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s Union Jack®’ readers by CHARLES H L TON 2
told for P AMILTON, (thor of
“Speﬂ!”." *“An Ocean Tragedy," &c., &c. Autfior of ‘‘Bold British Boys,"
2 ey
CKAPTBR 1, C%H':s; for help. The ke
n the Night—The Bearch on the Sca—A Man him. ~Fortunately the
Ao i S omans Hair—At the Last Momont. Smopoth, otherwise the ques
AL a short distance fr i hi )
S S ‘ : s S0k tance from the ship Captain
- blellf)hug1 just struck on board the ship *“Kangaroo,” Dgs;?;\.’dr‘s?f ’d‘gl} b ke b
out from Meibourne. It was twelve o'olook, and ““ Aboy, ther CEWhirs s
starry night. To starboard the watoh could see dimliy “Helpl” s sty
Yo Australian coast. To port the great SBouthern Faintly came the re £ i
STk aintly came the reg ht al £t i
: y the reply, from right ahead of the boat. Tho
oars piayed again; forward they went. Then
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the captain shouted again. No answer. Again

: : C and again. Still no response.
¢
: Can’t you i im?” oried the ski

S ;‘: e !u‘x;a.‘-Lm: oried the skipper, -
pal th anxiefy. .“(f'ood heavens! i3 the poor
ellow to drown within a few fathoms of our

boatt”’
} 6« - T - o e
: Tl‘mr‘e 3 x.‘g“.mng_ here, sir,”’ said his nephew
doubtfully, ‘Ah—by George!”
% He dropped the lantern and sprang into the

sea. - He had seen something that looked liks
floating seaweed, but the next moment he saw
e pale, anguished face glimmering through if,
end knew that it was human hair. Here, then,
= was the poor fellow who had at last given him-
ée.lf up for lost. Jim sprang instantly to saye
aim. s
_ The man was insensible, and Jim was glad of
it, for it spared him the frantic struggles of a
drowning men, always difficult to master. Ho .
took & firm grip upon the long, floating hair,
and, with a jerk, brought up the pale face that
was sinking beneath the surfacs.

“ Help here, messmates!” crisd Jim lustily,

The boat glided by, and the strong hand of
the skipper grasped his collar. :

¢ Got him, my boy?” : R

« Yes, safe and sound; bub tho's pretty far

one !’ : :
gORe ! i him, lads! Pull for the ship!”

The drowning man was pulled abour‘d‘, and
Jim olimbed in. The boab made for the ‘“ Kan-
garoo.” Ceptain Desmond and Jim attended
%o the castaway; he was not dead, bub evidently

i f extreme exhaustion. As soon af
‘i?e :6?1?%: got on board the ¢« Kangaroo,”
restoratives were epplied, and at last ho opened
his eyes. X : 5 4
‘he boat had been slung up to the davits, an
’ch'fv:ho?e orew collected round bhe castaway, 2t
a respectful distance, and looked on with intensa
interest. > =
Al do you feel now, my poor follow ¥
: inkelg?gxe (:kxpper, as the rescusd man sLAre
a about him with lack-lustre eyoes.
»  ‘ Where—where am 2/ ¥
~ # Safe on board a Bri sh
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I am Captain

1507 Let me help you.
i 2 asisted the
. and his nephew, agsi _the
I’l‘_"lln Qé‘;g placed in Jim’s huuL), lx’x.
“whic) h D sailor shared with the f*CCOﬂfgﬁmd':‘,‘.
bydo‘?mthgeyonuongeéd that Jim Desmond was web

A . - = i r. - S
B e }Z)é‘il t‘;‘ﬁetgcu. sonorito?’” he asked. ‘
e A i i d. “1I had to jump 11, for
Zas.?? answered Jim, with a nod. S lesy 24
( going nnder. Tt was your long hair ih W.

g B ol
V .’;‘“;mixed, ehowing rows of gleaming whito

th skip
e sosenin below.

e G f oy “
debtor,” he said, in his soft voice. I swear

not find Juan Parms ungrateful!”

CHAPTER 2.
ifornian’s Explanation—Jim’s 8uspicions—The
r £ Trip Ashore—-In a Hornei’s HNest

two days or more before Juan Parma recovered his
ufficiently to appear on deck. During the interval
nd been unable to get a word of explana-
p. Either he desired to say nothing yet, or he
too feeble to recall what had taken place.
‘morning, however, he made his appearance on
suit of decent clothes given him by Mr. Kings-
1 h'wllxw‘w”dalboﬁt his size;l 1nl\'ow that his
tored, his haggard look gone, and his long, black
out, he looked a fine sailor-like man, and in his
g was something commanding, which at once
¢ he bad been accustomed to giving orders, that
 used R :ne than to c]:aoxinmand.”
JAT00 ° was running before a favouring )
Any waters of the Indian Ocean. Thebsgﬁfizn'é
the raitling of the cordage, the spick-and-
ecru, y clean decks and painted wood-
g to a sailor. The Californian leant
eyes glistened as he looked around him.
?'VI'I should like fo command,”” he

d,” tho Trish skip
© Irish skipper replied, with a
‘hat position you held on hoard

- I observe that E
1q you carry onl
”&p iness o serve you asyt,hirg
yoyage? 1Tt is too late to set
the bread of idleness.””
agi from the garb you
you were a common

COUrse expeot ;
i, Xpect you ..
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20 _explanation of
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8 story- -Jim D
o o4 1 ?i
ct an active and sturdy
;_ml. He had flaxen hajp 2
Plcasant © 3
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I e full of anin
Heo was the r 5

ted and keen a%ia B
Ao AL el K
DU Californ

5 n terror on finding hi
D. that might be due to his unng
S but. ~ e had delayed his exp!
,vas far beyoqd the possibility of
or any of its euryivors, or o
£ n* ever existed at gll.
and easy manuner, his
1g about his shoulders, Io
> or a elaver than the third

el

whether
fornian, wiil
long, black hair fal
the captain of a pira
peaceful mierchant v

im sgzid nothing about his uneasy suspicions, for by
reasons were a great deal too shadowy to be explain B
they haunted him all the same, and he could not
them.

The reception the whole ship’s company gave to ths Cd
fornian was hearty. His tale, true or false, had won fher
sympathy, and they showed it. Juan Parma appeared guie
ful for the consideration shown him. He was courfecss ¥
everyone, always perfectly polite and genial .

Captain Desmond, with a view of installing him in t
post of third mate, put his maritime knowledge fo 3 s
test, and found that he Lknew as much about navigalion
seamanship as the skipper himself did. He might ha biea
a commander, or at least chief mate. Desmond ]’;:u!, '“"“i{‘ﬁ
1o hesitation in making him third mate of the* Kangaro
the voyage. In this position Parma acquifted hm”f‘,"_l 'f:}
and wag pretty soon generally liked by both the officers
S s ol

e “XKangaroo’ touchexd at Perth, Weslern = o of I

: nd,
grange Bay, a hurricane came up from the soutl aut
himsélf close’inshore, Captain Desmond resolyed dm
inlet, and anchor while the foul weather lasted.
informed the officers of his intention, Juan P“"l”in .

“¥ know of an inlet a littlo further norbb,_lcjlp *L hare
‘Kangaroo * will bo as safe as in Port Philip-
years on this coast, and know it like a book. oo pasted

Undor the Californian’s directien, the dugl“ O e lock
the lee of a tawering cliff into a small, ¢
of the sea, where she archored in securily

it

oy

was perfeotly desertod. 'This region was

by

e, unless, indeed, there migh

€oa wss’mckyand fat : but fur;be{b

fertilo, waods could be seen in UL,

o hurst minutes after o
s “hard], )
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i, il skipper answarad carelessly.

masy; I8 afraid, in my cabin, and I have a six-

"sﬁ‘.u@‘ m&%ﬁ{ﬁ,: fowling-picce hanging up in
Foye o g vy

s ORI, cayms ut all on board?” :
5;)‘;;‘-" there, Dm(?\g:)‘;‘ for wishing to knot‘v_ that,” Jim
. TR What can his motive bt;«‘f :

" Captain Desmond answered. L?u"s voyage
:' ,mn& secded, and I never anticipated shooting
g;.gdm&_". {hose you mention, _much execution may bo done
* - “m‘—ﬁdfowl;” Parma Ea_xd l:g‘utlj-'. L : -

E gmongss 45¢ ;d upon the subject then. Bat Jim, following
" No more Was m’ng an eye upon the third mate, more than
o pobicy of keeg; in sinister fashion, as if some dark‘ purpose
wt;;"] hnmned%re now fairly on its way towards acdomplish-
e P

It = ’ =

3 meot : was violent; bat the " Kangaroo’ was pro-

IA Tos bmm:mhing but the rain, which did her no harm.

| pacted f:mgof"uﬁm noon of the following day’ that the sky
It s

3 and sunshine once more warmed H}:} 1led crew of

+ 00.” The southern sun speedily wiped out thes

e "E;angirgtzrm. the afternoon was dry and fine. Captain

m‘i‘d‘fﬁge ted to let the first and third mates go upon &
o e

posimg excursion, intending fo weigh anchor the following

"‘“m%;:m the hunters set out, Jim a=ked to be allowed to

St = partly from a wish to run ashore, but mainly
< Sﬂ‘“xg‘,’&';-;:o}ve; to keep the Californian under surveillance.
gf:n i‘ss;icd, of course, being unable to refuse; but he did
no’i_;;}e:jt out, Jim carrying the bag which was to hold their

. when shot. Parma soon proved that ho knew the

::::{ry well. In balf an hour they were traversing the
ehadowy, eweel-scenied woods, Around them innumoerable
birds made the air ring with melody. %

“ A plessant change, after the ship,'” Juan Pam}a obszerved.
. “Bot I don't soe any game,” replied Mr. Malcolm.

= We shall zea some goon enough, senor. Ah, look!’ The
b Californian ra‘sed his rifle, and fired. A little animal, like 2
' pig, but emaller, rolled almost at his feet, with a shrill squeal.
* - *You are a good ghot, Parma,” Mr. Malcolm #aid. observing

Y that Juar's bullet had gone fairly into the skull of the luckless
animal, 3

—

“T've practised. Now, try your fowling-piece, senor, and sce
what success you will have.”” _
3 Maleolm was 2bout to do so, when a fearful yell rang in the
L earsof the'trio, and in a moment the wood seemed fairly alive
. with duwky demons. Juan Parma’s shot ,had brought a
: hornet's-nest aboul their ears. - On every side gleamed the
. #pears and rolling eyes of a horde of savages.

CHAPTER 3. -
The Fatal Fight-—Parma's Pluck—Jim’s Suspicions
~ are Strengthened—A Crisis.

Back to the beach " shouted the Californian.  And, catch-
am. be 2 desperate rush, He had slung
> : h , and grasped the six-shooter in his
e crack-crack of the _rapid, ringing shots, the fatal
Lullets, made. star savages open a path
ont fiying madly towards the beach, dragging

» first minule ,cx%t; startied
N e e

y on board the “ Kangaroo

“UNION JACK.-

::;;Lnr:}];«lst:‘n_urn,,p and Iron nerve.  Like & statue ke
o oeaing savages, his rifle at a level, firing w
Procision of an automaton. ST
o WI{:\& nerve!' Claptain Desmon
T(‘\nclf:yh‘atﬁunrvolhm skill I’ ejaculated Kingsion
he 5 " Yo it . P s
spite ofallizir rft;a;‘xftk:h[c Lau!l)rmfn made the natives balt, in
ury. In ten seconds eight of th
rop?ed, mortally wounded. Ho seemed to ‘i;nm or ; ke
angel of destruction than a common mortal e e d
They slopped, wavered, fled. e
2y en from every man on the vesse
deafemng cheer showed the British appreciatio
dauntless' pluck. As he heard it the Califor
strange, inscrutable smile. Ho was, perhaps
sleevs at Ehe Enghishmen who Lonoured him.
‘hen the boat pulled off, the savagea placked up courags to
make a rus to burl their spears at the seamen.

,rush, intending
Again tho de-ar}}y nﬂekwas brought into requisition, and dead
he rocks,

bodies dotted Onl ' int
tt y one spear fell into the bos

and that Jim took on board the “* Kangaroo” as a trophy ;’r
memento of the conflict, 4

hen Juan Parmg stepped on the ‘‘Kangaroo’s” deck
Capiain Desmond gave him a hearty grip of thegband. Parma
was a hero to the crew. But he put on an expression of
remorseful regret.

“Mr. Malcoln has been killed, sir ¢’
of contrition that made the ope
deeply for him.

‘““It i3 a terrible misfortuns ; but you haye nothing to re-
proach yourself with, Parma.’’

“Xt was I who led him to his death.
better than to tru
But then, T hay

2fore.”’

““No more, Parma. L gay you are not to blame; or, if you
had been, your splendid pluck wouid atone for it. You saved
my nephew’s life, that i3 certain. And I am grateful to you

for that.”
The Californian brightened wup, apparently much comforted
Jim, in the first flush of grati-

2tood, facing
ith the calm

d exclaimed, in admiration.

1 burst a ringi ;

*t & ringing shout ; s
n of Parma’s
AnD emiled—g
, laughing in his

he said, with an air
n-hearted Trigh skipper feel

I ought to have known
st to the peaceful appearance of the country.
e never seen natives in the vicinity of this cove

by the captain’a kind words.
tude—for there could not be the slightest donbt that Parma had
sayed him from s horrible death—thanked his preserver with
heartfelt words. That part of the affair the Californian
off lightly, saying that one good turn deserved another.

But afterwards, calmly reflecting over the zfair, Jim's haumt-
ing suspicions returned. ‘Why bad not Parma used the rifle &%
the first onset of the savages, when Mr. Malcolm’s life might
have been saved by it? Why? There were many questions
which puzzled the youngz =ailor. He tried to dismiss the whole
matter from his mind, without mucfk‘xﬂsuccesci ok :

During the ensuing night a careful wat was kept, in case
the savages should attempt an attack, but nothing of the kind
cecurred. Probably they bad no canoes at hand, or perhaps
the Californian’s fatal rifle-fire had cowed them. At the earliest
giezm of daylight the ** Kangarco’* weighed anchor and stood
out to sea. ; ‘ = ;
_ Naturally, the loss of Mr. Malcolm tated & cf 1
the rank o:t{’the other officers. ngstgy becams a chief n;stte,
and Parma second. The ‘“XKangaroo® was again without 2
third mate. ? : 5 32 b o

Jim’s distrust of the Californian was sirengthened by some-
4hing which oceurred a week after the burial of Mr. Maleoln. oo

~Jim and Parma oim pied t‘t;he sn:::a enhrlnn,“wﬁmdh' hi-m e
Ji i o A ® * L
bunks. Jim did not belong mﬁ’ke .S(g“ of an apprentice ot
midshipman. He mes=sed with the officers, b:ll worked
the sailors when there was ocmmxym&\em
fro=n his uncle and the boatswain, Johnso
boatswsin's, began at dawn
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4
iho men of the

. , cacker towards . ¢
n.dluhd ‘?'m'j‘Bu.:th‘;A{t i:c,:;r V}'}.a', could be his motive, oF
e Kanm,' The boy could not guess: But upon ono ',nmg“h:‘,
a.o °2«>:§.d now. He would make his suspicions known, Ob
mhra captain, for Desmond wonld riuc'«‘.!on Parma, who would
fhus bo_pnut upon his gunrd, and who wonld ezsily m!r:.fg tf}:r;
¥ honest Irish ¢kipper. Jhe baztswain shonld be his f:UD[Al: nb,
Bili Johngon was a ““youngish ”’ man, ¢harp and intelligent,
and only an unfortunats Jack of education prr;’vemt;d him from -
rising higher in hig profession. g 2 boalzwain he waa incom-~ zeamarn
gle and Captlain Deesmond knew himeelf to be fortunale in #8100,
i v, hearty Liverpool man, by tbe

para !

PORSCHEIDK such a one, He was a gturdy, | / 0

and attached to onr hero, who was a_"* likeablo lad in every foretop
and, begides, it

way. Jim relied upon his good judgment;
1" never quite taken to the

pened that Bill Johngon hac

ha aks
szdornlxn. o had a somewhat prejudiced dislike of all
“Dagoss,” under which \itle he included nearly 21} the srouthern
" i i Californian ’—that iz, of

being » ‘' palivo
under this category.
t at dawn; and at tha first streak, on
he was on deck. Ho found Johnzon

k seraping out the longboat. Ax
; oined gnappir

races. Parma
Spanish descent—camo

Jim always turned ou
this partionlar morning,

setting some hands to wor ;
o bo’sun was fres to go to ni3 breakfast, Jim

o . poonasthol

5 him, and said, in a low voice, that ho had something impor- huge w

A tant to communicate rivately. Johnson, notwithstanding for only the fo
—the ¢ Kangaroo”

his natural surpriso at the lad’s air of secrecy, gave him imme-
b diate attention. descended, expozed to
Then young Desmond poured out the whole story—his lon rigging.
#uzpicions of the Californian, the incident of last night, anﬁ Jim D
[y his fear that Juan Parma did not mean honestly by his ship- ing tight, w
¢ mates. Johnson listened in attentive silence, without inter-  descent. After
it;ggng him once, but a thoughtful frown came over hiz conscious that two buman f
5 2 shrouds clese to him. Th
to“m])you;;loc?eciri):}‘ger that I cught to make any mention of it Jin:, and enabled hi,q; to d
s and their ejaculations.
Ji::l a}!}n g‘,"ctlt‘y eure that he'll only laugh at you if you do, “* Juan Pidmlxl;.z iZZ curzed villain
S 'wimf ba]:;w;zgp your head shut for a while, and geo haow EZi(;?no'f E‘:((ir)nrl’-ma‘.b é{,r,geto;{, e
5 Fim D Co s % sping an exnhausted.
3 3 ev:ml(l):;l tog:k th(‘)lbo’:un srqdvxcp, and kept his secret, 1 2m sorry, senor; but ii is i
§ gilance towards the Californian grew keener than vou should follow Maleolm,”” Yied
over. Parma sometimes looked sharply at Jim, and it seemed € liforni O e e s
o bovithataherk o s | it seemec alifornian drawlingly.
e knew himself to be under suspicion. He The next mo I ¥
oxt moment a body went shosting downward, and the ;

betrayed no uneasinees, 2T =
asinees, however There was about this horrified Jim saw it whirling over 2zd over in the &m‘-
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CHAPTER 4.
A Tableau—

seed Up—After the Sguall—
One Againat Thirty !

3 et £
&% giill, s£OOTIZO00

gpon Jizms throat as 4
e

S You assessin!
g 2 got bis breain.

s ear, U
?72 2t all, ’se.:er.:’)', b -
ohich restrains me from fit
s tbe epithets yoa 2Dppiy .
& Iiis my trzde t0 be‘:a N : :
¥ 4 I flatier myzelf ¢hat at my <rade
Peiore L am finished, I a‘aai! hz:ve delu
bisod probebly, but I shall not shed cne
Esve & plsn waich T must carry out, and to
peepared to wzde through slaughter.
whet you will, but do me the justice
will turs me from my purposs. You
spaze, even at some ri:k £o mysell. But you must be caref
5ot to provoke me too farl 225 :
“What do you intend to do, you fiend? gasped Jim.
Jusa Parma did not trouble to reply, Drawing a stout
: cord from his pocket, hie bound Jim securely to the ratiines
. of the weather shrouds, so that be could not movs a limb,
but tsking care not to pinch or hurt him in any way that
could be belped. In accomplishing this {ask, in the testh of
E » & thundering gale, Parma showed wonderful zetivity and
* perve, When finished, he gagged him with his own hand-
Dief. It was true that a2t present Jim’s loudest shout
could not reach the deck, but the gals might abate, and Juan
anix:l:g was not a man to run the slightest risk 1f he could
avoid it.
‘;"‘Yon shsll be released az soon 28 possible,”” he said, ere

L,

B =

]
Q0w

=
=~

iderateness of this mysterious scoundrel was his
rangest trait. He would not have hurt a fly wantonly.
"B.ukno lziny was £00 black for him when he could zerve

%.?i,o” by it. e
Jth 2n almost monkey-like nimbleness, Parma oleared the

#nd reached the decls and returned aft. At once the
wper asked bim if hie had seen Mr. Kingston, for

iess 1o one had seen the murdersd
2 for Jim, the zki
impetuouz lad he

man drop into
r was not disquieted about

gone aloft against orders, and

B imeran e o iy

- tigging
i

%,

dz;ql): he cannot

hand
oft for.”

_ again on

pre-
down?’ exclaimed Parma,
ot have met with an

“ W%
“He has rmur
uld not |

Where iz ha?’
ie wznt below, sir,”
*“No

zaid Johnson.
eed ¢o do 80, senors.
The cool, balf-drawling voice of the Californian spoks. Hes

*Shall T call him?”*
I am here.”’
spoka.

pped on deck, walked to the mizzenmast, and lean=d idly
inzt it. He wore a belt, in which wera his poniard and
tne captain’s revolver, and in hiz right hand he carelessly
bzlanced the magazine-rifle, with which he had dons such
fearful execution among the natives of the Westralian coast,
He was icily franquil, and actuzlly held 2 cigarette in hiz
lips, composedly smoking. :

“You desire to hold & discussion with ms, senor el capi-
tano, do you not?”’ he asked nonchzlantly,

““1 desire to hear your answer fo my nephew’s chargei”
Captain Desmond replied sternly.
The Californian flicked some ash from %his cigaretts befora

air

replying. His prominent weapons, his cynical smile, his
of recﬁeal daring, made him look mors than ever like a
irate, and o thought the men of the “ Kangardo” as they
ooked at him. The loud voioez on deck had calied np thosa
who had gone below to rest, and the w ole crew wera now
geck, even to the eook and the sailmaker. Captain
Desmond, seeing the culprit armed to the teeth, thouﬁi!‘:‘t that
he intended to resist arrest.. Buf, glancing round at crow
—thirty sturdy British Jack-tars—he smiled at the xdegl.
““Your answer, Parmal” he said sharply. S 1
““I have nothing particular to say,’”” answered Juan, yawn.
ing. ‘“The senorito is correot when he saya that I killed
ngt‘.;on{i "I was s0 for the.m‘fe}low; he w22 a fins
sailor, and so young. But itw aa striotly nece s e
The oon‘mmimta audacity of the Californian f: stupefisd
both captain and crew. They stared at him a3 would
'h‘:‘v%itned at some supsrnatural 2




THZ UKIOH JACK
:
B,
6 ’ 4 A 7 Py
e B @
3 o . -
3 - 51 -
e z ’ o -
be umts P
Pha CeB10 . - ; % : ” F ~ 3
of M ¥ Z - » B ¢
thragh ¥ g X y .
o Do't Lor 4 . eos 2l 7

otder to comvinee 3O
'g’nc you ever bngvi of
Americen cozst? e
A thrill ran throogh the orew.

CHAPTER 5

‘the Californian in bis Trus Colours — A Merciless
uuﬂnm—-“capta.in Tiger” Conquerg—Juan Parm=
. in Command.

. The namo was not unkoowa *
. wio had sailed in South Az

he !bzzh’iesl!y called &

t, and disposing of &
fafonte Video and B
made him think

s E txfied eor
essional nome-degusrra ™
ho were startied fo Hnd such

But ¥ did rot lay plans {0 get aboard yoor
ﬁm_yl did_ Ig was a m-stfortun=s for I

you, genor. Aly felucca was chased by a -;é;:.;’ 3.ih =

g‘ondm run ; bat they getilad ns not ecr;_, e

me up. Afy poor vesel wazs su=k e, 84 o perBr o At

- He cooliy leaced ag::zm it :
rifle mpon the deck, aand Iighted 2 fresh
regarded bim with fierce scowls, at which be ouiy
czaical var.

*¥=s my leson to you been severe ensush,
e2id. - If not, I shall have pleasore in coniinmag

_instrocticn® Sy £
. “*¥You cursed ¥i in P s2id one of the saamed

s, . )



) THE
ono Balfpenty:

h 1 lins
G ing ahead through the swelling
lacidly forging 2 o sky was now bl
re0, PE L orial sunshine. y
ho h‘.’&"}lq;o‘:y Jouds drifting acr?:a'lhu S0 dX 8 Do, d
se21+ but on board the calmly eailin® vesse
g was bca“tz{ul’ i among the men thero.  Ilate,
alure No calm was iy
N ifferont jons were aroused ; grief for mur.
yow dift rongo—all passio 5
xXevo ngn.d all the fiercer because it had to be
dor Jdemoniacal Colifornian fell into the power of
duod. - 1f the S Jucky chance, the scamen would not leave
theso mml!’ Iiﬁf(,’ding togother! And he know it and knew
iz I S 4 ¢ S
v woof ’55.,;;,nmight turn tho tables upon him. Yet ho was cool
a i asgasein, do -dyed ¢ inal as he yras,
u;:]t :‘(l\lwlinl- Pirale, , double-dyed criminal as ks yra:
nd COLE f rare courage. s 3
: was & m."n’g;‘ the coat and shirt of the skipper to find his
Jim !(»rﬁt "lw merely a superficial one; but a great deal of
wound. a b“,.,mn lost, causing poor -Desmond to swoon, The
d 11“4 ﬂ;ékrn the truth; he had only * winged ”’ the ¥rmh
¢ ~:uto put him out of the conflict. Jim was a h;andy A:ﬁd;
slipPes ) 1 tho wound washed and bandaged. The bullet had
he sooR ! bﬁtwctﬂ two of Desmond’s ribx 50 thers wns no
“d'mi to be done. Johnson, the boatswain, helped Jim
“em.cm:fm his uncle; and, when all was done, Desmond was
wap&“.o his cabin, and placed in his bunk. Parma did no%
p{?r?pre" %o was sincero in his desire that Captain Desmond
in 7
vive. 2 e 1
'hfﬁ]g ::{lorg in gloomy silence, went to the forccastle to
breakiast. W;hatevcr happened, it was necessary to eat and
d;’nk- Meanwhile, Parma said, in his silkiest tone, to ths
pemall ; 5 > o
hc}{r i ave the kindness to steer west-south-west
Will you T &
E The man obeyed. He would have disregarded Parma; but

A N

1€

id not disregard that. terrible rifle. Parma called up
3:51(;0:( the crew from their breakfast to man the braces. - Thero
sras murmuring hesitation, but they came. Yor g:cg' knew that

f ience meant bullets whizzing into the forgeastle in their
i’fﬁﬁfdfnd they had no protection.  Their #ixit was nob
broken, but it was for the time subducd. :

The “Kangarco's’” bows were - now headed direct for
ihe distant South American coast, whers the UCalifornian
was to find friends, and man this peaceful ship with a crew of
. cutthroats, for the purpose of plundering the traders of the
, fa Plata and the Orinoco. Would he succeed? Doubtful,
very doubtful, was his success, though, in his almost sublime
self-onfidence, he felt sure of it. .
As the ship sped Argentine-wards; the now commander
lounged by the rail, smoking ; the dead men lay inert, horrible
to look upon, about the deck. Aft, Captain Desmond lay,
dizabled, in his bed, tended by his devoted nephew. Iorward,
the crew were cating, from forco of habit, and in _whispers
planning sweeping schemes of vengeancs against their op-
. Pressor. ; : = %
_Captain Desmond, coming o his senses, found Jim by his

, Toeting on a chair, for his long exposure in the foretop
overnight Liad left him pale and weak. For a minute or two
- Desmond could not recollect what had taken place.
~ atlenpted to riso
at Jim. : : -
“ What has happened? Ah, I remember now! Jim how did
cad?” ; conk

i Ihe Culifornian is master of the ship, uncle”” -

uckily, ho did,
coures of

IPs ;h&-t-' ‘infernal rifie!
- the ‘EKangaroo’

for the coast of

‘He .
; but sank back groaning, staring inquirmgly

- respect I”” said the hostswain, with a sneering grin.
> = sé%ixowning. -And h
2 He purely could not ¢ e, with tho whole  ncedls. 'The
him?? ¥ = HSECHD, Py St

Ho has

“UNION JACK.”

7

tion, at prezent, to ha i
at present, to harm you. hiltle senor—
fb‘;‘e LJP?! lI‘ hava l‘old you that I am not ¢o {;a,triﬂed with.
.S ;ux:'*::\) P u,‘:md.p an a4 much as you like ; but don’t allemph
(x)w,”, (fur.!i)"‘l.” Lo practice, if you value your life, I don’d
rny.‘seff ofwy ;'uchufm reflectively, ‘v whether I ought not 4o rid
my; ou. ou are ono of thoso le )
e A R of those cenfoundedly sharp Jads
He looked, for a moment,

E ; inolined to add another murd L
hl:k?rlll:mdy il‘on‘g: List oflcr;mna; but ho thought better oofri:
fofmc?nr?.o uriher notice of Jim, he {urned to Captain

Bt lake care

futurecnf;;zlw l:;.,l&y desire 't'a-.:d'. you koep to :
it ever‘come on deck without my 6xXpress permission.

)hnow intend to send the orew o your cabin, for you to tell
vhem that they ars to obey ms as they haye hitherto obeyed
ﬁ)u. 1y, That wall, perbaps, prevent the further effusion of

ood.

“% g

2 }}cr‘y well 5 send them here,”” gaid the caplain quietly.
- The C alifornian returned to the deck, and called for all hands.
Sullexdy the seamen obeyed, coming out of the forecastlo with
dark faces, Z

s : ;
"M‘}; lads, the former captain d
cabin.

In a muinute or two the men, led by Johuson, filed into the
oaptain’s cabin. . Parma remained on deck, near the cabin
skylight, 50 that he could hear what was said in the apartment
underneath.

% ‘My men,”’ Captain Desmond eaid
aiter what has passéd, you undersiand that Juan Parma must
command. Obey him, and do not risk your lives in useless
Tesistance. Make mo effort to frea yourselves of him, unless
you are absolutc]_y sure of getiing the upper hand.”?
ery good, eir,” the boatswain said, saluting.  We will
remember your orders, sir.” : :

“The poor fellows who have boeen murderad ranst bs buried.
You will see to that, Johnzon?”

*Ay “ay, sic}? S

And the crew filed out of the cabin as quietly as they had
entered it. There was something terrible in the stern-set faces
and enforced colmness of these men. Every heart was'a slum-
‘bering voloano. When the eruption came, Juan Parma wouald
meed to look to himself. 2

* Do you permit me to bury ths men you have assassinated,
seenyur?”” asked Johmson of the Califdrnian, hefore setting the
sailmaker to work. o

Parma scowled. Ho detected the bittef mockery in the boat-
swain’s speech. His hand played with the trigger of his riffe.
But he refrained from shooting Johnson dead, as he waz
templed to do. With the crew so graatly roduced in number,
further slaughter was to bo avoidetf for-the sake.of the ship’s
iqlfle:(}l:, and the boatswain certainly was oo vahuzble to be
1. 3 - % & 3

*“ Certainly,” ho answered sharply. “And you need not
og.mzz,torme for orders except in matters that concern the
ship. 22 5
~ “Very sorry, sir; but I allus treats

your cabin for tue

esires your presence in the

, in a rather feebls voice,

;ny;sﬁi)p_er' with proper

‘Take care, Johnson; don’t provoke me!” the Californian
e walked away aft. e R &
Kangaroo™ was soon busy with his
slain geamen were efwle‘{l u{ in their hamm;
: olde

The sailmaker of the
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THE “ UNION JACK.,” By
; : efy Fr;day
= 7 Inly just m time. A P A e ()
B 99 id, during ibe &“‘.\)n*u;,;i, de(bk ‘:{!7132. where he had I :;‘Gi.‘ 2 of iron grey
3 pombress be eaiC: Ty ¢ s dame; W hy €O fe dark oycs as b D standing. I Csheg
i, 580 1ogether 19 of poowis an in his dar y¢s as bo rew up h gleam op < Don |
elled !0( Vr‘g, No good can como O visible form of the gailer in the mi 8, c“]""’finif fir thy
and quetn Hated an Oracle ! shrouds, :
crew Mecessitd ey T DIerCing oy
{ the “"“;bp{,ogf“i};ion and his mato bcc-‘;xl{;g *raff]]; :ﬂllll{l}‘ﬂli,‘“? tg}; s piercing ory, lost hig hol 1
. The g Coficers left. X wards into the gea. I,
> ere no red o f Zoh SR oll
oh,” a8 tbofe‘: consisted of ten men :l;c(’l 0 i,
Mcl;::p;lg.(., and eailmaker being o UOHAPTER 6.
y P G : A Hopeless Revolt—Parma
b uQmu:'tondarmo upon the caplain; }vho A R;Lif s.f?sféitw“% Beloy,
amed in BGL - ough that Weary Tul, rifle Had the missilo aimed at hto e
i hng‘;;di: the cuddy; always ‘P?::Oie 5 :3 would have been felled to t1 18d tho Cakifomr
s meals 10, 1he T "of a sudden atifor B onld fiave' p  slegk: 21d & rush of gornian, 3,
AVEr piein. 3

fand, in cag : ste every- r : : 5 5 u

to his » Som be forced »é);:poiwne " But, with his usual ounning, he had detected ¢h Tising

ould be drugg® s  plot, with the result we have seen v©0 the rathe,
*

I ¥ irate never oceurred to anY, ¢ Tho report of the rifle, 4 ]
- aning the pirate sril, how- o rep B T1ile, de Ty of i1
nma'w“ accustqm“d to allow no Perth ghrouds, brought the orew ;r rds Juan i’ﬂ;;\;‘t“‘..“mf o
: B% isit to the deposed “Stand back, you dogsl”’ ho cried threat e With g ry g '8
T toh ho paid another ¥ig as to But their blood was up. The off-duty watch grs
0g- W hift the bandage 0 % e R AU T
Jim how 40 beoameo doubly sus- hastily out of ine orecastlo ; the wholo crew gppa.. Culdl
2 Parma, like bloodhounds freed from the Teach SPrang f“'\a’rr,'xq
. ?

Ae night drew on he

ery lads !’ sho

i Down with the murd Faangdy
ed Johnsop

teheq
o ght

B : he
ardently longed for. In t : e Ti Ty
was what_the @:gww g n{m begeo accurate. An Tho rifle began to orack. Jim Desmond, brought gu
; the rifle of tho desperado WO ORI cabin by the disturbane oy ak)
: : Californian firing. The Lr-,v. hag’:sia&w the

up a stool for a weapon. gic
he hurled it at Parma. T}Q,m“k.a-’ th
_prepared for this; the ‘ne!&fil‘"" Was noy
him upon the shoulder, a]._.d‘«-gol Shruck
Before he could recover hia'bpl O reeleq,
son’s clenched fist #mote him 0:“37}09, John.
and ho fell. 2 the mangy,
An almost demoniac yell of y
burst from the seamen. They had o
hand at last! %
But-no! The lithe Californian was
{eet in a second, bounding down to :};

tati
On
the Upper

on hig
eck € Main

eck.
‘ After him 1’ was the ory.

Like a pack of wolves they chased ¥;

. Nimbly he  sprang into tyhec}‘z:;\ili]x B
weather-shrouds, clambering bhigh OJ;J;“"'
their reach.. Then, holding on w]ﬁ"hc-f
legs, he recommenced firing with the riﬁ!xs

Kven in the gloom he oould see the sailor;
distinctly enough to make targets of kthenia.
Threo had already been shot. Now a-loud
shriek told he fate of & fourth. = =

Johnson seized a handspike, and sent it
flying ‘through the air at the Californian
above. . He cou'd not avoid it; “he warded
it off with his rifle, and the shook struck the
weapon  {rom -his “hand. “Handspike  and
rifle ‘together whirled .downaward, eud
splashed into the sea. The pirate’s most
terrible . weapon was gone for ever. The
ocrew cheered with delight as soon as they

) saw what had taken place, and several of

Yhem commenced climbing into the rigging,

with their knives between their teeth, to get

at olose quarters with Parma. = ’

: X . ~ But his revolver still remained, as he zoon

o 3 = > : sixowed. Th{:’e ge:}:nen hadd c{;gbe};ie :ut%

A 35S e = Vet the rigging. it ree rapid shots be el

mly, precisely, and with terrible skill. The them,ggneg'after anot*her,'tupmbling into the

: rs never touched him ; the rapidity of his sea. :

curacy. Captain Desmond reeled and _ ° Come on, if you dare!” he Sh%““};]f Ej

1 as he hur

D then five seamen dropped like logs. face aglow, his eyes blazing,
S 7 - =5 . his defiance at the seamen beloyw..
But they had al

egs. than the previous ono e i less. If
i el 4 5 y seen that the conflict was hopeless.
”g hopes of the .og?resaed ~ only the revolver had followed the rifle} But it had not. Tbe
5 6 plain that ]?ahfoxmm tf.-t.ill }soiseesed a firearm, the crew hha,d F| ea“d{;g

00 in ‘be ‘he was master of the situation. This attempt | ailed 5 &
:ﬁ?) v%?ﬁ’s and signal  surviving seamen must wait for a more favourable opportuit?
it will be seen, was - for )Xsu,ming the confiiot. 2 forcing b

o must iRl )y Te you agreeabloto a »* agked Johnson, forch
ing ;Zx? ﬁnﬁm 2&3 eelf to !gegk t%le -hat:ftﬁf :r;:g:é? i . 1
Rl The Californian laughed mockingly.

ald I & undg??’you are cowed, are you? How many

~ iSeven!”’ replied the beatswain, with a eurse.
 {{4ro you willing to knuckle undor, all of you?” -

‘We will let things go on as before.”

7

of you ere £02°

h“:‘iﬁ t;ym‘flhé‘?uping?;:, V-onl.y §hoab J i
L e tiyaak g of :4he:

“All of you but four, then, lo tho fo'owle. Of the 7
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: THE

in mastl hours
; 43 stationed at the main m.h'i.m%nsl'“o}' 1

mil A u;‘i?“:" But early in the afternoon ho o o

hd,,.msnrrm} zging with 3 face full of ::xc.'.;jnen., 0
7 alarming alifornian. 2
G 8% T ol et 8, CIT % g vomsl o
oy l7.1:."' clx;ccntz‘c‘:{i PO)"C:J'%‘ foo her from the deok en fem

ing her w3 §
»

bearing to

ars ma
b e

minuies. i ie o at once. S SAr
All was animacion 5% oh 0o eaid.  “‘ As soon as she’s near
]l get the flags,’ JOUNSOR PP 7y i) if she can't assisy

Do able to send

2 - hoard
enough I'll signal ¢ Mutiny aboarC, :
nt for the neces-

-
us, L1l tell her our destination, a‘nd‘ls_x:‘eﬂ:u‘\:!zz
o toan-o’-war aftar Us.”’ And the boatswain we
gary flags. | e
gx a few minutes he came u;xcLY Arix
“ What's up?” was the genera: quiry
Lo signal-
¢ All the flags are gone, and tho s {_‘na’:
fawyer must have made away with them* Y the trow.
This proof of the Californian’s sagaciiy CLSmEs S oant
Then signals could not be made! A man tu?r\,;t, ~‘lyﬂa"a e
ith ‘1;: co.;% might have been able to make .r‘ccn B i., 2
i h f
“?1‘ l};e a ‘;‘Jn:erof the bock. But Johmm_ll.'vmcmn:1 e oS
ga;e signalled * Yes” or *No,” Lknew !.:..cdm:iu;q AT
ekipper could have assisted.  But bie \’.;‘13, 50:1:}0 :W‘\egéu h"m’
1t mi lang in his present state, t g im.
and it might be dangerous, in his presexn i ‘]c;’a’h(_\ St e

aring like a trooper-

boak, tool That sea-
>

Basides, the quick-cared pirate \VO‘J.(},(‘I?UV e A cio?
talking = iho adjoining cabin. “.‘Aix’: was to be T
“He's one too many for ust tho carpent
< yel V. X - .
et eaid Johnson.  “Tho stranger 18 coming

*Never mind,” C x 5
1 + at 1s 3 coming from Rio, I suppose. We shall soon be
ggleres;o::gh:t'o hiail her by word of méuih, and all will be well,

: kes.” :
u%aﬁopglﬁ?::vi:y fatigued,” Fim remarked. “Think how

~ long it is since Lo's slepi! I shouldn't wonder if he doesn’d
come up before dark”’ >
. “Lelr')s hops_he won't. This stoamer is our last chance,
’ mates. I we don't get help from her, I can’t se2 how we re
to eave ourselves from .bemg taken to Argentine by that
sooundrel! And, when he’s gob us there, who ean say if we

shall ever geb away with our lives?”’ ;
Eagerly the crew walched for the steamer. The smoke rolling
into the clouds they could already see. Soon the big, black

finll of the vessel was vizible 40 their eyes.
% Nearer it crept. Still the Californian slumbered below, un-
- oonsgious of Danger. Tha * Kangaroo™ steered to pass within
a biconit 's-throw of ¢he stranger’s bows. Every eyo shone with
hope ; evory heart beat high. : z
At last she was near cnough for a hail
*Bteamer ahoy!” Johnson’s powerful voice seni the cry
Ear moross the shining waters, , as he walched tho steamer,
&o eaw that it had been heard. Several glasses were directed
the *“Kangarco.”
.~ Then o hurried step sounded on the companion-ladder. A
- savage curso burst from Johnson. It was the Californiant

ik : CHAPTER 7 S
‘Baffied — The Boatswain’s Idea — Parma Foils Him—
m tc be Done?—Young Jim Desmond Solves
‘the Dificulty—Liberty at Last. :
was nono too soonl

)

ons wero swift and

%V?

« UNION JACK.”

in was on the point of communicating intelliz - ‘
~eteamer when the pirate-mulineer - v
decisive. man on board was cudgelling his

s reny e relih R el

ccoivos my first shot!”
o 5
RRAD e

Every ¥rigay,

and prolonged the steamer’s voyage,
to a captain wao W.’ntoj time.
The steamer vanished to the easiward, leav:
Y P , leavin
of sable smoke behind her, and curzes, nof loud b%t‘ bng track
from the abandoned sailors. They gritted their tegelﬁp' broky
U4 as

and owners arg 0t lenias-

scowled at Juan Parma. The Californian onl -3 88 the
oynical, sneering way. : ¥ smiled i h:{

* Chock 1 he said, laughing. ‘Perhaps the nex -
plc,

be to your benefit, caballeros. Comrade Johnson, 3

tunate I threw all tho signal-bunting overboard T it was for.

have had me that time.”’

“We'll have you yet!” cried the exasperated ‘

“ 1 scuttls the ‘Kangaroo,” or set her on fir M

let you take her to Argentinal” ® rather ¢hyy

The threat did not excite the dread of the Californs

“Do s0,” ho =aid carelessly, “‘and ws will 3l die ¢

T'm willing to go to that extremo, if you are. But ’,f°89u'4 %
adness, I'll take care thag’yony%nmd,‘:

e boats gave Johnson a new idea, Ha s
g away with frowning brow. Bpt &
of his face, caused b i/
7 Yy renewed hope,
¢

nothing further, {fur
momentary brightenin

did not escape the long-haired outlaw’s observation
A loud led everyono fivo minutos later, Keen.

witted Jim guessed the causo at onee.
‘T‘IYIO‘S ocutting ‘il e boa!‘s adrift "> ko cried.
Johnszon uttered an cath as he sprang to the o 101
All hurried on deck imm:\dia‘.oly.} Tt was too tr(ixn;.ln'ti‘lﬁ:-a‘ﬁ’
fornian stood there with a sneer on his lips, a mocking hgh;
in bis eyes. The longboat was gone; already it looked ik
speck, floating far astern. s
““¥You hound !"" cried Johnson.. “ What have you done?™
“*Nipped ¥ little game in the bud,” replied the Cali-
‘You sece, senor, I guessed italll I Oughth
late.”

fornian coolly.
have done this before ; but, fortunately, it is not tco
“ Do you intend to cut away the other boats.”’
““Diable! you may bs sure I do. I will leave nothing )
but the gig. If you aro fools enough to attempt o quit the™ =
ship in that, why, have your own way; but you might as well
jump overboard at once!” g
For a minute the boatswain appeared to be about {o spring
at the mutineer, who continued fo baffie him a$ every point.
If he had done so, tho crew would have backed him up withor
a moment’s hesitation. But in the hand of the pirate gleamed
the fatal revolver, ready for use. Johnson thought better of
**You are master now,” he said furiously. * Bui our
will come, and then you shall pay for all this!”
Parma bowed with ironical politeness, and, taking no fusth
notice of the exasperated British seamen, proceeded to cut
other boats adrift. Very soon only the gig remained.
The boatswain's plan, to deser the ship and leave the
fornian alone on board, at mercy of wind and waves, |
effectually. knocked upon the head by the precautions of
astute pirate. Henceforth the crew were confined to :
whatever happened. ; 3
they were to save themsclves from being taken

«to the pirate’s lair, their only course was fo ove

mates’ bleed to deserve the slightest mercy.
and sure death—swould be his - 1 % {
‘iu%ed like a md‘:lgg s :
Ev

(e Dritish, but did



E one Halfpenny.

s of, sir)” the boal

. "ch ilu(r '1 the ‘eabin ekylight, rlrz. g
u] . rhu‘wa,n'm‘.
'éfhf‘;‘l'so bea i ;n began, ,.I '1;}‘; -
rery towards dx:tt sooundrel P
< ow: 1 murder 1o tre

. o |r ke
""I,y\n,,m and he ;
[ o g odly,’ Captain Desmond eaid ;
i "‘::a and fal senesd, be cannob 'xr,w»t o
":“T;,;.‘.}n opponen Hx’“ you 4ho L of
g decide v
“1 believe %0, you musb rl} wi
ot. and it is you, 11 fact, who must {a
33 % 1 koow thal would not make ¥
v »
- Give . mo & chance of revenging our injuri
4;‘, death #hall not prevent me from do

“ Well and good ! You are now much &l
o
.r‘: tertainly. I !‘1-’1” ]"3“" my bt
“You must not do s» a
Jy tske o turn for the wors
fm’y‘,u have bad a relapre t you ars
desth. Irr-hn” yourse 1f fast going, you
pefore you die. He could not be brut
s requost ; bes r](“, he bad no motive
Iorn.an will believe you are al your last g
in reality, be almost as sirong as he 1is,
VmH axs in your bunk. A eudden blow,
beside yl;!l-—

* Great tornadoes "’
on the back that took
hax hit the n:\il on ¢}

“The only thing I ;Yon b like nb,u!. it Jim
this—:t looks =0 Lr,”’ Y, 1th. tre ry.

aying him back in
wnyt? Mr. \]Ialco;m into the hands uf the #
coast of Australia; think how he took €
priee in the rigging, and threw him into
i waleen tmdmxu hr- I.Jz ehot down without merey,

own wicked end
d Yr\; the bostewain eaid, “ And think, {00, of the
w. ‘e intends to put the * K:n""no :f he znceeeds
B ing her to Argentine. He means to 611 her with (u”nro""
: eod make hc— a pirate! Think what a fearful curse to 4ho
}mndr'ndx a \'ﬁs=el would be, commanded by such 2 man 23
wan Permat

“Enough,” said the ekipper. “T am sure any means of con-
‘quericg a. mereiless villain like Parma ars justifiable ; if
men P’;;\:ln forgive va! I bave made up my mind to c;ury oub
"gcn are strong encugh, sir?’? azked our hero.

: uite! Ycu must emuggle the axe io me to-nmight; take
ﬁ!‘;{h&t Parma does not soe it. To-night spread the report
lmﬂfhnz The crew had better be made to believe it,
tu:.'w Jmay leak out by inadvertence. I'll have Parma
ocloek in the morning. Xou can be standing by,
iour gleeve, to join in when I etrike. And

poalswain, givi

“ Cap'n,

eried the
th away.

sad 1’

lked of furthar every pom arran,
rovided for qsmof er%turnéd

y to ruth down The companion ab ﬂner

“upon a

1 were going to preach
y willing to hear you

Yourg

= I ama ready to tzke my chancez,”
“I dognot expect to win always.
¢hall die game, withoul repenianc
gay? Carambof”

'Ih(‘ flash of c'r_n!, a2z Deamond xftcd his axe, caughth
and he slarted back—4oo late!

The skipper Lu'a"' himzelf forward, and struck with 23 his
strength.

Faixrly upon ike bandeome, cynical face fell the elazhing
{ﬁov‘i and backwards rezled tha Californian, blindsd W’EZ'.\

00«

He gave a yell, like a fiend from the pit as he fell, and
strove to fize agam. In a moment he was upon his zee*, and
the deadly revolver gleamed in his kb

Jim Desmond saw the Califcrnian gam his fect, end jor a
moment turned sick with dread.  But, summoning all his
Bri pluck, he flung himself upon the pirate.

Californian replied
When my hour comes, I
Have you nothing elee {o

his zye,

h Pﬂm,
blinded, fired at random ; ke miss=d Jnn, who the next momsnt
etabbed him in the breast,

The geamen, headed by Johnaor, were now pouring into ihe
czbin, shouting and brandishing their weapons.
Parma had zaid that he would dic game, and he did.
He cleared the blood from his eyes with a sweep of his hand,
and glared like a tiger mpon‘his foez, as, reelirg, he placed his
back against a bulkhead for support. The captain’s axe, hurled
zccurately, had siruck the pistol from his dying grasp. Bui,
swhile the chill of death was creepmg inf> his heart, he drew his
Leen poniard to fight to the last gasp. i
The 4ables were turned now, with a vengeance.
. The seamen, £6 long of pfeased and insulied, had their rer
wenge ot last. ‘They clos upon the cornered pirate like waves
sinking wreck. He struck with his vagely,
‘and the boalswain sta erodba&, severe!ywounﬂ
zen b 1 the Californian’




