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""This ends our rivalry, ecnhor burgher!"” shouted Catanzaro, as his blade circled over the defenceless
Beofors the dagger could descend, a grip of iron was laid upon the arm of the

head of the Boer.
Portuguesge, and the stroke was stayed mid-way.

A TALE OF A GOLD-HUNT IN DELAGOA BAY.
By CHARLES HAMILTON, Author of *The Prisoner of Shantung," &e.

CHAPTER 1.
A Strange Find In tho Forest—Mow Qom Paul Lost
hia Million.

* Baas, did you hear it?"’ 5 .

Fabyaan, the Zuly, epoke ina hu?hcd voice, while his ainewy
P-tnd xrliﬂwd the arm of Bernard Blake, and brought him to an
abrupt A

“1 heard oothicg, Babyaan,” Blake eaid, in an equally low
tone " Your ears aro 8¢ xeyn As & gemsbok's.  What is itt"”

Tir denee tropical foreat—which covers most of Portuguess
Fare Afriea-Jay nround them, silent eave for tha suiker-vogels
that elirped grnongat the wagenboom,

The wound that Led caught the keen ear of the Zulu was re-
veated, aud this time both heard it

Il was & low, fecble woen, as of & man in thoe direst agony,
with barely strength enough to voica his suffering. .
CThe Zouls, ever ruspicious, parted the engac-bushes on his
£t with 3 cautiow nend. The opening thus made disclosad
»osoenn et brougkt en exclamatiop of horror Lo the lips of
Iornard Rlake, ;

A mati—a Purluguese by hisattire and swarthy {ace—lay upon
s back on the other +ido of \he bush,  Ilis uniform was rent
u.zl_.‘.nl::.cli; 16 hin neevelers hand Le yel grasped s Lroken
poctard,

The blood, datiod upon by face and cloliing, came frem

tarce terrible wounds, any one of which wonld have basa fatsl,

The marvel waa that he ye! breathed. i
hj‘Good hieavens!” Blake ejuculated, “ who has done tais
thing?"

Babyasn gave a grim emile. i ’ Y

“Black Gerrart, the Boer,” he replied. *Dis man i3 the
Poriuguess commandsan(s of Fort Fracca, near Lorenzo Mac-
quez, Ho lofl thé fort in company with Gerrart and his men
There has been {reachery, bass."

The dying man did not seem aware of the presenca of (hs
En&lishmm and the Zuly, until the former knelt by his side,
and placed water to hia lipa. . .

Then his cyes opened, and he looked with a wondering gaze
upon the men who succoured him. . : :

“Fear nothing,” said Berpard reassuringly, a3 tée man's
fingers Arembled upen the remnant of his ponisrd. “I 2m 2n

nglichinan—your friead. Can I do you any service? Do you
underatand met" 5 : .

The Portuguess mado an effort, and spoke in English, bui
80 foebly that Blake could hardly eatch his words:

Y Sen;:or, who are you, acd how came you here!?

%Y sm hunting on'this coast. My home is in Cape ToF2,
Lur, [ am up Liera to shoot lions. The Zul.u is my comrads. &

Ther» came a pleased look into Babysan's dark eyes a4 Blaks
eaid this. He war in Blake's gervice ; but a spizit of comrade-

A —— e S —————

et



- % (37 |
s Fnea tha
2 Frazrraat b
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vessnls hava eajled
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ing to a Letenzo
to lier the box af
n {or Uom Panl when ha
wen! down, and Oom Paul's
2 to th 1L ie 1y
: Yor 4o oh-
Il above

T suwspeciod what tha vil.
eed with ma to seel tha trassure
crwisy T zhould hava had Ban

z me Ho dured ma here, and
1in anguish for hours zincs

e, Tlar o

averns of San Marca,
aty and La ay

and zhaz: I canfess tha

peziaried, Ut he was dece

kis man sLot ma down

they lofe 1o

‘A?’.

lain Hocr

w Portagnie:s beoke off, and an azhy pallor crept over
.,

Bernam) 1)
have sbojpe
Iovars.

d w23 terribly noar, wonld
tha Portuguese wend on

*8enhor the Yoot miltion of Oom Paul iz freo to whaomzaoever
an fiaed 10 Wil you find it and avenge me upon that traitor
Bosri If he finds iz, Tewill be in thae hand: o[a hitter foe of
Rritain. It Yoy baon sk al #a, and therefors balongs to
Whafinder. OL, ¥ wonld givamy haart’s blood for revengs upon
Blsek Gorparr i i

The ward-, npon tha lips of 2 maa abont 10 apprar heforn hisz
Maker, wire not pleasans to hear,

But Bornard Dlake thought of Kruger's lost milkion, He
behoved th tale of the Portugiees commandante, This gald,
forcefully relz:d by ano of Britzinla foey, was surely a lawinl
prizn Lo ahoaver coald take 5ty

" What o yong pa Badyaan®’ o askod,

"Thes Zulw'a zroat gl’rwk nyes wiers eager. ;

"“Beek du (reasure, baas," he raplicd.. “ Balyaan will help

you? .

The eyer of the Portugures glittered with uenatural light.
e had the vongefal hata of o fiery Boulliern nature. - And
what more delicious revenga than to enatch from Black Gorrart
150 wast fortuna which the Boar now deemed recuraly within
his graept = g

“Consant, senbar! he panied, “1o mako a goarch of the
caves of Ban Murco. Blaek Gerrart intends ta coize an English
vorsol, tow dying upon the coast, near the mouth of the Lim-
popo.  The crow of this yacht ho will throw into the aea,
That was our- 1 mean his—plan,  Bave your counlrymon)"

T'hat doaided Borpard.

Y will take thd trail* ho paid.

he commandanty raapped his tecth,

" Good, ynod!  But take caro; for Black Genart has dwelva
men, all good shots, 'I'hny wera of Do Wet's Lest, and doserted
wlu;::l{:ww railed for Buropo, Tonight—they altack—the—
yac .

TForther nitoranesy way preventad by a Yorrible hmmorcliego,
brought on by the 4 iart of rpeaking.

Thers wan a rhort, wgoniied wreatlo and the commandauty
expired. "Tho Englihman closed hia q']m:ty oyos with a gentle
toneh. Tho cowmandants Lad Lovn us had a man as tha
Boer he hated, porhaps s but e o dead now, and death wipd
oul averything,

Bernard Blake st ratehad oub his hand to his Zuly comrude,

" We camg to hunt Yons,” ) rald s “but we aro to hunt
jackals instead —Toor Jackali—with a big fortuno at the end of
tho bunt, . Wa swill aeak Kru zer’n Jost milbion, you and I, and
wo'll find §b and sharo i, my bravo Babyaan, My ya { L

THE IRON DWARF, & Tale of wé ._r;{;'m

.
141' -
. N ‘; ]
5 - ¢ R |
CHAPTED
The Yarnt in 1he le,’.'.:m T~:‘
5 .,
.I',‘.taci(n.".',.r dralngy », § g
L% v ‘ >y LUSwe
3] » ‘ 4
12937 paced Tep
2ddanges; for b 83zl ne o
g aac fmrn ; : 5
w0 buzan form )
. :.-‘.v .

Ona %33 & poserful Za
Iisla 2 than a boy,
and limhza inll of 124 gla iy
pair wera Bahyaan and his whisn = i
oar,
! Babyaan, that muct ba
J2 24 yache, and clearly En
And thera aze a3 yob ng &
The Zula zava 2
nsdded,
“*We ara Lore §irat)
I will hail 2he yac:

e

2
40

pirial. )
“Who aro "’ cama ringls
“Strangers ars ot wanted hero

I am an Englishman, a= vou 2 b
yonu of a groay dang’r thal hings o o,
aid!” )

S Wail 3 Biti” Tha yachizman steppel

and called ont; tanzaro .

" What i3 3L, caro rapitann?” asked a s

" Strangers—and danger !

* Caramba I .

All trave of slacpines va
t2an a mimie o burly Portugy
'.olz, cama up. Although he was o
indicated that he had been & eoldier,

Tha ** caro capitano ™
eaid.

“ Bhall we allow him on board,

« Portuzuesn emiled cunning )

* Assuredly, Ceptain Loyburn. They a
uro Dot what thay yepresent, havo wo oot
bere? The sea is deep, ond the
£harks!"

The Engliliman shudderad, !I';l‘?. mads na

eenh
Tye
i

Honhor - Calanzaro eallid up the
swarthysmen of Yorlugurze s, many
Kaffic blood in thair voins all of thon
and boetlo hrowed.,

A Yight 2K was lowerad, an
took it netosa tho twenty fa
““Aphrodite” from the vhalvins

“ Enter, wir," said the vachtinaa. )
OWnor and commander *Aphrod:te

P e ! Babyss
Do fow minutox Bornerd Blako an | Babys

deck of the cutler yacht, and th l:"'—[“i-
together, and stood en juand, when they £
the prosonca of o bund of armedo P

“ Wa aro honournd,” el Blako “Das

visitora with your garri-ou nnder arme:

‘
st alancany
“Thae depende,’ sud Cifa nto Catancany

o too €A

of visiiors wo receive  Qua cannot

ta Jun
. o RS
a Jand of |l.m{'ur. You eutney, you sy, 94

plain yoursal "
Bk dikod no t 1 o
In vory brief ternw ha .-11..1:1".’0\.‘ ‘" san: (e
\\.\llu‘l(}!im of the mtendad A"‘.;;.“ :‘{ Vom
nothing, howaver, of the lust million
Bt own eaciet. fll outl’
' 8o Carnian and Black (-'-.:H;:T,L ’.‘i“\::l- -
zaro, laughing. ' It was natu e S
holden to you. T am Cilusnto Catans

” ha touo«
or tho words nor tha tons
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pne Halfpeuny-

of Portugal

- Loam the- the parine,
Voo lepm A0 the voyage of ‘ yreht ¥
y henss you to the Limpopo?™ caid Blag,

A \ )
{ o on hoara the * Aphiamlita ™ I presed

3 Mo hod expeeted Lo find an K
bl and so was tha o
’ wes, and this Cat w
w Caplain Leybara did,
aaidd Cifuento, with a hland =nijle,
‘N culsted Bk,
3 fow 1l a
R - hed ho cariu Lol with the 1

Joulders.  Of all the chimeras n whioh

. rich, he thought this the wildest.

N i e o changed the subjeet.

Lo Tngteo, will yout level your rifle upow our sy in
cuar Ingi ”"

1o

hi

wath TA¢
vi I shall o very Dapipy to belp”
fank you."

S sveft OF “ Apkrodite” were posted at once, to be in
;s for the attack.
I asn had a placo near the binunacle. There,

o oprortunity of whispering 10 his master,
he the erews

i b R ‘
1o % ind plaze for us, baa-.
s

Senlior Catanzaio greal

‘D vor hraw him, Dabyaan?”

e wa- Colone]l Carmian’s sccond in command at Foud
Teares, bnss, ese men loafers of Lorenzo Margues,”
= e patpann, there's romething “w:'.;:’alwmt this vessel, X

the look of affairs here.
Parlnguese hal slole ship, baast"

o'y balf

ol {ha

i imly occurred to Blake.
)N mn i undoubtedly ~an  Fogli-hraan,
Haiseae However, there's io—— Wha the dickeas 15 dhat 4"

AT cpneee voicn—a female voler of the most. maledicus
cectsoee nad fallen upon the car of Bernarnd Dlake. )
' Corowhet s all this?  Are you expeeting an attack?”
, Florence,” answered Captain Teyburin. * You must
v Drlow.
Lo Joeked round in lime fo sce a graceful, girlish
\ jrear into the companionway.
Hoowos stunzed. Leyburn had a daughter, the
w0 poesenger on the yacht? The -
< ueored sn iy ear until the alinm
Ve eaning trife,
pecome the Duteh ! ejaculated Cifuento Calanzaro,
cuiony propelled Ly muffled paddles, was sweeping
3 u the Lunpopo. o
Live v 1 e 't s H
TR ";‘:' .1%:’. rye nn_L,')'il have (aken it for @ foating trunk,
ol Boers dnd spread a greal picea of eanw inted
Aeonncarer b o [ _Divce of eanvas, printed
atr oty wnd this hid the paddlers, aud disgui=oil tho

I and Gio
aL voice hao had licard
ew all his thoughts to

W ©Cal g o B i
: ..-: ’r’L the canoe. Only (Le liead of the steersman could ho:
i) x-:, .4\.!:.<.. bis hat, an cnormons one of fell, which Almost
U\ cunnieg doviea !
chulle

moy cjaculated Catanzaro, with a sneering
Sennors, watch o seud that steorsman rolling over

vantiomly pushed oul of o porthole, and he
» B with deliberate care.
e ".“'“;;"i @ ltlies 1 seomed liko saurder. But, after
z melmen were coming 4o take the “* Aphrodite ' by
rhrpnse, b mordetous jnteyt

A4 Cwar, eracking 3

z report bioke the stillness of dhe mooulit

5 T Boer sloersm
AL sed 1o
Pan v L'

A g

1 sprang up creel, uttering o lond ery
ore of wirpriw than pain.

~..."l. “‘i"”,‘ & vl pluce. He spun round, and
) ‘r!’:‘.‘ arcd into 4l s water, only the widening ciroles
bt !'-i--{' ":"vlflr.\: 1 slow \.):grco e had suok. .
D T ;-‘;;tl!k A Guman 1 had been snuffed ont
o s & dath sonl cont o face its Judge.
e R oss baed borst w loud laugh. As if by
) 4.‘\\:&- wegdUng fiom the Loat, and a dozen rifles
ot e volay of Maeer bullets hailed upon the

2

ol .
i ‘r; flh;u comnmenced, The Boers had faild to earry
o e surprre, Lt thelr dogged conragoe would not

: ""x;"" Pelreat vithoul wn nitempt to gain theic objret.

P Niitice J ‘\u‘n ke e, cir-hed apainst Lhe side of
i PRI, and oty rang out at clore quarters,

PR "" ‘:ll“ Duteh were at a great disadvantage. On the

@ wane, t.“" “ ‘-,"n l';h\of. and krente, and kopje, they were
Riding o Cott olo their pumber of Portuguew.  Kven

. Coovdlant v had often hien woretod by them and

low,

r'.yl'.- mn ey tollowed De Wet upon the plains of
s h\‘t‘x Calony. Tut vpon the water they fad no
St Catwarazo and hiv nimblo Inavoes

NEXT WEEK 1-A Thrilling Tale of Myastery,
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Bullets, ar vy
siar poniard-, sinwek them down ¢
U\_l Hmb aboard. (3, rravt Drad it oadlos
with lonz Laie apd Deard of

bravely. 11,

N baedr Deader, a gigan o
the Dblackest hue, jod
A

cainn 1 Eadtais ¢
Ty, svinee the tafirail, -anl oniv Bt Gas
|‘, l |u1 .I al a Partnen 20, anl y ! O 1,
ernard Binke me : i gca

t I with elnlih

! ddgur, and knooked

hosvover, he arnamental rail
B ol

¥y ot the merey of the

i

' y \
backsenrds, [
st ;

Fstunnad, and wlis!

prar

*blow. Tlo

v s had 1o e onal o
a0 hsted Lo s {3 presonal ‘:”Jﬁ'l

a fallen fon,
: P vas ney. 0y (e, P
N aiied, 310 :
bellets of “ha'wxultont DPortue .
inz Black Gerry Hoging hling

2o bBlack Gerrart olingine blindly
tovards him. A long pomard, gy
was iu his hand. '

et .

This ends onr rivalry, seulor buest

" H 1 ) i
vare, as his blade eipelid

o “anoe, ‘-\i{fx
cid iy, fallowed Ly 4l
i 30 I0liG »w the
et (fata
to the
alrvady staines

!

over the dofence

Boor, head of the
LA LAY 1 woee o %

Portogueze dop!™ hissed Black Gorrars, glaring fierce de

<RF hierce ge-

fianeo, :m-.l‘ showing 16 tign af flinehiug
Bofore tha dagger conld descend, o g
upon Uhe avin of tha Partuzor s
wid way.
"lm'x‘.m;';‘ with a growl of rage, Catanzaro saw th
Ll‘l[u._u.l Blake, who jnterposed between him and his vie
= l"nlmml' i, .-.~|‘x|mr Tugivzo ! he yelled.
It ;1( xl‘;j?'nl\\ip:imln(f M%nv'/.,‘.m...thng’\\'nuid i;r‘:z COMW .1:'1".', stickel
14 15 not woitpy of a eoldier 1o slay a helpless vian !
"Who, indiavelo’s nume, constitnied you judge of
selions? Dilack Gerrart is my for, and § will Lill him !
The lone of the Porivguise ron Blake's anzor.
o You shall not Kill Lim " ha said cortly,
Pordio *
Catanzaro <trove to wrench his hand free, but Dlake zave
bis wrist a twist that foreed hina to drop the poniard. Find-
ing thes the Briton was more than his wateh, the Portugiesos
ccased to strugglo. Tle ~tood quivering wilh rage, regarding
Blako with a glare of deadly animosity ° N j
¢ Dabyaan,”’ ¢

a urip of iron was laid

sl

- and the stroke was stayed

y

<aid Blake ecolly, “ give Black Gerrast a ropa
down (o the Wwater, so that he can swim ashore.”

Tt is to be feared that the Zule's ideas were rather i aceord-
duea with (atanzaro's than Blalin's,  But he mado no demur.
Ho eangiit a rope, and zavo the end to the Doer.

* Comrades,’" shricked Catanzaro, * Black Gerrart i3
capina! Il him!”

The Portuznese yuflian: vushed aft with theic rifles, but.

Cwith Babyaan's assistance, Drude had reached the water, and
was swimining ashore with vizorous strokes.  Somo shots wero
fired aiter him, but without sffect. - Blako had saved his life,
for, had he dropped from ilie tafirail into the water, the
jmpetus of his fall would have made him stick fasr in the
sand, the water being very shallow under ihe yaclhit's stern.
Then he would have been a helploss target for the rifles ubove.

#'Opramba !’ roared Cifuento, a3 the Boer drageed himself
ashore, and disappeared inlo tho forest, unhurt by the hurried
shotz, " Jiv is gone, then, and you, Ingleo, are ihe canso of

it

o3

i d

T am ready to tuke tho consequences, senbor!
Dlako disdainfully. e
Tt seemed that Calanzaro was about to order an atiack. 10
Lrow was black, and his eyes ccinlillating with tage. )
Bul Bluke and Babyaan, eide by side, with ibeir maga ine-
rifles held ready for use, were a formidabla pair to tackiv,
and it struck Catanzaro Chat cro thoy conld be slain they
would make somo vacancies awons bis crew. Ho had n]p ady
Jost three-wen; s could not afford {o lose more, His exs
srasaion slowly changed. )
P Senhor,” {m snidf" you have acled fooli-hly, a;:d «‘10u~' no
harm; but I canuot quarrel with tho man whose timely wais
ing saved us all” :
LIﬂuku wan quite willing to accept |
41 havo ue desiro to quarrel,” hoe
more about it."”
**You do not mtend ta
will aceept the hoyntality of the
the morning?  Besides, [ have a propos
YA propositiont”
Blike looked av hin. _
WY e concerning Krager's Joud million!
Rlako coukl only staro at him in amazement,

CHAPTER 3.

lianoo--At Sca—The Caverns
A strango Al At ko in Hot wator.

DBernard Blake passed the romainder of the night

ho " Aphrodite”” . o 3
! l'nl'lm \I:ml‘ of Dom Cilucnto had arcusnd h.? cut;x:;lz‘_ 'tgo
roadn him uneasy, He updeestond now that the

rephied

tho olive-hranch.
said, " Tet ws sy 1o

g !
1 to Jeave iy yoi * said Catanzaro. ' You

cApbradite” st least uulli'l
ition to make to you.

of Dan
abosnl

ontitled THE IRON DWARF, will be our next Grand
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; : om Paul, and
1t Luew all about tha risiken million of om Paul, 3
JAchY Xucw all abaie b 1 '
Uoubt)aea, wers in «rarc v beajdes Dlack Gerrart's band!

1y thne
Ho had other rivals 1705 eary to tcarch tha caverns

toaf sonie kind was N
i ""Q'[r "t, l-‘:,“' Poartaguecs caemad-to hald the best hand,
of Qapn Marco, !
H : 1
; 'wf‘"'_' was uob withont rxpoctation of & tr acherons atlack

i n ( k aa
f,n.'Ai:, ¢ the hours dovo Jlnﬂhl}'. and so he and Habyaan

furis to wateh in the cabin ascigned to them; bud no ano
uris 1O W nt
Vis 1¥

took
altompied to enles 1% " Lask o a3
o morning Blakn was stmmoned to breakiast in the

while the Zula joined the crew’s mess in the liny

Culily
aa'lny. ' ith Blake:

Lovburn and Catauzaro <at down in the meal with Dlak~;
bub ha <aw nothing of the captain's daughter, of whom hae had
caught a glimpsa 3n the moonlight the night beforw. H-;l was
interasted in the giv), and he venturad to”inguire of Layhirn
concsrtaing her. s

The yachtsman replied briefly that Miss Leyburn breakfastad
in her own eabin, Blaks <aw a chade pass over Catanzaro’s
face when this was said,”and he drew from it the conclnsion
that the Pestugiesn admired Florence; that sho avoided him,
and tha! this avoidaney galled him sorely. Catanzaro caughs
the Englichman's cya fixad npon him, and scowled. Blake's
reflection waa civar to hiw. s .

Bur, when tha meal was over, his good-humour returned,
and he refesrad to tha propasition ho had mentioned to B'l'alg".

" You are in search for Kruger's losh million, z,-:n'hor, an
remsarked. ' Ac Colonn] {arnian was zhot by Black Gerrart, £
ara certain thas ha wonld tell you ally to make troubla for the
Boer! 2

“T do uct demy it,"" answered Blake. “T have guessad
1.o thal you are hera 2o look for the lost cargo of the
Schelds ' 1

" Pezinctly correct
WY, make cunminoa ¢
i the ‘reasurs when

The smanned of the Portugness Jiontenand was open and
cordial Blake had a su-picion that thers was treachery under
ity bas i (did nod show it He azsumed an air of reflaction,

14 14 & {air offv ho said: “but, before T agree, T must
ronsult my comrade, Bahyaan.” ;

" Comrade] A black savage your comrade!"” snecrad Dom
sifuento, v

" He is hio savaye,’” said Blake, frowning; *“‘and T warn you
w0l 10 let him hear you call him one, otherwizo yon may find
&n ascegai through your heart the next-moment!”

“Bah! However, consult him if you like."

Blake 12it the cuddy to secle tha Zulu. As <oon as ha was
gone, Caplain Leyburn boked questioningly at his companion.

“Cifuento, what fiend’s gama ara you playing now?”’ ke
aid abruptly, *¥Yon don’t mrean to keep faith with Blake—
You know you dan’t )" .

Dom €ifuents smiled, chawing his whita eell.

“Petter bavo a man of his calibra as o friend than as a
iemy, Dom Jorge., LAY him assish ne in the hunt. Let him
lend his rifle’s aid against the Duteh.  When the treasure i3
found, and wa have it safe—vospetto! ther: is room in ‘he
Tadian Ocean for Lim and his friend.”

Tha Englisheran bronght bis clonched st down upen tho
rabla with & crash thal made the crockery danca, -

" Cifuento, you ara’a zcoundra). “Hear this. I will blow oul
your brains, and run tha *Aphrodite’ upon the nearest reef,
befora TNl allow such villainous treachery and ingratitudo !

A glare of rage blazad in the eyes of the Yortuguesa,
but 3t was gons lika a #ash.  Dom Cifuento never Jost any
voinls by giving way to his temper.

*Pooh ) ouf) . What a Tartar you sre, Dom Jorge! I did but
Jt;t. .I'f this Britisher provag trae 1o us, ha shall be one of our-
velves.

" tiearge Leyburn ¢!
tho liautenant. .
”;Elnr your brow, caro capitano!" langhbed (atanzaro.

bink of the million we are about to unearth—that will maka
as Tich foz life, and, above ol!, will make me a worthy malch
for Dona Florenca |*

;!}ult Leyburn's brow wn} rew darker,

" Ive already told you, Uifuento, that Tlorauco dislikes you.
Even if the reversa wera the case, I would not permit her to
®arry euch a man a9 you.  Don't speak upon thn subject agaiv,
or thera will be tronbie, I warn yoal"

And he strode away abru tly.

* Llursn your_}:n%]uh pride ™ Kissed the Pocluguese scowling
afler the reerding form. ““T: will havo s fall roon.  Fro long,
with my poniard at your throa %, You will ba willing to give ma
Florence sz the prics of your Jife, and then I doubt if T shall
spare you )" s
I will be ¢ern that the “ Aphrodita™ was » hotbed of (Hs-
timndation &nd treacherass Latrsd.. Sooner. or later thern yws
cerlain o ba an éxplosion,

' $ (] e 3
My proposition, then, is that you join
» against the Boers, and share equally
is founl.”

ooked susbioioua. He clearly distrnstod

] of the UNION JILOK will contain a Thrilling Tale of 2
MO.SQ? by a Favourite Anm‘:i-‘ 3£°II

Larly in tha mou

AN Nty ght ae gl

her bellying eantay £laaeiag
o watelivd tha f

Vake,

tvwo or thesn of Liem
bunglose. I mars.
npon a danzein i rone w

Bot probably e won we
ritle and ponsard *han for

Hlake had born a sailor

was far aned ‘Lo breey,

,‘v wle 4l

Be felb & keen dolizht at nz
more, The vast expanan of Leaving
sing into the 0, and averieed +fa
seence ho loved, ?!.vl uncenr yaly

breathad more deop

1 "’n

the Lunpopo. and headod for Dalas,s Ja

Ithough sha did noy )

visibla from Lhe deck, and far anay, .o

kean rye rould
taine, beyoud which lay
Briton and Boer.

Tha Portum
Alrica, and their

WY the cn

i

» are o ot backw;zl
eNOrmon lerritoree 3o ¢

by whites,  Hundreds of miles may be trac |

face bring soen,

This fact was pleasing to Cifusnlo Catanzar I P

ng the aneling vy xely',
I lovd ol of the maath ol o) .

wizh to ba «2en and watchod on his expeditiog -

San Marco.
Al a certain apak on th

tween tho mouth of the Litapopo and the thwn »

> north.orn

.l

ques, lay a greal range of grey eliffs, wueh

miles across the bay,
Somn terrific canvulsion

penetratod.

np

1

1iL 2ged hud rent 3
the cliff-rangs, and 1aft them in the mas fanize:
tormas, hesides splitting chusms amonyg thrm

137 Iy
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).

wd o,

Amid vast pilas of tortural roek shera now eyivnd 3

of unknown extent— =5,
nocted with each other

In the old days of L
had eought refuge in thoe

»nzo Marques

» zloomy

forca cent to recapiura them, Sad ba

man. It was natural
haunted the cavaoe, and

at slones ehould ria e
slorieg €00

re were few of the coar -

cared Lo venture insids them

" Iava you ever explored thess cay
Dom  Cifuento, lookinz at the great

against the :ky, a3 the A
gox Ba

“Tns

e+

“f".)',’1 1—,'_—'

ot

herp t®
I*nhiee!

1re

"Ave i, and, e
Asenrpai
hat rrels

"Blaies

i
Clearly o |2

phrodits " ray southward mma Dy

"8I, sonhor,,in part, Smugglecs bava ofien rone

thero, and I have often led detaciments Zrom For:

rout them out,”

It is said tha! rumblings ars froqueatly &

portending a new convulsion.'

"“IL may be 0" Catanzaro shrugged Lic simld

Jong as they last a faw days mors, they may ba seallywe.

Hades, for ali T eare,”

The " Aphrodite " entered 2 channel botnes:

banlk, scarca covered by the
sheer as the wall of a house.

¢ the whes), and toak fre
crawling throuzh the wa

2

<03, and a zizant w5 ~
Captaia Loybu 38 bis bost e
qu2a: toundngs, the ra.

Othicr banks, masked br

foam whero the waves broke upon them, appearal ot
i » AT

*Strike the tupmast!™ Calanzaro raels m~d soildes
Down it went, and the yacht, with her heipse 8
{ollowad the chanmel into a yawning rav.rz, o

black as Erebus, v

which appearad

Tho channel ended in w pool—or, rather, lase
of the cavern, and there the anchor was et po

“A splendid harbour " Blake remarked
Lurricane blew gutaida, you wouid bardly fe:!

“Hark ! whet 14 thaty

It wa3 a low, faint ramble, which sermad (3 proc

beyond the rovky walls of the caveea.

" Maldito.” «ald one of the Portugacys ¢

earthquake?"

** Nonsonse, Mongio! Doubtlsss 'L
waves 1n one of thess patural vacler,”

carelessly.

Babyaan locked uneasy.

el as the ravern Aad vomed when viewal frec v
1 The erceeding ¢
bay was exchanzed for a coo) salf Uzht—a gratfol y
perapiring yachtsoen  Ths light provesded from fnimws

it was noL really darl omiion

firsures 1n tha rocky rool, theoug which glicpss

couhl ovessionally ba seen.

** Add now we are herw' ol

“let me have yous uniwer, Se

ahor Boada

» rho of

teptid

Wil

e o

'
erved UCatan ary, a5

rwa) from nuiel

No mora was said upon tha sibyeer, Lus Blale o=l

A

' .
tirda &1
| IO S
C st

ol tle
{ L e »o)
-6 e
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— e

oge Halipenny:

6
; (nml.\d’v’t
o wili2! A The Zuiu 00¢
o 00 u,sa“c“ aro faithful to us,
e ! . .

o
and 7

share peril and f‘)f‘{“”"' Babyasn
Ided his hewd.  ** 8o long a1 you
wo wrill ba o Lo you, Thal's

‘:‘f’;'d"l, upon it caralessly enough, Blake did a5t
o would not take tha {rouble to

3
. comrade, and i v ble
"~ he did not feel.  Bleve politeness was all Benlior

spect from himi.
arage Lad 00 CF C apting the sham alliance would ba basd
:imﬂu iun rofused, ba would have 4o fight for lifo againgt
He folt sure of that. Yt that did not much in.
Yerbapa it was the lovely zirl he had
limpsa of whe cauted bio {o remain,

\turn, Blake eaw only & w-guk, eaaily-led maen, almost
der the domination of Qalanzare. What a posi-
for @ young and hesulitul giel, on hoard a veswol wilh
o foreign crow, led by a regular bandit, with only such
fero0 O+ hes protector! Blake's chivalry was aroused by the

a 11.11"1 “sad perhaps he was 8 Lttle émitlen as well. ’
tho\'lxs_‘a'-r 1-.'.3'1\)'“"- he had no wish that was not his masier's,
(ledl:'n‘ liad Gold him to swim from Inyack I\}gnd {0 Loreuzo
Margues, ba would hava obeyed without question, in sublime

diregard of eharks and cuerents, e e C
¥ Bernard, wha was curious 1o sea something of tha inlerier of
tho caverns of dan Marco, took hia rifle and strolled away, afier
s \whispered wurning to Babyaan (o be on the alert while e was

OB
Ldﬂ’ll‘:'-" W un

Lon

AN

2 A shorl distance from the “.-\phmdilc."'Rm’nral smaller caves:
Lrsnched off from the main one, and-at thy extremity of one
of them Blake saw fhe g!oam of sunsiine, . &
voping this before him, he emerged into the open air. o
was now at tha landward side of the oliff, in {he intarior of
which the yacht lay.  Before him the land was rugged and wild,
Lroken into cidge- and kloofs. In one place ho saw something
shot rather atardad him—the “spoor’ of @ lion upon a pateh
of zoft sand.  The track led into the cavern, - It was not
plessani Lo {hink (haty in reaching the open air, he had passed
Tha terrible heast, lurking somewhere in (he shadows.

“ L wonder i he will cume upon the Portuguese ! mutlered
Dlake. *'Ha, bat He will be an cagle in a dove-cot, and no
mistake Lo imsgine how the beggawrs will run when they

nlioar, put vp vour hauds! You are our prisona "
A gutiural voice—English vilely accented-—slmost at Blake's
eibow ! -y %
Grippling bis Lea-Meliord, he whirled round, only to nd two
13}'._-1!9(] Mausess staring him in the face. .
= Two Boers, clad in cotton jsckets, lealliern crackers, huge
lioois, and felt hats, loomed up from behind a rock; and Blake,
sovered by the'r rifles, wae utterly at their merey. - N
) !1--,\u_<lno( slow to realise the fac., and, though surrender
1y hatefud word to & Britun, he had no alternative except death.
:ou ‘l(x’t' grourded his rifle and nodded with {ha best grace he
.d,

. "\:'_ i b-_t'\'a' ma foul, comrades!” caid hie, laughing not very
g:;‘sig;. Lam your prisoner.  You belong to Black Gerrart’s
”Y.LN mvoh " > i i » i o

» Dynacer,” replied the English-speukiug Boer, stepping
f"."‘mrd and disarming (he Brilon; * Blsck Gerracl i$ our cap-
i, Ara you the cursed Englander who helped the Iortu-
duese last pighty” . . :
"rmin‘:mf‘ r?ﬂtdbl:i\wfn men of conrage there should ba no
sriuges for hard knocks given in fai 7 s ?

‘l.he Bosr g b g en in fair fight
L :\m. doy is right, myrheer! But T dink Gerrart Druda will
_',“,Y{"l tho..  You Englanders are always iu the way.”
and =, that's so, Wo're in Kruger's way and Do Wet's way,
Tﬁi‘:?};ew in Joubert’s way and Cronjo’s way,” eaid Blake
rokliesly,
-, He g0} on)
ol ‘7 a scowl by way of reply, and the Doers marched
% oft Gver the rocks in grim silenca.

- CHAPTER 4,
Baor und the Driton—Black Gerrart explaing—
Cud, The Liows Bpoorc 1t P!
from th‘ au overlanging oliff, about ten minutes’ brisk walk
rugged l:l "““",'-' of tho cavern, and in the deepest part of a
Soma E"f- L‘u'c& Gurrart had pilched his camp. |
riaggy Tranavaal ponies wero (ethered near the liltle

“hring that “Bowed in he kloof, and the Baers, who looked

Meary and Lot oo I e o, S
alter's Lard riﬁp‘_ﬂm sitting or lying in the shade, and resting

aelk @

: Gerrart’s hearded fac , vid: soll
wille carded faco was gloomy. A rugged, soll-
m"‘ .gi bt not bad-hearted wan, he wgas determined and relent-
of q.f\ou he had Set Lt mind upon an object, Tho poasession
and he {;“;d'm fuger's wmissing million was his object now,
hut u‘”g‘ tol deamed it difficult of accomplishmen! at Sest;
whom 1.8 feund himself-afled and-bealen, aud by an eoemy
: Yic inan ho had lost in thy fight on tha

e Utdpised.
“ope. Had te boan dofeated by Tiritishers, it would nol

iy - . . A da0's-OHION TACK.
" 'THE TRON DWAaRF, 3 Tuls-of Uyatery, will-appeat m.‘NSIT!'nday 5-gHION

THE “UNION Jack.

hioy

Asperalda

Hi a0 mncia g Yl o 4y

“ megely he e

im ol 7

ing
- resa 46 oy
Ia looked at the Drivg

" Who ars you, roo!

ttmn aver »

~

Reslstance was useless, Bernard Blaks had na
alternativo but to give up his arms and allow him-
solf to bomarched back to the Bosr camp, o orlsonsr.

“ My nama is Pernard Blale, and I s a logal culiye of
Queen Victoria, as you ought to ha,” .

The Deer smiled grimiy, o

“Never whila thern is a corner of e velds nnsiadowsd by
your eternal Union Jack{" he cried. ** Lord Roberis las con-
quered the Transvas!, and Paul Weuger Tins fed Ty pode
troon, but Black (ferrart is not conguered. .

“The gamo is played out, mynherr. It's o, sgraos 40
knuckle under wheu the odds are agalnet you.

The Boer waved his haade, us if dhmissing the sub)
Leen eyes remained fxed upon the [rank, bold, Fug

hyact,

fuge

. %1 have seen you before,” hu ssil abruptly, T know your

featuraa and your voice.
e e B e
SIF T hadw't been, you wonld G dead cow, myaseerl
“ Ach! I recolleet,  "Thras & rooinek 'J'vhu Lept che +iagger o
ki " . LAl
Catanzaro from my (hroet. You v m the i an .
MY am, and perhapy now yu',x.}rm‘ ”m".}.
One good Lurn daserves anoliee: Thava 17 o
Rlock Gerrart signed to the wo caplors
freom an, ; I
“An Englander shall nol oy ald Black Gerre.
“ Mynheer, you are at libvrty to
; D A B
like a talk with you.
“ Piro away,’ said

e enler

o ma

denars;

Blake, seating nimsell upon 8 oo

ratto .

faciug tis burgher, and tranquilly hgatiog ”m:l,l":vl of vie b2
o 5 ¥ JALANZATO 44 SN
“You have come here with (.'“::( b taehride ' 2

of.gold ead diamondi in 4he yreck

I 1nake no recrel of that.” - e
" By whsl right do you veek the (.N-‘;q'!

Yy ws good a right 63 70
v Listen. I do not wees it

5, probably,
%:;’:‘ry.r!f.- but form

)

. 8 R e
Were you aborrd tae yaoht e

iy

3

, aod Blake cteod A

but, fissy, 1 yzouid

10e

R

-



THE “UNIOK JACQE."

away when he found
1. 1 oand y others
he purenase of

iutn 1‘)1'.' eea, L one of
Margques, But T disenvered
! cupe up, was bent upou
own nest, The goid was for nim, for Tieyds,
Do anvthimge esvept a new wvolt in the Trans.
Jlack Jnuehed biltery.
cortain sympathy for tha
. comelhing abous this obstinate detor-
ol to seerpt defeat, even when the las
imoas a Driton. 1L was im-

appealed to
gracious; It there was a touch of the

1

Gerrart, with his gloomy resclve, his visionary ideas
of 2 fiesh rebellion in the Tramsva at o botler figure than
} sresident, 8ying to Furepe with his boxes of gold |
“Then 1 decided,” Drude resnumed, “4hat I would bafils
n part, at loast. 1 had o consignment under my cars
ous than anv of the former oncs; for, hosides gold,
oA 2 hoard of diamonds. A million at leash
the ‘Scholdt’. . X
and crew abandoned her in boats, bud,
iha treasure-chest, and refused to ot
a ¥ ran ihe sinking ‘Scheldt’
drasstirn was =aves] from tho
on thiy, the landward, side, and a
o broueht me back to the settle-
o small veseel, man it with my
willion.  But the moment I was
cught to Fort Franea.”
.

more pre
the chnst congal
was the iotsl valus, T embarked upon

led her. {Tap
. 1 roanded

le of the captain of the
re told him all
and

3. He nad heard the
5} aud my guarding of the tres

He told me he kunew that the chest was above the s

gave mo the ¢ of s % with him, or being poniarded.
What could 1 daY Can a trap, 1 dizsimulated to savn

ay Lfe. 1 confes-d where the {reasure was. and agreed with
him to  cek it and ehara 1. In his concelt he never guesse
2%, humbb: and submisive ac T sseined, T was fooling bim.
He *oid a8 of an English yacht, anchered in the Limpopo;
proposed that we should o 34 and use ib to convey ihe
foty. e zet onb with me—to foolt T led thm to
i :nom @s wy men were coliected, and the razesl
Periuge ady 10 lead us to the ‘' Aphrodite,” we gave .
bim a velley, and lef Lim dead in the forest

“You did not loave him dead.”

“What " ¢

“T found him still
Hruger's lost million.
Wall, it matters little, sinca he is dend now. DBut, cony
found it! his Lenlenaut, Catanzare, must have spied upon i,
»nd learned ali, for, when we attacked the yacht, ho was
already in possession of it, as yon know.”

“I wenb to it, 1o warn the yachtsmen of your intended
attack, of which Colonel' Cavnian Lad warmed me. But, is it
rinaily }3“'(1 an Fnglish crew, and does

i h

ing, and he put me upon the track of

2 fzet that the yacht orig
not belong to the Porlugue

“F iy eertain. And you--a Driton—have joined Catan-
zaro, xf;’ho, doubtless, maszaered the erew when he stole the
yaﬁhtl . . s 58 :

I dou'i nuderstand it,” said Blake, with a puzzled look.
“'The capiain, George Loyburs, is Eaglish, and his daughter
i3 on board.” ' ) “

‘* Colonal Carnian 10ld me the names of the officers. Ley-
burn was the namos of the ficet mate, mynheer.”

A shade came over Dlake's face,  Ilorence's father o
mulinrer, leagued with men who were practically pirates?
Was Floreuca, then, not e gente, innoeent gitl ho had
tmagined hor to be? What did it all snean?

‘1 have told you all this, not without a motive,” continued
'{.Alr.::]: Gerrart, and he bent his eyes upon Blake's cerious face.

You ~aved my 1ife; you are a brave waain, and thess Portu-
gwso catthiosts age no fit associetes for you. Abandon
:.hr-.xz}. You dono’t think Catanzaro will keep faith with yon
i it's to his inlercet to break it? Alyvheer, T am sorry to
have you for an wnemy, for T am grateful to you, and I
:cspm!‘. you. Bug, if you follow Cantanzaro, 1 cannot spara
you when we meet Zusin,”

Blaka shouk his Lead decidedly. ’

*1f you reeover this million, mynhenr, you intend to u: ib
against Yngland. Ae 4 loyal Brilon, I cannot etand by idly
and seo you dq'n. Yau are deing your duly as you sco jt. I
must do jaine.

"

slawly noddad his Lead.

A) s o - . - : .
“Terbaps you aro right, rooinek, Wo must, then, Lo  nerve, aad, with an efort,
’ » ) ]

Toes.””

ks . vorcaming for help, and her voes fi
This was a new view fo tho Boor, Ilo thought over it, and  lon upon her

TRt "
A\ L»-nv :"('\ K, MEGHo s baed .

f“{ .'-'I"'T voldt,” thoe Bory .«\’;( (,,{m':
’l.'»ru WS 4 panse, 7
‘How did yau o

heret” Rk,

* Hins,

curiovely, he AL ased,
" ‘,-l,.:'-' ) mY::ur DOt aattst have fony, l‘ e
2685 LCy ato neatly worn qut, sgme of 5o X
®a fatled o taka thn yasht, | Bl of the
1] go bafore T eauld gt ,)vvl’;‘.}n.-.“ “‘.4“114,1:.,'_‘(4, ;
% 1]

by leud. It wwas o {ri
onca, anrd we manave|
“Bul the treacureched wiil not by

:31)15?" Blako <aid cuuning v.

) Um‘.mnt-; i ran bo divided iuto

borse,” raplicd Black Gerrart,
Blake thought to hiraself thad if 1),

L«

ar illedl, tha Boers wonld be in o fir, o
) v

himzell,

[L g
mgz out his hand frankly, If we Bues 2000,
unt—it will bo war,” il

"B ho it

Blake zavo him & cordial hand-grip, and o4,
he had come,

As ha re entered the cavern, lio notired
spoar, and ho felt enre that tho animal wa.
for nowhers conld ho s2o veturn tracks, e

out, aud the cound of a fvotstep made hin
Black Gerrarz had ohivalrously given him hao

but iz was only Babyaan.
“Wa 4ink you lost, baas,” said the faithi
to look for you.”

Blake reladed his experiences, and Babyaar”

Lika all <ha South African natives, ha
was willing and anxious to coma to blgws g

and his band.

YRt i o

s thoughts. ** Scout if you like,

the Zula"
exeept in self-defence.
Babvaan nodded, and went on down the ¢
Bare that battle must come sooner or
connoitre the cnemy’s position,and -*' ¢
antazoni-t-.
Vlake had forgotien tho linn whils tall
Fade, bub it was soon brought back to his ¢
As he deew wear the anchorage of the
and verrible roar awoke every echo of th
wneccedad a <i seream, @ shot, aud a yo!
“Hoavens!-—a woman's seream?! It

viffe.

——,

CHAPTER b

b v 0 1 da,,
MEIul ride, bt | oy ore

Caspl=
&SLT ¢

Packag:

Vo ara quits, now,”” Black Gaorrart udl

sy the |

Wo nust aot strike the first blow," Blak
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usb ho Mils Lowz
burn!” ejaculated Blake. And he hueriod forward (05 1

Blake Tackies the Licn—Florence Saved Leyburn's

Story—V/hat Sahyaan Di

s aspeet of the' ' Aphrodite,”
xtreme.

two Portun

T
was ecertainly startling m t!
Upon the gaff wore perphs
were white with terror. T
worribia besss that stalked to and fro upon ¢
*Pwas 2 Von, a fullgrown animal of @
bristling mana and fanceg eyes, and p.'n_ﬂ
A Jeap had carried it to the deek of tn

N N " . o T e 12
rocicy bank of the pool iuto tie middla of the 1

had ~eattered in the silde-t ‘()uv‘,
Yad heard, lay upoa the planks, hormbly man
brate, and brewthing his lust, Faeepting for
upon the gafl, tha crew had c:m[}m! helow.
facn lunked nut from the cuddy window upon
dared not vontura forth.
All this Blake raw at a =
surn pals was the sight of Florener
+he lion. ) .
The yirl had been on deck when Lae lon 2
ush of the crew to cscapn below preventad
back into the cabins. y -
She had sprong desperately into toe lietle

jo glance; but

from the davits; but the vessol beipg Ao
within easy distanes of tho lien, and Blaa
that hiy rolling eyes frequently turned 10
salf-awooning girl.
CCowards ' wnitered Blake.

. . A}
selves, and Jof: her to porish! Tleasen )"_-"” 5

Tho wmrl, in her wild .and une

1

Y.
s Lre for her: but ha aeeded,
Blake trewmbled for Db B sted hum

al

His riflo was lifted, and carvfully

“ Unlrse you abandon yovr quest,” Biake sugge«ted. © whiperack, tho report rang oul.

LOSE WO TIME in orderin_ll_; ai'onr' %)[W tggy nextéizfl'gii
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o1t Bt tho 1209,
o 5 hullel #5Y S o4 piv
! J‘T"""J' 1_’1‘05"‘ ?r:‘” }-"
hl(f['»"“n" '[;"'1“‘ | hus i 1.
., mov Jj[ 3:)‘“{ to \‘l."}"(' hiz raeis

lemon:ao for -.',4\, _'\, (.;‘\- Ut
he light of oue ol them

brute roared azain, and =

he pangway.
cue from

« znimal in e

3 1
¢ ok of the OB FAC, to moaning growls, and
Lo roars Tow changed (o I' an ::HT"“‘ i, ar A
« rpent, {ried (0' eszapo. en bulleis tn has bod
Lo pluck out of im.
(amieee, Fecovering thelr o
cd bulled finished the beas
strength.
v, senhert” which they bestowed
sl on beard the yacht, and weat to Flerence,
lea the beal, and was'now on o Cifuenteo
anoad (o her alsa. 5 .
yaut are weak, (-\nn'xsla..‘ ;\x-‘_v\pf. oy arm.
Sho Fave him A glapee r:f saoTR tha broushe tha bload
sz {0 Tus raRELSY 130 "I;xc:\ she t ;.-'11 contemp!t
s, and hold out both her hauds, with an fmpu
HNernand Rivke. :
“&r, I do not know your name,
You have saved my life, and
Heavens, “{‘{ml would my &
s and found me—— . ) .
T 8o };«fc. off, shivering end trembling, as she imagined tho
e ibis fate that would have baenm hera but for Bernard Blake,
‘(aptaie Loyburn, thea, is absoat?" asked Blake, glad to
s mind from the subject of his own rxploil.
12d sovdered whiy the captain had not tackled the Hen,
Lo Las pone Lo cxplore the csverns.
re gladly secopted Riake's arm to her cabin, and thera
oft Ler. To Lis menwory her pals and lovaly face, her sweet
Jve: swimming in grateful tears, remained clear. How basuti-
A fis heari was beating hard when lie 10f4 her,
*1 jove ber, 1 love her " ho multered. - »
And, when he returned to the deck, ho somed to ba treading
uL AT
Tua canaso of (ho lion was dragged fo the mouth of the
cavery, awmd funy into the sea, whoero tha sharks of Delagoa
Bay epeedily razde an end of the one-time monarch of tha forest
and (he veldi. The dead Portuguess was disposad of in the
300 IANELS, and almost as callowsly. Betweoen theeo ouivasts
—he dregs of o disorderly town—thero was little feoling of
comradedkip. )
. Clwemo Catanzaro avoided spaaking to Dlake, No coward
w‘_‘;‘i(f-’): lrb‘rtk.ll‘:e ol hgd not hqu’. sufficient courage to eo-
) ‘7;;.:!:133. From such a contlict 3 hrave man might have
ranh undagracd, bat for the circumstanes that such shrink-
<2 kel w helpiess giel at the meroy of tha monster. s
4,_\: "“ 7-"1:“ Laved Tlorence in his OWN Way, and now ha was
shriched .i-u(‘n.q“‘l_ Mu; rendersd fguoble in her eyes. Sho had
kntfind ',.\Q:rl:‘.‘.mr""‘ for :‘-xd. and ho, hearing Ler cries, had
Yo wid 3‘9 o coward. Tha recolleetion of it mado his
i Eieb] h.i? “f&tf\:d \\»(\_rs: of all, this hatefml Tinglishman
ot to 0 and resencd Florenes, thus offering & con-
A t0 et own couduet. Many a glance of poironous hatred
flteran theow at Blake, :
Yad :i(’:xvﬂﬂ Il-c:\;h‘nm cann hack, he saw that something
beea svisht 3 orep s ;}om Cifuento refused to explain.  Ley-
e ';"‘;x:: ™ nim wlhon‘x ho heard tho wholo story.
%3 13 hand, aot-ed when Leyburn xu,xf‘n-d up to him, clasp.
e mattne O ,,"‘"“i“"“ out mccherent thanks, Ho passed
Cat " 1zhtly, But Lovburn was as enraged with
v pmtelul to Blaka,  Leaviug our lere, ho
“3 Portugues» with o scowling brow.
of Looks x;un. Camo into Ciluenta's s Ho waz not
- ¢ UEIE, was e was an & huinour for a quarpel,
the ceaman bellewad out, ~haking his

age, saltied forth,

fiad not dared

t

vz the

i
v
e

Lure,

on from my

- { 3 1
aps, of all
thewe havo thougint if he

but I thank ¥
=

tho Qves, P

' Yunos comagd 1
F T T

T the |'|v~..l of the e iliag
Bry's Lard de . i 2 - . e »
, Getling U“-:l\} % 10 Lis Lelt, sud a poniard glittered in

Mrond gy s head as he threw up bis hand to strike.
)

‘Noaly

! veuld bave seen the unpeepared Boglishe
i 'Lm(-:l But Blake saw 1ha poril, und ho
Ty o Pt sad Geed just in time. The poniard,
Vorg g Shamaed JLot, flew ont of Catanzaro'’s hard.

Paniad witly yagso

R P . and Leybura geew abso
. T e ) yluru, gee 0y
vt fgat e B 3 weald bave cprung upon each other had

2 'D'\p j.’ \

';‘"l ol fools 1" wid (e young man coolly.
2 e gained by punching cach othor's

Bera's o
'
Leadge
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THE IRON
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only reasan
ontinued Blake, af
rar in-haaring
vour foalish cone

2 3
to atand by he

Ay

vesponsibility, by cos
Catanraro. Bue for i
day.””

1'o this Blala made no ronir,

L oy been Jos
.03 08I0, 08
info the Dlaok

I

1 you how
this vessal, 1t
company of Loronso
the captain and own
ter on board, as st
The post was giv
agent ir Loudon
tha trip in ond of tho s
and the pay was wooxd
that I found ous that Ca
and that ho bad plannad t
blindly fallen info his tyap.
make her
Loybur
It was.a
“ 1 hoped w
UeaSiness wou
cooliy told ma
all, and cast a

giving m
wad {o Lo w

oy 1 &

my d
Marquos,
by lhe compaay's
s yacht {0 making
i L ip monry,
alter wo wera al ses
in loww with Florsuce,
ponxs, end tbat T b

iustics, he wished o

u his
do ki

remaria-d Riake.

Lorento Asrquis, aad wmj
a4 taplaiz is & omarn, Ha
n't intond to outar Delagoa Bay at
o mouth of tho Limpopo. I ioakeq,
thon, for an opport 3 viny with Flersoce. Bt Cwpe
tain Lecloro's ure hiz own ereatusas, and evorything sras
against me. ‘Uhe second day of cvr stay in tho niver, ®u wees
hoardad by the Poctugaeso {rom Fert Franca, headed by
Colouel Curnisn and Liowtenanl Catanzsys. The formec readily

acooptad a bribe from Levlen: ae the poioe of non-intecfeconc
The latler was an ola frisnd of mina. I coadded iz him. Ja

wek by Ber besaty. He agread $0
tory of Krugers lost million, whick
ha had loarncd by playing the :py and cave pper when Blaok
Gerrart was with tha colonel. To ba <o agreed to belp
him to capturo the ‘Aphrodite” Mr. Blake, whan you cirma
on board, it wuz only four hours sinca Captain Yeelere zud biy
crow had been perdarded snd fluag Lo the sharkst” said Ler
burn hoarsely.

Blaks shmﬁlerml. . .

O Tb was Catanraro’s doing. T wihed him Lo merly aset
ma to esoape with Florenea; but the only condition uvpoa which
ho would aid mo was that tho erow should bo maseaczed {2
provent the telling of tales, and that the yacht should ba u-\:d
to wearch for the losl million. Csplain Laclere bad lately
<hown insolance tawands Ylozenew, acd his meu wees all my
fors. I allowed Catanraco to bave his way.” )

ST am glad yon made this explanation,” Dlko eaid x!v)-!y'.
“You aro ot o much to blame 2s I deemad.  Bat d&id i vot
<trike you that Cifuento Gilanzare would ha a dangereus man
to servo—at loast, as bad as Leclero?” .

A drowning man calches at any slraw. Besides, T had
Lunown Cifmento well ia tho past, and dous him more thae ora
rorvice.  Bven now, io spite of your douhty, [ don's think s
means to play mo talse. There 5 honour sawees thioyrs, you
Lnow I'" <ai! Lashurn, with a bitwer laugh. )

“The sooner this voyage is over tha bettes,” Ilake .-:n_d ol
wasily, " Of course, it i mpossible o tim hack now, Bt a8
vour chovss to lake tho boat to-night, snd allezmpt to cnnn_?f
Mizs Leyburn to Lorenzo Marques, my omnrad: and 1 widl
gladly nasist you." .

Layburn shook his head. & T

Wueh an altempt would ba maadness, . Tiake

saw Floroncn, sud was
assist mo, i {

)
Q toid med

DWARY is the titls of our noxt Grand Com mggvel. Don't miss this Tisillizg
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CEAPTER G
erible Fate—The 2orr
Blake Speaks plainly—The Exp
Leyburn's absance from the vachl ha
of exploring the caverns, in gearch of
 Soheldt.” * . : ’
Ha had not bee <sful, having found piec2e

agy, wh i

}ad not!

to repor!,

his mind
he told !
with him 1o see tan !
orders with the crew to
shool on sight if enamie

In about =n hour, the Portuguese returned alone,
very pale, bub cocl and collected.

Blako uneasy. X
W Where i Ceptain Leyburn cenhor?? ha asked.
“Dead ! crisply replied the Jientenant. ¥
“Pead! Whet do you mean?"”’
“3 mean whai 1 say. George

into a c.-»‘-vicebcs':}zd brolke his neck.

to bring his in.
Bl&‘ké‘z]i\{d his gsnd upon the soldier’s choulder, and looked

him directly in the eyes. ; N o
Cifuento Catanzaro,”’ he said sternly, *‘ bave you murdersd
Georpe Leyburn?”

“Diavolol caro senhor,
Porluguese, shrugging his <houlders.

“ Layburn wes not a man to tumble blindl
conlinued Blake; ‘“‘but 2 {reacherous push might have done
the husiness.” 3 !

“aldito, you bad better hold an inguest "' sneered Catan-
zaro, and, turning to the grinning crew, he gave directions for
anding the body. . ; G g

A couple of men went to feten it, and soon Georgo Leyburn
g bronght back a corpso to the Yeszel ho had lately lefs in
health and strength.

Blake looked at him.
had been broken by his fall,, as well as 2 leg, and some of his
ribs. He was covered with mud and sand, His face, cut and
bruised, was a ghastly sight.

Mongio and Baptiste, the two men who had carried him
back, told how they had found him at the bottam of & deep

rovice in _an_adjacent cavern. He lad fallen in, and musd
have struck iho rocky botlom with terrifio force. It was &
't-‘mb‘;e fate, snd the mora terrible from its suddenness.

_}llue nad hurdly any doubt that it was murder, and thab
Catanzero had deliberately led Leybura to the crevico to
assassinate him. But there was no proof of this, and, if there
Iin.d been, what could Blake dot Fores was on the side of
(Jaltj:mzaro 4 : o

ow wenld Floreace take the news r father's deaih?
wﬁ?“k“ Shoc‘]‘ f(;r 1. har il news of her father's death?

lake resolved to break it to her. He des ed to th
cah:m, and knocked at Florence's door. ke .CCllLlrLl el o
]',cl;b:r‘:. opened hy the coloured girl who waited upon Miss

“ Come in, Mr. Blake!" said Florence's sweat voice,

Thf cabin was small, but comfortable. Tho glowping-apart-
ment was beyond it, a curtained doorway conneeting them
" Florenca rose to mect Blake. She had quite recoverad from

er reare, and, the colour returning <0 her faoe, made her

reyburn'a Ye
¥ sghtion.

s Tawy .
cnaiqace v

Catanzaro drove tho mat

o
18]
o=
=
'

bt hizquarrel
7 "owever, a patched-up peace DAy
io discoveries, and Cifucnto left,lhe

« Aphrodita’

rp look-ou

He was

Lerybum is dead. Ha fell
am about to seng men

NEXT WEEEK-THE iRON.DWAB,P- - Don't miss_this Thrilling
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heen for the purposa
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¢ He had coms back
ster from
aving bean agreed 10,

The lieutenant lefd

+ Tor Boers, and to

His lock mada Bernard-

what & quesiiont’ zaid the

5 into an abyss,” -

Leyburn was quite dead. His neck’

=
~Ye

T x Naay

oAke, 23 Ba ook i), 1
B conld dedeo 2 18 hang
tefives the terpipn azkly
D e,

ad Now

B_,i;!;‘:r‘.(«l'!_" oxchimed |
N 2ha famplichls for nisn; o500

-on 3 J0F nighs hag o0 M
7o, Al Leyburg ™ 3] 0¥ fal 2
7 scarsd and startld ¢ fltere]
Dreatiied g = ;
teathed, ] .‘:ny"u

aat wont o ¢t
¢ LL 20 tke Noar ol B
+ Lrrnyy,

d

was dnng Ln?b»?‘:‘?:- -13‘1‘0._—.,,“\\0 I” he oxelaim ed
~as finng round her falling form, support :
Heavy sohs shoek her frame. Tha i
ahrn‘.f\;l 1. He p'.a(\‘d har upon a C.;.
coloured girl to her aid. Bu¢ Florencs i
ness to some extent, after tho firse burss of |
2oars stil} streansing from her e 1
Cv Whers s be? Take mo fo him,” &he sai

Tho seamen. had carried the dead wan ints b
and ibither Blake led ¥lorence. Than, understig
<he wished o b2 alons, be quietly withdrew, -

 On deck the Portuguesa were chuchling aud grinp
_over somo rare joke. Lrom their talk, Blake :J,f,‘nr‘m"-
no one believed Leyburn’s death o have been an o
Catanzaro loved Florenee. Leyburn had stood in his e
Catanzaro had flung him into the eravies to gel '.‘5,_1”;"‘_’.“'*
That was the general opinion of the craw. e3> Lok i,
« Put why does ho maka all this prefence’” Ba

O griefy ¢,
3 firm,

fan: .
tanding tha

marked. ‘A thrust of a poniard would have been i
“TFor the sennorilas sake, dull-head,” replicd

1 TTp doosn't wand her to know thab ho kilied her fatss
‘Blake felt a sickness of heart. Ho had had littls doule
before, but now ha was quita certain. Leyburn Sold Bove
done batter o trast 1o Captain Lenlere, who, at loast Fhr:n‘l
{rom erime. though unscrupulous enough. In *r n»,,: Catan-
zaro he trusted & iiger, who surned and reat him, as might
Have been expected. <

“Poriuges cussed bad man * Babyaan said to his master.
¢ Babyaan sure ho killed <he whita baas.”

“1 am sure of it, too, Babyaan,” said Blake, gloomily.
« Byt whas are we to dot”

Grppek 1 was. the Zulu's laconic advice.. -

¢ 314 leave Miss Leybura fo his merey, Bubyaan?”

“Take her, t00.” . i

i Ho,“_l:'y

¢ Boat.
boat, we reach Larenzo Marques.
it out.” :

“ Ara you 8s willing a8 I am to give up all
+he lost million of Com aul?” .

1t Babyasn not want moner,”’ answerad the Zulu. e

Blake thought a gocd deal over the Zulu's words bub it
was not practicsbloe to act =4 once. While Florenos Was dis-
iracted with grief for her father it would ba futile to gwnt.en 1

ihe matter 1o her. )
That night Blake and Babyaan watched and slept by 'l‘:l.m‘;
as before. Fortunately for them! For at m‘gmx-‘: A
stealthy footstep was fieard outside the cabin, 3“bf‘ 3‘ !
touched the door. Blake cocked his pistol, and the 3
scared away WHhoever was outside. The stealthy 00
passed on up the companion-ladder. il B
When Babyaan woke, and took his turn. B.ahol..i’:,;;;ﬂ
what had occurred, and the Zule kept on the alert B
but the footsteps were heard no more. -
When Blake went up in_the mornig Catanzar -S'x'c'}'h'-
hich he did not find it difitenlt to intePre

Wo know coast as well as forest and velds I
Portuguese and Boer fght

idea of sharing

a pecnliar look, W b
He walked straight up to tho Portuguess < e snate me lagt

«Which of your men did you jpstruet .0:;;“;1_.,.. ho ashed
o -1} . . e

3 - o o
night, when you thought 1 was asierD,

coolly. . -
The Portnguese gave @ viglent start. 1
(LS < i e conhor!" he ctammerdd. st i
Yon are mistaken, senaor L nnerd Blake, with hi

“ Perhaps it was you yourself?"” sugaesttt

hand upon the butt of his e OIVeT. | o grearms. and prY;
(atanzaro had «ecn Bernard's tkill 'r“i;av' o poniand 8¢
Jdenes mady him repress Big Jesire to draw & )
Jnngn at the Englishwan. o mists Yo MU
“WT assure you, senhdr that you i‘!' misd
have been dreaming,’’ ho said l;hml)'i you like" 8500 G0
H ot s i A Y : t

ANl right, we'll call ;:n: x:c:ta!imﬂ { dreaw anything

iken.

. ‘_.__,‘r_fu ll_

)

DBlake,  * But, mark this ! ,.

<bat kind, there will b troubles 'fﬁ';lfvfn' I

e left Catanzaro scowling with | U0, goredlss | 5‘6\_, Bo-
» jonged -

“ Caramba !’ the Porlugues? i : 4 puen
not carry his haughty English head =0 high '

pale of Mystery i3
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Wounded in the log, the ki
to

5‘31_! 1 csanoy aflord to lasa any more of my¥ men while there
c-)arz': from {ho Boers, he should not live arother hour!”
AT0g L3¢ worning, Catanzare mado preparations 19 follow

up the ch i
')g’l};“.fslé‘g?{gﬁd by the unfortunate Leyburn to the wreek

. ' WAS necrsary for tha «
daces, knowing tha exact lo

petalis cation of ight
siresdy shers 1o Qefies s n of the wreck, might be

. nl),::;_i:'l:"{;?]fo did rot wish to lsave hoth Blake and Babyaan
k. o ‘;b. ile be was #one, having a strong suspicion that
A T oo FHORDEAG seize the yacht and sail, and leavo him
i3 "‘:n‘;—'Ch- He, therefora, asked the %

" Thagke " replied Blake on

" . ® '
+ purhed inte } sl rily; “but I hn\'e’no desire to
e o8 won't] I

T'll stay where T am !’

i ) m not p e ing ¢ [

=N replind bluntiy, S 1 ek kn‘mg g e

aelY WaANG mo g

) aud if yoy
by us

iy #2uld that concern me?
w2 Don't T know why you stick to the

a hostage, {then?”

i wou't como, I'l] comp

=it )y YOUu think I 1y ':\phro-
A « g . .
he :“:*l;lh '-"Lr!buru,-_ aud you will have to reckon with
*the fre o By | will come with you, Resioniber thit
S o Of treachery [ +ha) =hoot to kill 1"
truile 2 Bood memory 0 i

B said iho Portugucee, with a
B wens 1o Baby

L yaun,
isll.m..l{x_on imarill. Ihh\‘l“ldll-l'
Bran Miy Leyburn—1g haye

wn Kon by
l'ol'.u{ue:ﬂ'k':‘.l

ald him whero ha was goinyg,
~1 " ho said, T want Florenca
. s frisnd at hand if she needs
1D look-guf

0 G Laasy™ wald the Zaly anxiously.
You if be canye | ¢

can™

THE IRox DWARF; a Tbrnnn?r'rale of
; next

rekers {0 go in force, for the

nglishman {o join~

2l Miss Leyburn to

ly beast still advanced, roaring
aulk its deadly spring, and had

"

Mistery-

idey's UNION JACK.

-emile,

thunderously.

Bernard had aimed
succeeded.

"“If o can safely, you mean. X shall bo as safo thero ay
here, comrade, Besides, they won't try any “ricks when we
nay at any moment hoe attacked- by Black Gerrarz. My rifia-
35 on theis side, you krow, and, without conceit; I am worth
any threo of thum.” -

.Before ha left tha Aphrodite,” Blake sopahs Florence.

He found her pale, griel-stricken, but calm.
The violence of her grief had subsideds and ‘the was com-
osed again, but the picture of sorrow. His heart hled for
er. e longed for o lover's privilege 1o take her in his erma
and whisper cousolation, but this feeling he carefuly hid.

He told her ha was.going, sand thaw Babyaan was at her
call if she wanted him, and.she thanked him with a feehlo

“Poor girl " ho murmured, when he left hor. “But this
;orrow shall be followed by happiness, if my love can make
er happy."” ! p

Monlg?oy an. Daptiste wero left aboard the yacht with
Babyaan; the other six men went with Dom (“ifuento and
Jlake ) N

As soon as tho party left the yacht, i wa: moved out of the
entombed lake aud the cavern, and anchored among the sand-
banks, Cifuento was uervou: of an attack upon the veecel
during his absence, hut out among the sandbanks he dmn-
sideredd her beyond the reach of the Baers, as they khad no
bo;lté little dreamed of what would happen before he set eyes
upon tho trim little * Aphrodite ™ again,

CHAPTER 7. -
Black Gerrart Attachs;'ﬂ:,o Surprise-The Success
i c Bocrs.
i ¢ t cre, Bleek
Notwithstandiog the charp waich kopt by the Docr Bl
Gerrart had seon inthing of the wunning Zoelu, when, ererping

Soe the Grand Completo. Novel in
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. Tio had despatched

, 130 O
Al )

tho tothered animals,
emco what had

Yiko 3 snako among o shadows of
$oa :r)‘-'-u‘_ with & erokay ol o

1 n!

et i the Boers went 10 7..?\;. al ]

“ S0 g Lo wants, thoy di covored ab
Lo atioau 3 fuurp W A

Gocrart, 8llad asith rage at tha deslmatlon, sworo &
 Ervisat but, e thal was not !
\ ) )

bl (YN

: ack

2 FOON TEEOTeretd :
vas abered now.  Left v ¢
} Twfore, altor cocing tho ceuftled * Se
I itad made the jowrney from the ¢
Marques on foot. But ho wa3 2 giant
o had bean wtterly dane ap by tho
il o handly capablo of if.  Brcides, vince
mmrder of Colonel Carnian, it was impossible for i
Jback 4o the Portnmuese soltlements, e Gad intendod
T (he troasure. and push through the forests L
caal wnd find oeurity in rome region thore Lo which
{he Unton Jack diad not 3'.':1'1x-:~:-:r-.|:m!. Hut, withoul horaes,
Gooawmd his men were stranded. . . ) o
o thonsht long over the matier, with :;m(:md;-»‘.'-unk"cd
o at fength bLis elow brain reached tho umcluﬁ:(;n
Leen Catanzano had jumped av ovee, when told
of thoe horses, .
; ulu:‘ only teponsse is Lo lake The * Aphrodite, "

. Toers ail codded.  They wore ready for anything.
upon n trail, they did not wish to quit untid
run down.
come ta this decision, Rlack Gerranu ¢urned tho
cuntior over in Bis mind {o find the ways and means. st
Do sant his charpest man, Jan Stroom, to spy out tha Portn-
Srroom had no difficully in finding tha
" and ho soon rotuened to his leader with o de-

of what he had seen.

e 5
Geerrart made up his mind, 2 )
keep a ccout vear the yacht to watdh. When Lae

o Loave in cearch of tho *Scheldt,” wo'll seize toe

zaro's party, iben, left tis * Apbrodile * to
. dizeoverad by poor Loyburn, feen oxes wero
S departure from a disfancs, and, within len
rrert Deude knew (hab the vesel was deprived of
ail ils defenders. v

Bowrs ac oncs advanced inlo the cavern, but, ¢o thwic
tho  Aporodite | bad Imen 4oken ous among the

)

sandban .

““Bhe te boyond our reach, as wo have no Dot raid Jan
Stroon. . p

Y Nol eo," replied the Dlaskbaarded leader. “J{ we can-
not pley tho ien, wo musé play 4he snske, Threo of us can
i, and threo, therefore, must caplure the ¢ Apbrodite. ol
Fearfully dangrrous as the work was, in o region of sharks
2.4 quicksands, (ha old followers of Da Wet mads no demor.

Threw min—DBlack Gerrart, Jun Stroom, and Peter Sehmids
—divesied + selves of most of their elething, end, armed
only with their huuling-knives, took io the waicr.

Alsacd <ho “ Aphrodite” thero was neher expectation
por prepartion: tio aftack was quite uwnlooked for. -
T

B

feel o pouiard in his back, kept ot a distanca from
~ and Mongio, the 4wo Portucuese left in charge of tha
"Harin:y notlhing to occupy hLis mind; he seated him:eld in
{ha cuddy, and talked to Miss Linyburn's eoloured maid, vastly

Improssing whe nogre girl with his stories of 4hn forest and

the veldt. §

Buptisto and Mongio, on deck, sat in the vbhads of a suil,
ard played mouts, buenos, and maltidos, foilowing the lucky
or unlucky “urns of the cards, and, thus occapied, they quite
{orgot thal they were supposed to be Leoping swalch,

Any rounde the approaching Boers might have made wers
nampletely drowned by the rumbling that procsedad from the
aus of San Mareo. This moise had now Lecomn  cons

inuous, with very rare intervils of sileree, and the Porlu-
guese, accusionied to i, eased (o tuke noto of it.

Babyaan was the only man rendercd uneasy by the omizous
round, He Juew that an earthquake was impending; but
eron hio did not gues bow near the calastrophe was,

Berind the eareliss gamesters a head cose above tho atern
rait of the vacht., Blaek Gerrart hung whera ho bad Lung
before, on the night when Bernard Blake qayed him from the
ponizrd of Catanzaro.

Ileen eyoe, glating out, hyena-like, under the black brows,
tool: in cvery detail of tho deck, and a Bash of arinmpn
i adiled for o moment i their depths,

.S!aw!;.', stlently, the gisnt Boer drew hiz lang limbs above
Ioe taffmil of the “ Aphrodite,” and across it. .

‘Then ho torned and pavoe Lis assistance to dis 4wo followers,

vl 3 eonple of minutes more caw tho (hroe =afn on deck,

ahyoas, who knew that in any ungnozded imoment ho”

&

0111 31 e T Y
Sl immesad tn thelr gano, an

had arcanged to kerp of the
Porlugunsa keard nothing, caw
i

upon 8 hord of ges

ok ooul

cunniti of these brawny, ) s
X ¢ brawny, heavy-handud s

upen Lho rapl gamesters,

Anned only with knives, the sueccs
upon their getting to olosn qu'a:u-
and Mougio had their rifles across 4
we if the alarm sero once given,

“Caramba, what illJuck(”

.

s endad ab

The w

tho shoulder, plercing his breas
&

, ¥ou cannob always wi

Evex-y

1 hardly e

A,

o, Elun‘.f)m_ I

. ply, and tho voica
in & low groan of anguish, il
A kuife, driven by a pewerful hand,

back Jdead at tho feet of Blask Gerract.

At the sams momant, two long blades

# QCaramba "
A slow gric stolo «
face.

«That is ended,” he said. “ Taka their rifle; and fo}lpn
Sheot without mercy, but spare the Englander if by o

)

ders, and also tha Zulu who helped mo to cicape, i€

on board.” .
Black Gerrart's scout had

tisd been too far off to distinguish its membars, in t

a

rer Gerrart Drude’s sombry, |

had eny s
had stiuck Ly

t and hi heart

- jarred toq
the breszt of Mongio, and he zasped oud his las he Sy

- tho vxpedition start, 1

¥ruday,

U 2hsdowed by o
h-.l.r{z:.ng ¢an, ‘.:: ';'h ) .t‘"
nothing, T, l'ﬂz-u dog;

have TI ste

\ "y
fxoellag .8
iiad > |

&\ oy wip
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"
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n

aaed
brasdy

o

L
and %a 7 v
9 80Q ke

"-il

a
d

o

Yo
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1

by

D0 shade

light of the cavern, so that Drude did not krow cvactly who
i . . “ TP ) 2 oz
10 had to cucounter on board tho “ Apbrodite.
The Booers had ouly three steps to descend Inlo ¢he cuddy,
Thero Babyaan, the Zuly, and the negro gird, Diany, were
ulterly astounded by their appearance.
Babyaan's astegai was uplifted at ovce, but Jan Streom and
Pioter Schmidt levelled their riffes, taken from the butchered

Portuguesa,

The Zulu hositated. Had they fired, bis assegal would aam

claimed at least ona vietim ere ho foll. But
aco a wish 10 spare him, and, bravo as he wes, he

Gerrart’s [

did nob desiro to die if ho could help it.

« Pyt down Four spear, boy,”

sou not the Zula who helped m

Babyvaan nodded. He did not

just then that ho had actad by Bernard Bl

opposition to his own wishes,

“Then your life is safa if you surrender.

o away

shink it exped

at once! We are not to bo trifled with.

« Answer me dis first- <o yo me

askad the Zulu, with the assega

One life was his {o take, if thay, ¢
both sidos gave him " a
5 Leyburn?” Black Gerrart aseed b

knowledge of it on
“Who 15 i

recollect, Blake mentioned Leyburn's ‘daugliter

do you take us Ior,__dikkop!‘.’"
“che is safe with us.

“Massa Blake loft me <o

and the brows comracted

baas!” And the Zulu throw down his assegal.

“ Ay there any others of Catm‘nzsxm's men en

e
“ Thero was two of dem pn.d:s-o&. o i
Black Gerrart showed his bloot stainsd kuile.

* There are no others?”
¢ No, basx"

“Ja, good!” And Black Gerrari 1

¢ Your inaster, then, has gouno ¥
DBabyaan nodded.
“You may go to Miss Loybur

pened, and assure her that thero

nlarmed.”
Babyaan did ~o.

was dead! Nothing olso interes
if Portuguesn or Boers were i |

b | - b3
Florence lisicned to

thop. w <ho hs auly loved 10 €
Tler father, whom she had deax {‘:«lo;mf-r. Wi

yospssion of

ith (stanzare’

?;r,d tell her
i3 no cause

et

{

as they left her alone with her griel? !

o) T
K and his men we ot e
Black Gerrart o 1 acht fairly well
into tho 03 ¥

lako cntor

geamen, but they handlai the 3

Baptiste and Mongie being 4
took iho ** Aphrodite™ buck U
cavern. ) "

1f sho were still ons mmong
returned, ho would call fora hoa
cover that <he yacht wis in the ’1
if tho Portuyuese found her in t
think that Baptiste and Mouiie

And, when tho roturniis
piciowsly within raugze of
end for ever their clam o
Gerrart chuckled grimly ab the P
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aver Anchonane, and Drude's
and tha Lthree

v an be TUR
14t

Leir ¥TASD,

1 warning.
o

man
! H&\Plbk. O
" ;-,Srcr's Logt Mittioan Found -Tho
cu;'te(;r‘nf}ho rFariorn Hepe.
o i Lo rizh! ‘rack now, brav

=
an are O S \ A .
(3atinzaro, N A voica of de

woch

The

Je

D Mocke, and cotls of rope lay

ey were olose b a wreok,

\ in thy lonely caverns of San

* Solieht?

W Black Gerrart stecrad the

~w continued, leoking rtonnd

s uo 4o i¢. Keoop your eyea open for

Rlack Gerrart awd his men may bu’

and wo may have to fight.,”

L Lkt exclyimed Blake, pointing to a dark

rarther Sn the obs of the cavern; * but

g owith Maner 1
rdd bis 2

epiing

lere to

abseet that
S hestiin

nant orde
1

‘
tETURM ST M o

3
3 way be
The lient

) auder cover of the boulders
wed the eavern—s es of rock, detached from
above by the Jast uake, )
ki 1o tho ttored hulk was made wit,
+ o ound of vracking Mansers broke
1o elosr that the “ Scheldd™ was un

anted.

2 vrobably been battered Ly the breakers when Black
IRAL) ,

r landward, for she was a mero wreck—

iy 3 ng in shreds, and
mueh of it'gone. 8
s over mearly on ber side, so that the hole the <cuttler had
made in her ¢ be seen. She must « been waterlogged
ack Gerrars ran her aground; the wonder was that
crecded in getting

$
Yer id vards broken, and her ¢

: her ashore'at all. .

“Here e 15, what the breakers have left of her,” aid
Catauzato, as Lo stepped, pot witsoud difficulty, upon tho
o deck. ** &nd now to find the treasure-chest. Senhor
\ o you to keep a look-out for the enemy

rou like," Blaka replied indifferenty.

king, not of Kruger's lost million, but of the

eorzowful fava and swimming oyes Florence Leyburn.

aud had po

‘o the sirong-room in tho stern.

ot (riumph wend np as they gathered arcund

se-chist—the jron-bound hox conlaining the precious

- vt‘!u' i more precious stones, for which blood had bean
ler.

© !;a-.;a found i 1" eaid Catanzaro hoarsely, his black eyes

\
A
11+ Dortugunse rexambled  into thae ves

difienlty in braakiy
tienliy in lu.:l ing
A vell of ext

B o 43 .
G f."r "’-1 b tha lonclines: of the desolate caverns, Black
£ A rv’,’\"}! Lo pains to conceal it, It had remained just
bt delial in hio elrong-room of tho ** Boheldt.”

¢ we fo gol Tt to the * Aphrodite'?” remarked
“Itisheavy, and not a handy thing o carry.”

sroflecid for o nioment.
b Lring tie ot of tha * Aphrodite” round by sea,”
“evan place the chest in ity and row it Lo the

leave {1 ohest hopo——

The oYiact i
Uit ricurity Lie ehiest had rematned leng enongh to prove

Ty 4 '\\:w’ cavern, eertainly, Yob he conld not, once
s potescon, make up his mind to Jeavo it un-

4

W the boal,™ he wen! on,
o o Tl o wizard tho chest,
1 boalan Loss than an hour,
D‘-:ll 1L 1s uboard the yaehe,”
0y departed. Tlhien Calauzaro hroko tha
ety and thes ruflians fiastod their fyes upon

‘Do you,
You will re-
Hasten, for I shall

i’ <f thv o
u‘_" deura, bl
3 ATALAN) poapnton . o

Stz § .i.)"‘:""lm inrolls, valnable sacuritios -
Whel h sy i o were in dittle packagos, an

Wort 9 ned them, opind ' )
" drariy a gy, S cxuMantly

THE ;
IROoX DWART; a Tale of Hystery,

above all,
and (alauzaro,
thut they alone wero

.
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was deeplydmbedded in the =and, and’

were banl upan the Lreasne Fins
1l faces of the one! of Lowens .
n kept ha bandits from flving ab cae
Ly desiee 49 possess all
n tho! ot any moment the
Ve enmimon foe .

in Jose the ireacare, (!
when e had examined 1, for
sing inger: to wandor amengs the pe

sieht o

Thoaph veln
cloesed up th
Ha did not wis

Blake ealiad o
Something 2t e wrone o
Mausnr!™ ¢
It was the vorort of 2 rifle, oebel
llwl(.:r'_\n'txm’. ot A phirodite,
The huanier had naw hepein ea
rumbling that il huaedly
heard tha riflashol just as if
caverns of San Mareo. I1a even £
v osnceand the vhot.
“(" Wl
reek in amo
' Aliidio has fullon in
cidedly. )
us and the yacht
Tt was o disquisting situalion, theugh only whal migh? hava
heen expeeted. Do €fuento had known that somaething
the kind must happen whenever bo 1=t the yacht in guisl of thy
loat million.
Tt will bo a battle, then,” semarked Wlake,
L ia dnevitable now.”  “Colavzaro looked x* Tlarnard.
“ Senhor, you have joined ug, but 3 kuvow how youn rogsrd the
alliance, 1t binds you little, " Bu! you have seen Black Goorer,
-you know his hopes and aimz. 1 the 1o i
hiz honds, vou know how ha will wse it.  Tord Roborts already
has his bands falt to Lio)d the Beser guerillaa in chook, 17 thie
resoluto and trreconcilable man i@ et log-e with a million a6
his command, what will ba the resaity Aons and ammunitio
will onee more pour into the Tranevaal, with hundeads of Qo

srddenly,

e yache,

"Did vou heae thay?

1 knowr the ring of the

thraugh the raverns

'
ne

ihay enlitorranean
igey and Blaka
i hoea cilenes ™

cd that be heavd a oy of

s ‘i
(371

alarmo da Uhelr
¢

arthy fucs:, wore o

d Catanzazo e

foe aro Lotwren

with tha Bocrs," s
all not gey tho beat, and
o

man and Duteh mercenariea. Ha will aven arm oid raise tha
thn

natives, for ha will stop at nothing of
rooineks.”

“X know it.”

“VYou are a subjcel of Quoon Victaria, TUis yoar du
keep this militon out of Black {ferrart’s hands, 1Y it |
among miy bandits, no harm i3 dope. I Gerrart Diudn caiacs
it, the pacification of Houth Africe way ba delayed for monche

LI you do net join me heart and eeal ngainst thosy Boers, jonarg
a traitor to yeur Quasn!” .

Y Ceaan 1" exelaimed Berpard Jmpatiently, 1 know my duty
withont lessons froin you. ¥ saved Black Garrart's 1ido, and b
sparad mie 3 0 we are quits, 1 wild fight to the death to keap thy
treasura oud of his ehtcheal”

The Portugurze was salisfed. He wanted the aid of Bey.
nard’s unerring r¥ifla in the coming fght.  Above all, he wished
to be sure that the Briten would not desert to the Boers.

“T zm glad-- por Dios—that 1 did not hill him last night,
after all!™ he muttered eyvically. '

Bernavd Blake was in & rather zloomy mood. Mo had hopad
1o avoid a conflich with Blank Gersurts - But Lis duly was clear,
Apart from any desivo of hls own to handls the Jost mlion,
Tio st not Iet it fall into tho hands of a bitler foe of Britain
if ho could help'it.  Afler all, Briton and Boer were »till killing
and boing killod on the other side of tho Portuguese frontier,
Why shonld not the same fake plaee here? Stll, he was dice
quicted. .

The Pertuguese marched al once, TY was now noeessary fo
Jeave the'treasure for a time, Scon they cama in sight of the
cavernad lako, with the ** Aphrodita”” anchored thera, And o
{mndr-sd yardi from the vez=e Jay Alcidio, shot throngh tho
noart.

in his hateed

“We are coming ln a orisis now,” Blake romarked R
Tack Gorrart retains posessaion of tha *Aphrodite) he ez

starve us out, as ho controls our wupplios, Then he ean wa'lk
off wilh tho treasure.  We must retuha the yacht, and 1 have &
plan for doing it."”

Tha laka i which the gacht Jay was banked on the nearc:
aida by the lovel Hoor of the cavern. On tho other sido tha
extramity of the cavo was formed by w seall of rack, washad by
tha lake, Black Gerrart bad anchared the yaeht a5 near this
rocky woll as ha conld, to leave a wida stroteh of waler b
twoen tha vessal aad the landing plac>.

Tha rocky wall war rough, full of fissures, and Uristling with
projretions.  Aetive won conld swim gernss the Jake ab a die-
tanco from the yaeht, elunb the cave-wall, work their way z'oag
it ta a paint above thy yaeht, and hen o lony jump won 4 nd
them upon tha deck.

It was simple enough, hut risky; for, if the Bocrs wern o
the look-ous for such u {rick, they would ba ablo to pick off tha
elimbers liko partridgns 23 they cluny to the clitf.

will ba our Grand Complete Hovel next ‘weels. Ready Iiiesy,
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A Daring Atiack—The Fight for tho Yacht -
Diak= Taken—3lack Gorrart Wins.
3 Dut c'~ Va", bat

waich for the

3 ';C‘){ ."“‘v‘v:n.-h " b2 explzinsd
M Was turnec . "1_4 e desd, m

nheer:"”
g;ton_t"_‘:! roek \u' bue ha ! not move again vntil to-merrow. W,
»o0nly crm n( 'x @ fooa that T feared. *We snall not Lave a2;
bla with 1he Pertuguesa. Come with me, Sl
e, Stroom
(ifuento Catanzaro wail
&rst shot ar.T
- dowm thn aal ('Ln.a,
g to their vigilance, lay in heaty He heard nol mrt‘ of what lad passad, but he was
the conclusion that “Blake had haen met and dizpo:xd of ‘::7 the

1 i vain for the scuad of Bk
1 wes Lo ba tha sigmal oz & ey

=N

roohed mao n u»-‘&‘.. Lo sreap. Boers,
still lay w2iff ard siark in the bunk © Ho wes irrliated and a litcle scared. s began 'oh- Condifei
i life wa3 inQis velns. ) how thn conflict would end. e had only firo men lefe, azd

Rlack Gerrar: had as many, and better men

-'m'-‘ Lindness bz tha Du CH—H"D The Zulu A sound at the ekyiigh: nw. ine cud(’y Crew his alleclica
aud he wee aleeping lize's top. A'h.v deci was fush, and the skylight was raiesd abou‘ e v‘"ran
1.- Br:'x watched and wal ed 'Ihey nzd mm.\ abors it. Did the Dutch mean to maks 3 sally through

and mercilessly slain itz guardisns,  {f
T2 zams meazura a3 about to be His zlistering cyes wese fized upoa it. Ouu of the fraza

sk 1‘ up in the hold—e close p
i :

) sSwUng open as the cord below was pulled. Al > opeRing &

-z,._m'u‘m eoriz, unearibly, in (e vasi cavern, tha  falt hat appearsd. 5 1

ad the grow! of Nature's forces at Wci'x beneail (atsmz.aros rifie cracked, and bis Lallet piereed t :; 5
Tuose (U

vas withdrawn, and a chuckle followed. Lu: Portugues P
- A plecz of stone, acch identaily detached by the Portuguese, 3 he realized- that the t“mp'm"ﬁlarz& had been raiw

dronped into the buriad lake with a sullen Epla:u. rido-muzzle merely o draw his fire. ’ 5.
'f'm»mvndr‘ar' ed the Boers, Catanza'o shuddered. If they “What will ha the end of this infernal daad! ockt™ Be 23

r,,u'x»d fics now, the climbers would be swept from the wall.  terad, zonawing his lip with impsatient rage.

Axa i cyes wers Low pearing throvgh the gloom to.Tards ~Iha anawer Ckinp in 8 VOIY npexpectad manne..d and.

th= © There rounded a clatiat of heavy bo‘"‘ upon the xb‘."‘ han
1 ’4’51 Borrard Blake who savad the siiuaiion. tha start led Portugneso tirned io amazement {wo san
" W Forwerd!” he shouted. siruck two of them down, moclally wount“l‘x\é . foand bi
" And with a flying leap & e landed upor Lh2 yachi. A revolver Cifurnto Catanzaro, black with raga a2 espainy

was in iz "ana As Luis feet 'ouched the deck ne began lo ~elx face to face with Getract Drude. Ha only koe¥

he koew nﬂ . Hao  fot

s306%, 204 16 cun" forms lurched (o ng.l' and lofi. How the Boer had-come .h-‘.u y for n‘om

Witha ferce, .carrm\z ebuut the Portuguesa followed ths  that he was there, and he only knew é"’%rwm,,h‘ fell upelt
men. Ono feli shett, Taappeared under the black  Black (errart was quick to fire, aad (ke ;
One was struck by a r:mdum Bocr bullet, and fell  his face. dn

s fool, and looke

+

6s2053 the bulwarks & coepse. _But four landed basida Blake, and * Tha Boar turned the body over with Ll

{us D‘.“cn, wilerly unprepared, wera nowhere. him. " 2.t Rif
Jan Eeroom and Picter Schinidt, chancing {o ba close to tha “ Carambal d, the moment after it had et
cuddy aleps, plunged below, and joined Bla& Gerrart, who bad It was a faint murmur, 26 ¥ Dat wad

< Ml 3 s ‘lips, Catanzaro expire anded.
{antly awakened by the round of firearms.  But the H 'nm‘:ong heb for Eroger's jost mill e wss ‘n;m.,'
Binok Gierrars destined o carsy it back Lo

l)-mn
o’wr., chnt down or pomardcd were hurlad into the ses, nnd
{hs oleared deck romuwned to the asasilanty.
“Therr nre come of 4ho ladronas balow ! wxclaimed Oatan-
2ra0. “Come onl We mus!t finish ths work whils we are at Pernard Blake camo ¢! waa pa
ness. His head ached, hb l;""d’ " euired:
Lu' tha first Portugueso Lo sat foot u'bo'\ 4he companion went hehuardly “m“mb““ 1+ bending 07T
rulliag down to the bottow, etruclk b ea bulleta. © " The sight ¢ of Bla ("_‘{J"h, ros, rathed
The <areo Boers wero on tho dﬁl’:-nsu‘e, a2d thel "‘Mauserz  recoilection in # ﬂ“" "

ko
f K-
owly and punSJ:;fht; ‘ml fm a i

gud tbe 354

wure ready for & sz to & finish, Dictohman's sasistance L. Tt wss mo“‘"""
(,IQ:‘ uento Ustabzaco lesped away “from *uu 3leps with a bitter ife hﬁ‘ff;m“ ﬁ:’,‘o‘fﬁf&f?,,un. iv 'Jbﬂ caregn
B wras gum “ faimed.
Y What can ba de uu‘u’ow‘:" s growled. - . ﬁk" bas fappeaedt” be 2 il ¢ontaiz
L T - <t sosk’s 15919 :
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ager, mMIBALT. Porlusicia—wtora
.t (‘atanTarn AN Te asue

- a—

Hea lLiad sed hlinseif 4
e Boerz, and he Lad

the eaves 2o a hiz

shial I
« Aek, Yo ionk fac, myn

n

Black Gerrart remasked.
< Apeapt your defeet. You did hiat man I’J‘!‘;’] dn. :)::r con-
' paded, and I baar you no m Your lif v Xou

1 3 1

te L1y piae N femn 3 1 .‘.,, baln jrs s apey §
av ] your Zala <hall have ] l' ’ an 1 taka Miss aarn Lo
After all, T1

‘han ").—
wucd Diude,
1 you arn a

nr her

me harder, geimsaier,
of my econniry,
T parmie, o 7ou sink henegth

The hazd, suy
] rannot *
Munhesr Rocinek
thse dark walers!

H?.\k‘«* ted no sl He pledgad hiz word, for himsal
and Babyzan Tha Zulu waz then releaced from his conf
wents and Bernard weat down (o tell Florenee what haid hees
lecided upon.

deeit

A ligat bosty with 2 rmall sail filling in the brecse, danned
apon tae blue waters of Delagoa Bay, It contained Sour voya
pere—fiake and  Babyaan, and Florenca and her maid, tha
eoloured girl Dina,

2an7"

I am £t afrai

channal,

wf bro
3,

yachl, had beer, a lwh!

020 Marquns
) thair (rial

up by & Liore
that town.
thay farsob -
r tragedy.

L ;“ ", .

Wim, and whish he
Jost, million, Bu ha
of Ban M ]
Nm—the Jove
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