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The Blue Box Mystery.

4\ THRILLING COMPLETE STORY.
By CHARLES HAMILTON.,

3 Al
HAP 1 “ What, the fellow they call ‘ Gentleman George't”
F ; u(i Aboudmio.“urenlu " _QGontle- ”T]"’tf"* the man.”
y the Bilue - “Danford, the fellow 12 a3 5!-*17:\ as a needle; he must be
8 ﬂﬂ:‘:f‘ Gsorge Watchos and Wonders—A Boat with . o4t r;f‘ the way before the Blue Box comes aboard. Tell
ed Oars. bim to take » measage to the boatswain at tha Silver Swab,
"‘;x::“bow can we got the box aboard undiscovered, cap-  aud if Antrobus isn't there, to look round till he finds him
A 'JM" That will take him some time,"” Caplain Girdwood chuckled,
' ‘u'nuti!enily arranged, Danford. How many hands ate s I saw Antrobus take the train-for Chatham this after
? now!” i | noon.”” %
0":«%:11! four, sir—your Chinaman, Mat SsnE,”two fellows :\\xll'Mr. Wildair come along with the Blue Box !
in the fo'0's'le, and the watchman on deck. “I think not. He doesn’t wish to be seen. Bul go now

S “‘C.:p“!n Girdwood lLnitted his brows reflectively, whilo tho  and clear Johnson out of the ship.”
L‘ man Danford, & rm:it; hulking fellow, with a villainous face; X‘\J'.I;).laial" h
mop idly for orders. . 0 anlord, the chief mate of the " Berenice,” rose, and
'ﬂ‘fi\lmm who 18 the man on deck?” atked the slipper,  opaned the cabin-door. o e 3
et & PaUSC. The good ship ““ Berenica” at this time lay off Gravesend.
% Johnson.™ » Around ber the epars of other veasels at anchor were dimly
; visible in the darkness. Ii was a gloomy
night ; Lhere was no moon, and but few starr
spangled the black vaull overhead.

The * Berenice " was to sail with the tide,
yol nearly all her crew were siill ashore iu
Gravesend,

The unaccustomed liberty surprised none
more Lthan the scamen themselves, but Cap-
fain Girdwood bad his reasons.

The single walchman on deck was a young
sailor, who went by the name of George Johus
€on

Although he wai a thorough smailor, and
* pullé@and banled with the marinera® withs
out any daintiness, it was not difficull fur
auyone to pereeive that he was superior 10 hu
position ‘

The general opinion in {he fo'c'sle was
that he Lad been an officer, and had coms
down ic the world ; but this was merely wur
mise, for oven ta his mo2t inlimate mates
Georgo never spoke of his past

His Knowledge, his cleanly habite, and bis
correct use of the King's Eaglish had earned!
him ¢he nicknams of © Gentleman George "’
I the fo'c's'le ha was looked up to and re
spected, though he was the youngest membet

Lis ehipmates, Georgewssemed do
unds ashore, and he remained as
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= . v oat tle uff compar?ﬂ
\he good ship “ Berenice,” ™ WaS only 3 leetle pu " C
with what we shall have prutty goon, !iz,!;g‘;d 4 years upon

f hi :
‘Antrobus had spent nearly 8l of T8 ST, ookt in conse-

{he salt water, and he
;uﬁ?sm ion was pleasing o at Jeast one member of ke
ship’s company. When all was serené and taut, t"t wa:
impossible for George to find 80 ty oéir%ef ing a
the Blue Box undiscovered.  Either Captain “wooq_ or
Dauford would be below, or the burly Chinaman, / at Bing,
would be hanging about the cuddy. g

Put when the stormy winds began to blow, and ’::\II bhands
were called to the deck, then the young sailor’s chance
“E:‘gr?emg'ad, in the intcn‘qllcf waiting, manufactured 2
wire picklock, At his pext visit to the Blue Box he would
view 1ts interior. The thought excited him, for a cou\:whon
had gracuslly been growing upon Lim that the caskeb held
<ome terrible secret; that a discovery of some undreamed-0
harror awaited his eyes. 4 ;

The prediction of the old boatswain, Seplimus Antrobus,
was-soon fulfilled. The Equator was crossed under a lower-
ing sky, and by the time Cape San Roque lay astern, the
 Bevenice’” was again fighting {or her life against the furious
clements.

Fally prepared for the storm,

aters with the buoyancy of a cork. At fir
b ¢ e tain Girdwood felt all secure,

the ship rode the heaving
st all hands were

retained on deck, but when Ca ;
corge and several others went

he sent some of them below. 0
into the forecastle, and Mat Sing, who had quarters aft,
Jescended the companiop-way. George saw him go, and di

wot bless him; but he reflected that, after all, the Chinaman
sould not be likely to be upon.the watch.

The intense darkness, when night closed iz, Wé\ﬂ only
, SO0D

slightly relieved by the swinfxng lanterns on deck. So,
s he saw his com;))ﬁ]nions azleep, George silently quitted the
fo'o's'le, and stealthily picked his way aft. though there
was little rain, the sea spray splashed over the decks, and the
planks were wet and slippery. However, by taking time and
trouble, he got to the companion safely. 0
There he had to be doubly cautious. Both the mates, as
well as the captain, were at the binnacle. But the deep
gloom obscured him. He crawled into the hatchway; fortu-
nately it was not batiened down, as he had half dreaded to
_ find it. Then down the ladder, and he stood in the cuddy.
There he remained motionless for some minutes, listening.
‘There was no light in the cuddy at all, and George could not
sec an inch ahead of him. Above, the wind roared through the
rigging, and howled along the decl Without,- the sea thun-
dercd i;ousely against the stout timbers of the ‘‘Berenice,”
filling every corner of the ship with its weird echoes. In the
cabins occasional sounds were heard, as loose articles were
displaced by the wild rocking of the ship. The strangeness of
18 - unnerved e Johnson. :
of the Chinaman, Twice
_ him, fearing to see the

ces

passed boldly into the captain’s cabin. ;
Te hed to feel his way, but the knowledge h i
: ﬂurmg-!usfotmer vuit'sg,!od him in good m‘i:d.{%?eﬁatgeeg

collected 3

the

~w‘g.’£ / itl::rd bee;:cqu nights before.

~ George soon threw Dack thé canvss, and had the padlock in

= g'i: h&% dxn took him enl{ & minute to pick th: tl?)leki‘ bﬁ;‘ﬂ
- th osit e myzﬁe:;ofu‘zf %% ilI:ox opened quite easi] e

Sl s

_bound, and & single horr

- alcove.

In every sound.he

L eprie
yaqloﬁﬂxe{%uﬂ Afat Sing. B .
4/t R mealnoss, o <ollected bomsely st

_upon

curtained alcove, and felt for the Blue Box. Ab, there it

His face became as
tenance his hag

A face of wo
of blooming girlh
clozed, the long, da
lips were ccarlet, 3
testh within.
brown hair, fre:l
or did she but ¢

Upon this face

days, and ]

ove

lipe:
¢ Clarice I’
The match wen
And as Geor

in frons.

To George,. who
had deprived of
instant that it wa
But as the fier
asgailed by a li

P

as it rose, and, with hi

himself again at aonce.
Reaching cut with both bands, he

assailant, and with a furious wrench ¢
The -unknown crashed upon the fic p

hold upen George, who, leaving him here - Cart

In the brief space of the rencontre, the sit
was presented to George's mind with the swi
ness of a flash of lightning. -

It was, of course, Mat Sing who had discovered him, t
this reckless striking of the match, or some sound

made,

‘What course would Captain Girdwood follow when he kzew .

th%{f his sc:ire{; was discovered?

seem ut too clear that if the young man did no
escape from the cabin beforc the conspir}:;iorsgcc\dd :;i_(\r_:g
the aid of the Chinaman, he would never leave it aliva.

__ Not that George was eapecially concerned for his own safety.
Tt was. the desire for vengeance, full and bitier vengeanca fox
the foul crime that had been enacted, that actuated him.
Once on deck, he would proclaim the villainy of the capiain;
every man on board should know that a murdered girl was

" deing carried to the South Ses in the Blue Box.

Grief and rage and vengeance maddened the young sailor,
and it was dangerous work to bar his path then. li'mt the
Chinaman—a faithful swyatchman, scoundrel as he was—wad
bent upon preventing his escape: As George rushed out it
the cuddy, the burly Celestial pursued him with the esgerness
°f“;1§t{l}ll¥ied tiger. Up the companion-way spraug Georges
%ut..er“cgie could gain the deck, tho clutch of tho Chinamad
inkle dragged -him beck.

kicked out oly with his &
savagely | D

Gritting his teeth, George

foot, and Mat Sing received a blinding blow in ;
Oriental curses,

‘but he did n > old. Growli
216 ‘f-fghtén el‘li}?&ﬁrela{ his hold. Girowling out
the steps. Together they rolled to the botiom.
qf - there in the darkness, again the sinewy
¢ tho- Englishman's :

o€
.

ip, and with a terrible tug toro Geord

e e
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Gy .
¢ been caught in
e sud he was anxious

R

& the sailor. i

caught vp oB2 O th

' Hfrg:d w}\ic; lighted 1}.];
K ¢ n

excited.
“1yhst 1s the maiter, Eir?
;% YWhat has

mad or
= (;udwo::d
nswered, lying with the reacy
:ki!l of an oid hand. T heard
my eersant call, and “ecame
down Lo ﬁnd Johnson quack-
ing him like a n.’ ?
" He reems to be stunned,”
«aid Gwynne, advancing o the
‘mseniibie sailor, and looking
“pimanxiously. 0
#tes, Juckily, or he might
~ pave done murder. Did he
> gtiack you in your bunk, Nist

“The cun

%}Y_'WO@eA ques-

cient indication

qound fis te
& companion. Had
1 Tave been to p

::‘d‘,r the calin ¥ indow |
ont of onld have been supposed
his own 0,15|~.}ng to

poei® g oried down.  He easily
wyBae b the forbidden cabi

{o prevent violencs
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9 1o crash upon tue floor heavily. George's

s bu. thoussnd figuts danocd before his eyes, S 4
J ‘o oblivion. ¢ : ‘

i a3 the second

When bha

Put now—he

e ed

///
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.

dack, T wonder? Notwng can bo
Hn b bl edded
paman f
?'\)g’nxoe open; ickeo Jocken; slluckeo m'atsz’h.”.
W Carse him ! Dut he shall amart_for it!” hissed the en-
od skipper. Remember, Mat Sm_g,"hu a'ttackml you in
a fit ﬁ)!cnt insanity. We'll oure his inganity for him. By'
the hokey ! 1 will take care hjs tongio has no chance to wag !
pow and fasten up the Blue Box, 1n case of accidents.

"] attend to this coundrol ! g
3 'll‘l.m carpenter (:amn with his tools and the fetters, in a

state of amazement. (aptain, Girdwood knew that an ex-
nlanation would have to be given to the crew, and he gave,
it to tho carpenter-to bo carried on to the ’f,oreca»st.e. 3

“ Hurry up and clap them on, _Mnanll, he said, “If he
oomea to, wo miy never get him ironed.”

«Wol's he bin doin’, siv” : :

“He has nearly murdered Mat Sing. Poor fellow, he is
g0t exaotly to be blamed! It is the heat of the line thal is
the cause of it. I found him here raving, and Mat Sing
noar{y strangled and at the point of death.’ §

“(reat Scott!” ejaculated Maxwell, never doubting for a
momeént the explanation of the captain, which George's pre-
sence in the ouddy, where he had no business, seemed to bear
put. * Lucky you camo in time to stop him, gir. I should
never have thought Gentleman (ieorge the chap to go cranky.
Bat then ho's only & kid, and the line turns older heads than
bis'n sometimes.” ;

“«Handle him gently,” added the captain.
41 will, sir thou%x this aig’t & gentle sort of a job,” the
y.

y m::r said rucfu “ Poor George!”’
 the fottering was finished, Captain Girdwood dis-
missed the carpenter, and then dragped George into his cabin,
~_As the sailor now showed signs of returning consciousness,
captein manufactured a gag of cloth and a wooden peg,
| inserted it between Georf;a's teeth.
will stop your yelling, my beauty ! he rauttered.

can make your voice heard while that’s between youx

e welcome etg!” SEN
's eyes opened.
AVEZ fa’g’: of the captain glaring into his.
; the gag choked all utterance.
undex;stan&' your position, you cursed spy?”’ the
. “You are a dangerous lunatic, and youwre
smain here in irons for the rest of the voyege, be-

ave developed homicidal tendencies. You have.

Bl ;% sec!'el'.l 3 uttyotlir kg;zwledg‘e shall go with you

X ; w's locker at the 3 g

g ‘hznd v"/bbﬂ;‘oard!"'f_ 257 st opportunity we get of
i d ye, brave -as he was, felt something- very like

_ despair as he realised how;utt,erly_vine was in the power of this

man whose guilt he had discovered! !

s m—y z =S

suspecied in the fo'c’s’le.

The first object clear to his vision
He tried

o,

onment—Gwynne tgkeb'Actlbﬁ;-
e A.cﬂdts = SN s
,oonwnnndoommﬁe s
- of doubting the skippe
gt - Gwynne, for the pri ¥

gnmel. Qooum"_{zﬁ_ ught'bo pursue Was not quite clear

insanity excited much
here no one thought

“The foul weather lasted the
vﬂlm b m't}nr_d.&fhen gé'ﬁih”m the sea
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 OHAPTER 5.

- - the mysterious discovery he ha
- about the death of the unfortunate youth

whole of the next day, and

s

have been dead—if she we
those of ona in o tr

A trance! H

caught

on mo

bored in the lid o
was no other purpc
opening of the Blue
watch every day,
to ascertain that all 5
Clarice, then, lived!
Words could not cons
heart when he came to t
Bhe lived! And she ¢
gince it was he who doon
Perhaps she loved George
as she had given hi C
It was an intox
for liberty, that he
lay in—free her from he
But the fetters, well r
The gag, bound in iis pl
the Chinaman was ever g
George’s sirength began
quence of mental tort
he afternoon
smiling under the sunshi
traces of the storm gone, M
of ‘the alleged lunatic.
At the first apportunity he approached the eaptain npon the
subject. et D
«“May T ask, sir, what is to be done with Johnson?” |
7 shall keep him in irons till we drop auchor :u‘ﬂ.f :
Plate,” curtly replied the captain. s el A
Gwynne looked hard at-him.
«Phat will be several days more,” he said,
2 ‘(‘{What bt -
: R e NIy neZ haean ikl
healt}llﬁi}’e you'con-xd.md Vv.hnt- the result may be upon his
T have considered everything, and I do not require you €0
tcach me my business. You may go.” ;i
QOne word more. May I see Johnson?”
% Why do you wish to ses him?’
- ¢ assure myself that-he is, as is alleged, & lunatici”
“Vou eannot take my word for if, eh?”
“You may be mistaken, sir.”
The captain gave him a furious look.
“Mr. Gwynne, I command this ship, and I allow no med:
vdling in my affairs, Sey no more o
Much perturbed; the Irish mate turned away.
~ He did not know what to do
_ During-the thirty-six hours of George’s captivity there had
~ been no_sound made by the young sailor. 1f he were really
insane, he would surely uniter some cry. I sane, would b9
not call out some appeal to Gwynne, wiho had passed and re-
passed the cabin-door many times? The mate easil~ came {0
“the conclusion that he was gageed to prevent any betrayal of
3 4 made in tho cabin. Was he,
d it bo the object of the captain to bring

then, fed? .Coul

? s
- After much cogitation, Gwynne decided that, permugsion
10 permission, it his duty to see the prisoner. apts
Girdwood was ore {reating the young man, somiethig

ud o exonso 10 £0 pelar, Patick
lain’s dooT. L
wim&ﬁy barted his entrasce:

Gwynne '

Rt
pt&m e,

and he gave ih‘ ’




You 2% raveg” .
You sre Carviag kim
yFouss, s=d

Sonzksd =2y i
a5 bave Eahbad sbost if airesdy o
= be saidd, :

ohinsoa 35 scezciive sad resarved. Bad

sospicion that k= conSdad in Geyane, which

common foremast hand?” exclazmad 53 caplain.

S Yohrson 2t & common foremist hand  They oall hix
%ﬁ?mﬁgmintha.fo’ds’k and I've no doubt he is ol
position-origizally betier 5 ours, only he's come down
~“He must have ccoe down prelly sariy in Lfs, them, T3

r £ sea, T expact: I'se seen pleaty of
ave) Aml
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George leared up as if worked by aspring. The Chinaman, taken
utterlﬁ §y surprise, started back, and, before he could recover, a
British fist crashed into his face, The blow, into which George
threw all his strength, all his hatred, would have felled an ox. Mat
Singh toppled over the gunwale and splashed into the water.

i LG L e ¥ &
- A light broke upon the Trish mate. i e
o Ah, you are purposely passing the port!” he exclaimed.
- " Oh, no; but managing my own business my own way,
~ with many thanks to you, Mr. Gwynne.” o
(Gwynno reddening with anﬁfp at the -undeserved snub,
cehmhmmd the captain chuckled. was still chuckling
swhen the chief mate came up, and inquired the cause, 7
Gwynne has found that we've passed the River Plate, and
be ginning. structions, when I shut him
P! teach him not to shove his.

vent the,

Yo chanice'in vai e o
chance in vain. 'Till one night, ¢

he_hfot,ol What did B%ﬁ}.?xrd Wildair xnean?
\B_young man pace ) :
to violgpt agnotion,p Ho must leaye the cabin, He must pre:
landing of the entranced girl!

He soized the handle of the 3
strength. It flew open so suddenlv that it
face, and he reeled to the floor.
lock the door. But had he_forgotien,
was o trap. George suspect S0I!
he dia not,_hesitate to leave the cabin. .

; on gyoo was dark. Lights, though, were in

p‘;f%mr&s tlte\,c‘tsmpsﬁﬁon. .,vHo took

girl. Whai
could not g
designed,

fail

amusement,
eyed Celestial gre
At times he could hav

More tha ;
attacking t}
restrained h
match physics
Danford were
assistance
server to bo reckoned with May, &
really anxious for an oppox{lmffy ;f‘

Georga realised that he 00'\\1:1 (;1]
stratagem. And what strate v o Alﬂ"
the keen, alert Oriental? T3 T

tial

the
1 y but
o Chinaman Wag
both Girdy,

v by
ont mit
vt
ment=tho night after the * \O\yﬂl"fﬂ“""‘i'
passed fhe River T’Intu~.\1:1t,u.‘§¥;n,‘cil,p }f{\“
vabin, and did not como back, = - WO

Shut up as he was, Geo
enough to know that the
slackening speed.

The porthole had beon nailed up, 6 ho
could not see ouleido the cabin, but l;ﬂfkn- \J'
an anchorage of somo kind was: baing an-
proachod, 2t

Was it Buenos Ayros?

Surely mnot. The still silence round he
ship ghowed that she was not on the River
Plate. Whero was sghe, then?

He heard the rapid motions of the seamen
above; he hoard the anchor let go; he heard
the shaking of spars,

The *‘ Borenics '” was anchored, but where!

Where? Not in port, Why then was ghe
anchored? Why, if not o land the myste
rioug casket sho fhad brought from the
Thames? - The thought rushed upon Georgn's
mind with all the force of abzolute certainty,
That was why Mat Sing was gone {rom the
cabin, The Blue Box was to bs Janded upon
this unknown corner-of the South Americau
continent. And Clarice? What was to be

I§e was sailop
AP atoriae Y aios
DLIenIce * wag

cabin with hurried steps, & prey ©

A od with fierce ,’?"
door and wggit»fhim i;nﬂ:; :
: ing bad forgotten 10

e ight Perhaps it

ed that something was amiss, 0

the captais’s

:m;

2

ing concussion upen
craabg&,. iyl
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2¢ will b herel” “Ow S R
the reptiar seamer 0 Baencs Ajves,  sefssless asa low 4 St . 38 i
Gays abead of ua.” i ool : e 3t ‘

ersl days abead SR oo oy Ll Lhe - £

m‘)l}"jY,

1
p

bowt lim,” said Girdwood, with
flence tum with a crack on t

icee of canvas, and faks hr

£
i

s %
i
T
:

will szepec
Guypae—be W0t

1w'e all over, al any rate,”

nificant -zmile.

in doos shail b ned ; he will ¢
“mos?:; i1 be war 'Zr.g; outside with his club’
l)ﬂa%.wgmnmhﬂl_' ;. i 5 -
"% Gynne was much exercised in his mind about
Sees :gebo ixz of the * Berenice”’ at an unknown cove
"’ff‘&d talk of the fo'c's'le also; the crew were indeed

wonderis?- ¢that fhe Blue Box wss f0 be landed at

wyune riosity to know what was in the box could hardly In the

H-::d. How he wished €o know wist George knew.- while the It Y
’m not possible. 'He determined to kesp his eyes Jowered. Then

. ight. Butin

ey nb’fhbexm A

<«

, while -the fatigued =
g-bound, 2 boat was no
ford, and Mat Sing,

5

k3
Pl

Ty¥
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10 TEE

oul d\m '.i!._\.

companion, and slung it, by 'nm.'.r.\
side, and lowered it 1oto the boat

ue the
A tho canvas-wrapped Blug Box up ¢
arripd the can N < iyhip,” over th

- \ vJit
Then Mab SIing bronght
it waa the 1n-

o roll of canyas;j
o+, what appeared to be a huge 1¢ 1 : ho 1
‘éjx\ll»\ :’::Ilur. Ho was lowered into the hh'ij"].l)nh“}f)“i‘
receiving him, and shoving him down b:uu.lu %hvc“' %ll uu;;:’.
Over Dboth a largo piece of tarpaulin was cATCICSSIy 4,

concoaling them from sght. A
y .‘.;;‘;‘ xl';nli\v'r' Osp',ain Girdsood asked.

“ Ay, ay!" NS

< Tlepn Lli call the boatswain. 2 1 4

h]\[\"ni’ il:;lxI g:alni:la to leave the ehip mth' hey whole cres
sleeping. so Usptaia Girdwood had docided to leave Septimui

robus in charge. ; X
Aill%o lc’.‘l‘l!h&l t(ho br:mlswniu, told hini that, hie and Mr. Dnnfmi(l
wore gong for @ pull up the river, and directed him to havo
&1l yeady for saling by the first pell in the forenoon watch ;
that is lo #ay, hal{-past gight in the morning.

The boatswain was naturally surprised by this, nocturngl ex-
cursion, but he made no remark. Enyd

Captain Girdwood entored the boat, and took the tiller-lines,

and Danford and Mat Sing 100k the oars. :
Antrobus watched them with a puzzled expression as the
boat pulled over tho bar and passed into the little atream.
He had a vague {eeling that sontething was amiss, though ho
had no suspicion of what was hidden under the carelessly-
thrown tarpaulin he saw in tlie boat.

The oarsmen pulled slowly up the siream.

About half a mile from the cove @ heavy forast-growile
covered both banks of the stream. Long branches, looking
like ghostly arms in tho gloom, strotched across, - places
meeting in the middle, and shutting out the sky.

Find tho captain still intended the death of our hero, he
could have carried out the fell purpose now with ease.

But Girdwood was teo cunning, if not too consciontious, Lo
tako o buman life if it was nog absolutely necessary. {o his
security or his success,

There was another way
George without bringing his neck within the shadow of the
1005€. ) .

* We moor here,” he said abruptly, as the “boat- glided
under n.gigantic ceiba on the Jéft banik. 2
Willingly the oarsmen ceased their labour. 2 :
The painter was made fast to n sapling, and Captain Gird-
wood stepped ashore at a spot where a narrow path pierced
the chapparal, growing very densc around the big ceiba. -

. Standing there, be gave a ghirill whistle, and repeated it ab-
intervals ?‘ a few minutes, until in about a quarter of an
hour there csme a similar sound in reply.

‘Ilie captain, who was becoling impati
clamation of satigfaction as he heard it. -

ent, uttered an 0~

A Jittle later a lantern-gleam came from the chapparal, and’

Lurried f w;:%’l?q the water’s edge. —

u Captain Girdwood” * -

“UNION

lie had in view of disposing of- -

~ active sailor w
~and’ graduall
was simple. -

~escape. He could

“undor the tarpaul

JAUR. Evert
YT ¥riday,

“No, I hav couple o Y

rasonls who would cut their o bwo black
HThey 1y bo of uee to you in th roat for a

with a leugh; and be told his emplo e'p

up in canvas in the bost, ?
larnard Wildair logke
He was o rother pale, st

- the ¢
ployer of the ,

ledly s

d dac 1
1GJ0 I-’.l

oyes and o receding chin. No oue wo shifss
a man of much courage. The respon 2 fop
throw upon him made Lim irritably iwosd

: 07

“ That 15 not my business,” he

clumsy enough to bo discoversd i).'. e
vou must take the consequences. Settlo
gelf.” Ao
“ All right; T'll turn him loose in tlie cha

“ And Jet him escape to Buenos Ayres ,.,"x }H"
what ho has seen here!” exclaimed \\"llu' f;' “u ) Out thiny

tall yon it's your business. Your Chinaman looks “1

dono plenty of that kind of work. T will add fifyy ; ¢ bad

tha sum wo agreed upon: You undersland? ]“’-'rfp* ds 1,
t ] A » 4TV T oL

moro of this Johnson.” s bear po
Tho captein roflected for a few minutes, and then Lok

. (J Tl o 1 £ - 3, anc [::(vn Lo i

ab Danford, 16 chief mate nodded. Girdwood snokn o f..

3 ‘hi . . o

words in Chinese to the yellow-skinned ruffian PO%0 8 fow

grinned, his narrow eyes sointillating, and tapped Mat_ Sing
“he white men remained in the jacal while th pl e Lo
yapidly down the dark path to thoe ziver. Neither r
S0 the work done. Brutes as they were, they could r:f -
{o look on while a helpless mian vas diowned Jiks a *{-tl‘ eBr
From the river canjo abruptly an echoing eplashf
They exchanged glances. v E
1t was all over, then. In silénce they awaited the
of the Chinaman. - S
But he did not come.
» 2 *

£ - » -

~While the trio of scoundrels were bearing the weiglty Diua
Box through the chapparal, George was left alone in the boat
A]tlxougg his ‘hea& was aching, the effect of tho blow ha
had recerved, his brain was active and alert. His wts Tad
never bheon keener,-more collected. For he realized that the
final crisis had ceme. = Clarice Derwent was deliverad into (he
hands:of -Barnard Wildair in the Scuth American wilderness
Now or tiever was the timo for action. -
Whother his own death was planned he.did nob lmow; but
o was perfectly sure that if Barnard Wildair discovered his
identity, his life-would not be worth & moment's purchase.
_-The moment his senses. told him that he was alone ia the
boat he began to stroggle for liberty. g
~ His limbs -were not tied, fortunately; that had not becn
considered necessary, as ho was insensible when rolicd up in
tha canvas, and seemed likely to remain so for some fime. A
rope had been knotted round the roll on the outside, but this
could not long imprison & man- wrestling for lifo and alf that
life held dear to him. Squeezing, wriggling, wrenching, the
orked his way out of the open end of the roll,
emorged. As soon as his arms were out, ol
o tore away the gag from his mouth, and drew -

draught of the cool night air. e
. his feot from the canvas when be heard

in a lon
~ Ho had just released his feet £

-

tho footsteps of Mat Si the chapparal. o ;
> AZ% S I e ritoAbas “desperation into hit G

‘ look came into his ¢
He would not Be recapturcd alive!
Lo not leave the boat unseen by the mad ¢
‘the shore, There was but one, coming; ho knew by ﬂmg%
‘Quick as thonght—actin :by';mstx;ﬁgd n%%.bg. reason—he it
s ]

neart.

ts clonched,
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%o W for sentimental regrets; dangers were
. “%'gonprwwd his bands to his temples, and

#5 o slip down the stream in the
¢, thing to d'? :rn?i :onm[»,his shipmates to his zid.
%0 the " Beranice, B0 bt Clarice be taken? And
: Mﬁli}m place, which bad lLittle or nothing fo
' B chapparal along the river?
which he af once acted upon.

the canvas which he had been wrepped in, he
‘ 4 iato, the thick black mud which rimmed the
" y daubed these worda: *Help. George
L

S i s then, stepping ashore, he uniied
&u:n:dm:ﬁ:wﬂoat’a bowp x:mtward. and; with a
o sent her into the middle of the etream.

e e sirong current caught ber, and sped her rapidly

%; way the drowned Chmaman had gone.

e strangely-sent miessage would meet some eye ou
¥ M‘M" and bring his shipmates up the.ziver,
‘ fer 'ﬂmy terside tored the chapparal, which was
m to hide'lg;lmfmm any pursuit but a blood-

(1o

) i s ST
S nnod absence of the Chinaman surprized Captan
snd his companIons

sn't he come back?”’ .mutléred the skipper, as
‘minute-of deadly silence. B

ino can have happeoed?’” suggested Danford.
could it? Johnson was uttery helpless.”

- \mse‘" 5 = 5 - 2 - <
and acoertain, for heaven's sake!” exclaimed Barnard
%ﬁdﬂ' Iwood ‘hoonimﬂ;. e S
officers strode ‘down Tie Jungle path fo the river.
rerrily ¥

ude, -

ntrived to lum the tsbles tpon him?
to-the ‘Berenice’ in the boat.” -

S e S
, Johmson's life shall pay for his!”
ain.

me back to the ship for some
do ithe ‘Berenice,’ the

I since George sent the boat adrift. -
its place empty, the two men looked ai each -

Sing would not be fool enonghj'fé retarn

* But it can’t be. I'd rather

- lost lamb turned up again. If sver he >
- net long survive it, if T can contrive matters to my eatisfac

“UNION JACK.”

dair, narre

ccutinued :
Do you-remember my laboratory aé

experiments? - Wall, T abtained thore

has sincs proved so useful to me. . From my exxl

waa my plan fixed—to beceme master of Harlsy Hall

Massingford fortime. To this end, 1 contrived the

(UaTTe
betwaen Sir:Bortram and my coustn Gearge; 5 this end, 1
resclved to marry von,’

A man who was cronciiiog under a bush closa 2o the plaited

liliana wall of the jacal, ground his teeth silently.

The interstices of the flimsy wall enabled- this unsuspected
spy both to sz and 2o hesr. X

-~ (eorge played into my bands by ronning awav {0 seq,”
Wildair continued.  * You gave me more trouble: You were
ool enough to fall in love with Goorge instead of me, sna
you réfused to change your mind, though I convinced George
that you had done 0.’ And he gave a gnomish chickle.
““What do you mean¥’ faltered the gizl. ““Is George's
ilence, which has caused ma such pam, due io yout?
¢ly. - I'do not belicve in half-measnres. A love-letter

~-addressed {0 me,-in what appearad fo be your wriling, came

into George's hands by a carefully-centrived aceident,”
laughed ‘Wildair. :

Again_the unseén waicher ground hia teeth.

“Fool, fool dhat I was!’* he murmured insudibly.

“ Gracious Heaven, what horrible treachery 2 Clarice cried,
aghast ak this revelation of her cousi's duplicity.

Wildair laughed lightly. ; e

“To continue,” he said, “when Sir Bertram dicd, T wa

~disappointed to find that he had relented towards George:

that half his money was to accompany thatitle, if ever the
; does turn up, hs will

-{ion. But I have great hopes that he is already dvad.”
The man outside the leafy wall smiled & grim smile.

i = my uncle’s money. made mwe all xh&iqxgé
nided -
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fts %40 Can
serogant mnile.
paptain ol ta
oy dueclions
tubjected need to
time, your strength hac
cartsin injectio : 5 ,-r
from & cerfain pr »r, Who astonis

of fifty days’ dura Your fast was of'c;

yver half, that length. I admit that tl

your succumbing; but in that case 1 s

voled, for, after all, I am your heir.”

Clarice looked at him in Lorn{r._

“ Are you a fiend?”’ she breathed. - . i

“No, only a very ordinary man; but {erribly in 1\':«1_1{01

wealth.” Mo smiled. **When I marry you, I shall be richer
by twenly thousand pounds

‘ Never, never!”

He made a gesture of disdain, which showed how
* be believed in her resolution.

“You must go home az my wife, or not-at all.,”

“Then I will not go at all.”

““ Ah, you will eoon grow tired of South America!”
{Inricu sank back upon the couch. She was still very weak.
Wkdair's devices, carricd out carefully by Captain Girdwood,
had sustained her during her long trance; but when restored
to consciou-ness, she awas in a yery feeble state.

““1s therp no one to save me?’ che moaned.

‘“No one,” Wildair assured her. “ Submit to the inevil-
able; that is your wisest course.”

*“Oh, you coward! If George were only here!”

“ But Georgo is not here. George is probably in his grave,”
gneered Wildair. *“ George, the beloved George, can never
roome between yon and me!”

Clarice’s pale cheeks were wet with tears,

““ Heaven help me !’ she murmured, in anguish,

The man listening by the jacal wall could endure no more.
Tlinging prudence to the winds, he sprang up, and, bursting
Wirough the flimsy barrier, leaped into the hut, erying:

“Laar!l Coward! George is hero!”

Clarice saw him, and ciied out with joy.

And Wildair, white as doath, receded befors the man he
had wronged,.the very last man he had expected to see at
that moment and in that place, .

- CHAPTER 10.
dwynne 8peaks Out— The Crew of the ‘“Berenice
Take the Law into thoir Own HMands,
Boatswain Antrobus was leaning on the taffrail of the
Berenics,” gazing idly landward, as the sun rose on that
sventful morning, e
¢ - The strengthening light showed him that some object, drift-
- ing down the stream, had stranded upon the sandy bar at its
‘mouth. Ny me e !
1o pa A Ex{s’t the bo'sun gave it little attention,
~ for he t.to be a fallen tree which had been borne
~ down to the cove b
“became clearer, he disc g;!('{d it to be a boat, and the very
boat in which Captain Girdwood had left the ‘ Berenice.”
~ Alarmod to seeit refurn empty, from which it seeme
cloarvenough that some terrible accident had happened, t]
tewain ran down to wake Mr. Gwynne. e
effects of the drug had by this time partly worn off,
in a healthy

litile

b

"

oused him
Gomo
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Johnson at this moment.”

to the .motion of the water, unable

the current. But when the sunlight

sleep, from which the

JACK"

a
Bte

o eDping g

(.v]ill\ for i}, li“’ I

®_he diq e

oY Loy 4

I'nt- Blus i

had ‘iv( 5

. Box § -
nastered Gy o, 4—{"':’ Iid of to »‘:‘; had by,
MMASICICU LrWITNe : ho petnrs Bt L 1 7,5 Wihing
> retlurned to the 4. 0hgu
HE Geok

e Y % y in s
ald, in a quiver] £

ne o7l ‘

8 Voice, “thers has 1

) een

; tho bo'sun acked : |
caplain bron'ghl rom  (Gray
idden in hijg cabin, gy ccend

“Ay. Listen. The
article which he kept 1

Tnt Siilterss 5 7 5 ar
explain how —was kno'\\‘n to Johnson. He Ihl“?‘l Need h(::
picions about it, to verify which he visited {1 3, certain gy,
He overed s IS

is the Booraf-s ; Y Kipper’ e

A e hfL socret—some dark secret, I PPer’s cahip

ix ad to keep him from telling it, 1t was pretend

recamo ansane, and so he was Kopt i 3

: : ) I Pl & pris

interference, Captain Girds PROCne/B R r
arved him

death " 700d would have st my

< 3 to
There was & murmur from the crew
“TLast night,” Gwynne ros vith

- Last night, vynne resumed with ingreas:

*“last night he was taken away unknown (oreasmz Yehemeno

Blue Box the captain brought from the Tham‘.lwz’ along with th
Captain Girdwood that I would permit 06 fotll 4d Warned
Johnson. I am convinced that I was drug, eléil “2Y towardy
prevent my interferencs with his Smundrenygpwca“‘,mgh‘t‘ to !
“Sure of it, I am,” exclaimed Antrobug -ce“ing?‘ {
“Mr. Danford said you was drunk, but T said ('I?p“a“mny‘
any reason tc g’'pose you was drugged thal‘d’i) uwre.“\’ﬁ
And here’s a reason, by Jupiter, g reason as big a o 14‘::"
“But their schemes have gone awry Smnehgows'!’i whale” 2
Gwynne. * Johnson must have been free when hcontmum
this strange message. Messmates, it’s risky husiness,c =L
a skipper, but I reckon nong of OPposing

us will be afraid to stand by
The seamen gave a cheer, and Gwyn 7 1
depend upon them. Y TIne sav ihat he conlg
**Then down with the longhoat,
in their wheel, the spalpeens!™” G
C'The seagqen 01()105'L1~d heartily ; the
wynne directed the men to: take bludgeons in:
should be any hostile encounter, Sixteen menues?cs;edmfli: e
boat with Gwynne and Auntrobus, and the mast was stepped
A breeze blew from the sea, which carried the longboat quicld;:
over the bar. ¢
¢ Jerusalem !" ejaculated Antrobus suddenly, “look tharl?
Every eye followed the. direction of his fin er. In tho bay
the branches of o floating trea was embe ded, the trunk
swaying to the stream. Amid the roots the boatswain had ;
caught a glimpse of a deathly face. A man caught upon $and
prong-like root by his elothing, hung there, only his head a
above the water, and that every now and then dipping under.
“ Good heavens !’ : . : v
“Ts it Johnson?"
£ No." 4 &
 It’s Mat Sing!”

The Chinaman it was, as tlie' SAW On ap roaching Lhe Sod;.' 25
e tEook. Tie features

and we will put 5
ynne exclaimed,
longboat wag manned, and

poka :

The bo’sun hooked it fxigher with a boat
were swollen and discoloured by a smashing blow, but death
had evidently heen due to drowning. e i
*There's been a fight, then,” Antrobus said, in a low voice
as he released the ghastly object. S ¥
¢ Forward!” Gwsmng #aid quietly. AR g P
Leaving the dead Chinaman where he was, b

on. - :
»$Hop .

AiAh-chiet mate hadih
ve. G
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escape o and the Joms of tha He never conns
g:m back f!{ g‘:’ Berenice "’ soon after Captain Girdw
iatsy, the absenca of George would  Tha departurs

vered Uil they wers oul at wea 'h."-',‘ the
vo been that, bis door being thonghtlessly
“ Junatio "’ bad escaped a/.ho:? while the
cove. 1 Gwynno had made t:f,;-(xb,r,, s threat
rupkenness on dnty wonld Lave silenced hiim.

hing had gone sTong.. ; 1
Gwynne knew, Captain Girdwood conld nob tell.

{hat the men had determined to find out what
of their lost shipmale, Gentleman George.

e Johnson?” sternly asked a dozen voices,
%"7" stammered the skipper. “Ien’t ke
the " Berenica’ 1"

i

a9

take him up the river with you?
Y aid boldly.
« \‘X'io'll Low i:‘i):, (bat sotir boat came back with a messags
‘,?h'mf" e from him!”

A i hote dead body lies in
“ siruck your Clinaman, whoie y
m:}f,;ondnr f.ryee stuck on the bar?’
ﬁf‘lb‘ Sing dead!” gasped the captain, :
# Do you pow deny that you took Johpson away from the

3 ere asleep, and I was druggzed?” cried “Cursa you !’ m . “your
$ip vlu{b !}‘; min; ‘;ﬁ,’ “Do you deny, that you have life shall pay for th
G, ) hipmate yonder in the forestl” With & sudden bound, he elade =5
ferea growl came from the seamen. escaped from the jacal before Geor
&m the murdereri” *“Pedro! Mondego!” ke cried. g
# (huck him into the river!” & The two Buencs Ayres bravos were slready advancivz to
¥ Down with i 1” A : ascertain the canse of ihe fracas,
w®iand back!” vhouted the caplain, drawing a revolver as Wildair pointed to the jacal. 5 2
seamen menaced bim. “My vworst enemy is there,” ke cried, with blazing eves. £

matched it away from his unnerved band. “A hundred golden onzas for his death )’
?gx: with the murderer!” rose the ery. . Drawing their poniards, the half-Freeds rushed inio ihe
: in Girdwood, if you love your life, lead us io whers  jacal, Wildair following. :
3 a ¢ Johnson, alive or dead.” X & X George realised how imprudent he had been, but it was (oo
&Domﬂ‘“ to threaten me?” exclaimed the captain, with  late now for réreat. .
Iact attempt at a = Glaring round in search of & weapon, he seized the heave
“No more words)” fiercely answered tl:e mate. “Lead us,  chain and padlock which had fastened the Blua Box, and which
‘o as there's & Heaven sbove, you shall drown like a rat this - had been thrown aside when Wildair opensd i, S
pinute” - g s % ; Swinging it aloft in & bunch, he stcod prepared {o sirike, und
n, with hie blood up, was recikless of conse- g0 fearless and resolute did he look;, that his foes for a minute
ences, He meant every word éx‘e said, and the grim faces hesitated to come to close guarters.

d h ced the sentiments of the The horror of the scene, the impending destruction of the
with dark Death hovering over him, it  man she loved, overcame the slrex y exhausted Clarice. She
the captain yielded. i gave 2 low moan of anguish and swoonsd away.

in his fear, ““that Johnson *“ Cowards!” George cried, fear lost in fury. ** Come on,
- We went ashore, leaving Johnson -

all of you. Cowards!” X
Bl ‘Wildair Jaughed like an exuliing dewmon.
Sty : : “*Your hour has” come, George Massingford,” he said.
KE “What good wind blew you here into my power? This i3 a
stroke of forfune I never dreamed of. At this moment all m
plans coms to complete success. Attack him, my brave fe
.- 10ws. A hundred golden onzas for his lifel”
The two dusky ruffians rushed at the Englishman.
They sought to elude his blow, bui George was quick and
- sure-handed ; the heavy chain and padlock crashed upon the
5 of Mondego, strefching him scnseless upon the ground.
: niard of Pedro was iy touching George’s breast
wh grasped the swarthy wrist, and, sto the blow,
‘  villain and siruge]
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o]}
We have & little mors Lo tel e T
Ih(rulrll Wildsir was buried 1o tho chapparal, the Hl'u ]‘-( s
being  his coffin. His. (wo rascnlly ru‘,m:m: o5 \‘.|" re wel
i arraped ' by the boalswaln, snd then nAluv..«;n o fl R
Clarico waa carnied with all tenderness to the Jerenice
i i D SR MBI,
he longboat with bho returning e F o
“I(l'A)»':iAnb“irdwood snd Danford \]vnrc m‘ln:;l‘v'l A({ {’.\1:'11,‘;
] | H y 10 od command. ;. Buoene
L Berenice,” but (ynne rotainoc andi AtB
'A‘;v o8 le {wo "scoundrols wore formally dm‘x,_‘: d a \”:l]’t‘,‘ a "3\
to the police, to awnt extradition and a trial for kidnapping.
Sy mers in London for instructions,
Girynno telegraphed to the owners i ] on
and was nrrlnrmll to provisional command and bring the ship
back to the Thames. g i3 By
Gitdwood snd Danford, by mecans of a bribe, escaped A.}(‘ll.x
But they were nod unpunished, for they loat their

prison touched the reward they had

tank aud employment, and never
expected from Barnard “rl‘!flilll‘r.' e = :
{iv the timo tho ** Berenice’’ dropped anchor in the Thames,

“UNION JACK.”

and weird captivity, ~ irom the
Tho death of Sir Bertrs R Ok ey,

forget her

‘“Berenice.”

RO aRTLavElH, |

=3

T g

EDITOR'S WEEKLY
: CHAT,

Tho size of type in which I announced this
paragraph in last week's Chat. leayes no

How to

Become Rich, doubt in my mind that you are all looking
forward to my disclosures,

To commence with, I should like to say that no riches can

pver be obtained without a great deal of hardswork. That is

tho groundwork upon which I shall base my remarks upen the
subject this week. :
Now, no one will deny thaf, in order to work well in what-
aver sphere one's lot is oast, good health is necessary. There-
% il be to take care of your health.
And that brings me to the chief point of my speech.
Hoalth comes before everything, The man with genius
who lets his bodily health run down soon loses his brilliancy,
and, later, his reputation. :
~ Very few people are unhealthy to start with—bad health is
a1 acquirement, somefimes through accident, sometimes negli-
gence.  And, in the majority of cases, as regards boys and
youths, through smohnﬁ’the deadly cigareite. ' :

1]

nted being so, th ~who has is
el y‘tmth,_!;hr%u % e man who has undermined his
‘babit, must necessarily fall

hind in the battle
S .

- Uigarettes, be .they tho finest made, must rily-be - -
L i urioi i e st ot i e osessarily be.
.‘e‘ﬂ .

‘being a slave to '-thelsxer_ﬂ‘cions =
-of life; ard

But el
way, 1 inay
Formosa—th
of China, W
51:11‘1!0 you.
* Take my
assure you
ready for you.

Pirate Is]
cate Jsiand,” whin

Next Fr day i

The Vaiue T am afrai
of polite, Horace K., T shall hav
intelligence, that 1 consider you a cox>C¢;Lt;d%ot7?"|tQIY
2 Jetter br:'..ga to my mind an o} m{; hc,ur
vill answer you better than I counld, while in it’s:ix“-'t' il
worth reading: LAV T8 well
Robinson: “ That's a fine dog you have, Dumley.
want to sell him?* : >
Dumley: “ Pl sell him for ien pounds”
Robinson: ““Is he intelligent?”’ -
Dumley (with emphasisj: “Intelligent? Why, ¢
knows as much as Iddc." 3 M hat dog
Robinson: “ You don’tzay so! Well, DIt give yo
h FOIEEY - u two
for him, Dumley.”” - ¥ Detioe

: < %
that, at the risk

DD you

In “order to more completely answeor your -

Acting query, Dick S.,-as to how tc_make up as an

the  old man, for private theatricals, I ha\'% inter-

Old Man, viewed a prominent actor. Here is what he
says: 3 <

.~ I am belween twenty and thirty, and considersd young-
looking for my age. Often I have to take old men’sspm
and this is how my diesser goes to work: s

First-he lays on the flesh tint in grease paint, and then he

touchos me up here and there with rouge. Bonﬁ?;f' alw:g
lights make

= Tiecessary, “for the simple reason that the glaring

‘even a rosy face look almost deathly pale. §f I am personating

hericomes. bixg"mgnufapture of tho wrinkles, There aro

~old man, there is very littlo ronge pubon. =




