munch, munchi OCrunt}

It shounded something like a horse at fodder, and something like a porker at the
trough, But, as it proceeded from Study No. 1 in the Creyfriars Remove, clearly it
could be neither,

(Sent in by Peter Hanger, Northampton.)

The wide, deep river ran on with a steady murmur, and bubbled and sang through the
rushes, and down the centre of the stream 1ay a golden bar of sunlight.

But nearer the rich, earthy banks the overhanging trees made a tremulous shade, In
the clear water, the thick foliage was mirrored with flecks of golden light filtering in

and dancing on the water.
(Sent in by Tom Dobson, Austrziia,)

wplease, sir,? gasped Bunter, "it wasnft me who ragged your study."
"What?" snhapped the Remove Master, "You should say "I{ was not I, Bunter,"
"0h, sir," said the Owl of the Remove, blinking, "I never thought it was you, It
stands to reason you wouldn't rag your own study sir,”
(Sent in by Beryl Porter, 0ld Hill,)
{Book souvenirs are awarded for all items found” suitable for publication in this column, )
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Later I began buying the Sexton Blake Library, and I became
acquainted with the Digest, Thus opened up for me "a new old world."

There must be hundreds like my uncle and me who, if they knew of
Collectors' Digest, would like to renew contact with the old days. But
they do not knowy Would this not answer Mr., Carter's question?

* X ¥ X *

MEMORY OF A FAMOUS ARTIST

JOHN JUKES wrote to us as follows:s "I came across the enclosed
letter today., It is from artist Briscoe. I think it is one of the
most poignant letters I have ever possessed, for the poor chap was dead
within a few short months after writing me. I think he was genuinely
Pleased that he was remembered after 211 the years."®

The following, dated July 1956, and written from Hever, Kent,
are the words of E. E, Briscoe, the artist, who so many of us remembers;

"I am teking this, my first opportunity toexpress my warm thanks
and gratitude to you for sending me this charming and cheering letter
of very kind appreciation. It is very gratifying to a conscientious
artist to receive some assurance that, after the passing of many years,
there are still enthusiastic *old boys! who have not forgotten him and
still remember appreciatively his early efforts with his pen and brush
to thrill and amuse them when they were young.,

You have delighted me more than you can really know, and helped
me to plod with patience and persistence the rough road to ! journey's
end! that now lies before me., '

I feel that I must thank you again, from my heart, for your per—
ceptive sympathy and kindness. May ‘goodness and mercy! follow you.

Yours sincerely, E. E. BRISCOE."

* ¥ ¥ ¥ %

ODDS AND ENDS
By GERRY ALLISON

ACID RETORT BY HENRY SAMUELS "Billy Bunter!s Swiss Roll," at the Victoria Palace got
quite a good report in The Guardian, but the critic, Edward Greenfield allowed himself
one bit of sarcasm which evoked some well known thunder! He said: "Like the Frank
Richards stories from which the characters come, this play is hopelessly dated = Mr
Quelch in Norfolk jaeket and tweed breeches, if you please," The next issue of The
Guardian had the following letter in its correspondence column, under the heading
GREYFRIARS: ;

Sir, In his critical comment in ybur journal on the vacation in
8witzerland currently being enjoyed by certain of the Remove scholars
of Greyfriars and myself, Mr, Edward Greenfield sees Pit to suggest that
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the clothing I eleet to waar for t.he n-r.'.casinn is denn:-ue. I can only assume

that he is unaware of the sporting attire affected by the Prime Minister of

this country earlier this very year; indeed, it was from that august and

conservative source that the lmspiration for ny own costume was acquired,
Yours &c., MR, QUELCH = Greyfriars School.

As the Bounder would say "Man downl®
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BLACK MARK, B,B,Cl A recent item in Woman's Hour, as announced In the Radio Times, gave
me the greatest thrill for months, It read, TALES OUT OF SCHOOL, by Frank Richards.

At 2 p.m, on The Day, I was sitting with my ear glued to the wireless, gleefully
chuckling over the opportunity afforded me by my convalescence to hear our beloved
President on such a toplcl

And then came the overwhelming disappointment, The speaker may have been a Frank
Richards, but he was not the Frank Richards, Surely, after writing school stories for
over fifty years and creating the most famous schoolboy of all time, the one and only
Frank Richards should be allowed the copyright of his name, especlially for such a subject
as Tales Out of School. Urrrghlll
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WANTED: Magnets, 618, 768, T71, 713, 933 and 1066, 15/ - each offered or else Red
Fia_gnets In Exchange 1‘.~Jr1t.e. LDFTE SHEHIHGHAH HUI.EE ET HAR?LE:EGHE LENDGH H.H 1.
T.he L-Dﬁdﬂn club LIbrar:,r arrers 10#'- en...h rnr the rnll:ming bcmka. Hagnet. ?51 » Gems ?13,
L, 715, 755, 758. Schoolsboys! Owns 215, 217, 219, 221, 269, 275. Also required "Boy
Without a Name" in Boys! Friend 3d Library,

ROGER JENKINS, "THE FIRS," EASTERN ROAC, HAVANT, HANTS,.

PLEASE NOTE that BRIAN DOYLE!'S new address 1s GARDEN FLAT, 13 NORTHBOURNE ROAD,

Lﬂim:i S oM h. TEl. Hn. Hﬁcaulez.r T9L6 .

JMD: E-:ws Hagazine "IGE- 31‘32 ro 350 and 358 to 377. Will buy or exchange S,0.L's
T_Hau'ﬁaad am:l Et.. Fn.n}:'s}. w. mﬂmn. ?G WESTERN Rcmn, EAE:T DEHE:. Hm‘HEFlHAH YDRKS.
GHMIGE E'-F ADDHEEE DGH HEBBTEH'E new address is 113 GLGLBESTER GCIJRT, KEW GﬂRDEHE.
SURREY,

WANTED: 8S.0.L's 169, 245, 247, Good condition only, &2 0O O each copye
, 28 DERWENT STREET, h.'mchs'rm-wm-mm 5e
WANTED: Populars, etc. Collectors! Digest 52 to 82, 1}9, 141, Boys' Friend Lib.
38 8T, THOMAS ROAD, PRESTON,
FOR SALE: Sexton Bleke Libs, Fresent. series 1?9, 159. 198, 90 c.npies between 200 = %00,

1 between 301 - 349, 7/6 each offered for S.0.Ls 169, 170, 198, 206, 226, 228, 230, 23l
258, 268 272. E‘t‘?. THt:-hPE:JH 53 HMEY mﬂK. BEIMST. u;.

MODERN BOY wanted: E_Il-l-p 1151 113] 1&5"1&?| 1_3:’. 152-157' 159"16"-I| 1%'181. )

183 - 192, 194 - 198, 200, 202, 203, 207, 208, 212 - 237, 239 - 24k, 337.

DR H HILSE}H 1::10 BRDGI-IFIEI.D HDﬁD. GLAEG{}I H.1.
HAHI'E:D 8.0 Ls h2. 65. 66. 162- 25?. Eﬂ. 25‘3. Yuur prme plma pnstage paid. ‘me
‘advertiser has some S. 0.Ls, Nelson Lees, Gems and Magnets for exchange only,

BRIAN HOLT, BRITISH EMBASSY, REYKJAVIK, ICELAND,
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