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gHEioN JACK. —Vol X
By CHARLES HAMILTON.

e P o A A A

CEAPTER L 7
I How Frank Eamond Went to Bicep on y
| Awoks on the Ocsan—Bosoksd for Brisbant
of Namn.
“Hallo!
Frask E
goand biz
He last ez .
sz ; bot cor tbs
Bof a otiip, axd the

-~

bis
tas

mouth, and the coazd
arboard quatier,
and 2 largs show
1" covered b3
rizny coaster that
£ enip thal a3
Atlsntio aod ths
i there than &
il, ronning free, with e stiff brecza
cordage ratiling cheerily, and orderly

17 niasal

‘May oers,)

" were rapidly getting things
| & certzin amount of disorder
bound fo be on the first day s
ing eome work smidships whea
n% Femond on deck. At sight of taa
ped, 35 if struck domb, in ths middls of
conds he recovered his composure.
nore, Blake?” be 2sked, stepping to-
-rigen, Hho stopped in front of hum.
6. 1 dizkivered him in the fo'c's'ls, and
ho' L1

isimed Fraz ooy
$Nonsenss, kiddy, you're booked for Brivhe

yout bolong to us or not.  How did you com y 5T, , 14 | 4
Fehoshaphat, 1¢’s off 2gin!” 5 45 now aé don't belong fo this hyer vessel, nohow.

eank Eamooud Lad fainted, and b lay a desd weight in iz The'cold breath of the sea breeze reyived Frank, who opensd
pporting anins of the Yankee seaman, o his e7¢s 2gain, stating wildly 2t the capiain,
What's the row here?” 2 grufl voiee broke fu. © You've [ Hé'snot well! said Captain Bate in a mild yoice. “Taka
dion devk, Bill Diake! Wist arz you foolz’ rosnd ot io my ¢abin, Blake, and 4ell Lebon to attend him.”
& for?’ Tz king-heacted American zesman obeyed, and Frank was
Found a kid who 1335 he don't belong to tuis hers czafi1”  3sid upon the captain’s own sofa, end Lebon, Bute's steward,
#d Bill 1o Boatswain Garuets, for iz vias erpuage & ouave Frorchman, was left to ‘aftend him, whils Bill re-
ok, ‘:Lmk,b sir, he's dremed Lkes 5 (oS 's som, Bie 15 iurxg:d £0 the work that awaited him on deck.
‘some mistake here.” . The uncommon kinduess of the skipper to the strange lad
[he, bostswain looked st Frank Esmond with » grest deal  eaused 3 good deal of comment nmongsl; the seamen, :gd the
08 tz,‘ 7 : gonéral inapression was that they were lucky fo a
in't he o stowawar?” he questioned, under o9 good-natured s skipper.  But eoms of the hands, who
: — — - . bad gailed with Captain Bute before,
e S e P hook their heads at this Buols
would hardly have been called o soft-
d hearted man by anyone that knew him,
- supposed

to have

T A




gH& “UNION JACK Bvery ¥,

e £ n What tu ;cr.‘f_odd...‘g e

Mate Finchieg ¥4 v:.:,‘”m. ! §

»Mh‘ﬂ'- rod hn.i, and o7 1(06’ i 5
-

pever ot ik B ¢ h«u Shile .

o

N

)
§3

baliy So Bis s selet B
:;:lw't:a san Wis 'h w!"r st bollom ‘
doppes W ih Bis wi 14 manpers, o7 the mats o i

hably the J”Jr. D i
ks X . '§ do say bsrs, FPinchley, ;:‘"3'—‘
o1g 0

» s Kindness wob B
Bﬂc‘ "“’l’a' ’hd hat ﬂvmgb {0 g0 ,h'w,: 2 m" ué o
St him be comioriable while he s on board the * 237 "0

# Javt ax you choose! ’ repl wibi:w chief rks fecenlly,
¥ It's your news, not miBe. a5 you like you bad
e o 2w with the young “gwab before he begine

yenl ’-

Ye
by and went below. He sssumzd hbis
he cutered ibe abn_ Fraok was

in's I:usW..s, md 2

sitti ]

dviuvbwkuhnmdmenh 7»/

is cold aud shivering body. Co four cims imto biz

his eyes grew brightes, 2nd be no longer looked soared

ildered. He now sppearsd what be war—s wel-
1ad of Sifleen, of sturdy character.

#ill, my Iad, and eat, uad Czptain Bate, wien Frank

motion to rise as his entrance. “You mnst be

.
5
B

me&mmntteuw ¢s, aud the French
Wmokmythetnf.lafmxomhwoa.ov with the
Moftbe“llzyQ

“Now,” observed Oaptain Bate, # T wish &oknot bow aad
why easne on board my vesssl? You bave done a'*ry
serious thing, n‘zlua u have zioney ‘to pay ycba; paszags 10
Brisbane; as I imagine, came hers misiak
lhs‘nlbehtduponm il o
3nnkd¢nx!shule. Hitherio he had regzarded himself &3
ibo imjured but the captain seemed to look ab ibe
{mmthapponumtofm
J’ld‘n’tbnbawlmnembm:d, he replied.  ““Some-
;“ﬁ brough? me here last night, eir. The Jast thing
g 'm M”Wmmyroomak&mrndcu.e,m
was very slee‘;zi,;orlﬁdtglmofmom.g

‘mnﬂbmd know

hlvmcaﬂmlie‘l e

yoor nnle"" asked (hptun Bm 2brupily.

kD)

WL

”Pmm!“’f!mbavehﬁm’”wd ﬁ&cn..zaﬁ__‘r =
stern w2y, kiddic, what's ?éri-

Andrew Brown,” "r i
%Bmunm_xcn.d-y_,,
s € Was sharp ennmgh SEEE
ﬂsﬁnm?‘ie.llzﬂs_, "8;3,»_‘-‘ Seve
<o be got baek io Es
Fhateesr sbout im 49 Pg’%r;im. -

[
»“J
2
»
g

Have 50w anything gmmmﬁmﬂdLﬂaﬂs Tae boste==
S : hxm! ":gﬂ he meds Bs :c*"ér.\.s;:-b:f?;?
=3 .rfk‘ c.”r’;;ambbat‘"‘*—di&iﬂ 3"1’?' £ thet
Lg&an’stﬂi.st,becmséeahsb*;:f;-




0y
: r"“kv'n?;ﬂ £
O/Il " ..r" bo'sun and i
“Trar's some purly dirty biznoess
B sec 4he motive of that wwsb Lw--
3 ftl;!‘ ¢,.¢J ”rﬂ" lad s mone L 3
The kidn apper /lu 250
¢ vessel—ihal ROCH
* does tae th;;,»r mean by ey’ to
.umu
“The uh,p"' # in the game, bo'zun, I gues
“That's 1t. Do you re muub(r last night, when
$he .umour, every man was sent azhore,
#einninin’ on board? Drpr nd lpon it t}
a4 bronght aboard. Now, the ki pes
give V.z..k Ramond 2 vy'g 124 be could come back
im and hesrcy, Thab wou! du £ earve his purpose.’
The Avierioan tar looked decidedly st Arl,r\d
2 ¥oa don' cale’late they fuean to chuck him overboard?”
P #aid, in a low voise,
"Fither inag,” xaid G%r'/o Guue,h ﬂrrr‘ v o
0 MATLOn Hi somcwnere, in a place ho 1 na's'Lr ret ot of.
Will, you and me are honest veamen, if e don’t talk through
ur rose Lke the sXippey, and it's onr bxz to k60 n_m, 10 harm
pines o the Jnd wiilp he's aboard wc ‘ May Queon,’
4T oalcinie you're right, bo'sun.”  And Fae

we lay in
only Mr. ¥inchley
was when the Izd
didn’t mean just

they mean

two  true-

mll be seen,'}ud secured two valnable {riends on
“ May Queon And ho needed thom, for Lo was
phat e wonid have enemies, too.
do -wa ohi—irom 10 t5 12—vas teken that night
t'? woich Yankes Bill belonged, A hoat-
4i» duiies at dark, or soon afler, but hiz
Mky. Garnott bad 2 lit:le *caboose” aft,
ond of the first dog-watoh. Frank
to. hho Dborl-waloh, beeaue his new

atied sosroer, vhie Briton and the American, shook Lrands’

‘Paby

Simp

80D, & young

i1
il1s

and inferior

over the edgs
¢h Yankee Bill
> too suugly
the cory of

ond, wzs in I'rank 5 grasp
nxmtncr 5 7 across thie Dalmatian’s v
with all the force of the angry lad’s arm.

Tn blow, 0 sudden and "mce, made Danner reel back with

g cry of pain, e became white wit] 1 pas ion, and across
the deathly s Lm the et mark of the lash showed vividly.
Grind voon hm teeth, he sprang at

Frauk, and f:x;rly rained blows upon him. Frank was both
sirong and plucky, but ‘H" Dalmatian was 2 inll-grown man
of great muscalar poser; me Euglish lad was bm an infant
in comparison. Frank, reeling under the -11'2."1 blows, might
haye fa indeed, had not © Baby '’ Simpson "rushed
forward to interpose, and tzken the enraged man’'z onslaught
upon "mx‘e... -

Biind with anger, Dannor cared little avhere "nis Llows fell,
50 long a3 they. struck someone, and ‘e assailed Simpson as
mrouousxy a8 'he had attacked frank Esmond. Sunpmn was
o sturdy fellow, bub no mateh for the herculean Dalmatian,
and in & minuts or two he was suffering saverely for his chival-
ionship of the illused lad.

a critical moment the big American came into the fore-
casile, and, with 2 glance sesing the state of affairs, intorfered
promptly.

His large, muscular band was inscrted in the neck of Dan.
nor’s jersey, and a vzgorous thst nearly throtiled the rnffian,
Danner gasped chokingl fl strove to turn upon his
assailant, but Yankeo Bill jerked him about, hither and
thither, so that he could not keep his feet. roars broke
from the Da'matian’s bull-throat, his face was deep red, his

it bus long be{ore midoight
fi ief mabe g}m

In
‘iif o's’le; ﬂhﬁoAmenoan ohuokh

eyes slarting, but he could not release himself, for every
meient a fresh jerk threw him o Lalance. 2
this way the two paweriul ‘men trampled all mnd tha

- almatian apluttezmg. e



YHE " UNION JACK’ Brery Frig,
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4
SEn's sackcioth, o led for wal vz, and baihed Ri3 fsee. Ina
# tputey Danne? Came 50 5 D36 3 =

‘T!o-‘u aill da:d oo, w«l Blaks assisted r.-fni G .nq
Seamanook ; bt b sdness did wot str 80¥ softer c;m.in_.
th-r'sﬁnu& h Bo turped to eave tb¢ mwan be ha

"M " g Jalter spoke. : e e
mx Plske, I sball pot forget o0 Some doy I Wil kall

Ymhe Bill laughe l..':m,

GKAP"BB- 3.
rrank in Hot Water —ne Gentence on
Strokes with the Cat.
When Captain Pul2 un s 07 deck to take his watch bo
rotined t.‘m‘ Prank Eemond did mob €0 s up with the rest.
He called B 11 Blake to dim, aod a&r-l ﬁ_a reaso: . s bl
*The lad ain’t uf-d ‘) ._x., '1_ b the big L,_OT__J_ 5 50
Amerioan repliod ; in's really ncc ed wre calo ,Amd Tow s
that be might ba lofs i

panner—8ix

his JH"’ ock &ll°

D.vm ;':x.

1 - . i3
H o 1 o i s o 0 odastand v
¥ lers on bosrd = nmec Gy ]
> ipe o v Garaeit fook & :
was t ed np wi z :

(neh )m:n cmﬂ"
on, sir, bud he

h’dl t.v\d into him last night, ..d—-—— o were piped to witn:
Iou hear my order, Bbker ha captei 'ns.d distinetly. u.-anprovm'* of the i
Bl bn. Bis lip, and went slo¥1y nnd anwilbngzly ta tha fore- his secrot idea, so
. There hs hailed Fravk waking him out of a deep lashes. Frank, p
'wa] {o the snr ¢
+ Kiddie, tumble up! You musi comé on deek; captszu B “ Nonsense!” said Captain Bu
boy. Take the cat, and give him six

knew mou‘n of shipife 1o be aware that tb i'r:mA drew back, refusing 15
i1l is Jaw, and that sz order from the capt ain  toriure.
3 Jed. He was naturally » quick and active “I cannob do it sir,”” he 5
sinntes bad not elapsed when he j joiped the port- ¥ou insolent cub, do you
deck, Captain Bume looked at him keenly, “and “T do not mu io be insole
ites upon bis fair face. He sizned to him lo Frank said firmiy.

The seamen murmured approva

Teels T2:leT tau; cne of tho
nﬂ:c i

S e Gl e S

|

forward. y
you have been fighting already, boy1” ke said, with a But the look of cold, savage fer |
v‘.,o _camam 3 calm, stony face instantly :
I t help it, sirt” Frauk projested. ‘Will you obey me, Bm‘m'{ : :“
that wers perfectly cool and tra

H'm] Let ms hear all the particularz.”

hd. Bruta as Donner was, tha Iad did not for all that.
o trouble; besides, Yankze Bill had suffi- “I don’t bdong to your ship. I was kidnapped
.jmd z aimst my will,’” the boy zaid firmly. “I am not

e, m," hs «ard -e-vmu.ly- “but a3 Lam to our orden p
amozng the orew 1ofmetme be making V’ry ood see that yo
d - see ac u nave E0IE ¥ DaCl
lyhmw‘{vnﬁl? out of the c’lt I don’s bear Which it xs my duty, a3 ax{ oﬁ'cer and avfr; >
W-ﬂm ):;: p!we paq it over?”’ you of for your own we alfare,” .zud Capiain Bute in Bis
.'. .n% du-n -t Mn;: the skipper,  voice. ‘‘You will stand aside for +he p"e;ﬁn , Brown.”
N&‘ i, i nk, as if he Frank knew as well as the rest inat ihe matter wis =
Phe unbasd miwyol!‘nnk,margmng ended. He was onl id Dalmatian had bes
Betsad only set aside until the Dalmatian had b
1 comical. i e (isposed of. But he was fearless; he had dous whai hs B
cted  lieved to be right. Frank wasa tboughsiul, consci jentiods 34
of rehgwus feeling hat was sincere, veIy du_erea. ol
arizy of Captain Bute. No threat of punishmes =
il ave foreed the sturdy, gene.ous—natured lad fo b
Danner when he was defenceless. Besides this, he had an
‘easy suspicion that Bute was nos punishing Danper for s 8
reaon l;e stated. vl“nnk was quick-witted, and he felt =5

éf

e

derhande& abons this, though wast

! ually administer the cab, 2

S aorfed to in the Pritish seiv.

ke Bill 1o perform the operd
hesitated,

Danner. but bad
‘hﬁeh‘g 3 Ja.shas ove 5

rzebc
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o firsc stroke with B

ghat it too

I-)’.
Dancer was refea

su3y O the for

A" Bave to panis!
pabcrdinztion

o

pce, every ecaman i:(_;,

vk of clea

poriced and siarmed 2z he was, knew the
=68 of resistance, and he went quictly,
% Soliveds is the penishment inflicted in
viet pri for insatcedination,” Captain
te 2aid, with bis snaky smile, *1aball
its eflert vpon you, voeng men By the
0 the light of day agx'r, you may
Pt to sppreciate mors juatly the differ-
lemeoe between o caplain and & ship’s buy.”
I The batch was cdowd and fazteced, A
Below, Fruck Fimond remsived o the As ths oar crashed downward Prank Esmond spranz far out
& darkness, Above, consiernation the shining water. The back-kick o kis jf-npg mads the boat rock
fell npon the crew. Destswain Gamett io- violently, and Dzuner also striking with all kis force, ¢ne result 5as
poleively made u strids towsrds theicyfsced that the villain lost his footing and tumbled down upon thz thwaris
L * Do yon mesn to keep the lad sbut op in the dark thers, ~ 7ou shoulde’t be & bypoesite i you chorss to1” retorsd ©
‘he i candid mate. “Pat {g facts sre theae,

" Mot ceruiuly'l do! Do you criticise wy actions? Stand maroos Bsmond in s p}xeAl;:iua’! RS

? ks ofered
hy boatswain, not tronbling to repress the indignation (sl
giow in his face, turned awey silently. He was powerless.

1 Bote gave ore of bz cold rourd the deck,
nt to bis cabin.  Fi followed him there.
de, the mate made his superior officer &

4l your
1] [




gL “ UNION JACE” Every Fryg

‘ . o T T nd 1" 1 .
~ ) "A;I(JYr ibere, I‘ra-ﬂ’] £4meng ) saouted 3 1
W Myw quers’ | orey al a1, and was pop upder ihe “ @how yoursell, Jaddie 1" Paley,
. v r. ’ (4 : ) ) ,
fo Vhir "“ t'ﬁ.u n, wrietly % eaking. | : the cruelty There cama no 'ru}’ﬂy- T‘N'iu'( W&k 0% visib] !
ordere of s eapia, { pondimping 4 7 apxiety crossed the boatswain's migged fac T

Frank, ans y
fars might

5 o
va our hero, ’url"f away aft that ¢

Whi e mpmpathitng "'ugl,uld do nothing Lo s€F

wo Pute, the ceapen ¢ gt oy AUTTAG o i diept it
' ?n!':v:!,n-?ml.‘ of the bolder 1’(””"’ "“",/'{};'y‘-}h‘t 2!1:‘.15:13 work in his p':o'n« l‘arr’;o.) b{mvl,‘yng:,: A,»Aﬂd’.v\.’"‘ ed ( o
rolia’’ to the captacl, 'h') A -n:’(",'m'n{ As is usual among  ¥as j(ﬁr.‘z T -rlcrr-‘;i[r;!‘ hll"; },"'nr-'/".‘. 11“1 S and e
s A projest sgainst Frank'e I.nn;"‘ thery was much talk, and hanas u}n.;,r.wn ! 5 rll;;_”. sute, wi \
suen who have no If’:/»((m"" lesdes, 0027 s0ienos, nac rea ""1 o ," ]“ by SN g
vy ducinion srrived al Georgs Garnett went down into ths hold,
S waited breathlossly for bis reappearauce. In f
OHAPTEB 4. time ha came up, bearing Frank Eer Biah
Tio laid tha Iad on the d ( :
hed into Lis ‘

" «ht Among the { 18 1 ! f
0'Connar Plays tho Man— Frank .A:::Za" const. Bill brought it, and it was dashed
fiate In the parkness-On the piGaster i The oold shock brought a sigh fo his lips, and ( y
$1elp for Fravk came from an unexpocted 4 ' AT, more freely to know that he vet lived. As for Canta:
.hng-u;- of the poor lsd gave "’"—g for :f,‘,]rc ion G "ul  whatever ha felt ho concealed under a mask of jen
’ d erea P v 11 Y «
0’ Cormor, the wecond ‘maf"' He r(‘h'::i‘ror;éu'iw that Captain Frank cams 1o, z!:nd Garnett forced brandy do
is bearingy and ﬁml.‘f Cdlm;tg‘r'l as barbarous. The Irish  further reviving him. He st up,
Bute's condoct Was J "“1 “,,. “cientions, and, sorious matter  His face, wet with tears, w
: mate Why l“"d""’”}"d "’;)_ec » captain, he inade up bis mind  eorpse. 'Hg appeared to be
% (ot ? !,""’A ','T:fnw ‘;ﬁp;"mngiir‘lﬁ with the skipper. ‘VI”: cansed u}}’].d;rk.r:y’ 5 : :
o risk every b 9{- ft the deck in charge of Garnett, and went  terror which seizes upon even sirong me
this intention 'dc the captain's door. . confinement, and denied the blessing of lig
b’.!.r"’: sad !‘{" c,ﬁ,t,d :ug ’Buzc's voice, And O'Connor cn- Irich mate had saved his rcason, if not
Jome il € i as Bute snd Finchley fainted, and had he recovered his con-ciou
1 omfortable enovgh: A% J ;i s
tered, feeling uncomfortable €& ; hor ho hat liv e ey i
p s ingly » did not beat about  another hour in that living grave would ha
fxod thir eyes upon bis Queiomie Y i o gibbering idiot s
: ame to the poip directly. L. " : A
the bush, boweves, but came & < (arneit and Blake carried him to the forccast)

oy H i eak to you upon the gubjoot of '
" Ceptain Bute, 1 wish to sp ;{ “ o has been in the  him to bed; but he conld not sleep. He rema

eubject In &

'y tmprisonment,’ he saic - / :
L“_”"’:iﬂ;";ni”":‘;’p”“;m‘y,m 4211 me how long you intend to death, with wide, staring eyes. For a time
k"l}" him there?”’ }’}:‘;it 'n’c :{(Jml% die. ng:a(in Bute, not satisfied 5
\ caisod his eycbrows. : o | already done, ordere Garnett to send Frank o
Tho skipper > ¥ AMr. O'Connorf” he  saying that ke would bave no ¢kulkers aboard ;r,gf_;]?;

1 Of whal concern ix the matier Lo you, 1 5 d bave n
R s i boatswain refused, for his blood was up now, and he
# Haye you thought, sir,” said O'Connor carnestly, “what  noi have needed much more provocation to knock Bute
may be tha reull of this punisbment? The boy may stumble  on his own deck. Bute would have clapped Garnet( iy
lm{bru.k bis neck. X» may zo raving mad iu the terror of  but that he saw that cvery man was on the boatswai
the darkness.” excepting Danner, who didn’t count.  The skipper
“Your opinions are donbiiess valuable, Mr, O'Connor; bub  Garnett one of his cold scowls, and recalled his orda

1 haye made my decision, and 1 consider it mz~ bounden duty Frank did not die. In a couple of hours he was alacl
to adhore to it,” xuswered Bufe. “ And now, will you have  himesell again. In broken epntences he spoko of 5 h,ﬁ::m'
the kindnes Lo return to the dock?” : he had endnred. gty
id the eecond mate, becoming pale but The blackness bad seemed to close upon him like a s
fog, and he heard no sound bout the faint wash of

“Then, sir,” sai n ( 2
resoluto stil), “I protest against this revolting barbarity to a 4
; outside the hull, with the ocoasional seampering and squeak.

fling

were lad (™ )
¢ brows of Captain Bute contracted in a frown, : ing of a bright-oyed rat. Soon it seemed to him that threat
"' You protest! Very good!” he said coolly. ‘“And now ing eyes peered at him from the da;rkness? &;lezll r!qr? H“‘:;Jsig
. you have protestad, be good anouih to return to the deck. murmur changed to ghostly whispers, Ho  wes in an
: You refuse, then, to release tho boy? atmosphere of dread. He tried to banish his terrors by red

“The subject is ended, sir. Leave the eabin ! e peating to himself verses he k by 1 unting
~O'Connor wos hot-headed, like most Irishmen, and the so on;g bu¢ his bm*i’nnii?]eét tomg-asg ;xctx;retr ?o“:{?n& ;")' ;:.d
 op :.ulm insults did pot fail to rouso his anger. ~  ©  And finally he collapsed, falling in a swoon; but he was for a
Sl ’I‘ido dﬂt&ntmn mndn' Brown in the hold is illegal!”  t'mo conscious enough to know that rais were running over!
l:a ; 'blm ex your power, Captain Bute. In view  h'm and sniffivg at his lips. Completo insensibility suceeedid,
possible conscquences of»ﬂﬁw punishment, I shall take  from which the boatswain aroused him tpon the *‘Masy'|
the m‘:il;gﬁnuto‘mym T R e e A Queen’s’’ deok. : : o4
: will:d“nm ll;g'olr?: dﬁyﬂ beginning _‘0 glitter. 1t was morning on the following day when Frauk Teft I
11 call upon the erew to release Brown, taking all the oking pale and languid. Hearing from m

hammock, sltlill lo i
08l ki 2 messmates the part O’Connor had played. as they guessed,
k{?&%‘ﬁf‘“’“ my own shoulders!”” O'Conmor  took the first :ﬁ)’omnigy of thfnk}:',ng the. second mall
eV orce me to that, eir.  Th ~ O’Connor was er glum, for Bute showed his enmits i
housand pebty ways, msk ng the young officer’s life a mises)
nk knew that his benefzctor wonld lose by doing a3 22|
t he knew not how much. :
reived his thanks with a good-natured sm'le, bul
w how dispirited he was. R4 :
anmm'wm.w to injure you, sir, in refuii
: ( he began, after thanking 0°'Cour
top, but he went on rapitil
sble to repay your Kndaess
‘be one of the richest lands
] ghow you that I know b




Due Halfpenny, THE

d evem began to Like him a litile, For tha
m"p?;‘ﬁ‘fe;nho maver falt anything but hatred. Fridrick
ner had not lost his malignity, and Fsmond was always on
m‘“ud sgainst him. Danner had threatened to have his
e and Frank knew very well that the half-civilised Solavo-
¥:{im ruffian would keep his word if ha could. Once t_ho lad
had s close shave in the rigging, when a rope to which he
Bald was cut above, and he fell into the foretop, fortunately
hurting himself, excepting for a shaking. ‘He sus-
od Danner’s hand; but he had not seen the villain, so, as
L 8o had no proof, he said nothing about the matter. But
| aftor that experience he was doubly vigilant.
£ " By the time the “‘ May Queen " crossed the Equator Frank
& RBsmond had become a very fair sailor. Ho was a favourite
B ith all his mates, who had contributed_with sailor-like
rosity fo the collection made by Yankee Bill on his bohalf.
had come on board the ‘‘May Queen” possessing no-
ghing bat the clothes he stood in; but ere long he was the
lowner of a better-supplied chest than any man on_board.
Seamen are usually neat at cutting and sewing, at}d Yankee
Bill very deftly reduced some men’s garments 1n size for the
“@ise of his protege, so that Frank was fitted out in sailor garb.
be kindness of these rough, rugged sons of the sea deeply
puched Frank, who vowed to himself that he would repay it
hen it was in his power to do so. 3 ;
The *“ May Queen ” was abreast of the mouth of tho River
ngo when the skipper drew his vessel in towards the coast
Africa, This escited much surprise and surmise in the
iforecastle, for everyone knew that thes ghip’s destination ias
S Brisbane. Captain Bute could not mean to put in at Walfisch
for that was & thonsand miles further south than tho
go. It was then some foreign port he sought. Which—
for what reason? These questions much puzzled the

fhe ehip coasted along Portuguese West Africa for some
and finally came to anchor in the mouth of & river in the
Benguella region. The coest appeared to be deserted, but
afier 2 few hours o Portuguese official sppeared in a boat,
h & guard of six native rifflemen. Ho came from a fort up
8 river, and his business was to warn the English captain
no trading. with the natives would be permitted. Cap-
Bute took the El Commandante into his cabin, and
sd o bottle or two, and was soon upon excellent torms
& him. When he left the “ May Queen’’ the skipper said
o el il lied the hal
o cargo will be ready, ,” replied the hali-tipsy
nandante. And his black rowers pulled away. %
Captain Bute gave a word of explanation to the won-
region,” ho =aid, “ produces the most Iuscious fruits,
‘mean to l'ay in a supply of them for the voyage. Trad-
 mot lawful here rithout the permission of this officer’s
o1, but a bribe will do much. I am to zend a conple of
‘!goqt after dark to bring away as much frui¢ as I

ks of junk and biscuit, the prospect of a  foed "
{ rich tropical (r;xiﬁ; was £0 pleazing that
. nd as a
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drew, so bhat it was casy he mste fo I Yotk slras
be drawn by whoover he wished. ; Seaplebion
Frank Esmond got the first, and was much elated thor
and he waited eagerly to 286 who woul the other. }
that it wonld ba Yankea Bill or * Baby ' 8
to be Fridriock Danner.

Frank was disappointad. Had he sa¢n tha Yook which for
an instant ﬁas-he(i over Danner’s facs, ha wounld have heon
slarmed also.

George Garnett was made a little uncasy. 1o knes e
Dalmatian’s untamed nature w ho moro than suspeoted
that Danner had quitted his na iand on the shores of the
Adriatio to eseape the penalty of a orimo. Hi i
fears for Frank’s safety. Ho consvlted with Yar 3ill, and
when the hour for launching the boat drew near, the n

called Frank to them.

“My lad,” said the boatswain, ‘“that Anstr
don’t love you too muoh, and it’s ocenrred to me
out up rusty while you're alone on the river.
to ask tho eaptain to let you off going 1"’

“I'm not afraid of Danner,” replied Frank.
kike o ask Captain Bute without being able
reason.’’

1 s’posa that's so, too. Arter all, Danner ma
But keep your weather oye open, lad. And i
in your jaoket.” Tt was a long howie-knif long
American. ‘' If Danner tries to run foul of yon, just st
for all you’re worth.”

“I calo’late you’re a match for the galoot with that thar
sticker,” rmnurﬁ:&\d Yankee Bill. “ Be spry, kiddie, and kyarve
the cuss if he so much as looks cross-eyed at you."”

Fraok laughed, and promised to do so, and ha kept
knife hidden in his jacket, thongh it was rather an ar
article to handle. Soon after sunset the boat was low —
the smallest of the ship’s boats, mercly @ skiff. With Danner
at the oars, and Frank steering, the boat pulled np the river,
and soon passed beyond the range of vision of the watch on
the deck of the ' May Quaen.”

CHAPTER b5 3
On the River—Danner's Treachery—A Struzgle
for Life.

The moon was coming up over the 4ree-tops, and aoon afier
the setting of the sun the moonlight lay in @ silver shaat upon
the ocean, the river, and the forest.

*Twas & iypical West Afrioan river, shallowing in yallow
mud along goth banks, where thick mangroves grew in the

water. The forest, which began within a score of yards of

s
to the
ick him

* high watermarlk, locmed darkly round the river, end many of

the great branches, extending olear across the water, inter-
cepted the moon-rays, so that the silyer-breasted stream was
barred with black streaks.

The plash of Danner’s oars broke weirdly upon the stillness.
The scens, 50 new and strange, had & great effect npon Frank
Esmond, who looked about him with quick, ourions eyes. Iis
8aw some objects floating upon the water which he took to be
logs, but a movement of one of them showed that they wose
alive, and he knew them 4o be hippopotsmi then. The

g:onmity of these torrible monstors made him tremble ot firaf,

tﬁheytooknonoﬁoeofthqbout,andbombemoom-

~ less of them.

=0 'Wﬁh:nthebmﬁmssboﬁt‘milefmmihemmmd

oars, o
1 am tired with rowing,

” he said. * Will yon change for
timet” 3 oy

" answered Frank cheorially; but he had not
© ehaaged places with Danie, 50t Fiving the fol-
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o . » hissed, W
o ime has come, bratl he hissed, w3 ed his
= LoYo(l;”;' tnx: aboub to crush in your skull \with one blow )"’ sscent into the tres.

3 ing hi age.  matian held Frank's ank
up, changing colour, bub keeping his cour 13 ] ; s
II&?}" lslgt::te‘ge gurdergus design of the Dalmatian. It ap- knife with the other, w

ith a oruel _t)(n'n. gripped his left leg

<
>

‘ » n’s Mervy. wreathed his bloodsbained
Pfﬁl;%\:h‘z‘égg(ggflﬁ‘)g‘"s;i“{ﬁ“u Havenyt you enough pluck to Bu} Esmond was now in
) £ : V. wnfair advantagei’” fear had left him; he ac
sitack a lad without taxing an, KA s . vigot One fook was still [
“'The mark of tho lash 15 still on my back, 51}151 tho Dal- l.lxgoar_. ne foob wa Still |
watian, grinding his teeth. It shall be wiped oub in blood | ung irom tie ‘};;ano.}\ he ki
"' Tt was Mr, Finohloy that lashed you, not 1.7, : higiright baok sarawing A
“Yon were the cause. would kill the chief mate if I 8 frightful blow. Danner f
sould. bat you are in my power, I only regret leaying tho Stlﬂe«‘,} ory, apd the water ol
*May Queen’ without revenging myseli upon, Yankee Bill. Untrammelled now, Frank
Buat that shall come some day. But you, you vipor, shall pay  actively worked his way alc
the ponally now.” - Within the. circle of foliag
White, desporate, the boy glared at Danuer &8 he aimed the.  all Wes, blagk darkness. . By
: oar 10 strike, How could he elude the terrible blow !—how f-— silyer river, with Danner’s h
how? Ah, the river! As the oar crashed downward Frank The Dalmatian’s face was %
Bemond sprang far oub into the shining water. The back-kick disjointed, and the features ma
o1 his spring made the boat rock violently, and Danner aIs«Z had evidently suffered seve:
striking with ait his force, the result was that the villain lost  the pam he endurad only served
and render miu
R to kill Frank
Ha drew
¢} and sas astride o
rub the slime out
hjs breath.

_ Frank did not d
he had at first int
position Danner c
erawling along ¢}
feat in face of
knew nct that E
bowie-knife woult
him. Frank s
was a foot t

7

f his

oyer his head.

big kuife, holding
The. blade was ten
~a-very handy **¥
it he blessed the for
and his mate in pr

_etfective weapon.
Danner soon bagan to w
tha branch, which bent
his weight. As s00n
S shadow of the foliage, Fr
: see him; but he could cate
glitter of his eyes, and sometin
of his open knife. The Gendi
drawing steadily nearer and nearer i
dense darkness of the tree’s interios,
uncanny enougli to seare any mManot st
_merve, . But Frank’s blood 1was up,
| battle-fever was in bis ve :
| eager for the conilict to recomInelcs a3 e
~ Dalmatian bimscif could he. S =
- Danner was very near, when dimly
" saw Fraak’s form, and the faing glimmer &
" _the ten-inch bowie caughe Lis e7¢ 10
used as he discerned the weapon. Ihe
was to be a harder ona than b€ antiet
ted: But his stop ouly Jastad a mamv‘-‘;
The next, he waa advaneing axant. ']L"’\\ "
cautious, bjit‘hehad to take 1anre Uisks shasd
tationary dtelendgr. J it
anh

‘2 nk'skb(}\ric_ misse
Then he drow back for aa instelt
rd flur al‘himbelf‘forw'ard, Srkiog &

hewd

Ty
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3 nbed 1n J,u!
B s dad along to tho boat, climbed in, r
’:1':. mbh off into the river

nrrupxrxluvl

i troks on the DV
“’:‘ﬂ\ in ths moonlight
=~ Pridrick Dlnm'r[ f-"nl,
j oly a few feet, }
M. 'v‘:m:’rd. though, wai terrible,
: bla Lo a5 e
thought st

heard Frank drop,
d j';’-t yuccesded in pushing off.
boat cumo

ng his knife ebove hiq'lu»:(l.

), :nd by o deft throw be could
| work, it would knock Frank down,
an to get juto

syond a doubt.

“wir, when a harp erack broke the still-
of tha moonhit river. Prigic
Danner's arm fell norveless to his side ; ho
d forward npon his face in the slime,
¢losed above him —for ever']
CHAPTER 6.
ain to tho Rescuc—
.0%0;:":; is BGent Ashore.
shot was fired by George Garnett, the
in of tho ** May Queen.” 3
ily after the depacture of tho boat,
a Bute went to his bunk, and Mr.
iley Jet tho second mate take the first
going below to his cabin to smoke a
d nﬁece upon n'mntwr h:uddmd og
consequence—in fact, t is] )
‘money ho won!d receivo from Lacas
ey, when Frank Femond’s death lefy
gentloman in possezeion of the Esmond
sa utalos, The ohiof mate bad stndied
nne 's charncter carefully, and bo felb
g soro that Frank would pever return
rney alive,
nor being in charge of the deck,
vaiu Gammett took the opportunity of
‘ im_with his uneasiness on
¥ nt, and asked permission to
v thi boat in another, O'Conner guessed
a1 Bate wonld not like that ; bub
{ me.i?:’ apwa,m and
requ Ymn on,
noiselessly, in case
hicnld discover what was
3 “n’;‘&” ﬁ&m S8ix

a reyolver of

he with this {ask that he did not hear an
er, nor did he geo a boal coming up from

when Frank dislodged him from the
and the fall did not burt him much.
and for fiva minutes he lay

When at length bo staggered to his fect
i1 was revenge apon hia Fnemy.
v e underwood and slimo to the river, into which
Ehrough | He soon dizcerncd the boy, who

he drifting towards Danner, who drew back
to the shadow of the wangroves, gritting his teeth, and
% must pass close to

hsend his }é“(iiie inkl) the
is foe. FEven if the missila did not do its
i n thus epabling the
the boat and finish the fight at close
narters, when his great strength would place his success

Frank camo nearcr, the knifo was about

young Sim ~ The ghot wac his death- el}
. - 300 W
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¢elzicg an oar, tried  very shocked, “ what is the meaning of {his unzeemly v
““Ho has sent a boat lo look after younzy Es—Brown!*

spluttered the enraged chief mato.

Captain Bute set his leoth; bui his good
that it was useless {o make trouble over wha! was (
could not be undone.

** What did you do thas for, O"Connor?” 1

0'Counor explained what the boatswai
Whilo ha was speaking, Finchley went
the boat with all the power of his
have zeen.

Captain Bute forced himself to nod approval whe
explained, skilfully hiding his rage. To find faul
excito suspicion, and serve no purpoie. 12
the pracious pair were alone, Bute said tn Finchley,
must get rid of O'Connor!"” -

‘“Shall I knock him on the head some night?”

“No; but I will diemiss him from my service af Wal
Bay. We will put in there, and I will Jand him; you
inyent toms insubordination a3 a protext, but don't et
gucss what's coming until the time comes.”

_Garnott and his companions made the best speed up the
river, but could not overtake the first boat, owing to the ¢

his

Ho forced his

1 O'Con
would

T on, wkt
| TR

to whiz through

N ‘,
X, )

-
NS
N

WS
gz
50—
{ =3 Bt

fLils

‘Down with _the mnrde‘x;erl." ;hplited “Garaett, beside Timself.
infuriated seamen rushed at Finchley. He fired, and wounded
. The men thought

“them.
' : hen th
S T

on was killed, and their
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o b i f ths tmant bomt'screw, Bauto mado no = Az the ship drew in towards the coas
B e o e o T a5 o gy 5y

: deep! med when @amet told him what hac went up and spoke to him, 7 gis 4 the 118 U
sppeared iy ‘oowoy ‘I em eorry that }'0"1 are leaving R A5 2 Ty

v g';:..;lyonr waspicions of that men were not unfounded,”  you'll allow me to speak frealy—1 nep'h 1
be remsarked. I thank Mr. Garnett, for doing as you  partly on aocount of your kindness ¢ .. P &
wave done. And yon, lad "—patting Frank on the shoulder— dislikes you. Shall you return to Epg) , that
" you have had s narrow e<0ape, and I congratulate you. But “ I think so. A , &ip
oo must not think with bitterness of thet unfortunate man.  * Might I ask you, if you are sble, ¢ ry-
& has sinned, bot he has suffered for it. Remember him in  in Hampshire, and tell my guardian thas | o078 ko
your prayers.’” ! A be“Io;;r{uH_-.' anxionus about me.” 188 Tam aaty N
‘rank was touched by the feelivg with which the wkipper “Write a lettor, Jad, and I will tako ;
«po¥a, and the crew decided among themsclves that the “old And, sir, my guardian has a
man ' wasn't such a bad sort after all. No one but Finchley nf'“'.vlll be a friend bo you if you
knew how fearfully enraged the hypocritical villain was to sece = do need one,” O’Connor ¢
¥rank Esmond alive among his mesmates, There was no.  is dismissed for striking bis superior of
thing for it now, Bate knew, bLut to resort to the original employment again, ¢xcapt as a fo'c’s’
plan of marooning the kidpapped lad. v lad, Esmond, and if your guardian js
With the morning-light the ** May Qucen” spread hor white  be very grateful.
wingz, and Jeft bebind the Portuguese-African territory. Frank found en opportunity of writing -
Ths crew expected that there would be no more interrup- Squire Oakhurst, of Oalcharst Grange, Coun.

10 3 Oape Town; but tho “in- of his ki'l"-}PPif{R. of his suspicions of Lunas
:’m‘:;x.,‘)::e:;oi:?.;toleﬁa:t before Cape refusal of Captain Bute to transior him ml 22 Ly
That there waa ill-feeling aft, tho forecastle hands had long ?mf;’,' and, ndb(;’n: »ll, he dwelt upon what O'Cotinov et
known, and their sympathies were with O'Comz‘or. } B(lllt 10 y%r..némir?&mnﬁ”fﬂgh,‘,r,';”f squirs to o that o nd
i r i y ol - . O'(O Y) t- T 3 127 " SR

one expectod the outbreak which occurred on tho thir da? S R e nquim gy Eix‘lf‘dgfn‘zﬁ.'gu‘;

sfier leaving the Portuguese territory. : e : K . i
Mr, Finchley came an deck in tho forencon walch in a bad :gf},fgge&g"ﬁi(ﬁlﬁ;}:‘n -‘(?gogfﬁ, rom the ship, by .l,;
temper. Something was wrong with him, doubtless, for he was .44 06, : lunicate with his g

az savage as a bear, He found fault with tho state of tho - iy 5 x 2
ship, which bad been under Mr. O'Connor’s charge since dawn. hi?ﬁﬂ"e‘i\‘zlaﬂizl?dlii'g Qﬁ‘,"’y‘“&ji",ﬁ“’*;“ﬂWe 10 & boat, y4
As O’Conbor took no aotics of his remarks, he wont beyond o3 her encond wmate 862 = pui out to sca agsip ™
sueers to abuse. 3 \

*Do you call yourself a sailor?’ he demanded, planting

himself directly in front of O'Connor, and staring rudely in CHAPTER 7.
his face. The yot‘z'ni’mg flushed up. 5 ¢ Maroonodi
Mr. Finchley,” e said, with difficolty curbing his temper, Oape Town was the last siopping-place of the ")
e of y

“*if your object i oka into i inati ”
i 2o ol iy lo promle el inbordinston, You  Queen fore st cot tha uniy waih f o T Do
r1” - By tho time sho came to Tablo Bay, the crew were aw
*¥You won't, hey? You Irish varmint, you lubberly—"" tomed o the absence of the seccond mate. ~ 0'Connor's da
“Hold your tongue, sir, before I strike you £o the deck(? Jial threw the work upon the captain, who was obligel y
0'Connor cried, his eyos fiaming, his fists clenchod. take watch nn_d watch with Finchley, instead of taking it oup
a this 15 too much, Paddyl” And the brute 232 skipper is entitled to do. Bute did not mind
deliberately struck the socond mate across the face with his %28 one of those hard men upon whom work makes no imprs
opea hand. “‘There, that will teach——"" . s;gn, asd who )rtz_wo fow occnpa:mris‘(or thoir ] Nares All t
Baforo he could Bnish, a well-directed blow 1aid him on ki skipper’s spare time now was spent in counting his chicke
basok.  O'Connor forgot evetything, with his hot Celtio bloos 853’at_xmhawhed. Ho'waa part-owner of the ““May Quen
on fice, and he have foturned the blow even if death. 20 with the payments he meant ¢o extort from Lucas Lo
ley, he would buy out the other owners, and become sole pet

bad been the penalty.

The sermen Rnémid : sessor of the ship he commarided. This was tho programmi
{avoluntari] : ’ze';ﬂn&y mt.ht: m ;z w‘;l "tlg’:’éoi’l:}: he mapped out, and Frank Esmond'’s liberty, if not his Iif
bully; but Captain Bute’s arrival upon the scone stopped it, 2 to be tho prico of John Bute’s success. ;
and iustantly restored perfect silenoo. 2 A hurricane in the Indian Ocean delayed the  May Quecn
. %ﬂdﬂ" seemad about to hurl himself :pmm:hat, but at length she drew necar the Australian o

stood defia ith ; : inent. : S
: : n.t, St astung sy & bt The course lay along the southarn coast of this vast Britak
““No more blows. Havo I two Bri- Possession, and through Bass Straight, up tho eastern ghora.

or & pair of Billingsgate rowdies?”’ But Captain Bute's vagaries were not yot ended, and e
blow " O’Connor sfu{ coldly. : orew saw with wonder that, instead of passing along the o
lanetions. This is the second time  rect routo, the ship took a more southorly course. Did it

i5 the first time blows have be intond to pass south of Tesmania, instead of through
be the last. Oume of ,J“,’ mu;’;. strait separating that island from Vietoria? No, for the 0id

. ﬁ' m E; SRS ??&rle oqf the vessol chy t?t'l)x hmﬁ for rg;?:;n :1,;:.0“”
e : “May Queen’” on the o : aid b
the chiel tgf ”‘“‘h{dt. and what then? Tn the forecastlo the skippert
strango conduct was severcly criticised. - i
n Bute had his reasons. After a fow days of this cdﬂ:l /
 oruise, land was sighted to the south-oast. Unknowa Lz, (0]
?g&:wi;mvmmd on any chart; it wes merely one oed e

islets that stud the great southern oceen, tenant
Seabirds: ail yory diftirsnt from the green. and bt
A : S e y“dongﬁh"’“k’d}"
bis wey Garefull & o

into a cove, the s
‘particularly safe P47
- Al Ser to 08
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meant to sail, and he warned all hands to he
by dusk. B
ftarnoon of the second day wes drawing on to-
n‘:]d!;q:vggfn; the chiof mate sent Frank Esmond to bis cabin
for a glass, and followed him below, !
#Kid,” he said, in his rough voice, “I left my bincoulars
*hore to-day.  You know the sugarloaf rook on.the
That's the place. Just go and fetch them, and
parade of it; I don’t want Captain Bute to
I was so careless. Hers, take a glass of this before

aboard

know that
yo'fhio‘wewher was oold so far south, and Frank was glad to
aooept the glass of wine the mate offered him, astonished as
e was b; Finchley’s unusual good-humour. e
" The “ May Queen” lay alongside a flat streteh of rock, re-
. gembling & natural wharf, and a_gangway was :'k.':cod 201088
e intervening strip of water. Krank cro;ssed the gs,qgwiey
in the gathering dusk. Finchley had planned cunningly.
1a were in the forecs:isbk;’, n‘hﬁ‘rest. \?shore, with a
angs iffs between them and the ship. No one, conse-
Y :l;:f g:&ﬁl%smond’%a delfarburo. The lad disappeared before
h -parcty came back. ; :
oﬁ:h:;e&g&hg ;;;m the sugarloaf-shaped rock, about half @
mile from the ship. He falt strangely tired, and there was a
umming in his ears before he reac the spot. The glass
and he spent ten minutes looking for it, with-

”;m?m' 1l the while his brain was sucoumbing to the
 the treacherons mate had administered. ; :
What's the matter with me?” Frank muttered, passing his

: y over his aching eyes. ‘‘Am I ili—or what? Was

Wi Thete was the ¢lue. He had faken @ gl:;.'ss' of
: wr'gnnﬁxcas I?u?nley once, and had awakened t0 find him-
kidnapped. Was- this one also drugged? He did not

‘doubt it. it
" o turned back towards the  May Queen,” and started to
n, desperately anzious to reach the ship_before the dose
erpowerad his senses: He had not taken six steps when his
3 under him, and he fell. In vain he strove to rise;
: , and he fell, powerless. A few minufes more
the prostrate boy was stretobed as still and inert as the
s beneath him. T %
eanwhile, darkness had olosed in, and all the men of the
» Queen ' had returned to the vessel. The seamen, not
" aware of Frank’s absence, did not think of him when
ras weighed. There was a favourable breeze for
at, they thought, was Captain Bute’s reason
ter dark. The ship drew out upon the broad
the wind filled the sails, and away she flew into the

¢ Esmond lay senseless, how long he knew not, but

 awoke the sun was in the sky. :

. morning, and the ocean rippled in the sunshine, and
-birds were ,ﬂutterm& over the lonely islet.

:nﬁl m;:“’ and the ories of the birds, dis-

o =

6 most part, were cheering and
sailor-tad there was no cheer.

THE “UNION JACK,

The pale sky, the drifting oloud
all were hateful to him now, for
t0_behold till death sealed his
His head ached—the effeot of
he had swallowed. But hung
Ho remembered where, in his
formed of rainwater in the hollo
wiy to it, and foun ittle left.
mained of the brac
It was hasty, but he
him was its small
and thére were no sprin
frequently he would die o
For food, he could plunder the
supply of eggs would be nearly ine
means of cook

<ing them, he would
collected some, but he was not yet
to attack them, so he placed them ia a oleft ur
need them, <

3 With the thought that he might yet sae the topsails

May Queen,” he climbed to the summit of a cliff,
soanned the sea in every direction. Buf about a loague iro
the rock a mist was rising from the ocean, and his view wa
cut off. But his sense told him éhkat the ship must be
below the horizon by this time.

He tried to think bhat his friends en bosrd the * May
Queen”’ would, when they discovered his absence, force tha
captain to return for him. But doubiless Captain Bute wounld
satisfy them in some specious way, or cempel them to Iet the
matter alone. = The power of a onpéain is practically un-
limited, and resistance to his will is matisy—e terrible wordy
a more terrible reality. If Garnett made the crew rovolt, i}
might mean a bullet through his head, or a long term of im-
prisonment in England. s

Frank had little hope of being saved by the orew of e
“May Queen.” But in this he did the secamen scant justice.
British sailors are not prone to oonsider consequences tce
nicely when it is'a question of sticking {0 & messmate in dis-

- tress.

- ‘pensable,
forecastle.
he hurled = parcel of
lon

- The cry was instantly taken

Frank scanned the sea till his eyes were weary. Tlhen,
throwing himself upon the hard roek, teass camo 4o his relief,
and he wept bitterly.

CHAPTER 8

Bhipmates True.

While the darkness still lay upon the gen, the * BMay Queen
left the isle far behind, the night breezs élling ouf her canvas,
and the voyage to Anstralia zecommenced, while on the rocky
islet shore Frank Esmond lay, alone, heariiessly sbandoned.

It was no part of the schemers’ plaa te let the crew know
what, had been done with Frank, and Findhley had a cunning
plan in his mind to deceive them npea this potnt. He allowed
no lights sbove deck, save the hesddizhts, which were mndis.
and ho sent as many of vhe erew s he could to 3he

Being unobserved, about four heurs saiting,
old pieoes of irom-imte tho ses, mauking A

d splash
& Msgx overboard!”” he shouted.

upby & ssore of voioed,
‘ Man overboard! Man overfoud L
;i ready o play his part, come up




r hand on the Good Book and say you know nothing

rank Esmond’s deatht” B
hardly ave been more surprised if Davy
Jc'ﬁ: m“hmkw‘gg !\udyout of the sea and asked the ques-

tion. . R

rned coceded & step, and stared at ths determin
bolaltes‘tr‘:"g, whose suspicions were confirmed by this ehow of
agitation.

2 Gamett?” bo said, in a gasping voioe.

";‘f};to‘ll%hyeo?ﬁ:;nvueeu.' » rang out the ’boamvain's clear
voice, “you have all heard Frank Esmond's story—how he
was kidnap ”

““Hold
ballying bluster,

our tongue!” broke in Finciley; -.xnndm ?us u;mr}
““The brat was not kidpapped; o was
stowaway!”

“He was kidnapped,” the boatswain said firmly. “You
thought, sir, that fo'd’e’le bands are too busy to '.gmk.‘_too
thiockheaded to =es, too densc to pub two-and-two together.
The first night at sca I questioned tho boy, aud I_e?rvned his
story. That story fras been explained to all the fo'c’?'le, ‘},“d
tise fo'c'e’le will see fair play, thet was what we all swore ("'

And & murmur from the crew backed up ths boatswain.
Captain Bute, fairly scared by this development, was com-
pels’ed to clutoh a stay to steady himself. Brutal, rough-

voiced Finchley showed more pluck, keeping up his bluster.

“8’pose you mind your own business, Garnett!” he eug-
gested.  “Insolence to_your officers may be punished by
irons, or the cat, man. Take caral” B :

“By the Lord Harry,” oried Garnott, bis indignation and
his temper fast rising, * there ehall be something more than
insolence here! Do you think we don’t know, you bully, why
we were all oleared out of the ehip the night before eailing

. from Portsmonth? It wes so that I'rank Esmond could bo
smuggled aboard. Do you think we don’t know why hs was
shut np in the bold? or why he was sent alono up the river
in Africe with Dannerf D’ye think we don’t know that Mr.

O’Connor_was eent ashore merely because he was Esmond’s

friend? D’ye think we don’t know why it was pretended that

¥smond’s name was Andrew Brown? D'ys think,” the boat-

SwWain fa.ul‘y shouted, his voice riging as he beceme more exas-

rated—*'d’ye think that we don’t know that sou two eca-
awyers meant to muorder the poor kid all along?™ -

The anger of the boatswain end ¢he expression of the orew
daunted the brazen-faced chief mato. He saw danger aboad—
danger of mutiny and deatht

*‘ You are entirely mistaken,”” he eaid. ‘* You dan't mean
to imputs foul play to Captain Bute or ¢o me, do you?”

Garnett did not answer him, bub turned to the excited

sailors.
¢ Mates, Frank Esmond has been lost overboard. Who saw
bim fall into tho sea?”
‘Thera was, of course, no reply.
* Who first gave the alarm o{’Mm overboard’ 7"’
'"M:. Finchley did1” oried a dozen voices.
% And I calo'late,” said Bill Blaks, with his Yankes drawl,
that that durned ouss knows how poor Irank went over, if
0o ono eles does!” <
_::Mqrdprerl’.' came @ menacing shoutb. 5
- This is madness!” cried Csplain Bute, white {0 the lipa,
gw can you think that I, @ man of pi J and—-"
A durned lying bypocrite, yon mean!” Yankeo Bill inter-
i ooy
- _All order, pline was gono; no omo showed ¢the
slightest respect to the officers, and matters were momentarily
a more dangcrous . The two schemers bad
to make the crew beliove that Frank had
rhoard, for if they had known of the marooning they would
. b&tg to roturn for Frank—or, at least,
hioh B

ute ed e ingly cunnin
L uD; ted cry o?gmnrda}i’
uto wad given them credit for

winked so oasily as fio &iad antioi-
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villainy as soon as they reached porf. -
‘ n‘t por@

 first acts wes to

fey was caught up in the powerin
wont fiying over the tafirail, with 4 S *
his head and body, and £ha waters of et 2. TOuad
olosed over his dead body v Sough
The men werd mad nor, and
deck in abject terror es ¢!
“It's a durned lLiol”
sha’n’t save your skin
and ¢wo’'e no wuss th
“ ] swear it's trae!”
Hiands dragged him (o the &
iron into the eca! Frar
“ Hold hard, mategs,” _
the truth. We'll return end s2e, afors wo sen
Jones's locker!” .
The captain was released, and ¢the “Mavr 0o,
and stood back towards the sea-rock a: the new 2t
upon the ocean -
.

- ® . ~

Frank rose, his face wel wi
eyes seaward. What did |
frantio joy, and danoco t
mentad? He saw the ship
mists, coming towards him, clo
the wind. He shouted, saved hi: cap,
and soon & oheer from the “ May Quoen ”
seen.

Then 5o raoed down &0 il
tims as a bost from the &}
ging the seamen in hi
rough sailors were mov:

deck of ¢he “ May Queen” beneath his fecs. Ti
down somowbalt.

The boatswain, who Wwas very gravs nov
$aken place on board, and Fra
Simpson, a8 it turned out, was
fact, wes upon his feet again i

The death of Ficchley, «
it anede the position of
by some to throw John B
and got to Australia in the it tory of
The skipper, in deadlr fear for his life, proposed ta come
terms with his revolied crew. E

After much consideration it was
should be epared on condition of his ¢
in the log as “‘lost overbeard,” =and &w
what had taken plece. For tho sexmen, perf
23 they wore, werq, legally, uiterly in the wro
¢éovera punishment as mutineers.  And Frank promised o8
skipper, in the name of his guardian, that be sbould rot 8
prosecuted for bis share in the kidnapping. Buie's des
against our hero he, of courss, aban o'm; pow. EFrack
vothing more to fear from him.

This patobed-up peaca {asted while the “May Queé
voyaged to Brisbane. Captsia Bute kept his wo

men, noh from ‘honourable motives, but beosuse a”
exposure would have brought him disgrace, ruin, ed
pnsonment, and he did not czre to face thess merely for
sake of reveage. ; e

Garnett and Yankee Bill took Frank back 40 Eaglasd
they arrived safely at Esmond Chase, There Bquire Oakh
awaited them, having learned all from 0'Connor. Lo
Lumley fn timo to escape arrest, and Erank for
honour of the family, took no proceedings egainst hix.
Nemesis was on hia frzck.

The vessol in wiich ke Iefi
land wont down in an Atlentic gale, and Lumley mef 225
ke had destined his cousic to. S 0 et
Frank® had no difficulty in proving bis identty
uardian’s conviotion being the best evidence 00 tha
iﬁd Gie easily pereuaded ¢ae matnred squire (o SHEQ
iyt e fo e o i 7.
’ rewandin, rave Seamen Wi ‘
1n toe hour of dan fr By the squire’s influence & good :
':ﬁ‘nd’whm :: 'l'ut Frank came P :
&’ b -
: purchase the ** May Queen” Irom
d of it to O’Connor, and man = ¥




