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By CHAS.
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CHAPTER 1.
SLAVIER AND TIIE CRUISER.

TIE

swe hall havo to run into the Salvas creck, C:\rlns._
£ Wo s words were attered by the caplain of a small

The above

“le. which, running before a light breeze, was approach-
brii-"‘“t"'""m san coask opposite Prince’s Island, The captain
ing the ¥ \{3,,\ ssman, and hiz eyes were fived upon the

guod 1

";gza\-‘:‘w] wos a twenty-four gun frigate, and the British
o VO3 x

oy at her peak showed lier nationality. She was less than
euslg]fl ’f‘ N;, the brizantine, which was making its way towsods
puie L0 liue that marked the onast. The decks of the
1 were crovded with men clad in the duck trousers,
Jittle vossel were Crowd o il T AN
~ witon shitts, and broad-brimmed hats urg,vexa_uh.\' warn
ID?T},; enilors of the Gull of Guinea. Mo brigantine's crow
by S it Jargo number for a craft of her size, had
pumbered Iorty-—a larg 2 - v i 3
she»bc'-"ﬂ enzazed in a peaceful trafic. DBut the calling of {ho
i o] ? was by no means
Seahivd ? was by N

1C - 1 . . "
s sails of a vessel that was following in his wake.

AT
the hazy Diue

-

HAMILTON.

of courage, did no
Lannons,

“Wo are holding our own,"

reckon nona of the cruj

pair of heels than me

Carlo.” ’
“ Ay, wir!"

") TR . , . :
'Ihov‘ Scabird ™ skimmed over the eun
and elegzance of o huge albalr

a roller, now plunging her be throuzh the waves, leaving a
]gng line of white foam in her wake,
the main 4o the studding and sky gails,
wos drawing in the st} breazg,

. On l"m deck the Sniors wera hard at work, doing cverything
in their power to increaso {lLo speed of the vesol. Somo wera
wetting the sails with buekels of sea-waier, to make them draw

the more; others were ree 7 braces to {ake the strain off “hs

t like to run the gauntley of tho frizate's
" replied the elaver captain, *

fers n thesa walers can show a {astar
brigantine, Keep her beforo tho wind,

ny waves with tho spead
LOW Tising oa the summid of

SUT

Every sail was sef, from
and every atitch of canvas

B

pacifie, for she was a slaver,
and was new on her \‘-’:|L)' to
the Salvas River to l-’\.;(:, in
her carzo of ** black ivary.
Whilst erozsing the Gulf of
Guinea, the brigantine had
been sighted and pursned by
the Britich crniser, and her
coremander—Rodripo Vineent

—aware that if he was over-
taken the fittings of his vessel
woulld betray lier occupation,
had put the “Seabird " before
tho wind, and was in hopes of
reaching the Salvas River be-

fory the frigate conld overhaul

him.

*Once inslde the sandbanks
of the Salvas, and this John
Bull will have to sive up the
chase, Carlos,” the captain
said, nddressing the man at
the wheel; “<o head her in
that direction.”

“The cruiser will send her
Loats up the river, captain,”
&id Ricardo Leon, tha first
mate of the *“Saabipd,”

“The stockade will secure
us from lier hoats,” replied the
clever captain “and when wa
have taken in eny ‘passengers,’
there s anotier ercek by which
We can retnrn to the ocean,
while the Englishman is wait-
1ug for ns at the mouth of the
Salyas,”

,.That i3 true, Captain
l\‘n_nc‘-nt,” observed  Carlos,

I e can reach the river
belore the cruiser takes us,

her: goes a gun from the
frigate”

As the stearsman spoke, &
feport reverherated over the
rond ecpunse of sunlit water,
A pull of smoke issued from
Lo b of the frigate, and &
roundshot fell into the sea A
CW yards astern of the flying
brigautine,

“That is a hint to round
t0," obscrved  Captain Vin-
cent, with a smile of dirdain,
“But they shall Llow me out
of tho water leforv I surren-
der,”

"It is still five miles to the
moath of the Salvas,” said
Ricardo Leon, who, nut being
possessed of any grest auiount
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maiumast, which wae eroaning under the forco of the wind,
1 balliod ou ai i 1l extout.
hiely bellied out each sail to its full extont . s,
“h{\‘) L‘; ‘l.‘:}:‘ 'n-,"?"x cruisar equal petivity waa wvis 1]1‘ y lh?
s 1S DA LNy L v A R e - il : o
l)ll‘l 3, * nuiaerous but orderiy— wer? .x§‘(h"n‘ long, nad
o v 13 o R TR = = wrschasop
- » reroadnur the LAY SIS ey
. chiel punntor and his mates w : o :
“‘1\:(1]“1 ! l"z.,l\”: t‘,‘.'}.,;l after tho slaver.  The caplain n-h..nd
with his £ .1 ll'.("l""l‘ll‘f on the quarles teek, and en the lea sido

with Alons One of these—a midehipiman
s A s g M ing hrigantine through
of about i wvd MHarringien, lle
aglaza s iz fellow, tall and agile, and

was 2 \n-IHu:!il i e
Yis faco wa we and manly.
‘J'Tlv{f:r‘,‘ ‘\I,‘ c-uli::rxitt:' soticenhle about his countenanco—

Tiers i expression of thoughttel melancholy, which rarely
He did net join with his companiong in thoir merry
} i of an approaching serimmage, but kepl his cyes
fixed on the slaver with an intense gaze.

* Well. Harrington," said ene of the ather recfers—a merry-
facod lad of soventeen, named Tom Williamz—as Edward
lowersd his telescope at last, with a sigh, **what can yoeu seo
aboard the brigantine?” 5

“He thiaks there are soma sgablo young ludies abonrd, n‘nd
he is smitten in anticipation,” laughed another midd, g
declaro THarrington hasn't had his eyes off that ves=el fincs we
first sightod Ler, two hours agol” 3 o .

“1 wanted to see if someono I knew is on board,” explained
Herriugton. . -

W who on earth do you expect to o aboard a elaverf s

“I'he man who cut ont tha 'Seabird’ at Fernzndo Po,”
replied idward, * That brigantine is the ‘Seahird.” I am cer-
tam of it.”

“ What was the name of the fellow 7"

*I do not know; hut he is & Spaniord.
of him from a man who escapel after the fight.’

The affair to which the midshipman allude
cut of the brigantine in the harbour of the
Po. 'The “Seabird " had been tendsr Lo the frigate ** Aspasia,”
and was commanded by Liculesane [lavrington, Ediwvard's
father. Capuain Vineeut had, with a bard of desperadoes,
rurprised {ha brigantine in tha night. and suececded in gotting
off with her. “Iio Baglish crew had been cut to plecca hy the
overwhelming numbors of the outlawe, who were four to one,
and whe had made the eltack whilo mest of the Inglishmen
were in (heir hammocks,  Tho fow who eseaped had flung them-
selves into the water and swum ashore.

Of Lie father young Ilarringlon never heard after tha night
of the culting out. Whether ho bad perizhed in the confiict,
whethor hs had tried to swim ashore and had fallen a prey to
the sharks, or whether he was a prizoner in tho hands of tho
robbers, Fdward did not know.

The " Aspasia’ had been undergoing repairs at the ieland
dering tho cutrage, and immediately the worle was completed
eho had sziled in search of the purloined vessel, but wilhout
Buccess so far.

Rx')‘dz?go _V:ix'cgnt, after the suceessful robbery, had laid up
tho “ Seabird” in a lonely bay on thy Gold Coast, and com-
pletely aliered hor appexranco. lIer bulwarks, mnsts, Dlocks,
oeven hep waterweys, were painted in different eolonrs, and other
changes made in the look of the vessel. Dut Bdward, who
knew the brigantine as well as he knew the frigate, was not
to be decelved by these alterations. 1o knew thal the fugitiva
was tho “ Sealiird,” and ho had hopes of at Jact finding out the
fg\tp of !n‘xs‘f:«lhu:‘»—tp avengo him, if dead; to roscuo him, if
Lving. 'This hope dispelled the melancholy which his anxiety
gpnccning e Tathers T Tl ol i b wes o

“(';h ML 8 ad as he \..}.lched tha brl[}',’:u{-!nr!_
ntto:np?;t uor(’;“q{)!':{{lng(n'x}I!'” ryoth 'I:nm Williame, with an
tho * Seabird ' alive ;;;ld kicki pr jnm i rnd Fooy dad aboard
anen of prog sg cver|” ng, and as ready to tako his allow-

w”"{'ﬂxlr:;-.:" called out Captain Waterton to the gunnor at that
And the boom of the eannon again resounded over the wator.

choer rozo invaluataril f e i
result of the shot was em’:x. ek M6 hsk'at Shosanaiie: ns =

b_'];h.(: hnli lt“'l tirip;)hzd the len studding-e;
v, and two lirge sails now hung loogely agninst the 8
usoless, l'hgl brizantine iinmediately Yr-nz \;‘;ly,}' I.m‘f. thr’u IAE}lnlatoui'
th:*‘ soaman-like comuirndier ut o repaired the disadvantage,
Starboard- starhoard ! he cried to the holinsman

'And Cn'rlns at once ubeyed. )

The bLriganting had been making east by north; the shift in
th.o wheel turned ler east by_ south, o that the forco of tho
wind was removed from the cripplad studding-eails to tho unin-
{uyod canvas on the port sido. ‘This mianauvra oxccutled, tho

rigantine recoverod her way, and aped on almoet co flectly
as P}nfnro.

“ Lay alcft thero, my lads!" shouted the rlaver ca “Iny

3 hero, : ! 'r caplain—'*In
aloft, and repair the studding eail boom and recuro tho rails!" d

asked Tom Willinma,
I got o descriplion

was tho cutting
and of Fernando

1 boaimn of tno *“ Sea-
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'[Tlm tlavery
r:q')‘nlly U.,;‘r 0
""'“"J';s' iteailog wiy, ,-h.n"' MO fo.
Tho foarful fua of the ¥ Lo the
to ascend RN g

" Aloft

- 2iL, you ]17,-" O3
rage. “Up wis) *."'.’u(\mm“

Hy drew a 1320] o
. A pistn)
fierenly,
aloft,

SPrane

wlien ane inta ths

fl‘(n K
L A i
I'ha Irightaned :
ran .oul oy
Hapuing studd

the ¥

“Those Bnel

. T funners .1, . :
Livulenant Tenn, aq ;;(;‘h baka grr. ; é
; -
1
1
.

ond piercod tha byl k of ‘;;:n"}ﬂ

out of ranga

3 pretty
o \\ 0 can

woree,"” tho &
ENNO of our § g4 Y

“'They won't do o}
“How do von kpow 1
They don't know if 1)
waould b or i)
S\rnicvr won't pive us one il 1'._:.
black ivery’ isn’t hare' 'S

ST e P e ot H
ey might quers jt, finea whey g,

bound for the const, while o Taden v

Sy v
“That's co; ther mizht ey
manders aro too fonlishly

1
3 « U
tender.], .

o reckon ou eseaping a broa
villain.
o 0

Vo shall be
from the mouth i
any vessel drawing mor

“Tho * Aspasia' iz
coming up hand over It

“That’s beeanse our
get in another Llow lika (hat,
our gieat in the eabin, the
cned.  IL was beastly unlocks to run aeew
cruisar, just when we've nearly reached our &0
we'll elude them yet.” s

CHAPTER IL
THE CILASE

The injury done lo the gpavs of the
from tho frigate, although not of a vex
canged her to Joso pround in tho raey
ovidenl that the m
a £ . ..
h\']i'his wag reniarked with ralisfacti
the ** Aspasia,” and with sullen fury b

PR 1]
bl}l"ll'm how-chagers of the frigato eogts :
after shot, and with such pre ::xnrf”l:r.«-'t-
soon presanted the appear \rgwmz’t‘ro.r
tho appearance of a siove, No mo
ever, yoet been sirnes, and l:( 3
of canvas over his hoad wilh
guccessive shot of tho frizate w
fabric. But no such fatalivy :10«1”4”.'“‘ *
gatislaction of the ¢ tha mt
reached, un']l li*i'.a l-rlxg :
i into tho broad, ch ] fea 1
S Naw o Ball wil have 10.F4un, 0
oxelnime:! the capluin (-m!;?lh S shall have ¢
the royals and ]s}'uddmg-s.:u ey =

ia sandy pond. . o Tiver,
uliis“th? “lH-.-:xbin\" l;h«}f,\l “Iifv':‘!“ s shi
Dluo ocoan behind, the erut l‘r;"‘”'...._ L ALLE
barrier of =and that choked .l”~" -:'-l““‘ 8

Captain Watarton wad 1"] .\Idl“‘-“""" (e
tho frizato was rnuwl‘j]_l:: '11 "
with IMir:t Lioutenanl .‘l l)~‘-"\)- e

Iy appaars impossiblo .
creck,” tho commander ¢

1cky if, wa do,
» Salvas,
2 than ty

1 5
Ve oz

nd, 04

3k

ydinned

noyvoel think: 4/
will serve us now. Mgh W ehall 17
ST think an you do, = S the captain 'y

Wsew vod.
What d

h
“ Py a pity,” n'-m’ll"l" S abird,’ 0
our tender with us., 'The l-i-' po go wi
TFernaudo Po, would bo 8 (o that ¥
to account.” p— Jecciva e ©0 W
" cr eyes ude .":‘r.r‘
. ]f“m) Y o searate U
itsclf, ita a1 L &

e * Seabird ! “.,]'y.' afreel AT S o
s ‘U\':. it e been lun:ll'« (.'.E" .'* jiln '.ir"-'l"\'"
5 " knO\\' the '/- RAE .Hl"’""
TNt Marrington—his father

on Wedn psday




" T
one Halperny: e T

athe Ho ought 1o know her well.”
yod in her for ”;;n};’:,: tho first Jioutenant. 'Touching
iwand came “(;t h?’ commander to speak. —
B AP " gmid the captain, " you are well acquaintes
ingire S8 AT he - Seakind " tell me if you think

vit 1isshe!” . g
vome D lied E o sediately.
”3\5:,' yir,” replied Edwar] immediately.

i or attentively 1"
" wou examined ber adtentiv
‘.l‘il':‘:g: throurh my telorcope.
“That will dn._ . < el

. “hing his hat again, retired. )
'sﬂ-,"::s‘:‘s}:}:n:ll I ordar out, sit?"" asked M. Trysail. .
e i e, the harge, and the cutter,’ replle(‘l' the captain.

“{hal the carronades are pat aboard.

.

.“

The pt
o Yo vl v

“ Ay, ay. ST o
'nirﬁrj lwuterant gave tlie necessary orders, and the threa

g, and plumped into the water. 'The captain,
b"“_’ W}n&?‘;;\nn;:i an.\i&y h}» discover the fate of his father,
’f?‘ g ‘w.hjm permission to go in the pinnace. which was
ks ;m[:!d br Tryvsail in person.  The barge was vnder tha
g:«-ﬁnn o the third tieutenant of tha ** Aspasin,” ;\.!r. Hal-
yaxd, and the culter was in the clarga of a macter's mate
mamed Tillet. . o S

The sailors took their places in bigh glee, but with disciplived
quirtuese, with their cutlasses and pistols huckled v, and tha
maripes with Ueir muskets and bayonets. When ali was N-:u]_y.
the masts of tha pinnaco and the Iarge wero stepred, the rails
hoisted, end, with the cutter in tovw, they glided over tn sand-bar.

A parting cheer souudad from the ™ Aspaciy,” which was
anawernd by the men in the Loats, as the little flotilla started
up the river.  Captain Wavrrton walched e litile vessels as
they proceeded slawly up Lhe stream until a bend enncealed {hemn
from sight. .

Idward Harringlon folt his hentt Leat high as the three boals
camzmenced their paraage un the river. At last ho considerad he
hal a rhance of weerlaining the fale of his father. whem he
loved with the filial affection of a thonghtful 1ad.  His mother
had died koon ¢ fter bic Lirths he had fwver known her, and Lis
father was the caly relative o pozsessed, exc a distant con-
rection, a sort of tenth cousin, who resided in Capo Colony.
This relative was 2 young girl, whom Edward Lad never seen.

The Dauks of the Salvas were elothed in green, giaul palmas
spread their feathery frondage over the stream, mirrored below
in the clear water. " Ju the greenish ligquid bright fishes darted
1o and fro, aad in the mud on the banbs the seamen perccived
greal, misslapen hippopetami,

1 Q:-(:‘.""".:‘“.",I}N DBritizh bluejackets caught a glimpre of the
siganting's wuilz, rleaming white through the intervening foli-
+ and Trysail, with immense satisfaction, remarked thnt thoy
aining upon the chased,

‘” ‘l)iu brigantire is lighter than the frigate, our boats are
pour thau the brigastine, my boy, * he siid to the midshipman
uriuml.l-’:,],\'l'lmcd him, We shall be upon them very soon,
. ‘I\thl":;:\:‘ ,b‘ngnntine has stopped, sir,” gaid the young wman,
it n;n} pre ._l ho rasoal cannot mean Lo fight while a chance

. \d it. But, by (learge, he has!™
r».n-'z'.: ;m:;‘iimm('“j ,:\'bl't‘;uft, Lnfl Pml-rgnq into a l"n.g' SLFnish"

ad bitmght 1s ":jtz{_o came into full view. Caplain Vincent
#hol out (o “"l‘ el to n stop, and the Englishimen saw o boat

“What mlm”wr sidle, x:'x:(l pull rapidly up the river. )
P ] ln:\l mean s muttered Trysail.  * Geing for rein-

The popororadine There may be another slaver in the river."

I deadily, wnd rapidly approached the

wnibis § _)!(:L"H saw that the elaver bad a couple of

wucng full upon the boats, and that her deck
‘”_"" e, armd for a froy,

e ¥ 21i8% fomee .
)i'nhd_ :th\‘ e nuaberid thirty-five, all of them strong-

Pl
e

-

W

] bonts advanee
wanbine, The ue
wenty pe ¥
FWaried

dlaver, vwn.:lny foawmen, brave ae lions, and well-nrmed.  ‘T'he
Minad g, LTy o moro s Lal they were nmongre! craw of
S halieatiling wi Z

e with wething in common but their raseality.
oV araniards and South Americans, with o few
% e r‘]." ¥ ‘L.“'L'_‘ri::'---. and half a dozen Malays,
Lritialy Ay (':“ 1wl by wasy Lo poedied the victory of the
W 10 contend ot But tho diadvanbnos agiinst which they
Yeaverg L ,.“,'_:_‘l"'lli";l the roanll of the afTair donleful. The
Mhnony I.‘_”l':“t}! @ pertholes excgpd the two from which
b ::\ 8 an ald tn Jor And cverything which could posibly

Wird " w2t aeders hud boes carefully removed. 'Uhe
el gl ‘;‘;‘Il llnld alimzside » sandbank, ro that o attack
Al

3 onene ade
ek off the 1

andd rillomen had been ported in
thimen aw they elimbed the wides.
Syts rendered \he task of Treyrail n formidahla
't hewitate 1o assail the daver.
! \‘l':lr"""’*lj"." the fisst Tentenang said, after taling
Yok of he t " oposition of tho dlaver, The punners obeyed,
Nlranps, .,,.3 :‘h Wk peovaded with one of these sall pieces of
Sparated (ha |  Pinees had two, Ouly o hundred vanls now
#als from the obijoct of their attack, and Tryeail,

SMUGGLER SEXTGHN
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t'.h-lg,”;r}g thz\t perliaps the elavers wishz £ to surrender, hailed tha
Seabird,
* Brijantine, ahoy "
‘: Ahoy the bout!™ came back che mply.
15 that vessel tha *Saabind ' 1"

“ ind out "

“Thal i3 what we intend to do.  Will yex Icl us come abmrd
peacrably, or shall we vee furea?”

* T reclon you had better use foree,” was the enol reply.

" You refuse to surrender?”

“We dn." '

U Give way, my Luds!" eried Tryeail. The canvas bad Leon
taken in, and the soimon, beuding to their oars, 1apidly pro-
pelled the boats dowards the brizantine, ’

“ Reep off, or we'll five into you!™ shonted Rodrigo Vinceat.

" Fire!" ordered Tryeil to Lis gunsers,  And the four carro-
nades souindnd.

“Wire!" the slaver eaptain eried in hi: turn.  And the two
tirenty-poundirs on the deck of the ** Seabird " rattled cut their
charges of musket-balls aud pieces of old iron, with whick tha
Spaniard had ordered them to be leaded, to do the greatest
possibla execution among the azeailants.

Several of the Fuglish scamen were strurk by the shiver's
missiles, which did far more damage than the balls from the
baats’ careonades.  Before the elavers eeuld recharge the guna,
the toats were alongzide, and, with a ringing cheer, the blue-
jackets commenced the atinck.

CHAPTER 11l
THE STOCKADE.

The piunzee had glided under the beowsprit of the “ Seakird,”
and collidad with the brizantine, and the aclive sailors wero
swarining over the forceastle befure the slavers discoversd at
what point thay intended to cominence the assanlt

Lisd by Trysail sed Harringlon, the stalwart seamen burst
upen che slavers with resistless fury, snd their sudden rush drove
the “Soabird’s " erew iulo the waist.  The barga's crew wera
clamborics up Lho quarter, and the culler was pulling round the
stern, when a pig of lead, hurled by a slaver from the deck,
ftove in Lhe hotiom of the boat, and sent it to {he boitem,
Ieaving the erew Joundering in ihe water.

The tmmerzed sailors climbed into the barge, and reinferced
the evew of that vessel, who had not yet gained a focting en tho
deck of the ** Seabird.,”  Caplain Vincont, seeing the English in
possession of the {orseastle, rapidly gathered a force to assail
them. 'Tou men Lopt tho bavge cvew at hay, while the eaptain,
followed by thivty others, met the Breitish seamon in the forward
part of the brigantive. A terrible contlict waz waged on the
deck.  Tloth portiss were equally determine? to win, and what
the Fnglish Tacted in numbers they made wp in pluck., The posi-
tion of the mucketeors in the tops was disadvaniagecus to tho
boarders, who were exposed Lo an incesant shower of bullets
from abwe. Dlood Howed treely, ghastly wounds were given
and rzceived, and coon eorpse after corpse encumbered the planks,
now tlippery with bloed.

All at ouee, in e midst of the fight, while engoged in a band-
to-hand combat with Prysail, the eaver captain ultered a shrill
whistle. A man rashed to the hawser, which held the Lriganting
to tha auchor, and cut it with a single blow of the axe he held.
Carlos, at the liclm, gave a turn to the wheel, the riffemen aloit
coasad firing, and trimmed the gails, and the " Seabitd ™ began
to movo swiflly up tho river under the propulsion of the £tilf sea-
l!rl'l"ll‘. .

Prysail, surprised by the sudden motion of the vessel, glanced
around; and his adversary took advantage of lis momentury
uneuardednesy to streteh him on the deck with a blow of his
cullusz,

“Iight on, my lads, fight to the death!"™ shouled poor Trysail,

3 he wenl down.

. lnfnriz::cd Ly the fall of their chiof, the Blurinchots n‘d-mlﬂm}
their efforts, and pressed the davars go Sard that for a momenst
it ecemed 13 though the Foelish would by masters of the vesscl.
Bul then tho detachment of the glavers, who had boen engapoed in
revedling Dhe ultack of the sailors in the hargo, Deing relisved of
their foea by the flight of the ** Seabind," came to the asistanes
of their comradug, #nd again tornsd the tide of battle.  'The
wnexpected movement of (he * Seabivd ™ liad lefl the h:-,r.g" fl‘fl‘
Behind, and, altheugh the sailoes pulled their hardest, they could
not overbike the brizantine, .

Edward Tlarrington wax now in command "‘f tha }"';"i‘."‘g
party, #inen the deatle of Peysail. "The younw fuliow ‘(u“l".‘ ,‘.’.‘“\'
welf nppn-"vl by the Iwirly -‘"nml-hvnh'n:\n‘l of ”A". \ ~";-‘ ‘”;‘ ‘\ul:
Poituguess named Mignal  Tle oroased U ados witho |;~h:m'v"‘;
Lut his puny middy's divk was of little wse n:m'-ll_.. ‘( iy 'A‘u;
cattac'of e oruuzane. The s grimol o

™ o broast of the mir lll]‘lt.l . B (
kiﬂm”\‘vri‘llhlnl’:: 1:!;\'“'1\.5‘!.;: but BEdwanl parried the thaeet, and, rush-
ing forward, closed with tho slaver.

BLAKE. . EGioN TAcK?
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coad him fercely, and felt for 1\13‘)?'111(5;
¥ § Iarrington, wsing his dirk as n
e "'"A\l Miguol, ultering a foarful
ol '\ In s fall he dr.xg{cod down
e e, for Ricarto Leen had taken
ol and fred as Edward fell. Tho
The wos not fated to escape nneeathed,
"5 cut at him, and laid him senseless

a

The Porlumu
but before he coule
daoger, stabbed hu ¢

crv. fell at full len
Y i

2 KT
! ¢

sine forward at tho
won still continued
n slain slavers.  The

* gheuted the Spaniard, pr
Fifteon of the Brtish
n the deck, with a doz
“#h .\ l\\?§;:1:z(-r1?1x can to rive way at last,
w bow. A last desperate stand
sreinast, v s the Dluejackets stood Jike
by the prospect of defeat. .
and infamed faces, their untining
locked so fo able, ihat tho
\the atiack as the Britons sathered at tha
~d. But the sheuts of the Spaniard, and
i them on, and a final furious struggle
= with the confiderce given by
ghs th the fury of despair,
with fate. Dut comrage was useless in the
d ore by oue the Englishman were struck
: :

d.
mained, ke was a man of herculean siature,
Youlderad Seat from the Isles, named

a powerfully built, broad
Pannel

J(F.'i;:i:':w wi hack to {he mast. he wielded his long, Leavy
i t for a full minute he kept the whole
ntain Vincent, who was a brave man
. crossed swords with the
. »r, and persuade him to
ird's”" crew. ffair would have ended
. for a glaver in the rigging above dropped a heavy
a head of Donrel, stretebing him senseless upon the

pistol ‘.:p
deck. L

“ Bind that fellonr, and let him live!” =aid the Spaniard. Ar_ld
Donnel was made a prisoner. Edward Harrington, who was still

inzersible, was alsn mads captive, and the rest of the English,
living ard dead, were thrown remorzelesely into the river.

“Tood for the £ said Vincent brutally.
lads, cast the pinnace adrift.”

“Why not capiure it ¥ queried Ricardo Leon.

" We cannot aferd to loze more men, and the men there would
cfer a desperate resistance. Mereover, the pinnace is useless
to ue.”

Nine or ten of the Britonz had reached the pinnace, and they
were unable {o resist when the slavers separated the vessels,
While the “ Seabird " zailed up the river, the defeated blue-
jackets picked up the wounded men who had been thrown into
the river, and then dropped down the etream and rejoined the

re.

The eommand had devolved upon Halyard, the third lieu-
tenznt of the * Aepasia,” the zecond licutenant tizing still aboard
the frigate.

Halyard was a grizzled, sturdy seaman of forty-five: a true
Dritish bulldog, who never owned himeelf beaten. Altkough
half hiz men bhad been killed or disabled, the tar had no idea of
givizy up the contest. After attending to the wounds of the
injured sailers, who numbered nine, he explained his plans to
the rest. There were gill fifteen men uninjured, nine or {en
having been #lain.

“My lads,” eaid the Llud teaman, “we could not thow our
faces aboard the 'Spasia’ agein unless we take the glaver.
Half of us have gzone under, and our officer is killed, and nothing
can cerpensate for thoe loss Lut the captura of the brigantine.
Who it ready to follow me up the river "

A cheer Lroke from the sailors: not a eingle diseentient voice
wae beard, even the wounded men were willitg to rigk another
c(mﬂ.ml', In spite: of the rash foolhardiness of {ho adventure, the
Bluejackets were cager 4o follow the hull-headed lieuteriant.
Halyard traveferrd all the wonnded men to the pinnace, under
tho charzo of three who were only slightly injured, and were
still able ti zttend Lo their duties. The rest. rixteen iuclud(ng'
the lv;n!:-mn'.. manned the barge, and pulled up th Salvas in

rzuit of the slaver brigantine. Tillet, the master's mate who
ad eommanded the cutter, was left in charge of the pinnace

The rail was hoirt=d, and the boat skimmed rapidly along the
runny stream. So light and buoyant waz the little ('Ix‘u‘:‘ahnll
that it fairly flew Lefnre the wind, seeming to graze the surfaco
of the river lile a bird. Swift as the brigantine wae, the little
bark rapidly overhavled her. Cantain Vineent eaw the boat jn
purenit, and o =ecraful smile curled his lip.

*“'Those English can’t underrtand what a defeat is,” he raid to
hig sccond in command. ““They are bound to got themealves
killed Lefore they realiso that they ean’t take the *Seabird.' ™

L"“)Thc stockado will settle their buriness,” obeerved Rieardo
I

“Now, my

:"’l'lxr.\' are nearly abireagy of ¢
Tho stockade ta whipy,
crected on the bauk of y),
large calibre.  Our teaders
Luglish attacked the g
dezpaiched a boat up {he o
the garrison of the Nitle gio
alert to guard the passyen ,,;'\U‘f
was garrivoned by o seopn 4 8
as negro-kidnappers duriyr
were assisted by thirty nesy, il €Nea of 4
of arms, and who were (],"\’-,4\,(1 l"'l," thay hay
When the hoat came within "_’ them,
opened fire. "The building: an»IE. ;
and thick tangled vines, that 1} 3oy
until the hum of tho cannoy hilis o
its proximity.  The firet chol cipy;
immediately went by the boupa
muddy water, A muslot
stecrsman, and the hoat
ITalyard uttored a o
four guns of the slrckade ¢
went throay! wl throwsh
down, and IT: e, sering the im
tantly gave the order to retreat,
savage, pulled down stream.
splazhed around them in the
“That will o a )
cent, with sa
won't be g0 am

river,

the hnat,

* These fellows are not so oazily "y
ba another attack to-night, depend it
The defeated boat's crew pulled back to the wigg
vessels returned to the erniser, which (hey n»q'cii:]“;'
afternoon. T

1:@;‘
iy,

—_—

CHAPTER IV,
HELD BY THE ENEMY.

When Edward Harringlon came to his senses he was o)
aboard the " Seabird.”  He was lying on a pile of &
ground, and his frst xlanco round showed him that he wasi
eome building. A fine-looking man of forty-two or furtyd
was bathing his head in cool wuter, assisted by a young s
gome seventeen or eighteon summers,  An exclamation o &
priso excaped Edward as he beheld the two. 1

“ Father!" he cried joyfully. *“Ulank Heaven youlive!

* My brave Ned," eaid the leutenant, I am glaltoreps |
open your peepers. 1 had begun to think that you werebost
for Duavy Jones.””

*Am I.wounded, then?” G

“Youare, Ned, You've had a narrow squeak, too; }'h::!u’:',
grazed your skull, and stunned you, An inchto the ngal,
you would have been gone.” '

While his futher was speaking, Idward's er
upon the faca of the girl. As we have said,
seventeen and eightean years of age, and iy H"
girlish heanty. Her form was slender and well]
her hair black, lonp, and abundant ; her face waa ! _‘,
cut features, rmall cherry mouth, and expressive By
These latter were filled with 2 look of tender COmPE
looked at the wounded midshipman.

“This is your Cousin Gertrude, Edwar ool
tenant. itq]o white 8

“ Cousin 1" ejaculated Edward, as he took the il .
that was cordially extended to him. W paid the gith ™

*Qur relationship is not £o near as that, o ‘
asmile. * We are distant relatives, Mr. ,H“"'“ o

“We'll eall it cousin,” sid the Duf ]'lﬁ‘-f.‘";‘?‘r‘,.,’h
take a lawyer to determine the exact degrea ©
wo'll let it go as cousin.” hanging 3

Edward and Gertrude could not help 1“5(‘: :?n.i‘x‘l recnll
geaman pronounced hig views. The mit 1‘ !
ho had a distant relative named (wrt}::'r“‘m' sl
Cape Colouy, whom Le had never ; ‘aolvas, in Y
como to that hut nu'ilho banks of the 5 i
wns more than he could guess, = i

“Yow did the fight end?” ho M}i‘f.]?,.:.k
back to the battle on the deck of the ]H l:(

“The slavers must have got .““‘,-T;m)‘- i g
Harrington.  ** T was in the cabin w :}rm of the B
the fizhting overhead, and saw the retre
cabin windowa." L7 1ashied

“Did many of our fcllows geb hurt heard the

At least n dozea, I think, for “!‘ ard.” o
water as lh(' flavers throw thom over AR

1soners be: o
“Poor fellows! Are thera any PIEORT G ya cart
“I raw one only, Denn

7’- the coxFWAIn !
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| s * ecluimed Edward, l'\\kin'g‘r\\uﬂd
% "« On the bank of the creek?
» the stockade.”

. then "

utine, I think. After the defeat of the
me to anchor abreast of the s‘ockade,
e and thrust in here. I do net know
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at him in inquiry. Gertrude Alden shrank Dack in
bebind the stalwart form of the English officor.
smiled grimly as he noted the action. o
. Do not ba frighicned, my pretty bird,” he said
isiatended you. If it was, {his English hound coul
you!" °
“He would try, though!" said the ofcer
clenched his fist. i
*And he would fail,” said the Spaniard.

voluatfarily
The slaver

‘“No harm
cund could not protect

grimly, and he

*“But no more of

The

i e
18 4y poon.
“parsied L Temain {oget) . .
Srto .u,\g )' Thusy |‘“i"’ l("::.heu{n‘:{ '?'0 nt cvculun“)’ =
131> « . o
idy. P for the arrival of the ' Asparia,’ "' relurned

DRSS S I Ty,

o
fuil “":l'g;'f Caot gt
. de afi may by

Ve m
u.‘,‘ *0idd

much water Lo enter the Salvas,"
wer the r:u-d-l{.’lr; but I think that at

e TEAYen gy T uble to o ko,

Tingeo 05 by l.,l"s":::':; {"«r Kuns would koon knock this
o ',‘:,,, C e, -d;m'; ,the rascals who live in jt. Dut,

An 5 X

thy o ¥ e But veqq g ;
o APtaly, 1y 4 g open ns the lientenant spoko
" Hargiy,, "“‘Y’""”aml] Heabird " strodo into the npnrhxn’):nt:
Creand faced him coolly, while Bdward looked

“UNDER THE SMUGGLER'S FLAC,”

two ¢,
“Wenty-pounders on the deck of tho' “Seabird” rattled out their charges of musket-balls
and pieces of old irom.

this; I do not come to harm you. On the contrary, I with to
gerve you," . . X
“You aro extremely kind," said Harrington, with a scepticel
vmilo, IHo placed no trust in the [riendly professions of ths
slaver captain. .
“ Do you desire your freedom ' quoricd the glaver.
“Phiat's an idle question,  Of course wa dol”
“ 1 will set you at liberty, if you choors."
* Unconditiounlly 1" L o
“Hurdly. Thera ia, of course, a condition attachod.
“1 thought so.”
““It ia n #imple one,
Viocent,

however, and need not alarm you,”" said

In Next Friday’s
“UNION JAOE.”



A tencd to the
what dn yoa eay? Wil

wrase,
o owhat I owich, and go {527
oo will ey aa 1 40! wnpevered the Jieutenant,
H ! Tt hiea rpenk fur Lol exelaitned Vineent.,
cal, Elward! Dean tia yon," vaid Harrington.
Yot ean treat goe, futher,” 12id the ny man firmly.

“Your cnrver i3 mine, Death before diske b

" Veu're wopair of foola? quith the ptain of the  Hea-
Mirdl"  Phera jv omus othier thing you huve not thought of.”’

Ard whata that " Youder giel" '

Gertruda starved ax the ilaver ypolon, and Josked at him ner-
Yourly.

* Whot af Jiee?"" wladd Varrington in a low vojce.

M Yap s e hav Lo eaffer fur your ulbrdineey 1

Yo enuld nal de that,'
“Aud why nott"
oy,

Weannot b wo wicked an (o injnre her for what wo havae
done

" You zio entirely misaleen, Listen! Refuse my offer, and
on and your van o wbal! Lang ol tha yardarm of Lthe brigantine
efor inorning, and au for Uhis il

" ELp 1" cned Havineton, with meh a torrille expreshion un
Lis fuen that e Hoaniard sprang back and holf-drew his eword,
The nextCinoaent La appearnd ashiamed of bis trepidalion, and
rattioed bk Wi enthg inta the seabhard ‘with wesnined careless-
ner .
"I Tenvn you now,"* L paid, " Lo reflect on whal T have eaid."
Ut exclaimed Iarrington, you would Lo foolich Lo Lrust
et carry oul o your wishes, [ you think T will fuil in oy
a by country, do you think [ weuld Leep iy promize to
yourt'

L would Yeep Mise Alden ar o T Luze for your good faith.*

oW ko veuw wanld not el me (ol tho Iady Lo the frigate?"

S owouldn't tret yon far one ih." ’

Y Nvither wonld 1 tyaget you, o
Alrea Lo your propoimls. Yo w
thut your wrat’

"'I'II frive you n few honrs to think oyer it," replind Vincent.
W T return pres Nty yon know what to expoct if you are
not wire cionedy Lo ascade (0" my pranarition."

Thie rlaver dopurte L Lolting tha done an the autside. Teaving
the three oecnpants of tha Lot tlaring at each other in dizinay,

CHAPTER V.
THIS ESOATR.
Y What in to by done " Fdward tid, a the dour clored hehind
tho hurly form of tho slaver eaptaio,

Yoz ae

7

~

ven if T wero bare enough Lo
ould play mao faleo, keonndrel

away,

aring to injure t

2
** Curzz the Tuck !” Hoarringlon cxied
tuken ber away. We carnct aid her no

o :

“ But we can punizh the piractical =
between hiz Lec b

(H

se till after dark,
1 in this #te
uld be recapt
rt

glnomily. **The r
hive. If we got out-ide we

““ Tu there a tcutinel at the d

*“ Yez, a bluc}
hnek us to 1
wverely alon

The minutes geemned to fiy on le
towards the herizon, 13
and thinking of Gertrude Alden, whose s
deep impression upon Lim, passed tha {i

oM
£ Roieg

i i.-,? .
I cespair. “Thep by

idrels!" orjed Edzet
ather, we must ezcape from this des ©

replied Hardngs

<kade like bees g

ured immediatdy,

eavaz>. who would be glad to get a chae s

If we try to gel out, we mast 1 tha é.;
3t when it is dark we muszt make the attempt
fer. wings ss the fuar=t
ard, impatient of the foroed it
weet face had mads

e in cvolving st

2
plans for the prejerled czeape, none of which scemed Lo prees

much chance of success.

* By the way,” the midshipman eaxid .5“&3}:":“‘53,,
that AMirs Alden cume to be a prizoner in the ban

alave-dealers?” -
* Very simply,” replied his father.

- is {
brigantine was col out at Fernaudo I'o by this fel

“Yes, What anxiety T felt while your
tuin."

“ T know you did, my Doy, faid Lin'f:\lli(-r‘. prossing
“Well, after the caplure, Vincent luid up

«Jonely beael, and altered her appearan
this river, which seeina Lo bo his L -':«'lqu“»\'
what I've heard L nilors Fay, t :El“..
this vessel; il was enptured by a cruiser.
tender to the * As S and tho f(_ﬁ!l(‘\]\ .
culting-ont as mersly o - of ;:r~lh:\':"v

AL the same, he'll sweingr [nr'ﬂm“m.l-
Captain Waterton gets hold of hin

. - i3 way liere
* That ia true, Ned. Well, on l\l-:‘\"‘.;"‘ﬁ‘r(,'yrsh

willh a drifting hoat, that was the d

cmmand
aud L ecm
.o doubt, TR

v, “how i
ds of e

Y ou remember bov iy

low Vincels
fato remained B
Hybs=
e * Seabird” {57
and then stoeme
o tend %
piard used t;s 0
1

13 oWl .

e of Wer CT”"}

Vil

A vef fed ©
the €l s

o . \

% o . . g anstion. b
was a young givl insensiblo from exhan \rae WAL

aboard, and after recovering 1"1“.}-]“ ol
Alden.  Of conrse, gl was 1“‘“]l e thes
vesrel sho Liad fallen uto, avd fndin H
oflicer an board, placed hersell un gl
woera on the high neat thepa was a con

1
. Sy g he Spantt
the cruivers on the s(aticn, and ¢ Nt et 7

cnow W
harm either of us then, for Tin h:;‘\‘;t“ e
the ovent of captura if ho did, for
one among his crow who won

HU B i8] Flr
“ Tt sow yon'ee on shore el

wt her B

Rall U

1d {oll tales o S,

Sy feart

et
1'31 s L

uld be e
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2¢. hor parents being dead, and zha without
ved to return to England. Sho ancom-

panipa: but the ahlP was caught in n

211 on board.’

the get into the boat pr

< ler in it, intending to follow with others;

"¢ bhera {he boat away beofore they could euter, and
The boat lived through the storm: but che ‘mush

rished of hunger had she not Lzen piocked up

fmeans 1o keep ber a, prisoner?”
or her, Ned This slaver is zcoundrel

Leerved Edward, after 2 leng pause, during
yiod with painful thoughta.  * The attempt
,if at all. I have noticed that somo of the
so3 perhaps, if I could reach the reof, I could
hua open a passage."”
nz to stand upon to reach the roof; it is nine
a," replied Lieutenant Harringion. “Icculd
erz. it is true; but only one could escape

€73,

C

1t remained for a few minutes buried in thought.
he =mid at last, ““I think you had hetter go.” g
«Net without you, father.” :

“ Y3, without me, my lad.”

Ned!" resurmed Harrington gravely. ‘‘ Both cannot
must. You have most chance of getling
vou must go."”
father.”
peated Harrington frmly.  * Consider,
ol aid me by staying. that's certain, and by
tch help 40 rave Gertrude and me.”
., acd I will stay, since cne must.”
that net do. Iam neither voung ner aclive, and I
rc::"ld not clia Il have to do. You must go, Ned!”
“I tell 3‘0\1{! T ou, sir!"" exelaimed the brave lad.
Cf)'.n':. Ned, dn rnot force me to vse my authority as your
mperxcr.:-ﬁw:r, and erder you to go!™ said the lizutenant with
s ad smile. '
": Are you determined, then?” said the young man.
Quita.” ¢
::1193' I supporz T must go!”
lu:!}tb.ll»tj "r:,z.t ”Bch;v'e me, you can help me far more effec-
o Ak Bk e 1 T B
e F0 can aftacl: the roof.” .
Bl Ll.x: ¥ :;.;man Lrzeed his athletic form, and casily bore
o :x"-kh;.: ‘« ..1 he Iad, who stood on bis broad choulderz, held by
the st of "')ot,"m firm hands of the licutensnt. Jidward found
i th ,Auf_'urnpqs::rl of thin planks, weather-heaten and
\ratten. ¢ing hiz pocket-knife he cul away the wood
plauk, and, baving detached it, passed it to

;’{'}}J!.’i a luna
hia father, The removal of the pl ifi
¢ 12 e ank left i
!(’Ar'?; n ﬂm roof, about two f.r~u€by‘ ou(:!'. an e Mg
_v-;i»:-.“ veu get through 7' asked the lieutenant in a Jow, cautious
= :Ll:ﬁ'. father,” .
Sen go ot ones! We must not delay, { i
o ik ! must slay, for the moon will
’.’PI b:“_“x’- and her light will Letray our movements.”
oFifice a‘rf"ﬂfi{' aaid Ned, pulling his arms through the
Lye, 5;11);1_,,’."’-"‘“3 them on the cutside of the roof. ‘Good-
“Gusd-by .
ug}-'fr {..n}:,',';ii ;_”5' lad, and Ileaven bless you!' murmured the
2 weiolt s .
c;.\‘-_:,,d“ ‘l;zl‘: wai removed from his shoulders, and, looking
wky, wohic, 1?'” fl."’ lithe form of Lis ron outlined against the
hut, + though dork, was lighter than the interior of the
Edward gain
crawl 4, .\‘:“f""’ the roof without difficulty, and started to
Ile kn‘__::‘“h"lc of the bailding.
0 b crny m‘:f: was a sentinel posted at the door of the cabin,
Which made Ny the vear. The roof sloped in thut direction,
decaged a4 1‘-..;“ ‘lat:'-{ tbe more diflicult. The rafters, half-
Vel ang l')[{_"-u:-. did not meon capable of supporting hia
tinia the (;m““ ® or twice the wooil crenked ominouely. Fach
appraher, o, ';_“!""1 cranked Jodward listensd in an ngony of
B settingl "";“': that the sonnd might reach the ears of the
whan ony of 1 ;‘ kad nearly reached the edgo of the roof
0 noaly 1_;,‘,]“:“‘ sands sank through the mouldy wood, and
but (he e .I(‘f off the roof. Tia quickly recovered himself,
e fearad §f "’“l:;{‘i:‘!u(m!ft:‘lu roof to shuke, and for a moment
¥ b s mt to fall in.
couchel thero with bated breath, to his horror Lo

aomeone

heard soit stepa appro
from the othe

anh?
icaing.
the [ the hut,
» 4 ¥ ncise,
I )

.\‘\JII 8 up!” muttered the

. e 7[)19;1, with the calinness o
awaited the appearsnce of thy zan

was wal

{ could only ba th

ipmen,
ne who bes lost Lope, ha

'{lm man appea Edward coul
cotion g rments he wors, and the ¢h
carried in hiz hand, Rem: !
et the shadowr form of th

s -
itently up st the roof. Tdward hea

unintel] and he kncw tha t!
crouchi 1 the =Z°')iné roof. o
, 2 80T 001,
The 1 Lpmar {

expected {o hear 1) r

but he remained "i]t?xnr (t,:-]:c 9, hegro

'ﬁtr(‘;mx{;f of the staff, 7 t’)"tu‘x;h ; I‘(l]:i ong T
iash < > suul, £0 that he could reach the

.!5‘.\ thrust up at him fiereal kL

Lq“"}l‘t‘.. by a rapid change of position. avoided (1
but in doing 20 lost his Lold unor position, avolded {he ]
off. Dow £ st hia Lold upou the sloping

. own he went, alizhiing ¥ £
Rottin , alighiing on the head of

ime to get ot of the wa ’
2t Tig tail ot Pt he way., The thock zer
ar e fell at full length, as well az I3 i
The zoti gth, as well 23 Fdward.
he active reefer was (hs first npon his fost
Nattdared sayage could v on his foet, and before the
pm{mr{ Rk to the certh 2 Edward saztched np hiz gpsar 2nd

A frightful yell burst S it

3 a p riv from the negro asz {he :pea i
pierced his chest, and, writhi AR Ll

W by y sund ik W
g B CX]\Sm!l: , writhing on the ground like a wounded
The .
he cry of the dying sonti
> T3 e dying gontinel was answered by a s
one of the huts, where soma of the slavers w e .’h

e h -] e glavers were carousing.

. zen men rushed towards the = i ;

P aed {ovards the spot, weapon in hand.
‘o ”1“‘?" was about to go {0 the door of the hut, and open it

r-the libers f his fatker: Lt i ! o5 1 v
o b r’mfm of his fatker; Lut Ricardo Leon and a few

er?, suspeeling an attempled eszcape, at D E
e i e el ezeape, at once sped to tho

. nnd a3 Ned steppad towards the door he heard the slaverz
fumbling at the holts, - T

There wag nothi 5r i i
. u””ix :g:egdf:‘n.l Ib;{t flight. ]Hc conld not hopa 4o
cope wilh the ¢ cowd thet was hureying towards hi

; the 2 Al wreying towards him.
bcxzmg “)ff‘ pear which Lad let cut tle life of the m:"rn he
w_rcnc::ed it from tha wound, and started off at s :unoin.th-q
dxx:f‘ctzon of the river, &3 near as he could guess it.

: an, 95 Lhr: prizonersz i3 gone ! shouted Ricardo Leon from
txg 1pter1r1:' of the hut. “Senrch for him cverywhere!”

: fﬂm;rl the zate of the stockade!” sounded the senorcus voica
of ‘t.\e glaver captain. "‘ He cannol have got cutside the pali-
gades, Find him, ond kill him if he resiets!"

Edward heard these wards, and he came {0 an abrupt lLalt.
He, e :u};erf-d that hia father had tcld him that the hub he
had just left was inside the wall of the rlockade. Ile waz, then,
surronnded by the palisides, which had bub one gale, and that
was guarded,

For a moment Iis Lieart sank; but he was too dout-hearted
to give way to puerile despair, and he roused 4ll his courage for
nn“nnde:n'mxr to cut hiz way through the cordon of his foes.

AS tln!“;;'.xl'.s is guarded, retreat is cut off that way."” ho

Tt iz certain that they will b ton many for me ab

out from

reflected.
thaE' exit. Wheat, then, remains? [ must scale the wall, that's

In lezs than a minute he had rencliod the wall. Tt was built
of thick poles, stuck upright in the ground closo together, and
interlaced with strang withes. Tt offored neither hand nor foot
hold. Ydward enw the top lining the sky. It waz about four-
teen fent high. 1e halted almost in despair. It was plain that

e eould not climb the palizades.
The ghouls of the slaver crew ra
and the hunted midshipman saw {ho gleam of the funing Lorches
earried Lither and thither by the coarch-party. At any moment
Tin might be pererived by the autlaws. Each second was precioud,
and yet he stood still. taflled by az insuperablo difficulty. |
{ho wits; as Lhe proverb says, “ Nocemity

ug through the enclosuro,

But danger sharpens
is tho mother of invention.” ) . .

Tho middy, after n long think.” at Inst hit upon an ingenions
expedient for goaling the wall. The gpear ho had taken grum tho
slain gentine]l was Lwelve feet Jonz; the head was an omn:nl'rd
barh, ten or Lwelve inchos in lvngl.h,.umda of goal 'slq'cl. \v!.n:'h
would bend but not break. MThe middy, struck with a brizht
idea, bent the stecl yoint into the shape of n hoole. }t imma:
diately sprang hack, but it did not become quite straight n,z:u‘n.
The motal was good, but it wng not of the beit 1_]ur\l ty, wod lﬂ.o
midehipman at aneo gaw that it would ansv r hiz D'}fl""{ﬂ bx!“
bent it again, and ti-1 il in the shapo Le desired \n.h‘hu] \tt.
Then ho wailed, crouching in tha shadow of the 11».|J|snjloq o
avoid being seen by tho evarchers. Ounen or tmc‘\;{ﬁn # ur-‘r:
passed closa by him.l‘ In}:g h:‘t xvmt;n:nml unseen, 1 in B

i \ rose to make hé n empt.
n”{lf‘l‘nlf‘::lll:uil:nz the belt, he [nun(l that the sleol was ﬁr‘
ju thoe ehapw he had made it. and ho was now iu pods

i handle cloven foet in Jength. ) i
* llj?n(:ll»‘k::éh‘.ﬁc bcx‘\t stoel over the top of (Lo pelisades, Lo pro-

mlv Gead
ossion of
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ared to climb the slaff. To a landsman this would have been
a difkeult and dungernus feat; but to a seaman, uzed to per.zm'l-
bulat’uz the ropes and yards of a vessal, it was merely child’s
play. Hand over hand the agile middy clambered up the pole,
end & minute sufficed for him to reach the summit of the
barricade,

Sitting astride of tha wall, which was only of the thicknees of
the vprht pules shout six inches the voung wan drew up the
spear-shaft, and, hooking it upen the ather eide of the palisade,
elid dowsn it to the oy .

But hie was not deainad to get away casily, in spite of the
Fuceeselnl ercalodn of the stockade wall. Some of the slavers
had s=on him oo top af the barrier, wnd Caplain Vincent
mmediately desputelicd Ricarde Leon, with eaveral others, to
intereept L,

Sl Tolding Lis spear, Ydward eped away in the direcijon
of the Salvas, whio.e Loursa murmur ba could hear elose at
hand. A it rug brought Lim g the bank, He glanced
rourd. in the Jiope of finding u out, and, to Ly joy, perecived
a ruzxll canoe attarhed to 1 gree an the beach. T'o cut the
eard. rpring futo the boat, and push out into the middle of
the tiver took Harcveton a second or %o, and ay the yelling
mob of Vuvers came dacliing down to the hank of the river, the
midshipnan flosted Howly down the stream,

CHAPTER VI,

THROUGH FLOOD AND 1IRE,
As the slavers perceived that the daring middy had for the
moment eluded their vindictivo fury, o shout of rage aroso
from the dicorderly mob,
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Wy d

wn he went, alighting on
- the head of the black.

.oy " Ahoy, thy, +u :; :f'ﬂlt‘ll
h!')_vlfr r.'ql,‘,r. n. ]‘r (q
D Do you hear? 4

0 I{w.'x
> Ay, ay, caplajy i
shout Trom ) o de

And o entte oenla e

The zond to]] [y g
ehip was Letwon, him '-‘d
Lo renlizn.d that ha Would

_/1 versel 4o reach (he by 2els
< s 4 waann
: [ lay o paddle iy the Y.,

Tho midshipraan s
away down the y

nesa was so think
wo yarda in ad
voyagoe extr
him from the bollets of tlha oy Ly
wero now blazing away acTos (hy L8
;]tream}; in t.‘!mI hope «? h"uiﬂ&‘.‘ce?g;‘;‘
Yy @ chance shot.
The zound of Ned's padde en
eara of romo of the ruffiang, 3
dozen balls whizzed by him in drages
proximity to his persan, Tie 'J“-“
ceated paddling, and merely g 3
addle to sleor the haat, trusting tg b
“gluggish current to-take him dom &
Salvae. He heard the sound of oy
the slaver's boat rowed hither and thity
in the gloom in zearch of him, wit &
men in 1t holding lighted torches—epe
the bow and one in the stern.

““ They are bound to sce me," (ke
shipman thought. ** I must pas thebay
and the ship to reach t}':'a sea, and it
like running a gauntlet, W

He did not, however, cease to b7
Silently the canoe glided df_m‘rz the ;\';"

All at once a dark, tmve{ma' ‘dl—'-" k
lomed nup in front of the .‘"‘F*h' ““;J. e
a rapid twist of the paddie ’l‘\‘ | e
from colliding wlil}j. “L:IU bul‘lltf;fr‘w"’m;

ine. Tho gl\hi,x in the wi £ o ="
g:emc deck of the sln\.'ufl;l;'-';‘“i'fu %A
lead plumped into the “u1 o i
the Jiquil was eplashe

arly swampuiy LS
?:rmi)dnb]e missile \; ]ﬂf
scalttered ‘mu.sl‘:cbh | around the et

tho dark watersall b
to : 5a paddle wid 8

© Bdward wielded Bs jurd the hol&
strokes, etriving to get {1‘ o vesitl
igantine, to pass e L5 ke g
the briganty o attracted by X g
Tho hoat's vr;‘.?‘,, A nzringte®
. ilé +ship, and
roar, were returning to the side ”{_l‘ly‘;“‘;.k,"' - Y
himself in imminent danger of reEIREE L o p g e
" As a last Tesoured. if]n;cr_\'th;’;‘-]f‘:;h't' hia covragee®s
er and try a swin,” Edward thoughty BLOEE 0
;:ﬂizil;lgnto n?oeh the peril which Lnnv';‘t‘:ll:-l" Saabindy :".‘d
ITe had now reached the itern ”“Jr:“ a doren n\‘---:; ) up?
passing beneath the cabin windows, leadly fusillade
thrust out of the openings, and “1‘,‘!; ? oy o B8
him. Startlad, ho dropped his P"‘r"-‘;n;' the eolid }I'l“ aud t
The boat, unguided, cr:mhc;.l t‘l};,J‘ Wheht ekl ifu.hf
ehip and capsized. Over wen

ater
2 e into the wateis 7
midshipman was precipitated inte oub his hands i

nely

hd i
wd by

e

which plai™ =

above the surface again, he t'hr;::ucrﬂ closed 0t 4 ¢ |
grasp rome support, and his I's eide bs

ad Dbeen left (hmg]i.ug over thl; vesse "
their hurry of lowering the boat. thought Mis?
A« he gripped the cord, o daring &
mind of the young roofgr. id ge “b“‘"r‘-l.- 4
It ‘stevek him that if he cou ()IN.'L‘:‘l hil"""““‘:
unol ferved, ho would be :\MO’U:‘:':_NL and (hi’h.
there until thy wearch had r.:u;l;d fo woul T (4F
would being him to tho shors, nor did the ¥
of reaching the frigate. No i““’
than ha acted upon the thoug L{-hl‘d a o
In the half of a sceond ho f“i‘h“ rape o i i
noigelesely climbed, drawing l": river. 110 o use
betray his way of leaving the Jfortable,
cabin of Captain Vincent—a ﬁ"l"~.~r EETL—
ment, lighted by o pwinging # ‘I tha midehiP
The apartment was vacant, 8y f50 0 Tof ¢ ﬂ
Lok round and determine upo i UNUER
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{hat at any moment someono might enfer and discover him
and Bo quickly decided what to do. e

The porthales of the cabin were drapad with erimson curtains,
as also were the walls of the lumrm}ls cahin, to exclude obecr-
Tation and to cover the bare boards.  Tha room rather resombled

]

a fashionablo xalon t:H.m the .('a'oiu of a elaver brigantine. The
floor Was covered with a thick earpet, on which were to be
gen the marks made by the middy’s wet beots and dripping
g;mcnts.

Standing on 1
slion] d‘grs, t%fofather’s

young
middy b s
at thz %z,;‘an hacking

SMUGGLER'S FLAG.”
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These, however, were hidden By 1ho eurtaing wlieh Tee o
the ortholo, and Tidward, ulmgrvinq(tl:;\t nxK .l\.‘l-“-]“}l';‘.. B
tho interior of the cabin ho would leave (‘Oit~ﬂi"1‘l‘1"liA
of his visit, decided to remain whero he was, enncealed hehind
the heavy arimeon eurtain. RS

Maving arrived 2t this conzlusion, the midship
carpet, wilh his knees drawn up to Lis chin
eoveloped by the hangings. In Lis right hand he #till Leld the
paddle belonging to the wreeked canoe. e had prezarved it, in

- s CA6e ho zhould be zttacked, it Leing Lia
ouly weapon, and thongh not a TeTY
efficient ona, rtill Ixtiter than nothing,
e had rat in this position for about a
qluart.er of an hour, n he decided
that it was time to muke a move.

Tlio #houta of the cearchers hod gradi-
ally died away; the boat Lol Leey found
bottom ur. and the elave-lraders wera
fatisfied that the middy had perished ia
the muddy waters of the S:

All tho uproar cansd by the

an sl en tlhe
complelaly

~=

G

4 s ) isuh';idr‘*(_{. aud yrgung _Han'il
r tiniys he could now retreat from hi
....~ 5&’?}) anfety.
- # Te was fotigued with remnai
crouching attitude, and wos bogin
get cramped.  ITe rose with th 1
of repassing through the port-hole, when
he heard stops outside the door of the
cabin, and a {mnd en the lock: it was o
late for retreat. He had just time to
sink ‘down again into Lis hiding-place,
| " when the dcor was thrown open, and

Captain Vinceut and Ricirdo Leon eun-
tered the calin,

Through a narrow opening in the cur-
tains the hidden youth saw the two offi-

o cers of the ** Seabird,” and he realised
I that his slay in the brigantine would be
indefinitely prolonged by the presence of

the slavers.

The slaver caplain seated himzelf at a
table, whila the lieutenant remained
standing, appareatly waiting for uvrders
from his superior. ‘

“Leon," said the caplain, ** Yeou have
kept the prisoner on board, have you
not?”

‘*“The big eailor, you mean?t"

“ ‘V“s."

**Yes, T've put him in the hold.”

*“Is ke in irons?”

“No; but he is securely hound.”

’ *Send him in here. You can free his
lega; but let his hands remsin tied, for
] he is a hot-headed Briton, and may be-
| come awlkward if we leave it in Lis power

t to ba gn,”
( “Yery well, coplain,” aud the lieu-

tenant loft the cabin,  Tdward 1larring-
ton had heard every woed of the fore-
going dialopnie, and he yuessed that the
“big sailor” alluded to was no other
than Maleolm Donnel, {he tall native of
the Western Trlands, who liad been taken
prisoner by thoe slave-tradors on the deck
of the “* Scabird,” after the fight,
Ho was right, for ju o few minunlea
Rieardo Leon and Carlos enlered, with
“ the big seaman walking Detvieen them,
towering u head above them, though
peither of them wern smull men. Rod-
rigo Viucent pointed to a scat, wheee the
two guards placad the prisoner, who sat
down with adinicablo enoluese
“You can go," said e slwverclier,
addressing his subordinates, who al onee
quitted tha calin, Jeaving hiv alone with
the Scot, exeent for the prosence of the

concealod midshipman of the ** Aspasin.”
Captain Vineent sat with Lis haek towards

Bdward, and e coxwain sat facing him,
g ot tha young reefer could oo tha
Jionest, thiclkdy Loaded face of the hroad-
shonldered soanian,

“ My man,” began Vineent, *do you

kuow who I am?"”

'lI,J ; “Tho commandor of i vessel, T
=M reckon.”

* That is ro.

I bavo n proposition to



- _—
10 THE
e, you wi ink fit to
1 i vou aro wise, you will think
Lo to you, which, if you ! )
gake to you,
Aci.:.i‘l;kn it," was the l:uuu:?c.rf_\jnindcr. .
L I wish you to join my €Tew.

ing elsaf X o T odiEl
' { ' d of geaman L roquire;

"U“ i é‘lxlh~<J:|h'lllxli‘ullnvv“m' of the *Saalnrd,” you
i r namo 0 ¥ 2 4

i Bl 9 B g & at in the way of wages. You

T '
\nything to grumble v .
2 ; "4 shara in the profite of the voyage.

aba'n'l have &
¢ & :‘ HA Se i S0 .
to turn elaver?"’ queried the Seotlish.scaman

ovill, morcover, hn
“You want me

iy .
m]'l:"ll"‘h'ﬂf; it; you ehall lose nothing by it, ba
“« Oh, I've no doubt I ehould get money by it;

ssured.””
but wlhat about

= Your soul I" ejaculated the Spaniard, in astonishment at the
smexpected quaation, staring at t{m coxswain blankly.
“Yes. What is to beceme of that? All the money you can
iva ma won't savo it.”
g"*ﬁﬁl;h;;(['? ; I"m“(.lmllking about you, not about theology.” )
@ And T am thinking about the hereafter!” replied the sailor,
ng ol his tempter.  “* All the blood-mency you can offer
ou't buy 1oy conrcience; I prefer to keep my soul pure,
¥ o of life."”
.o remarkable in a member of a elasg of men
Yidward Harrington felt a thrill of ad-
-minded, was furious al being so

ma WO
eron at the ex)
At these words,
zeoted for thoughtlessnes
anirstion.  Vincent, ditl
<oally refused by a man who was at hiz merey. -
« Apzwer mo!” ho eried. " Will you join my vessel or nob?
“1 begr to be excused,” replicd the Britieh seaman tranguilly.
“TFor the lust time!" exclaimed the Spaniard, drawing a
pistal from his belt, and levalling it at the breast of the sailor.
1 refuze!” replied Dounel, looking st the villain unflinch-

s
ingly.

S

e

e

Then die!" cried the enraged slaver. And he was about to
srozs the {ripger, when he fell a stunning Dlow oa his head, and
ho rolled eff his chair and lay on the carpet, stretched at full
length, quite insensible,

Ldwrard, thoughtles: and careless of the eonzequences of his
act, had ruzhied forward and dealt the blow, just in time to save
Donuel's life.  The sailer flarted up in surprise, while Edward,
dropping the paddle, with which he had dealt the blow, and
which had bean hroken by the eoncussion, stooped over the slaver
to make pure that hiz insensibility was penuine,

A glanea eliowed the middy that the Spaniard was indeed
stunned ) indeed, he thought it probable that the injured man
would never wake again,

v You heve!™ exclaimed Donnel.

“I thought you were dead,

tir.

80 did this raseally elaver,” replied Ned.
am alive, Donnel,
will discover us.”

“ My feot are tied, sir.”

.]'.uv. ard taok Vincent's cuilase, and severed the bonds of the
eailor,

* Wa shall have to swim,” ho said.
taked, wo had Lezt arm ourselves.
Lorrow this follow's dagger. 1 h
iucher of i, and put him

“ But, you see, I
Jut we muct get out of this, or his men

“But as we may be at-
Take this cutlass, and I'll
, 1 have a mind to give him six
him while Le's helple l‘;:,SL dm"gﬂ?‘m‘hm“; et L

L '8 pless, ovyeve cracs i
last himn aoma time.  Cone .':lu‘:xgl',;’ ASSRk o the mutwill

A we to dive out of the port-hole, gir?"

# the way T eame in.”

. \'. ».”- a vope, then '

oy U5 thee'an rope, which wa shall slide down,”

The two men did g without dillicul in
under the -lm_lm‘ﬁ of the “ Sealird’s " ]gi.g??lgrm;? -

Al we swim down the river, or to tho land 7" whiepered

river,

‘% {., the Jand.”
" Would it et by quicker {o-—"
‘No, for Uhie Soodtide is ovoming in
gatnet that t reach (he :mt:m."
, I forgot that "
Shed they swam (o the bank i
A fish ) e bank, and, wad -
, y-lzl,:‘. mud, they achied tho dr;" land l:)rt‘:;gnlmp'e d}’;«;}p
t ru.;i th.-r‘- recodiles or hipponofami i il
it routh Lapl of U river,” remarked Iidward

P he waloy (o m =) , 1
hark ! \‘-'lml'ul ",:",.’.!'.;"' to get to thy Atlantie,"”

st "
¢ 'I‘I‘...l' .”wjn_;_ln loud cry ‘\y)vivh came from the elave ship,
ot h‘; Illl\‘;‘.v;grt]"} v..x{;por has beor disonverad,” m{i'd Bd.
st Yo lor these rageals will voon Lo upon our
“They're upon it aliady i
) 3 Aleady, Mr, Harringtlon,' return
,rl‘.ﬁ-:)n ll,,-( :‘.";-n:’:-n}mh"' Ahe sound of u:nrs:«lvl?'lh:‘r‘il\":’r:"d Do,
Hida e thn Tupitives roshied thye o hioket. i
culonp at tha groatest fpeed the ::’(':'tht"'\,;l;lt:]l‘o:’ k:‘f" !p‘:mllﬂg
9 A

and we gliould have to

. Bilent an §
inthick

thrasel mud and mire
J : . ool and bog, they went gt 0

ns.\*.’ ‘l'ln" 1oon oSt far bakind w1 sight wnd round of ) . -]'"1 g
Wi wo are iafo now (" ey i

panted Kidward, tluckening pace
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when they were about 4 milo from the Lpjwar: ;
o near the sea now." 10 b”hdnlmo, Ty
“Yos, rir,”" angwerod Donnel. Ty

r
nh) moe, -

and then we can see our way.  Wo raust by Ci::':'-';ll ~

The two toen proceeded ab 2 more modoraty 0 thg g
minutes later the moon's while rays Muminateg ‘ Daco, oy e
and they snw the placo whera the Sulvas mﬁorl ‘;;”’d anq
snto the ocean, the extensivo heet of bright yrata a,}’."‘l” oA
the lunar beams, i ; or ‘h’“'“‘*lia

And lees than half a mile from them floateq
pight of which caused both to uttor {’j:\C“]Jﬁnn: 2;{"3(9 Oh}:‘*. By

“Tho * Aspasin'! The * Aspasia’|" 103,

CHAPTER VIL
CAPTAIN VINCENT'S RESOLVE-FACE :
WIT DEATIE  OE TO R

The injury done to Caplain Vineent, nnd the esca
had lr-mf discovered on beard the © Seabird \rcrv%‘z,ﬁﬁ;“:‘&
the departure of the two Englishmen. ) >

Ricardo Leon, curious to know what his commander could
havo to say to the Brilish szilor, had remained near the oabiy
door, and after a while the silence in the room had caused big
surprise, and he tapped discreetly at the door. ivieg 1
answer, he venlured to enter, and w23 amazed to find thy
Spaniard stretched on the carpet insensible, and the Seotih
seaman gone. The lieutenant immediately gave the alarm; asd
search was made for Donnel, which was kept up for an hour with.
fuUCCess.

The captain lay for two hours in a comatose state, causd by
tho terrific thump he had received, and when he at last recoverd
his senzes, he remained dazed and helpless for an hour, Carley
who was an experienced old scaman, and knew a little of roogh.
aud-ready surgery, examined Niis wound, and pronounced that 20
damags was done to the skull, beyoend a contusion. )

Vineent heard this with satisfaction, for he had feared tbat ks
skull was fracturad, and, knowing that his pain would pass awr

gAr : hid  blow
in time, he endurad the terrible headache caused by the h v
with ei’cmplnrv fortitude, consoling himself for bis sufferivs

: ; ake. Ricardy

by the thought of the vengeance he meant to '{
who was devouring with cunosxjy to lknuw‘} l:f:{‘
chanced, questioned the Spaniard on the subjeet. .
“T was going to kill the prisoner,” Vmcuit to_ld Iu:;ls," whe
1 felt a frightful crash on my head, and I Jost my senscs.
“But who hit you?"" . v
“ Semenone who was hidden in the eabin. M—
“Bul thers was ne one here when Carlos :md} we
“No one except the prisoner,” confirraed Car‘(;? - through
“Ib was thal accursed reefer!” ground out Vin
his teeth.
*“Not Harrington "
“Yeos, Harringlon!" 3
-0 must bare bee
'

the affair hed

“But he is dead!” ) PO

“We Lhought so, but we were mistaken; v
I can guess it all casily. ’Tis simple c:nopgh-l m :

“Hanged if I can seo it, then, if it is aimple 1 “Cnnty“f

“You always were a fool I” was the pelite {eg\,);“ oo T, _“!w
sce that broken paddle on the floor? Il was ]tl:n of the frig*
That piddle belongs to the canoa the midghipmd

stole,” ~ B -
“That’s proof,” said old Carlos. hanging outsid? 05
“Proof positive. Besides, there's a T?::sidc- You 28

porthole, and wet marks on the carpe
”

0
coul'd L
“T admire his pluck,” Ricardo rcm:\ﬂ;"-‘l}{ 1::.?;{.1:‘35!“’7‘ ovel
guessed ho would daro {o vonlure aboard t ew Wwo £ ould ¢
h“ 'll:lmtis wliere his wit comes in. H;" {‘?-e )
think of looking for him in our own vessel. = . L ge
“ True, \\"(-,Fl, he has got off, and s0 hnsl}g"lfcﬁls;n. “"',,l:.x'-f‘
“ But his father, and 5\9 girl he called i ile, TV
hauds!" the Spaniard replied, with a sinister 8t
him through thom."” . an
“"E’llmt}:vill vou do Lo lborr}. captain
Cill them " was the reply. . pon.
“Tha girl, too, captain?" asked n-'mu(}(i'(t{:g. an
“Both. Now leavo mo; my head i3 sp
aptain Vi

grwet

try to got a little oleop.” . accat?’ )
" %lil\llll llvnll you in the morning, C
ALl daybreak." " s bl
Tho «laver captain throw himself np(;‘n his bt
guhordinales left him, and went on dt;_('”-m !nids?lil

"
k, and te
atief

s ™

“Duan't yon think there’s danger of o Carlthy g ot
: L & " ree A s
lh?l frigalo up the river, Senor Leon :!,0“:;1:::";“ I “|Il:"" itb

Yen, Carlos, 1 do, and if T were
il for hie crook le talks about, w
Papajo River, snd gives us a passage

" That's imposaible, senor.”’

“ And for what rearon "’

"""T'he creck lezding from the
open." :

Lich eoman

to the oceat.

Ly
3 o -
L
11'1,"

ER

Qalvas to the »
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oeds from up-couniry that render tho ereek
+ if you could get o long beat through the

g N fernal llduck1”
in Vineont expected it .
1 Ha kpew the creek would net give us a parsage ont

Ahat!
c{u“_;n\-r.' . Xd 2ok bnn -nv~t"
W1l. knew it wonld not De open Fel. .
.: I_\I;\dk'\fhen will the fnods come that opan thiz confounded
And 1

() )

e Ina week v?' B 3
« But in a week we ma ! )
«Tnat's possitle,’ returned the fupe
f course, the senor capitan d}d not co

: ¢ this English ship.

perhaps lezs, perhaps more,
+ be all in gaol at Sierra Leone,”
rturbable Carles. ' But,
apon the inopportune
neimaaoe of o Uk a week or more
Y Javes aboard, and then we could escape. 8o long aa
hman stays at the mouth of the river, we can goap
our &ngere at him, but— 2 "

“ Byt if he comes up Lhe river we ate lost. i

« Pechaps not.  Arnother boat attack need not frighten us.”

“ 1t is not that 1 dread. I know the frigate, with a ekilful
captain, could zet over the cand-bar at the mouth of the Salvas,
and, ence in Ln}r: nver.”th«: water i3 deep ¢nough to carry her

aT 28 OUT anchorage.
‘Stff";'mz'g trua ‘mgue if she comes in right we ecan warp the
brigantine a little further up the river.”

“The water is too shellow further up to earry us out of reach
of her gune.”" replied Ricardo Leon gloomily.

“ AL the worsl, we can abardon the ship and take to the

2e."
we‘c"ﬁxat’r hetter than being taken prizonerr, it's true; but I'vo
zo ambition to becore a wild man of the woodea."

. let us hope the frizate won't get into the river,” zaid

ophical Carles, 23 he went to hiz hammock. Ricardo

Leon frilowed his example, filled with gloomy forebodings. He

was nct % brave man, and the prospeet of having to fare o force

of British hlnajsckets in deadly eonfliet was by no means pleasant
to him.

The night paseed uneventfully aboard the * Seabird," hut at
the firet peep of dawn the selavers were all astir. The early
Leamns of the rizing fun wed them a sight which filled the
stoutest with apprehension.  Up the river, with slow and
majestiv motion, came the ““Arpasia,’’ with sails sef, and guna
run out for action.  Slowly and eteadily the hugs veszel came on,
tureading her way with cautious skill threugh the 3 of the
nivar,

(‘aptain Redrigo Vincent came upon deck immediately the
ship rame into view. The elaver was pale with rage.

“Pring the prisoper Harrington here!” he cried.*

“ Shall I feich him from the stockade, eaptain?”

" Yez, but stey, wait a moment,” added the captain thought-
fully. ' Shall we have the lieutenant or his nicee 1
you going to do, captain?” azked Ricardo Leon.

n them with death unless the frigate departs.”
“The Englith commander will laugh at such a device,”
“AWWill ke Do you think be'll see Lis officer hanged before his

eyen?”

“ Rather than nol capture us, yea."

:: It rvl\uv he s, lmt"i,t"n worth trying. Fetch the priconer.”

And th

» penorita
“ Na, I'll rezerve her for another emergency which T foresen."
In five mimtes Lieutenant Harrington was brenght from his

sriaon in the stockade to the deck of the outlaw brigantine.

To war a trifie pale, Lub quite calm aid firm, and ready for what-
ever might happei. A flush of pleasure overrpread his face
whan he eanght right of the ** Aspasia.”

“No deubt you think yeur deliverance is at hand!” eneered
tha Bpaniard, noticing the prizoner’s expression. “ But you aro
mirtalen.  1f that versel, which you are so glad to see, does not
r'fhlr{f”w the gulf, you will swing at the yardarm of this
Vers ’

" You dare neot commit such an outrage in eight of the
eruicer?! cried the officer, surpriced and augered.

" Yousboll pee what T dare do! Men, rig a running howline!”

In fize minuves Harringlon rood on the deck Leneath the arm
of the maiuyard, with a nooso ronnd his neck, the rope being
pared aver the yard above, and the looss end gracped Ly half a
dozen davers, .

o When T yive the word, hnul away!" eried the daver captain.
Tf that eruier opens firo he dies!'

—

CHAPTER VIII.
APOARD THE ' ASPASIA"—THE DEFTANCE.
nd}l Fdward and the wailor were overjoved to set aves upon
tha frigate aneo again. Thoy wera now mafe, and could hope to

be zhla to return with aid to the prironers left in tho handa of tho
tlavers,
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*“Yes, sir; hui C threatened to tale his life
because he would not come to you with a fulie report.”

“I do not think you need to fear for him, my iad; the slaver
would Lardly dare to harm him wlile we are 80 near.”

% Vincent savs there is another passage by which he can regain
the tea, instead of returning down the Salvas, sir,” the midship-
man said. ’

*Indeed!" the captain exclaimed. * Thea there ie ro time to
be lest.  Did vou observe the river, Mr. Harrington, while you
were en it; in shert, do vou think the water will be deep encug
to enable us to iake the frigate np the river, to atlack ths
elaver in his retreat?”

“Yeg, sir, if you take advantage of the present flocd-tide to
get over the raud-baiks.”

“Very well, Mr. Harringten. - You may go to the surgeen
now, and let bim lock at thal cut on your kead.”

Edward mada his bow, and retired, glad encugh to seck his
hammoek, for he was worn out with fatigue. The ship's surgeen
pronousced the wound on the middy's head merely 2 scrateh, and
bound it up. Ned, althcugh terribly anxicus about his father
and eonzin, fell into a deep eleep immediaielr he goi into his
hammaock, and did not wake till long afier dawn. the caplain
having considerately given crders that he was not to be called
up for dnty.

On rizing in the morning, he was as:ailed by his fellow-reofers,
who wanted to knosw all the particulars of hiz advertures up tho
river.

“ Depand upon it, Ned, we'll hava your dad here before noon,”
eaid Tom Williams, when Edward had obligingly fnished Bis
recital.  *“ We are already a mile up the river.”

“What! Haove we passcd the eand-bnr?”

“Rather. We went over it at high-tide by moculight, while
you were enoring away like a tracticu-engine.”

Jidward hastened on deck, and to his delight found that the
“ Aepagia " was sailing between the green, mangrove lined banks
of the Salvaa.

“ And there's the glaver!”” exclaimed Tom Williamz, who waa
the first to dictinguish the brigantina through the foliage that
almozet hid her from view.

“ Harrington,” called out Lieutenant Halyard at this moment.

“The captain wants you, lucky dog that vou are,” whispered
Tom.

Edward hastened o obey the summons.

“Warringlon,” said Captain Waterton, * give me a decerip.
tion of the slaver's stockade, as well ag you ean remember it.”

Edward did =o.

“The gata faces the river, you say?"’

" Vs, rir, abont ten yards from tho bank.”

“How many wmen did you see in the fort?" continued ke
o:zptnin. " )

‘In the dark T conld net ree much, sir; but I think then
must havo been fevs thun Gfty.”

* And how many ahoard the brigantine?”

* About forty, sir.” .
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@ Hmaphs Thal will do.”
Fdward touched his cap, and ret
qu;n".-r\h-v';. The caplain remane
th:‘xt\lll'(.‘ F:I‘ll:(\‘l;';n'.l. you will take the two cutlers, and convey
sovenlsy men Lo the shure. Send the boats back when you are
Innded. and with your men approach thoe stockade. 1Jo not leb
the slavers obhzerve your movements,
“CAnything else, sir?™

Anyll 3
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ack ] caplure the building. .
ﬂ}‘l}h 5 o szlnll:lcd and «h‘pnrx%\d. When Halyard and his men
vere Jinded, and the hoats were again swung up lo the davits,
the captain ovdered the drummer Lo beab to quarters, and tho
fricate was prepared for setion.

By this time they were clogo
A r could see the group
in Walerton's brow d
igneminous situation, with
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“What do you want?"

Taking

came ihe defiant answer of Rodrigo
K

Vincent.
“Surronder, or I'll blow you out of tho water!"
“Jire a single shot, amd this man swings at {he yardarm "
answer. T'he sailors looked

There was a long panse after this g
at each other in silence, wondering what the * old man '’ would
do. The captain looked thoughtful and savage. Vincent was
determined to carry out lis sentence: TIarrington knew it, but
ho did not shrink from lis fate. Heo stood erect and calm,
awaiting death with Leroic fortitude. The silence beeame pain-
ful; it was at last broken by Harrington himself.

CHAFTER IX.
THE DILEMMA THE CONFLICT AND THE CATTURE
—CONCLUSION.

Gertrude Alden, after being taken from the hut in which the
two cfficers were imprisoned, was carried aboard the brigantine.
Rodrigo Vincent, with the ider of turning to account the
chivalrous feelings of the Iinglish commander, had ordered her
to e br A %)t ou.deck, and she now stood near her relative,
n‘lmmt fainting with anguish, her einking form supported by
Carlos and Ricardo Leon. Her eyes turned upou Harrington
as he_beg:xrsx tn :’-'})cnl:. and then entreatingly upon the face of the
merciless Spaniard.

. *“Captain Waterton," said Harrington in a firm voice, speak-
ing rapidly to preveut the elaver captain interrupting him, *‘ you
]'i‘::-e llxe;fr;{ what this scoundrel threatens. Do not regard him.
z \{:-ilsl ."l'V;u-:hlp is at your mercy. Take it, let iny fate be what
This specch, worthy of a Regul i i
N gulus, made a deep impressio
upon all the listencra. The bluoj;\ck;‘ts aboard thuI - Ars?pasin "
]gazl:ddnt the gallant cfficer with admiration, and even the slavers
r:;?ﬂ‘x‘t. uneasily at their commander. But the Spaniard did not

* Captain Vincent,” eaid Waterton, “‘if
andion Blighe g , 1 you surrgudcr, you
;nto )n(x‘;“-h.::\:l‘:g 1all go free, if the prisoners are delivered safe

‘: ;\nd w}x;\t of my ship?”.

‘Tt must be given up to me.”
:: T refuse!” !
Then,” resumed the English captain, it i
e aptain, *fit 3 -
tack you. Your vessel must be ca’i)lur(;d. I;Sy,:zv ﬁ;'gnto':ut
risoners you ghall hang at this yardarm when you are t }k 'r
mu:ﬁl'ﬁfo{? ;,iuu commit this crime consider! You cnrnnntnhtfj;lc;
surre:i:j:sz:’? y tesist; you know that. Then be advised, and

* Never!" eri i 1
ﬁgh:ing!" cried the glaver captain, “ I'll live free, or I'll dia

I“ Men, to
solved.

T'he reamen went to thei 1 i i
that the captain could nec:é' (al:‘]tlrr:tc{;zggx‘s;'tlzo?lr:?\);\ S'lllmll(‘e:} Uiag it
(}:e"!:;t was not pleasant to see their officer unériﬁ‘czd‘?mflggu ‘I(lncl?;

Edward Harrington had lis :
silanoe, his binpd lmilingl \‘viuln. 'frlx‘sgrml'ihe debate in impatient
in hand upon the deck of the "'So"'\hi‘l.'d % '91]]()“:12‘1‘1l o rux-:_]n yward
alone restrained him from rome ':‘ldvuntu.rnul: n‘a'-“ o s
"11‘*‘ g':(ln”;!" ll]“(l the grirl he had already Jonrned l:‘:";c‘::(_t“ yeseus

Stay ! shouted Captsin Vinee ¥ Tomilio: 8 LG
mander turned 1o order his muu"!f")l L:n:\:"‘;k:('o. ;}ln:‘panm "!' S
tb.“; '“—"‘"""'-""‘ ~utay, listen to mo for a muu;unt '"uﬁnml ¢ upog

What have you to kay #** neked the British captain pausi

All eyes were fixed upon the dark, savage f}\lt'.-l u; ll;“w“{“.'
(cxng,lc:un (x]n ‘he gpole, and no ono noticed Edward ﬁ]ip m::']n:ldt\l?:

eck and drop into the river through a lowe
I 5 y tholo T
young man war determined to make n de oM y o
ve Li ATt i csperato effort to pre-
gerve Lis father's life; the rvnewed delay gave him timo to tr;'.

your posts!” cried Captain Waterlon, pale but re-
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Vincent's answer to Lhis was a sign to Rigrg ;
ardo Je

a pistol, and placed the muzzle to the |
maiden. 4 to the breat of
“Tlelp me! Help!” shricked tha terrified ois

“You gee!”

tain if you per,
both shall ba giv
die! Choosz2!”

Captain Waterton was a humare, kindliea
was an experienced officer.  Ie kuew he cou
duty Lo save the unfortunate victims of the sl
was imperative that the " Saabicd " shonld Le t
a hard stn:gglu to resign the (wo less ‘(‘Jp(] pet
death. Iarringten's case would not bz so hard. He
a martyr l.o'his_ duty: but thar Gertrude should
quarrel which did nat concera her—an innocent vice
slave-dealer's barbarity—wus Lerrible,  But Walerton e
take onz course, and le took it

“Yeur threats avail you nothing,”
cisively. **The * Seabird ' iz my prize: 'tis my dut
and it shall be taken. Il these priseners if you dare
expiate the crime on the gallows. Helmsman, lay her
Boarders, follow me!”

_ A turn of the heim hrought the frigate alongside of the bz
tine, and from the decks of the huge vessel, the beardizgp
led by Captain Waterten in persen, rushed to assail tha s
Before this could be completed, the Spaniard yelivd:

“ Death! Death to the priscners!”

The kangmen began to tuy at the rope, which was o
Harrington up to the yardarm, and Ricardo Leo
pistol totarry out the demouize order of his ¢
juncture an active form sprang up from the it
loud report rang cut, and Ricardo Leon u
staggered back, pressing both hands to his chest, w2
bullet hiad taken effect. Before the slavers could rees
thoir surprise at this sudden and unexpected attacs. !
shipman fired his second pistol into the groun of
held the rope that encireled the neck of his fathe

Ono fell, mortally wounded, and the rest. in t
released the rope, and Farrington, whos2
deck, fell fiat on tho planks, unharmed. ' !
the gallant lad rushed forward; his arm <:m:u‘l"

wuted Vincent exultantly,
Return to the sea i
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Gertrude, and ho stood over the fallen licutensst,
The English sailors now (42

? o

furious slavers dauutle &
ing over the bulwarks, n cutlnsses and pistess
and, sesing the middy alens in the midst of the slaver
gave a cheer and rushed to his aid. o

“Cut him down ! roared the slaver captail
with ruge; “and slay the prisoners— Lill them, [ s

“Seoundrel " eried Captain Waterton, interpy
botwoon Edward and the Spaniard. Face & :n.:.n.'
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lishman’s. .
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A sanrea of tha slavers was crushed.  Redrigo
fore tho funicti® ::':ktz"a\:t(‘fc(llhh:}z:‘:\.th the sword of the British
Vipoest Sphting ot o ament Carles went down with Id-
: e sailors drove the diserganised
=lo, whera the survivers, after the
n;\:_l 34 dize .
d the prizeners saved, though
Captain Waterton, after the

he same LI
Wi heart.

e -
+ valuable live

e o andy i‘,l\v ard for irazo and cleverness, and the
b, :\: had expected n rep nand for leaving the quarter-
T the * Aspacia " without orders, was hoth relieved and
“% 4. Dut what made him most ]mpp_\' was the grip of the
L ‘rl wiﬁch his father gave him, and the sweet words of Gertrude

\id 0. . . » ® . »
re of the brigantine, the *‘ Aepasia’’ headed
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for Sierra Teone, where the prize was delivered into (he hands

of the anthorities.

There Gertrude left the frigate, to the great rorrow of both
Edward and herself.  But their parting was not {or long. 'The
young lady procecded to England, and shortly afterwards tho
* Aepasia "’ was ordered home. Arriving at Portsmouth, our
hero found, to his delight, that his exploits in West. Africa had
procured him a lieutenancy, and that his father had been pro-
moted 1o the rank of commander. He at once haslened to visit
Gertrude, and, finding her everjoyed to soo him again, told her
his love, aud asked her a certain question,  What her answer was
may bo gathored from the fact that before long the youny lieu-
tenant beeame a benedict, aud his Jifo's Ivartncr was the beautiful
girl be had rescued from the clutches of the slaver captain.

TNL END.

After ths captu

You can begin this Story now by reading this.
This ie the story of Frank Farleizh, a boy who has been

brought up to believe L If the son of a simple fisherman.
He saves the life of Captain Wilfrid Curzon, commander of the
*“ Fearless,"" and Coptain (urzon promices to make him 2 middy
on his vessel. This promize, however, is never fulfilled, for
Trank ond an old railor, by name Lill Woshem, are Jured
on {9 a pirats vessel, in the commander of which they racognise,
19 lgeir artoniehment, the very captain whose life Frank had
taved.

Thoy sail ageinst their will in the pirate vesal, the
“Vulture,” known better under the title of the “ Scourge of
the Sea,”” and on board that ship Captain Curzon tells Frank
that they aze father and eon. This Frank steadfastly refuses to
believe, They then arrive at the pirates’ strongheld, a lonely
#land in the Indian Ocean, from which place Frank and Bill,
teenmpanied by a emall negro boy, Quackc—who has already
eaved ['rank’s life twice—manage to escape,

They gel rafely on board a Trench man-of-war, which ie,
however, almast iamediately wreched in a storm,  'Those of the
erew who have eseaped destrustion in the storm seize the ship's
cutter and put off, Jeaviug the captain, the lieutenant, o middy,
and Frank, Bill, and Quacko behind,  These six then manage
to recure a gmall ouantity of provisions, among which is a keg
of brandy, and they put off in a small cutter just as the
#lin [ounders.

_The cowardly railors who have previonsly escaped from the
#nking ship then come up, and demand a sharo of the pro-
visions, which consist only of a very small keg of water, a
haz of heeuits, and a sack of epoile  flour. begide the keg of
bravdy. The brandy and the flour awg, given them, and they go
lwzhingly away. For three days the liltle boat drifts about.
?ud‘l._« fourth day the cutler again comes into eight. Frank
nw‘:y lh-_t‘-lvnlli.l.ﬂ.fsn reeoils wn.lh n gasp of horror, and they pull

THE FOURTH DAY--THE LAST DROP.
h'.";ny were very silent, with the horror of that reenc z4ill upon
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gearcely in better plight, and he lay, with hig woolly head against
the hot, blistering timbers, crying weakly with exhaustion.

Would rescue never come?

Frank mustered sufficient strength to stand up for a few
momentz, while his eyes swept the horizon in tha vain hope of
that welcome sight, a sail. X .

But the glittering waters that danced in the sun’s rays blinded
him, and brought tears of weakness into his tired eyes.

He could see nothing distinctly ; everything appearced blurred
and misted. T'he horizon was no lenger the sharp, defining lino
where eca and sky met. It was an irregular, zigeagging line,
fading away altogether in a flame-coloured mist to the eastward,
where the run's rays were still strongest.

He sank down again, di pirited and hopeless, and none troubled
to ask him what he had ecen.

Tor long, long hours, they drifted on at the merey of tha
tide, and as the sun mounted higher and higher in {lie heavens, it
Deat down upon them pitilessly. It shrivelled the skin off their
faces, and blackenced their lips; it beal upon their aching heads
until it brought the hot, ralt tears into their eyes,

By this time the poor little middy was [ree {rom his sulferings,
He was delivious, and raved incessantly, calling again and again
on the names of thnse whom he would never more meet on earth,

Frank nroso painfully. e eonld not bear to liten to that
pitiful, wailing voice.  On his hands and koees he crept to the
locker, for he hiad not the strength now to rise to Lis fect.

Bill lifted himself up on his arm and watched him in eilonce
but the two Frenchmen had sunk into a letharge from which
not even the thoughts of the loss of the last drog of their
precions water could raise them.

Trank dragged out the key, for, empty almost a3 it wae, he
had net the strength to lift it.

Bill raised himeelf higher, and watched him with buming eyes
a3 ho fumbled with the spigot.

Ho lirld tho little tin pannikin under to calch the feoblo
trickles until it wus balf filled, then the supnly ceased. Tt was
their lust drop of water—their very last! There had been moro
loft yesterdny, Dul the fieree heat had dried it up,

As I'rank, holdiog the little versel containing the flnid—mora
precious womillion times than the rarest gews —turned, he caught
Bill'a ever fixed steadfastly on him.

He tried to speak, but he could not.  His tongue, dry and
swollen, clunz to the toof of his mouth,  All he could da was to
soint unsteadity towarda the hows, and Bill, nnderstanding what
ho meant, Iny hack conlentedly.

Then Frauk, on his pands and knees, crept painfully to where
the dving French boy lav.

*Hi, Massa Frank! Hi, Massa Frank!" cried Quacko im-
plaringlv : *dat for paor Quacko?”

Frank shook his head geatly, and pointed to the French boy,
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